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IKTRODU CTION. 


SECTION I.- 

An abridgment of the bipry of the emperors of In- 
dost AN, from Tamerlane iw i 398, ^0 bis defen¬ 
dant Mahomed Shah in 1730. The power of 
Nizam Al Mulucic, -viceroy of the Deckan } 
toith>me»mrks on the inhabitants, the title of 
Soubahdar, mid the authority of the Nabobs under 
him , the conqueft , of Indostan, by Nadir 
Shah, in 1738 ; and the declenjion of the Great 
Mogul’s power. Of the Carnatic, and its Na¬ 
bobs, /i-mm Sudet Allee Cawn i» 1732,/fl Ana- 
verdy Cawn in 1743. The attach made by the 
Nabobs on the Gentoo princes , till the invafm 
of the Morattoes in 1740: account of thefe in- 
,-tiaders ; their conquejls and devajlatiens in the Car- 
^hatic WTricliinopoli: their expttlfion ly Nizam 
Al Muluck.-, and his appointment of AnaVerdy 
Cawn to be Nabob of the Carnatic, in 1744 s 
•which gam rife to the war in India hetwecn the 
English and French. 

T HE Mahometan princes had eaablifhed them- 
felves in feveral parts of India, long before 
Tamerlane, the Tartar prince of Samarcand, pene¬ 
trated there in.1398, when he dethroned the Sultan 
Mahmoud, *nd left the empire of Indoftan to his 
own pofterity. Tamerlane died in 1404, and his def- 
cendanta eredted the new Dynafty of Mahometan 
j; emperors, 
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emperors, called the Great Moguls, one of whom, 
named Shah Gehan, was deputed by his fon Au¬ 
rengzebe, and died in 1666. Aurengzebe main¬ 
tained himfelf in the throne near fifty years, con¬ 
quered many provinces, and died in 1707. He 
was fucceeded by his fon Bahadar Shah,' and the 
blood of Tamerlane continued to be held in too 
great veneration throughout the empire, to permic 
any others than his defendants to entertain the 
thoughts of amending the throne with impunity : 
but 1'ome of them only accomplilhed the ceremony 
of being placed on the throne of Delli, to entitle 
them to be ranked in the lift of its monarchs. By 
that dependence on the great men of the empire, to 
which their contefts for the crown had reduced the 
defendants of Aurengzebe, the empererf eledted, 
although defpotic with the multitude, afeended the 
throne in bonds, and were in reality only the (laves 
of their minifters, who ruled the empire as they 
pleafed; while the people faw the glare of a fove- 
reign, whofe commands extended no farther than 
among the women of his feraglio. Thefe mini¬ 
fters depofed and murdered Furruckthir in 1719-, 
after which, they placed on the throne his coufin- 
german Raffeih A 1 Dirjat, whom they alfo mux»~- 
dered, after lie had reigned only three months. 
His brother Raffeih A 1 Dowlet was the fucceffors 
but died foon after, and it is fufpefted he was poi- 
foned. This paved the way for Mahomed Shah • 
to the imperial dignity. He was fon of Jehan Shah, 
one of the three princes whoperi(h?d in contending 
for the crown with their brother' Jehandar Shah'-, 
(b'that a fon of each of thefe three unfortunate 
princes became emperor only to be as unfortunate 
as his father; but the greateft humiliation, if not 
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the rr.oft tragical exit, was referved for Mahomed 
Shah, the great-grandfon of Aurengzebe. 

At this time, in 1730, the government of the 
Deckan was invefted in the viceroy Nizam A! 
Muluck, »who was bred under the eye of Aureng¬ 
zebe, and without rebellion had rendered himfelf 
aimoft independent of the emperor, though a 
fourth part of the empire was under his jurifdic- 
tion; having feven large territories, extending from 
Balafote to Cape Comorin, to which he had the 
indubitable right of nominating feven Nabobs, or 
governors of provinces. Befides, in all parts of 
India, there are ftill extenftve diftridh which have 
preferved ; with the Gentoo religion, the old form 
of goverrite^nt under Indian kings, called Rajah’s: 
fuch are Maiflbre*, whofe capital is Seringapatnam i 
and Tanjore +, whofe capital is of the fame name. 
There are alfo, among the woods and mountainous 
parts of the country, feveral petty princes or heads 
of clans, diftinguiihed by the name of Poiygars. 
'I hcfe are all tributary to the Nabobs, and thofe to 
the viceroys, whofe capital is Aurengabad in the 
kingdom of Golconda. 

Th e fundamental lav/s of the government were, 
tcTaSfcnowIedge the Grand Mogul for firft fove- 
reign; the governor-general of the Deckan for his 
reprefentative in that country; and the particular 
governors appointed by that viceroy, as holding 
their authority from him. Thefe princes are by 
cuitom proud, and have a contempt for other na¬ 
tions. They are generally called Moors,jas are all 
the governing people of India : but it is a great im¬ 
propriety to call thefe Mahometan ufurpers by that 
name; and yet, a a the writers of all nations have 
given them that •appellation, it would now be a 








iv INTRODUCTION, 
greater impropriety to deviate from that ufage. 
.Their attachment is fo Arid to ancient manners, 
that they never change their modes of life or falhions. 
There is no charadler thefe Afiatic princes are fo 
fond of as that of a warrior; and, as they have no 
other notion of government, they have been con¬ 
tinually at war with one another. They talk in a 
high (train of their paffion for military glory; and 
as the word Zing, in their language, fignilies a 
l'oldier, it appears, by the frequency of that termi¬ 
nation to molt of their Nabobs, how generally they 
affeft the honor of that title. 

However, it has been obferved, that all the 
Mahometans eftablifhed in India acquire, in the 
third generation, the indolence and pul^knimity of 
the original inhabitants, and at the iiirae time a 
cruelty of charafier to which the Indians are at pre- 
fent happily ftrangers. Hence we are almoft in¬ 
duced to give affair to the opinion, that the prohi¬ 
bition of fhedding blood of any kind, inculcated 
by the Indian religion, was a political inftitution, . 
■wifely calculated to change into gentler manners 
the fangoinary difpofition, which is faid to have 
charafterifed all the inhabitants of Indoftan, before^, 
.the religion of Brama was introduced among diem. 

The Deckan*, is fo called from its fouthern 
filiation ; and the wordSoubah lignifies a province; 
fo that the viceroy of this territory is called Sou- 
bahdar, and by Europeans, improperly, Soubaii. 
The Moorifh governors, dependent on the Soubali- 
dar, aff*e the title of Nabobf, which fignifies. 
deputy, Wo ought to hold his commifllon from 
Delli; and if at his death a fuccefiftr lias not been 
previouiiy appointed by the G/eat Mogul, the 
boubahdar has the right of nominating a perfon to 
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adminifte.r the naboblhip until the will of the fo- 
vereign is known : but a Nabob thus appointed is 
not deemed authentically eftablifhed until he is con¬ 
firmed from Delli. The Soubahdar receives from 
the feveral Nabobs the annual revenues of the 
crown, and remits them to the treafury of the em¬ 
pire. The Nabobs are obliged to accompany him 
in all military expeditions within the extent of his 
viceroyalty; but not in any without that extent. 
Thefe regulations were intended to place them in 
fucli a ftate of dependence on the Soubahdar, as 
fhould render them fubfervient to the intcrefts of 
the empire ■, and at the fame time leave them fuch 
independeKfjj, as to render it difficult for the Sou¬ 
bahdar to make ufe of them to difturb the throne. 

Among. other inftances of contempt with which 
the majcfty of the emperor was treated of late 
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fo that he was in the prime of life * 
of Aurengzebe. His eldeft fon, Ga 
was bucihee, or paymafter-general, t 
nan in power,, next to the Vizir, i, 
empire. 

removal of two dangerous enemies 
placed Mahomed Shah in poffeffion 
ftcurity unknown to his precedeflors 
gn of Aurengzebe; but his greatefi. c 
his fecurity. He was weak, fcnfual, 
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prefent century, that this province was entirely re 
duced by the Moors: but its limits now are greatly 
inferior to thole which bounded the ancient Carna¬ 
tic; for the Nabobs of Arcot have never extended 
their authority beyond the river Gondega-tma to-the 
north ; the great chain of mountains to the weft ; 
and the borders of the kingdoms of Trichinopoli *, 
Tanjore, and Maiflore to the fouth ; the fea bounds 
it to the eaft. 

SudetAu.ee Cawn f was a regular and acknow¬ 
ledged Nabob of the Carnatic, , and governed that 
province from the year 1710 to 3732, when he 
died. As he had no iffue, he adopted the two fons 
of his brother; appointing the elder, Deuft Allee 
Cawn J, to fucceed in the nabobfliip >et 7 id confer¬ 
ring the government of Velore on the younger, who 
was named Boker Allee Cawn. He alfo diredted 
that Gulam Haffein, the nephew of his favorite 
wife, fhoukl be Duan, or prime minifter, to his 
fucceffor. The difpofitions he had made were ful¬ 
filled without oppofition or difficulty : but the Sou- 
bahdar, Nizam A 1 Muluck, beheld the fucceffion 
of the new .Nabob with aversion, fince it took effect 
without that deference to his authority, which he, 
was determined to eftablifli throughout all life go¬ 
vernments under his jurifdidlion. 

Di u stAlee e Caw n married one of his d aughters 
to Chunda Saib§, a man of no family nor riches; 
but endowed by nature with talents, and a capacity, 
that made ample amends for what fortune had de¬ 
nied himt This lord gave his own daughter, by a 
former wife, in marriage to Gulam Haffein, who 
was incapable of adminiftring the office of Duan, 


* Or .Tritchanopoly; fomerimes call 
t By forae called Sadatiilla. t Oi 

j Sometimes called Chunda-Sahcb, and Sai 
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which was therefore conferred upon his father- 

The kingdoms of Trichinopoli, Tanjore, Ma¬ 
dura, Maiffore, and Marava were governed by 
Gentoo princes, fubjedbed to pay a yearly tribute to 
the Mogul; which was not punctually performed; 
and the new Nabob laid hold of this circumftance 
to make war upon them, and obtain their domi¬ 
nions for his Own family. He affembled a nu¬ 
merous army, conftfting of about thirty thoufand 
horfe, with a proportionable number of foot, the 
command of which he gave to his eldeft (on Sub- 
der Allee * and Chunda Saib, who began their war¬ 
like operations by advancing towards the territories 
of Trichinopoli: but to prevent fufpicions, the 
colleftion of the tribute was given out as the only 
intention of the expedition, and the army was or¬ 
dered to move leifurely down to the feacoart, be-- 
fore, they proceeded to the fouth. Accordingly, 
they came to Madrafs, where they remained fome 
days; then marched to Pondicherry, and continu¬ 
ed there a Ipnger time. Here Chunda Saib laid the 
firft foundation of his connexions with the French 
government in that city, from whence he advanced 
towards the capital of Trichinopoli, a large popu¬ 
lous place, about thirty-five leagues fouth-weft of 
Pondicherry. It was completely inverted by the. 
Moorifh army on the fixth of March 1736, and 
taken by aflault the twenty-fixth of April following. 
Subder Allee eftablifhed Chunda Saib in the go¬ 
vernment of Trichinopoli, where he affirmed the 
title of Nabob.^After making themfelves mafters 
of all the country, they invaded the kingdom of' 
Tanjore, and befieged the capital, where Sahagy 
the king had fhut Kimfelf up with all the troops he 
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could affembte together. That place was well for- 
tified in their manner; fo that the Moorilh princes 
turned the liege into a blockade, after having at¬ 
tacked it in vain for fix months. 

While Chunda Saib commanded at tRe liege, his 
brother Bata Saib advanced towards the fouth with 
a detadhmertt of fifteen thoufand hotfe, and made 
hilfifelf mailer of Marava, Madura, and the coun- 
tty about cape Comorin. Then afcending along 
the coaft of Malabar, he pulhed his conquefts into 
the province of Travartcour. In thefe circum- 
ftances, Chunda Saib put the French in pofi'efiion ! 
of Karical; While Subder Allee returned to his fa- S 
ther at Arcot, who appointed Meer-Aijild to fuc- , 
heed Chunda Saib in the office of DTian, and the i 

latter refolved to fecute his new conquered doipini- ! 

orts as an independent government for himfelf, ; 

The Gentoo princes were greatly alarmed at 
thefe conquefts, and difpatched meffengers to Maha 
Raja the king of the Morattoes *, reprefehting to 
him, that if they were not fpeedily aififted, their' 
religion muft be fubverted, at Well as their domi- 
ftions deftroyed, by the Mahometans. The chief 
minifters of that prince, moft of whom were Bra- 
nuns, perfuaded him it was art indifpenfible article 
of his duty to comply with their requeft •, and he 
at laft determined to fend them an army of fixty 
thoufand horfe, and a hundred and fifty thoufand 
foot, under the command of his eldeft fon Ragogi 
Boufola f Sena Saib Soula, whd began his march 
with thefe numerous forces in OOtober 1739. 

Ir it be matter of aftonifhment,«rtiat fueh num¬ 
bers of fighting men are frequently brought into the 
field, how will it appear, whefi, it is added to the 


* Or Marattas; fometimes called Marartes, and Morattaes. 
t Or Ragojee Bonfala._ 
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*ccount, that every horfeman has two fervants; 
one to take care of his horfe, the other to procure 
him forage; and that all thefe are accompanied by 
their wives and children 1 

The Vlteroy Nizam A 1 Muluck was obliged 
to keep his arms turned towards Delli, which pre¬ 
vented him from marching into the Carnatic; fo 
that he permitted the Morattoes to attack the Nabob, 
which they were eager to do, with the defire of 




Before the Carnatic was conquered by the 
Great Mogul, the Morattoes were in goffeffionof 
feveral forts and territories in the country, which 
the Moors obliged them to abandon; with a ftipu- 
lation that they fhouid annually receive a portion 
of the revenues, as a recompence for the pofleffions 
which they relinquiihed, and as an encouragement 
to refrain from their ufual predatory incurfions into 
the province. The Nabobs of Arcot had many 
years negle&ed to pay this kind of tribute, and the 
Morattoes had deftfted from their accuftomed me¬ 
thod of obtaining reparation, from they: great fear 
of Nizam A 1 Muluck : but this reflfaint was now 
removed, by the encouragement which they receiv¬ 
ed from him to invade the Carnatic. 

The Morattoe army approached the Carnatic in 
May J740, pillaging and ravaging all the country 
through which they pafled. The Nabob marched 
from Arcot with what troops he could affembie, 
which were only four thoufand horfe and fix thoufand 
foot, to defend the pafies of Damal-cherri, until 
he could receive fee ill fuccours from his fon Sub- 
der Allee and Chunda Saib : but he was betrayed by 
one of his Indian officers, who fuffered the Morat¬ 
toes to pafs the ftation wheire he commanded. The 
coafequence was, that the Nabob was furioufiy at¬ 
tacked in the rear of his fmall army, which was 
not guarded by intrenchments. His men refolute-' 
ly defended themfelves, until they faw him, and 
his fon Haffan Allee, fall dead frowwlieir elephants. 
The rout was then general; moft of the Nabob’s 
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Officers were (lain; and Meer-Aflild was taken 
prifoner. This happened on the 20th of May, 
when the ground was extremely wet by the rains 
which fell the night before, fo that many fugitives 
were trod tjpder foot by the elephants, which funk 
down to the middle of the leg in mud. It is faid, 
that never was a fight more (hocking to humanity 
than what this battle prefented, of horfes, camels, and 
elephants, wounded and furious, mingled and over¬ 
whelmed; together with officers and foldiers, fending 
forth hideous cries, making vain efforts to efcape 
from the Houghs full of blood wherein they were 
plunged, and (tiffing and cruihing to pieces thofe 
wounded foldiers who wanted ftrength to fife. The 
conquero'rsqaliyidered the camp, carried off the mi¬ 
litary cheft, and took the ftandard of Mahomet, 
as alfo that of the Mogul, above forty elephants, 
and a great number of horles. The body of Deuft 
Alice Cawn was found among the dead ; but that 
of his fon could not be diftinguilhed. 

Ths Morattoes fent detachments to plunder and 
levy contributions into every part of the province -, 
while Subder Allee fled to Velore, and Cliunda Saib 
returned to Trichinopoli. The Morattoes wrote from 
Arcot to the governor of Madrafs,thatthey had large 
demands on the company, which they would fettle at 
leifure : but in the mean time, they demanded 
three hundred thoufand pagodas in part towards ; the 
pay of their army. As this letter was only fent by 
two horfemen, it was not difficult for the governor 
to return an anfwer: but he would not have found 
it foeafy, in the circumftances the place then was, 
to avoid parting^ith a capital fum, if they had fup- 
ported their demand, by marching one part of their 
army againft the town ; and that they neglected it, 
was owing to other caull-s, more than any Opinion 
that his power v/as fuflkient to refill: them. 

The 
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, The fortifications of Pondicherry were at tluj 
'time in fuch reputation, among a people who had 
never before feen any thing equal to them, that the 
late Nabob and his children had fent their families 
and treafures to remain there during, the war-, 
while the opulent inhabitants of Arcot removed all 
their valuable effects into the ftrong holds with 
which the province abounds. The Morattoe ge. 
neral alfo threatened to attack Pondicherry with all 
his forces, unlefs he had immediate fatisfaftion 
made by the payment of confiderable fums. He far¬ 
ther demanded a yearly tribute to be paid, and the 
family and treafure of the Nabob to be delivered 
up to him. Several letters palled between him and 
M. Dumas, the French governor, ivjiO'lhewed, by 
his anfwers to the Morattpe, that he was not to be 
terrified at his menaces. 

The Morattoes, thus difappointed, readily lif- 
tened to the propofals of their prifoner Meer Aflud, 
who was ■impowered by Subder Allee to treat with 
them s and it was agreed, they fhould be paid, at 
different periods, ten millions of rupees, equal to 
one year’s revenue of the province, on condition 
that they quitted it immediately. This was made 
public; but another article was kept fecret, where¬ 
by the Morattoes had liberty to attack Chunda 
Saib, and feize his dominions for themfelves. As 
foon as the treaty was ratified, Subder Allee af- 
fumed the title and authority of Nabob; while 
Chunda Saib put Trichinopoli in the beft pollure of 
defence, as apprehenfive of what had been tranf- 
afted againft him. 

The Morattoes accordingly qdtlfedthe province, 
mid returned in December; inyaded the country of 
Trichmopoli, invefted the capital, cut off all fup- 
. plies, and obliged Chunda Saib to furrender the 
place, on the 26th of March 174.1, after he had 
bravely defended it three months. The Morattoes 
put 
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put him, with his fon, and their principal officers, 
under the ftrifteft confinement; and having drained 
Trichinopoli, they appointed Morarow *, one of 
their generals, viceroy of the kingdom, leaving 
fourteen t|joufand of their troops under his com¬ 
mand. During the fiege, the Morattoe general 
fent a detachment of eight thoufand horfe, and a 
ftrong body of foot, to the feacoaft, who attacked 
Porto Novo, about fix leagues to the fouth of Pon¬ 
dicherry, and eafily made themfelves matters of an 
open indefenfible place, which they plundered, and 
carried off all the merchandizes found in the ma¬ 
gazines of the Englifh, French, and Dutch. Th$ 
fame detachment marched from Porto Novo to 
Goudelourl ^n Engliffi fettlement four leagues 
fouth of Pondicherry, which they pillaged-. After 
this, they encamped at Archiouac, a league and 
half from Pondicherry ; from whence they march¬ 
ed to attack Congymer and Ladras, two eftablilh- - 
ments belonging to the Dutch, whofe magazines 
they entirely plundered. 

Subder Allee was thus confirmed Nabob bythe 
Morattoes, and Chunda Saib W2S removed from 
exciting inteftine commotions: but the refentment 
of Nizam A 1 Muluck ftill remained to be appeafed. 
The late calamities fo much affefled the new Na¬ 
bob, that he removed his court from the open and 
defencelefs city of Arcot, and took up his refidence 
at Velare, which was well fortified, and had a ftrong 
citadel formerly built by the Morattoes. With 
the fame fpirit of precaution he fent his wives and 
children with his trealures to Madrafs; becaufe he 
fufpedled the connexions which fubfifted between 
Chunda Saib and ,M. Dupleix, the governor of 
Pondicherry. The Nabob made feveral vifits from 
Velore to his family at Madrafs; and theie journies 
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were reported to Nizam A 1 Muluck, as proofs of 
his intention to proceed from thence by fea to 
Mecca, to fpend the remainder of his days in ads 
of devotion at the tomb of Mahomet. 

Mortiz Allee, who had married tfre Nabob’s 
filler, was now governor of Velore, and was un¬ 
willing to pay his contingent for the Morattoes ; in 
which, he was joined by other governors, who repre-’ I 
fented to him, that the Soubahdar would be pleafed j 
with any violent meafures that might be taken by 
the officers of the Carnatic, againlt a Nabob who 
paid little deference to his authority. A confpiracy 
was formed, and Subder Alice was affaffinated by 
fome AbylTinian (laves •, after which Mortiz Allee 
influenced the army to proclaim hinvNSbob; but 
they as foon dethroned him, and Seid Mahomed 
. Cawn, the young fon of Subder Allee, was declared 
lawful fucceffor to the government of the Carnatic. 

The Soubahdar Nizam AI Muluck had no dan¬ 
ger to apprehend from the court of Delli, and 
marched in the fpring from Golconda to Arcot, at 
the head of his army, which was compofed of 
eighty thoufand horfe, and two hundred thoufand 
' foot. Such a force could meet with no refiftance : 
he fettled the government at Arcot, which he con¬ 
ferred on C©ja Abdullah Cawn, and took the young 
prince whom he had depofed under his own care. He 
alfo expelled the Morattoes from Trichinopoli ; and 
returned to Golconda, where he was attended by 
the new Nabob, who was poifoned on the road, 
and was fucceeded in his government by Anaverdy 
Cawn *, through the favor, of Nizam Al Muluck. 

The new Nabob arrived at Arcot'in April; and 
the introduflion of this Itrangor into the Carnatic 
was the fource of thofe events," which gave rile- to 
the war in India between the Englilh and French. 
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SECTION II. 


Account of Anaverdy Cawn .- he is confirmeiin the 
1 government of the Carnatic :— The War between 
Great ^Britain and France in 1744: it ex¬ 
tends to their fettlements in the East Indies. 
Commodore Barnet fent there with a Jquadron 
from England in 1745: his capture of fome French 
Jhipsinthe Indian feas-, and his arrival at Madrafs. 
M. de la Bourdonnais fent with a French fqua- 
dron to reinforce Pondicherry.— Commodore Barnet 
dies in 1746, and is fucceededin the command by 
Captain Peyton. An engagement between the two 
fquadronspff Negapatnam.— The Jlate of Madrafs 
tinder governor Morse : it is befieged by the French 
army and fqtmdron from Pondicherry, under the 
command of M. de la Bourdonnais. The Jlrength 
of the Befiegers, and the Befieged : the town capi¬ 
tulates and J'urrenders. The French Governor of 
Pondicherry revokes the treaty of ranfom: the 
Englilh Governor and Council are fent prifoners 
of war to Pondicherry: and M. de Paradis is 
appointed governor of Madrafs. Amount of the 
French booty then s and of the Englilh left.—Com¬ 
modore de la Bourdonnais reinforced by fome Jhips 
of war from France : his fquadron dtftroyed by a 
form. He quits the French fervice ; is taken in a 
Dutch Jhip, and brought prifoner to England, in 
1747: his removal to France, confinement m the 
Baftile, and honorable dtjeharge. 

A Naverdy Cajjin was the fan of Anawar, who 
was made by the Great Mogul Aureng- 
zebe, on account of his great erudition and know¬ 
ledge of the Koran, one of thofe religious officers ap¬ 
pointed to offer up daily prayers for the health and 
profperity of the iovereign s who alfo ennobled him 
C with 
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of the admiralty, for a fquadron to be fent for the 
protedtion of their trade and fectlements, and to 
annoy thofe of the French in India. Accordingly, 
a fquadron was appointed for the fervice, under 
the command of commodore Barnet, confiding of 
four Ihips *, with which he let fail frbm Portf- 
mouth on the 5th of May. This fquadron did not 
proceed immediately to the Englilh fetnlements in 
India; but palled beyond them, and cruized in two 
divifions in the Straits of Sunda and Malacca, with 
a defign to interrupt the French company Ihips, 
then expedted to be on their return to Europe, 
without any convoy. The commodore and lord 
Northelk difguifed their Ihips, by painting and 
rigging them in the Dutch manner, and in this 
condition arrived in the Straits of Baifca, where they 
continued at anchor, till the 25th of January 1745, 
when they faw three large French (hips coming 
down, which they attacked and cook, after a fmarc 
engagement of about three glafies. The French 
Ihips belonged to the company, and were laden 
from Canton to Europe: the one was called the 
Dauphin, commanded by captain Butler ; another 
was the Hercules, commanded by captain Dufrein; 
and the third was the Jafon, commanded by captain 
Delametrie: they were about 700 ton, with 30 
guns, and 150 men, each s very deeply and richly 
laden, chiefly with tea, china-ware, and filk s with 
which the commodore proceeded to Batavia, where 



> as follows r 


Men. Guns. 


Total 1220 190 


the 





INTRODUCTION. xxi 
the whole fquadron was to rendezvous, and from 
thence fall down to the coaft of Coromandel. The 
two other men of war, were alfo difguifed like 
Dutchmen, and took a French privateer at Achen 
in Sumatra, which was fitted out from Pondicherry 
to cruize^n the China feas. They alfo took a 
French fliip from Manilla, richly laden ; and then 
joined the commodore at Batavia, from whence the 
whole fquadron fet fail, and appeared on the coaft 
of Coromandel in the month of July ; at which 
time the garrifon of Pondicherry confitled of no 
more than 436 Europeans, its fortifications were 
not completed, and no French marine force had 
appeared in India lince the declaration of war. . 

M. Duiy-Eix now prefided at Pondicherry, the 
government <Jf which had been refigned to him by 
M. Dumas in Odtober 1741, together with the title 
and privilege of Nabob, which had been confer¬ 
red on the late governor by the reigning Mogul, 
whereby he was made Manfoubdar, with the com¬ 
mand of 4500 Mogul cavalry, being the firft 
honor of that kind ever conferred upon any Eu¬ 
ropean in Indoftan. M. Dupleix was not bred a 
foldier, and the appearance of the Britifli fquadron 
alarmed him, for the fafety of Pondicherry. He 
therefore prevailed on Anaverdy Cawn to infift 
with the Englifli government of Madrafs, that the 
llrips of war fhould not commit any hoftilities by. 
land againft the French pofleflions in the territories, 
of Arcot: but the Nabob alfo allured the Englifii, 
that he would oblige the French to obferve the lame 
neutrality. This made fo much impreffion upon 
the government -of Madrafs, that they requefted. 
and prevailed on commodore Barnet to confine the 
operations of his fqdadron to the fea. 

The French were not only intent on defeating 
the expedition of commodore Barnet; but had even 
C 3 put 
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put into execution a fcheme for expelling the Eng- 
lift company from all their fettlements on the 
coato of Coromandel. M. Mahe de la Bourdon- 
nais, the governor of the ides of France and Bour¬ 
bon, two fettlements belonging to the French in 
the Indian ocean, about thirty-four leagues to. the 
eaftward of Madagafcar, was fent, in 1739, with 
afquadron of large ihips and 1500 men, to rein¬ 
force Pondicherry; which arrived there in 1741. 
As the Englilh had refufed the neutrality offered 
by the French, the latter came to the refolution of 
giving a vigorous exertion to their force in India: 
and accordingly, on the nth of April 1745, the 
French monarch granted M. de la Bourdonnais a 
commiffion, whereby it was ordered, r “ That all 
captains and officers of the India company's Chips, 
Ihould acknowledge him for their commander, and 
to obey himasfuch ; whether hefhould go on board 
any of thofe fhips, or might judge proper to fend 
them on any particular expedition.” This com¬ 
miffion was received at Pondicherry, on the 6th of 
January following, by M. de la Bourdonnais, who 
■was, like the Du Quenes, the Barts, and the Du 
Gue-Trouins, a man qualified for doing great 
things with a fmall force; and one who under- 
ftood commerce as well as fighting. He inftantly 
applied his whole attention how to diftrefs the 
Englifh company ; and, as the mod effedlual way, 
determined to attempt the redu&ion of Madrafs, 
with its fobordinate fettlements, rather than lofe his 
time in uncertain cruizes, by endeavouring to in¬ 
tercept the Ihips belonging to the Englifh com¬ 
pany. . , 

Commodore Barnet died at Fort St. David’s in 
April, 1746, and was fucceededm the command by 
captain Peyton, who fent home two fhips, and was 
reinforced by three other men of war from Eng¬ 
land, 
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land, when his fquadron confided of feven fhips *. 
M. de la Bourdonnais had alfo a fquadron confid¬ 
ing of eight fhips, the larged of which belonged to 
the king, and the other feven were fitted out by 
the company as men of war f- 

The jwo fquadrons met on the 25th of June, 
and came to an engagement off Negapacnam. The 
French had much the fuperiority in number of 
meri v but the Englifh had greatly the advantage 
in weight of metal, by which the fortune of battle 
is now generally decided at fea : the Englifh alfo 
failed better than the French, and were worked 
with greater fkill. The adlioir began at half an 
hour paft four in the afternoon, and continued till 
feven, when it grew dark, and occafioned the re¬ 
paration of both the fquadrons, with little lofs on 
either fide. £ Commodore Peyton made fail for 
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Trincanomaly bay in the ifland of Ceylon s and the 
French commodore returned to Pondicherry: the r 
former afterwards di&ppeared, and failed for the 1 
bay of Bengal s while the latter made preparations f 
for befieging Madrafs. >■ 

The Englilh called on the Nabob ^naverdy 
Cawn to fulfil his promife of reftraining the French 
from committing hoftilities againft them by land : 
but they omitted to employ the mOft certain means / 

of obtaining his proteftion, by negledling to ac- | 

company their application for his afliftance with a ! 
prefent of money-, which imprudent parlimony | 

left the Nabob unconcerned about their interefts. j 

NicHOLAsMoRSE,Efq; was at this time governor I 

of Madrafs, which had been raifed to a degree of | 
opulence and reputation, that rendered 'it inferior | 

to none of the European eftablilhments in India, ex¬ 
cepting Goa and Batavia :• but the place had been 
in a bad ftate of defence for fome years, and ftill 
continued fo, notwithftanding commodore Barnet 
had apprized the company, and particularly their 
fecret committee, of the infecutity of their fettle- 
ment, by a letter, dated on board the Deptford in 
Madrafs road, on the 54th of September 1745, 
wherein that experienced and judicious commander 
reprefented, “ That he muft fpeak his furprize, to 
find a place of fuch confequence as this was to the 
company, in fnch a condition: the works feemed 
rather built by chance than defign -, the baftions 
were placed contrary to all rules, and the curtain 
was no better than a long unflanked garden-wall; 
and the garrifon was fo weak, that, if he was go¬ 
vernor, he fhonld never deep foun 4 in a French 
war, if there were 500 Europeans in Pondicherry: 
that he had feen, and confidered the plan of the 
works propofed; thought it a very good one; and, 
when it was completed, the town would be'fuffi- 
ciently fortified on that fide: but then, that fome- 
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'thing muft be done towards the Tea, where there 
were embrafures for form, not ufe, there being 
no rampart to mount guns upon : that the diftance 
between the baftions was very great, and there was 
again a long weak wail without flank or defence •, 
fo that Jjro fixty gun Ihips would, in two hours 
time, make an entire breach from baftion to baf- 
tion.” Governor Morfe, as the company had fo 
long neglefted to lend a lkilful engineer, did all 
that lay in his power for the fecurity of the place, 
and fent for the bed he could get from Bombay in 
1745: but had the fortifications been in the belt 
order, they would have been of little ufe, without 
a fufficient number of men to defend them ; and 
this was theprefent cafe. 

M. de''laj>Bourdonnais was well acquainted 
with the fituation of Madrafs, the nature of the 
works, and the ftrength of the garrifon ; fo that he 
neglefted nothing that could contribute to make 
his advantage of any defedts in the fortifications of 
the place. On the 3d of September, the French 
fquadron anchored four leagues to the fouth of Ma¬ 
drafs, having on board the troops, artillery, and 
ftores intended forthefiege. Herefomeof the troops 
were landed, and marched to St. Thome, about 
three miles to the fouthward of Madrafs: there 
they fecured the landing of another part of their 
men on the 4th, without any interruption from the 
garrifon, which was incapable of fending a de¬ 
tachment fufficient to make any material oppofi- 
tion. The town was immediately invefted on the 
land, fide, where the French made their grand camp 
at Chindadre £etrah ; while the fquadron prevent¬ 
ed any relief by lea. 

The French army confided of 1100 Europe¬ 
ans, 400 Caffres,'and 400 fepoys, difciplined in 
the European manner. On board the fquadron 
there remained 1800 European mariners ; and this 
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force was too formidable to be refitted. Long be- . J 
fore the war with France, the Engliih company j 
had promifed to augment the garrifon of Madrals ) 
to 600 Europeans, cxclufive of the gun-room I 
crews yet the recruits were fo few, thac when the * 
French invefted it, the whole garrifoiftv-confifted 
only of 300 Europeans, twenty-three of which 
were Portugueze deferters from Goa, thirty-four 
were in the hofpital, and there were fuch numbers 
incapable of fervice, that all the effeftive Europe- . j 
ans to be depended upon did not exceed 200: to 
which may be added, the crew of the princefs 
Mary, being eighty men; and about 200 Topafie9, 
a black, degenerate, wretched race of the ancient 
Portugueze, and little to be depended,, upon, as 
there was not one in ten poffeffed of tiny of the ne- 
ceffary requifites for a foldier. The principal of¬ 
ficer among the garrifon was one Peter Eckman, 
an ignorant fuperannuated'Swede, who had been a 
common foldier, and now bore the rank of a firil 
lieutenant: he was afiifted by two other lieutenants, 
and feven enfigns. To all which may be farther ad¬ 
ded, that though the garrifon had near 200 pieces of 
cannon, yet they wanted men that were capable of 
playing them s befides that, the want of military 
ftores was equal to the paucity of military men. 

Most of the Afiatics immediately deferted the 
place, and flew up into the country with their mod 
valuable effedts. The Nabob fent no affiftance to 
the garrifon s for fuch was his avaricious temper, 
that it could not refill the powerful policy of 
French corruption, as he preferred the gold of 
France before the ties of honour* and the fecurity 
of that fettlement, which it was his own intereft to 
preferve. 

The French began to bombard the town on the 
yth of September, which they continued till the 
Joth, when 'William Monfon, Efq-, and John 
. Hally- ■ 


INTRODUCTION, xxvii 
Hallyburton, Efq; were fent, as deputies, from 
the governor to the French camp, to fee what, 
terms would be granted, and if it was poflible to 
procure the ranfom of the town. The deputies 
were honorably treated by M. de la Bourdonnais, 
who enirfed into a confultation with them, and of¬ 
fered them the following conditions: “ That the 
town Ihould be delivered up, and all the Englilh 
remain prifoners of war: that the articles of capi¬ 
tulation being fettled, thofe of the ranfom Ihould 
be regulated amicably: that the garrifon Ihould 
be conduced to Fort St. David; and the failors 
fent to Cuddalore.” 

As the inftrudions of M. de la Bourdonnais 
were, not. to make any new fettlement, he had in 
his power otfly this alternative, either to deftroy 
fuch as he Ihould become matter of, or treat for a 
ranfom. The latter was more adapted to his 
inteieft : but, as he had only agreed it Ihould be 
regulated in a friendly manner, the Englilh depu¬ 
ties demanded of him a farther explanation ; when 
he made them this anfwer: “ Gentlemen, I do not 
fell honor: the flag of my king fhall fly over Ma- 
drafs, or I will die at the foot of the walls. In re¬ 
gard to the ranfom of the town, and in every thing 
that is interefting, you {hall be fatisfied with me ; 
(and, taking the hat of one of the deputies, he faid) 
here is nearly the manner how we will regulate 
matters : this hat is worth fix rupees, you fhall give 
me three or four for it, and fo of the reft.” 

These articles were accepted and figned, upon 
which the French took poffeflion of the town. The 
magazines, warehoufes, and other places, were de¬ 
livered over to the French officers and commififa- 
ries; and the F.nghTh foldiers and failors were car¬ 
ried on board the French (hips in the road ; while 
the governor and council fettled the price of the 
ranfom with the French commodore at 1,100,000 
pagodas, 
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pagodas, or 421,666!. fterling; betides a very va¬ 
luable private prefent.to the commodore, who was 
willing to evacuate his. conqueR upon thefe terms, 
and leave the Englilli in full pofieffion of their pre- 
fidency. 

There was not a man killed in tlfev.Frencli 
camp during the liege; and only live iinglilTimen 
■were killed in the town by the. explofion of the 
bombs, which dcftroyed three lioules. 

The fame day that Madrals furrendered, a mef- 
fenger from the Nabob Anaverdy Cawn arrived at 
Pondicherry, and delivered to .M. Dupleix a letter, 
in which the Nabob cxpreffed great forprize at the 
prefumption of the French in attacking Madrals 
without his permiffion, and threatened t [> fend his 
army there if the fiege was not immediately raifed. 
But M. Dupleix fent dire&ions to his agent at Ar- 
cot to pacify the Nabob, by promifing, that the 
town Ihould be given up to him ; and by reprefent- 
ing, that the Englilh would certainly be willing to 
pay him a large fum of money for the reftitution of 
fo valuable a pofletiion. 

The French government at Pondicherry at firfl: 
ratified the treaty of ranfom : but, on the 20th of 
September, they declared it null and void; fo that 
commodore De la Bourdonnais was obliged to re¬ 
voke the terms of the ranfom, and leave Madrafs 
under the government of M. de Paradis, a Swifs, 
who was the favorite of M. Dupleix. The confe- 
quence was, that the Britifh governor and council, 
on the 13th of November, were carried prifoners to 
Pondicherry; while the reft of the Englilh inhabi¬ 
tants were ordered to quit Madrafs; upon which 
they difperfed to different places, and left the 
French in pofletiion of all theii" effe&s. 

The promifeof a ranfom was the principal in¬ 
ducement chat prevailed on governor Morfe to 
makefo fpeedy a furrender; and if the French had 
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not perfidioufly broke their engagement, the price 
of the ranfom would have been a very favorable 
circumflance to the Englifh company: for the 
French obtained a booty of lilver, woollen goods, 
velvets, copper, iron, lead, and ftores for ufe and 
fale, to^rfle value of 73,000k fterling ; in plate, 
furniture, mint neceffaries, and other lmall articles, 
12,oool *, 1600 bales of calicoes, 7000 bags of fait- 
petre, and 800 landies of red wood, valued at 
72,800!. prime coll-, in all, 157,800k They alfo 
took the princefs Mary Indiaman ■, with two knows, 
called the Mermaid and Advice, employed in the 
company’s fervice: to this might be added a much 
more confiderable fum, from the deprivation- of fo 
important,a branch of commerce, and the lofs of 
revenues s betides the expence of the public build¬ 
ings, which coft upwards of i6o,oool; and which 
the French intended to demolilh, if they had not 
received frefh inftrudhons, in conference of the 
Englifh having taken Cape Breton. That circum- 
ftance caufed the French to alter their meafures, 

, with the view of exchanging one place for the 
other: but though the Engliih afterwards, in pur- 
fuance of the general treaty of peace, left Cape 
Breton in a better condition than when it was taken -, 
yet the French adled very differently at Madrafs, 
where they deftroyed the fortifications, and prin¬ 
cipal buildings, before they delivered it up. 

Commodore de la Bourdonnais aimed at no¬ 
thing lefs than the total extirpation of every Engliih 
fettlemenf on the coafc of Coromandel, which he 
was in a better condition of attempting, by the ar¬ 
rival of three men of war * from France at Pondi- 
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cherry, on the 27th of September, with 1520 men 

^BuTin this he was prevented by a ftorm which 
happened on the 2d of Oftober in the night, and 
blew fo violently hard, as to render the greateib 
part of the French fquadron, then ridisg in the 
harbor of Madrafs, incapable of fervice. The Due 
d’Orleans, Phoenix, and Lys, were foundered : as 
alfo were the Advice and Mermaid prizes : the 
Achilles loll all her malts s and the other Ihips had 
the greatell difficulty in difengaging themielves 
from the fury of the temped, in which 1200 of 
their men perifhed, with Sixty of the Engliih garri- 
fon of Madrafs, who were on board the Due 
d’Orleans. About twenty other vc/Fels„.belonging 
to different nations, were either drove on Shore, or 
perifhed at fea: but the Ihips which were at anchor 
in the road of Pondicherry felt no effe£t of the 
ftorm that raged at Madrafs. It is obferved, that 
the violence of thefe hurricanes is generally confin¬ 
ed to fixty or eighty miles in breadth ; though in 
their progrefs they frequently blow quite acrofs the 
bay of Bengal.. 

This event was favorable to the Engliih, becaufe 
the French were preparing for the redudtion of 
Fort St. David ; which this ftorm prevented. 

Ths French commodore left M. de Paradis in 
poffeflion of Madrafs; and then failed to Pondi¬ 
cherry, from whence he took the difabled Ihips to 
refit at the ifle of Bourbon, where he arrived in 


December. He foon after left that iftand, which, 
from a foreft, he had rendered a flourilhing colo¬ 
ny, and the arfenal of all the military expeditions in 
India that might be undertaken by the French. 
The mifunderftanding betweeiS him and the coun¬ 
cil of Pondicherry deprived France of the fruit of 
nis labor. He quitted the French fervice, and 
went with the principal part of the plunder of Ma- 
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drafs to Batavia, where he converted mod of it 
into jewels, and embarked himfeif with two of his 
officers, and fome of his treafure, in a Dutch Ihip, 
for Holland; which Ihip was taken by an Engliih 
privateer, and carried into Falmouth in December 
1747. ijwo other Dutch (hips from Batavia, with 
Madralsgoods on board, and two French officers, 
■were alfo taken by another privateer, and carried 
into Milford. But the commodore’s lady, with mod 
of thejewels, arrived in a Portugueze Ihip at LiJbon. 
The commodore was confined fome days in Pen- 
dennis caftie, from whence he was coridu&ed to 
London in the cuftody of two meffengers. He was 
treated with the utmoft politenefs, and afterwards 
fent to France, where thefriends of M. Dupleix had 
influence enough to get him confined to the Baftile, 
three years and a half, on account of apretended debt 
of a million of livres to the India company. Thus, this 
gallant man, whofe name ought to be for ever dear 
to the French nation, was treated at Paris like a 
criminal : but at length the commiflaries appoint¬ 
ed by the king, with an unanimous voice,.pro¬ 
nounced him innocent. France gave him another 
title ; (he called him her Avenger. The decree by 
which he was acquitted, met with as loud acclama¬ 
tions at Paris, as the taking of the French prizes 
had done at London. The commiflaries only re- 
ftored him to his liberty; but the nation in rap¬ 
tures gave him his reward; and if he had furvived 
the fubfequent ill fuccefles of his country at fea, his 
abilities would probably have raifed him to the 
higheft commands in the navy of France. 
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SECTION III. 

The Jlrength of the French at Pondicherry ; which 
is attacked by the Nabob’! troops, who are reptile 
fed.—Account of Fort Sc. David, which** put in¬ 
to adefen/tble filiation by governor Hynd. It is 
lefieged by the French army from Pondicherry, 
commanded by M. Bury, in December 1746. The 
Jlrength of the befiegers and the befieged: the 
Nabob fends troops to affifi the Englifli; and the 
French are repulfed , with great lofs.—The Britifli 
fqmdron reinforced by the arrival of commodore 
Griffin, at Fort St. David, in 1747. The 
Jlrength of his fqmdron 5 and of ike Fort. The 
Jlrength of the French fquadron af Pondicherry. 
The Britifh commodore burns the Neptune, a 
French Jkip of war, in Madrafs-road ; and the 
French governor of Madrafs takes the Princels 
Amelia Indiaman. The French improve the forti¬ 
fications at Pondicherry and Madrafs.- Major 

Lawrence returns from England to Fort St. 
David in January 1748 -,’ajfumes the command of 
all the forces in India belonging to the company ; 

and puts the Fort into a good ftate of defence. - 

The French fqmdron, under M. Bouvet, arrives 
with troops at Madrafs, and returns to Mauritius. 
—Admiral Boscawen arrives from England, 
•with his fquadron and troops, at Fort St. David, 
in July 1748 : the lift of his (hips, and the number 

of his troops.- Thefiege of Pondicherry. The 

ftrength of the town. Attack of Fort Ariancopang: 
Major Goodere killed, and Major Lawrence ta¬ 
ken prifoner: the Fort defrayed by the French, and 
repaired by the Englifli. The Tiege began : a fally 
made, in which M. Paradis is wounded. The fige 
ratfed. Lofs on both Jides. Rejoicings at Pondi¬ 
cherry ox raifing the fige.—Advice arrives of a 
ctjfation 



Sedation of arms in Europe ; and of a General 

Peace. - A form defrays a great fart of the 

Britidi ftpiadron on the coaft of Coromandel.—— 
Madrafs delivered to the Englidi in a ruinous con- 
dition.^f/ldmiral Bofcawen takes poffeftion of it } 
and Mjo of St. Thome, which he fortifies. He 
affifts Major Lawrence in his attack upon Devi- 
Cotah, which the king of Tanjore cedes to the 
Englifli for ever.-^The Admiral returns to Eng¬ 
land.- The recommencement of commotions in the 

Carnatic, 

T H E Nabob of Arcot Was ordered by the 
viceroy Nizam A 1 Muluck to reinftate the 
Englilh in ttieitxprefidency of Madrafs 5 in which at¬ 
tempt he was unfuccefsful; becaufe the French were 
too powerful to be intimidated by any Afiatic force. 
The ftorm to which the French fquadron had been 
expofed, ruined the marine force of that nation in 
India, and preferved the Englidi cftablilhments from 
imminent danger: yet this difafter gave fuch an 
addition of ftrength to the French eftabliihments in 
the Carnatic, that the events which afterwards hap¬ 
pened on the coaft of Coromandel, feem to have 
been the confequence of that augmentation of, 
troops, which Pondicherry acquired after the French 
fquadron was reduced to the incapacity of attemp¬ 
ting any farther expeditions. M. de la Bourdon- 
nais had left behind him 1200 difeiplined men j 
450 more were landed out of the three Ihips which 
came lad: from India 5 and about 900 failors were 
taken out of the Ihips that remained on the coadr. 
By this addition, the whole body of the French 
troops, on the coaft of Coromandel, amounted to 
near 2000 men. , 
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under the command of his eldeft fon Maphuze 
Cawn, to inveft the town: but, on the 22d of Odto- 
ber 1746, a body of 400 men, with two field pieces, 
marched out'of the town, to attack the befiegers, 
who had never fees fuch artillery employ againft 
them ; and had no conception, that it was poffible 
to fire the fame piece of cannon five or fix times 
in a minute with execution ; for, in the aukward 
management of their own clumfy artillery, they 
think it well done if they fire once in a quarter of 
an hour. The French detachment concealed their 
two field pieces behind their line, until the enemy’s 
cavalry approached near enough to feel the full 
effefl of them, which immediately put„their whole, 
body into confufion, and occafioned a precipitate 
Sight. The French killed about feventy Moors 
in the attack, and returned into the town without 
lofing a man. Maphuze Cawn then took poffeffion 
of St. Thome, from whence he was eafily expelled, 
with confiderable lofs, and obliged to feek for fafety 


It was more than a century fmee any of the Eu¬ 
ropean nations had obtained a decifive advantage in 
war againft the officers of the Great Mogul. The 
experience of former unfuccefsful enterprizes had 
perfuaded the Europeans that the Moors were brave 
and formidable; but that opinion was now remov¬ 
ed, when it was found, that the French under M. 
Paradis had defeated a whole army with a Angle 
battalion. 


The reduaion of Madrafs gave the Englilh at 
Fort St.David, Bombay, and,Bengal, an oppor¬ 
tunity of putting themfelves ip a more defenfible fi¬ 
liation; which governor Hyttd very diligently ob- ■ 
ferved at Fort St. David, by ftrengchening the for¬ 
tifications, and taking a number of the 

Indian militia into his pay. The government of 
this place depended on that pf Madrafs, to which 
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a was immediately the next in rank : but on the 
breach of the treaty of ranfom, the company’s 
agents at Fort St. David, regarding thofe of Ma- 
drafs aB prifoners to the French, took upon them- 
felves thgrfgeneral adminiftration of affairs on the 
coaft oRSoromandel. They began by applying to 
the Nabob of Arcot for his afiiftance againlf the 
French, which was readily granted, and another 
army fent for that purpofe under the command of 
Maphuze Cawn, and his brother Mahomed Allee 

The troops deftined to attack Fort St. David 
affembled at Ariancopang, about two miles fouth- 
weft of Popdicherry. They confided of 1700 men, 
chiefly Europeans, of which fifty were cavalry: 
they had alfo two companies of Caffre-llaves, na¬ 
tives of Madagafcar, and of the eaftern coaft of 
Africa, difciplined and brought into India by M. 
de la Bourdonnais: they had fix field pieces, and 
fix mortars: the whole commanded by M. Bury, 
the oldeft officer of the French troops in India. 
They marched on the 8th of December at night, 
and arrived the next morning at the river Panna, 
which runs into the fea about a mile and half of 
Fort St. David. The . garrifon of that place, with 
the addition of the officers and foldiers who had 
efcaped from Madrafs, confifted of no more than 
200 Europeans, and too Topaffes, which were in¬ 
tended to defend the fort; while the defence of 
Cuddalore was entrufted to 2000 hired Peons; for 
at this time the Englilh had not adopted the idea 
of training the, Indian natives in the European dif- 
cipline, though the French had fet the example, 
by railing fome companies of fepoys at Pondi- 

About a mile and half to the north-weft of Fort 
-St.'David was a country-houfe appointed for the refi- 
dence of the governor, behind which was a large 
P 2 garden 
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garden inclofed with a brick wall; and before the 
houfe, a court with buildings on each fide of it. 
The French paffed the river at a ford about a 
quarter of a mile from the garden, and advanced 
to take poffefiion of it; in which theykmct with 
little refinance from the Peons, and then laid down 
their arms to reft themfclves after their fatigue. 
While they were in this diforder, they were attacked 
by Maphuze Cawn and Mahomed Alice with 6000 
horfe and 3000 foot, which arrived the preceding 
day on the plain of Chimondalum, four miles welt 
of the fort. The French ran to their arms in con- 
fufion, rulhed out of the garden into the plain, and 
endeavoured to re,crofs the river before they could 
be attacked : but the Nabob’s troops came up with 
them before they arrived there, and feveral times 
advanced fword in hand upon their main body, 
which were protefted by their artillery. The En- 
gliih garrifon Tallied out as foon as they perceived 
the French retreating •, but did not come up in 
time to affift in interrupting their paffage over the 
river, which Was not effefted without confiderable 
lofs. The Engliih and Moors advanced in purfuit 
of the French; but could not overtake them, until 
they had marched fix miles on the other fide of the 
river; by which time the troops were recovered 
from their pannic, and were drawn up in fuch good 
order, that it was not thought prudent to attack 
them; fo that they returned to Ariancopang at 
feven in the evening, having been in motion almoft 
twenty-four hours. They loft four of their beft 
officers, and near 200 men killed and wounded ; 
with all their tents, ammunition, fix camels, two 
mortars, two chefts of arms, four drums,. and all 
their provisions. 

- M. Dupleix foon after made an unfuccefsfut at¬ 
tempt upon Cuddalore, and then ravaged fame 
part of the province of Arcot; which exafperated 
the 
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the Nabob more than ever; yet the French go¬ 
vernor prevailed on the Nabob to- recal his army 
from Fort St. David, at a time when it had received 
no fupplies either from Europe or the fettlements 

Tmr*P?ench renewed their preparations in March 
1747, for another attempt on Fort St. David; 
in which they were alfo dilappointed by the arrival 
of commodore Griffin, with three lhips of fixty 
guns, one of fifty, and another of forty, to reinforce 
the Britilh fquadron, which then con lifted of eleven 
lhips *. The commodore landed 150 marines, and 
500 failors, at Fort St. David, as a temporary aug¬ 
mentation of the garrifon ; which was farther rein¬ 
forced in'June, by 100 Europeans, 200 topafies, 
and 100 fepoys, from Bombay; with 400 fepoys 
from Tellicherry ; and 150 foldiers came likewife 
in the company’s lhips from Europe in the courfe 
of the year. The French fquadron was alfo rein¬ 
forced, and confided of eight (hips f. •, which, had 
been refitted, but were never brought out to en¬ 
counter commodore Griffin, though he blocked up 
Pondicherry during all the month of Auguft j and, 
by his difpofttions, prevented them from receiving 
any manner of fupplies for a confiderable time af-. 


York - - - 60 Winchefte 

Princefs Mary 60 Eltham - 

Medway - - - 60 Medway’s 
Harwich - - - 50 Lively - 
Preiton - - - jo 

f Achilles - - •- 


Mar 


)n - - - 56 Lacrime - - 

- - * 5 6 St - L °“ is - ' 

D 3 






ravin INTRODUCTION, 
terwards: he alio burnt the Neptune man of war 1 
in Madrafs road, on the 23d of September. The 
French took the princefs Amelia, one of the Ihips 
belonging to the company, who put in ar Madrafs, 
Imagining it had been poffeffed by the Englilh ; for 
the French kept the Britifli colours flyinf st Fort 
St. George, and this ftratagem had like to have de¬ 
ceived more of the Englilh commanders in the fer- 
■fice of the India company. The Britannia efcaped 
only through the mMconduft of the French : the 
Exeter might have met with tile fame fate as the A- 
melia, had Ihe not been forewarned of her danger by 
a Britilhman of war, who happened to be cruizing 
off the place, juft as ihe was coming to an anchor: 
and the Oxford too was laved, by fortunately having 
a perfon on board capable of difeourfing in the 
country language, and by that means learnt of a 
Catamaran, who was fidring off the Fort, that the 
place was in poffeffion of the French. 

The force under commodore Griffin was infuffi- 
cient either to reduce Pondicherry, or recover Ma¬ 
drid s becaufe the French had repaired the fortifi¬ 
cations of the former! where they had mounted 180 
pieces of heavy cannon, and erefted fix additional 
forts to flank their exterior works, the magazines 
and arfenal were well provided -, and the garrifon. 
With the military Indians, formed a body of near 
5000. men. Madrafs was alia put into a defenfible 
iituauon: and the miniftry of Delli, inftead of af¬ 
fixing the Englilh in the re-pofleflion of their In¬ 
dian prefidency, profeffed a neutrality ; nor could 
the Nabob be farther induced to interfere in the 
quarrel between the two nations f which occafioned 
the Britiih commodore to relinquilh all his expedta- 
tions of retrieving the honor and character of his 
country, till the arrival'of a proper reinforcement, 
which was fpeedily expedted under,rear admiral 
Bofcawen, 
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Bofcawen, when Pondicherry was to be threatened 
with a fiege. 

In January 1748, major Lawrence arrived from 
England at Fort St. David, with a commiflion to 
command all the forces in India belonging to the 
compact and he made all the neceffary prepara¬ 
tions for the defence of Fort St. David and Cudda- 
lore. The French attempted again to furprize the 
latter: but the major gave them an unexpected recep¬ 
tion, and obliged them to a precipitate retreat, with 
the lofs of many men. While Mr. Griffin lay at an¬ 
chor, under the walls of Fort Sc. David, the French 
fquadron, commanded by M. Bouvet, was difcover- 
ed, on the 9th of June, off Negapatnam, by the 
captain of the Lively man of war, who immediately 
proceeded to tort St. David; and gave intelligence 
thereof to the commodore: but the French arrived 
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28th of March 1748- They left the Ca P e on the 
8th of May •, and,, after making an unfuccefsful at¬ 
tempt againft the French at the ifland of Mauritius, 
400 miles eaft of Madagafcar, the whole fquadron 
arrived at Fort St. David on the 29th of Jdly, when 
admiralBofcawen affumed thecommand, wilMecom¬ 
modore Griffin was preparing to return to England. 

This jun&ion of the two fquadrons formed the 
greated marine force belonging to any one Eu¬ 
ropean nation that ever had been feen together in 
the Ea(t Indies; for it confided of nine (hips of the 
line, two frigates, a (loop, and two tenders; be- 
fides fourteen of the company’s (hips; having 
3580 Tailors on board s fo that it was determined 
immediately to.undertake the fiege of Ptfndicherry, 
for which purpofe the neceffary preparations had 
been made at Fort St. David. The admiral landed 
the troops, and formed a camp about a mile from 
the fort, where He was reinforced by the marines on 
board commodore Griffin’s lhips, and by the com¬ 
pany’s men under major Lawrence. 

. Twelve independent companies of 100 men 
each, 800 marines, and 80 artillery men, compofed 
the regular troops in the king’s fervice. The com¬ 
pany’s troops confided of a battalion of 750 men, 
of which 200 were Topafles, together with 70 ar¬ 
tillery men. The Dutch, at Negapamam, fent a 
reinforcement of 120 Europeans. There were alfo 
1100 feamen on board the (hips ready to be land¬ 
ed, who had been taught,the manual exercife at 
fea. All thefe formed a body of 4120 Europeans: 
to which were joined 1100 fepoys, paid by the 
company; and aooo horfe fent tiy the Nabob 
Anaverdy Cawn, who dill changed fides as he 
found the Engliffi or French officers gained the ad¬ 
vantage. The heavy cannon and cumbrous dores 
were laden on board the (hips under the command 
of captain Lide, who had orders to anchor, with 
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the whole fquadron, two miles to the Youth 
Pondicherry, and remain there till farther 
Captain Pawlet, of the Exeter, was fent bi 
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were ordered to reconnoitre it, and reported that 
the body of the place was of little ftrength ; but 
that the enemy had thrown up an entrenchment 
in front, which muft be firft ftomred, and the fort 
plight eafily be taken aftewards. 

Accordingly, on the early in firvmorn- 
ing, this detachment, accompanied by a body of 
Moors, marched up to the village, when they dif- 
eovered that this fuppofed entrenchment was only a 
heap of ruins, and that at a few yards behind it lay 
the fort, not with fuch flender defences as had been 
repotted, but fortified with a cavalier at each of 
the angles, a deep dry ditch, and a covered way. 
Thefe works rendered it impofiible to take the place 
by a coup de main, efpecially as the Moors were 
afraid to advance with the intrenching tools, while 
the French flanked the detachment from two bat¬ 
teries they had raifed on the other fide of the river, 
whereby about 150 men were killed or wounded. 
Among the (lain was major Goodere, the com¬ 
manding officer of the artillery, who was wounded 
in the leg by a cannon hall; which was the tnoft 
fenfible lols they could have fuftained, as he was a 
very abfe.and experieneed officer, on whofe flcill 
the admiral principally relied for conducting the 
capital liege. However, it was determined to re¬ 
duce the fort, and the French were refolved to 


“‘“-I1MU1CU union, wicn eignt pieces 
of battering cannon, were landed from the lhips : 
and the garrifon .in the fort were inereafed to 460 
men. A battery was opened, on the 18th, with 
great fuccefi againfl: the fort: but the garrifon 
made a bold fally, and took major Lawrence pri- 
foner, who commanded in the r entrenchments, and 
was deferred by his men. Soon after one of the 
trench batteries blew up, and deftroyed about 120 
men; upon which fbe befiegers immediately got 
feme royals into the village, and .began to bombard 
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the fort, which was alfo blown up by the garrifon, 
who retreated to Pondicherry, and the befiegers 
took pofieffion of Ariancopang, where they remain¬ 
ed fire days in repairing the fort, in which a garri- 
lbn was placed. The army then crofled the river, 
and goK^poffeffion of a ftrong poft in the bound- 
hedge of Pondicherry, about a mile from the walls. 
This poft being to the north-weft of the town, the 
admiral ordered the ihips down to the northward 
of it s where he opened a communication that way 
on the 28th, and began to break ground before the 
place on the 30th at night, about 1500 yards from 
the walls, which was at too great a diilance; for 
it is the general pradtice in fieges, to make the firft 
parallel wMiin 800 yards of the covered way. 

Before morning, two trenches were flung up 1 
at the diftance of 100 yards from each other; and 
about noon a body of 500 Europeans, with 700 
fepoys, fallied from the town ; but were repulled by 
the advanced guard of 100 men, with confiderable 
lofs, having about a hundred men killed and 
wounded, and among the latter was M. Paradis, 
■the principal commander. The Engliih loft captain 
Brown, who defended the fecond trench, till he was 
mortally wounded •, after which, his poft was gal¬ 
lantly fuftained by enfign Cuvi, who afterw.asds 
made a glorious figure in India. 

The befieging batteries were not completed till 
the 25th of September, when they began to play, 
confiding of one of eight guns., and one of four 
guns; with one bomb battery of five large mortars 
and fifteen royals, 1 befides another of fifteen cohorns.. 
The French were alfo very aftive and induftrioias 
on their part; having railed three fafcine batteries 
to play upon the trenches of the befiegers ; befides, 
they formed an inundation in t.he front of their 
works, fo as to. render it impofiiljle to carry them 
on any farther. 



5 than half that diftance. Only two per 
killed on board the fleet, one^of whon 
in Adams, commander of the rfUrwicf 
n fliip, whofe thigh was taken off by" 
all. The French affertcd, that Che fit 
(hips had done no other execution tha 
tilling a poor old Malabar woman in th 


re from the batteries continued three day 
uring which, that-from the town increal 
lifmounted nine pieces of canpon. Th 
were flopped in their approaches by th 


fairs being taken into 
mg, that theftrengtb 
duced, and daily lefie 
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pleix fent letters to all the princes of Coromandel, 
and even to the Great Mogul himfelf, acquainting 
them, that he had reputfed the molt formidable at¬ 
tack that ever had been made in India. In return, 
he received from them the higheft compliments on 
his own prowefs, and on the military chapiter of 
his nation, which was now regarded as greatly 
perior to that of the Englifh throughout lndollan. 

AdMiral Bofcawen fent fome of his (hips to 
Achin, and others to Trinconomaly, to avoid the 
ftormy monfoon; but he remained himfelf with the 
land forces at Fort St. David. In November ad¬ 
vices were received, that a ceffation of arms be¬ 
tween Great Britain and France had beet)"proclaim¬ 
ed on the 5th of May : however, the admiral was 
inftru&ed to remain in India, until he fhould re¬ 
ceive intelligence that the general peace was con¬ 
cluded. 


In the beginning of January 1749, the BritHh 
(quadron returned to Fort St. David; and M. Bouvet 
came again from Mauritius to Madrafs, with the 
fade (hips that had eluded commodore Griffin. 
The French commander landed a large fum of mo¬ 
ney, and loo foldicrs. 

The northern monfoon changed on the 13th of 
April, and the fouthern fet in with a hurricane, 
which committed great ravages at fea, very fatal to 
theEnglilhfquadron. The-Namur, of 74 guns, in 
which admiral Bofcawn hoifted his flag, perilbed, 
with 700 men: the Pembroke, of 60 guns, was 
wrecked, and only fix of the crew faved : the A- 
pollo hofpital-fhip was loft with all her crew: and 
two of the company’s (hips were' ftranded between 
Fort St. David and Cuddalore. Fortunately the 
admiral was on (hore, and mod of the other (hips 
were either at Trincanomaly, or in parts of the 
coaft, to which the greateft violence of the hurricane 


The 



in a better condition than when they left it: but as 
for Madras, the French had no hoftages in Eng¬ 
land, which left this feat of the Britilh prefidency 
in the Eaft Indies entirely at their mercy, and af¬ 
forded a remarkable inftance of the generofity of 
the French, who left fort St. George in a defolate 
and ruinous condition. 'Admiral Bofcawen failed 
thither to take pofiefiion of the town, which was 
evacuated in Auguft, and reftored to the Englilh. 
The French had utterly deftroyed that part of the 
Black Town, which lay within three hundred yards 
from the White, where the buildings belonging to 
the moll opulent Indian and Armenian merchants 
flood : with the ruins they had formed an excellent 
glacis, which covered the north fide of the White 
Town; and tliey" had alfo flung up another to the 
fouth fide. ' 

Admiral BofcaWen took pofieflion of St. Thome, 
to prevent the French from fettling there ; and. a 
fmall redoubt was raifed at the mouth of the river, 
capable of containing thirty men. He alfo affifted 
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the company in obtaining a fettlement from the 
king of Tanjore at Devi Cotab.*, which was at¬ 
tained by a ftrong body of troops under the com¬ 
mand of major Lawrence, who carried the fort by 
Itorm, and afterwards took poffeffion of the pagoda 
of Acheveram. The king of Tanjore mafts'propo- 
fals of accommodation, and agreed that the fort's! 
Devi-Cotah, with fome land adjoining to it, fhoulc| 
be ceded to the Englifh Eaft India company fo: 
ever: but this compliance did not proceed fo much 
from his dread of the Englifh arms, as from his 
fenfe of the danger with which his kingdom, was 
threatened, in confequence of events that happened 
in the Carnatic, and ftruck with confterp^ttion the 
whole coaft of Coromandel. n ' 

Admiral Bofcawen declared, he would remain 
in India, if the prefidency requefted him not to de¬ 
part at that critical conjundture : but they fuffered 
him to return with'the fleet and troops to England, 
while the French were making new commotions in 
the Carnatic: fo that, on the 2 ill of Oftober, the 
fleet failed from Fort St, David, leaving 300 men 
behind, to reinforce the garrifon. 


* Or Devi-Cottah, between Fort St. David and Tranquo- 
bar. In fome maps it is called Tiru-kottey. 
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BOOR VI. 

the Rife of the War in India between the 
English and French in 1754. 


C H A P.. I. 

General remarks. — M. Dupleix releafes Chwida' 
Said from ba imprifonment among the Mo rat- 
toes, in 1748 .—The Great Mogul, Mahomed 
. Shah, is murdered, and fucceeded by his fin Hamet 

C~" Shah —The death of Nizam al Muliick.— He 

is fucceeded by his fin Nazirzing, who is oppofed 
by his nephew Muzapherzing. —Nazirzing con¬ 
firms Ana,v*rdv Cawn in the government of the 
CAirWfrc ; «»4,ChundaSaib unites with Muza- 
pherzing : they are joined by the French under 
M. d’Auteuil ; and oppofed by Anaverdy Cawn, 
who is defeated and Jlain, at the battle of Amour, 
in 1749 .—The vigors take the city of Arcots 
Vol. II. E and 
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and Muzapherzing appoints Chunda Saib tbi 
Nabob of that province. ‘They are affijied by the, 
French, commanded by M. Law; and invade 
Tanjore ; which they evacuate in 1750, retreat • 
to Pondicherry, and are reinforced ,by 2000 
French under M. d’Auteui].—Nazirzing 'martgbe ' 
into the Carnatic, and appoints Mahomed AllSe 
Cawn the Nabob of Arcot and Trichinopofl. 
He is joined by the English troops commanded 
major Lawrence : they engage the enemy, afid 
Muzapherzing furrenders himfelf prifoner. , * 

F’&sT*; H E late war had brought y‘} Pondi- 
^ -p W cherry and Fort St. David anhumber of 
troops, greatly fuperior*to any which 
either 0 f the two nations had affembled 
in India before: and the two fettlements, when no 
longer authorized to fight again!! each other, took 
the refolution of employing their arms in the con- 
tefts between the princes of the country. 

At this time, the Englilh and French companies 
were in poffeflion of their refpeflive prefide'ncies and 
faftories, as well on the coatts of Malabar and Co¬ 
romandel, as alfo on that of Orixa and in Bengal. 
They attempted, from 1745 to 1754, to oppole 
each other only as auxiliaries to the Indian princes. 
A truce was then agreed upon between both na¬ 
tions; after which they recommenced hoftilities, 
when war was declared between Great Britain and 
France in 1756, and continued them till the general 
peace was concluded in 1763. This war was glo- 
rioufly conducted by the Englilh forces in India, of 
which the following is an authentic acc o, ^r. 

Chunda Saib, who was made prifoner by the 
Morattoes, when they took the city of Trichino- 
poll in 1741, was efteemed by them a prize of fo 
much importance, that they not only kept him 
under the ftrifteft confinement, but rejeded all the 
offers 
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With this force, Chunda Saib left Sattarah in 
the beginning of the year 1748, intending to pufh 
his fortune wherever the opportunity prtfcnted, 
until he fhould acquire treafure and force fuflicient • , 
to attack the province of Arcot. He a hi Il'ed the / 
Rajah of Chitterdourg againft the Raja of Bed-pur, ,/ 
and foon after faw himfelf at the head of Co< 5 'e v 
men : but this force being ftill infufficient to attempts 
the conqueft of the Carnatic, he found relburces it® 
the confequence of other events, which had lately," 
happened at Delli, and in the government of tjfi 
Soubahdarfliip of the fouthern provinces. J* 

The Great Mogul, Mahomed Shah, cqXctnued 
to govern the empire in fo feeble a majjfier, that 
the principal officers adted in their jeveral depart¬ 
ments without controul, and became a terror to 
their fovereign. In March 1748, the Patans ad¬ 
vanced towards Delli with a numerous army ; and 
the Mogul fent an army againft them, commanded 
by his Ton Hamet Shah*, during whofe abfence, 
the vizir, with fevefal omrahs, took pofleffion of 
the palace, and murdered the emperor. His fon 
returned vidorious over the Patans, and affedted to 
abdicate his right to the throne, until he had got 
the principal confpirators into his power, whom he 
put to death, and afcended the throne with all the 
appearance of a foldier and a monarch. He ap¬ 
pointed Ghazi Odin Cawn -f, the elded: fon of 
Nizam A 1 Muluck, captain-general of all his forces ; 
though he fufpected that Soubahdar, as the principal 
fource of the enormities praftifed by the omrahs at 
Delli. However, he was foon delivered from the 
terror of fuch apprehenfions, by the Stath of Nizam 
A 1 Muluck, which happened the famTyelr. It 
was reported, that the Soubahdar poifoned himfelf 


* Or Shaw Ahmsd. + Or 
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viceroy and the Nabob ; in which they fucceeded 
by the affiftance of M, Dupleix, to whom Chunda 
Saib promifed to make a ceffion of the town of 
Vilanure*, in the neighbourhood of Pondicherry, 
with its dependencies, confiding of forty-five vil¬ 
lages. This may account for the condudh e^the , 
French -, who, after obtaining fo many favors frdisy 
the court, for protefting the lawful governor of|.' 
Arcot in 1741, fhould now fly in its face, and fup-J 
port a rebel. $ 

Chunda Saib prevailed on Muzapherzing' t 0 ' 
attack the Carnatic firft, which would furnilhJpBf-h 
refources both of men and money, as might jjfiable 
him to return and attack Nazirzing wbp equal 
force. They were determined to conqudr, or pe- 
rilh in the attempt; for the young prince was na¬ 
turally brave, and looked upon Chunda Saib as his 
proteftor, whofe military reputation rendered him 
of great confequence ; and M. Dupleix readily 
came into the triumphirate, as nothing could bs 
more conformable to his views, than iuch an oppor¬ 
tunity of aggrandizing at once his own reputation, 
and the interefts of his nation in India. 

When the army commanded by Muzapher¬ 
zing approached the confines of the Carnatic, the 
French governor ordered 400 Europeans and 2000 
fepoys, with a train of artillery, to march and join 
them, under the command of M. d’Auteuil, ac¬ 
companied by Raja Saib, the fon of Chunda Saib, 
who had refided at Pondicherry during the whole 
time of his father’s imprifonment; But M. Dupleix 
afted in open violence to the fundamental laws of the 
country, in rebelling againlf che Nate^ Anaverdy 
Cawn, the legal governor of the,provinceH^Wng 
his authority from Nazirzing, the governor gene- 
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rai of the Deckan, the reprefentative of the Great 
Mogul. 

AnaVerdv Cawn regulated his army, which, 
like thofe of moil: Indian princes in times of peace, 
was compofed of an undifciplined multitude. He 

I ne but the belt men and horfes, of which 
d a well appointed army, confiding of 
irfe, and 8000 foot, With this force he 
d to defend the entrance of the Carnatic 
extremity : but he made no application to 
h for their affiftance; who were equally 
teir real intereft, in ncgleffing to join the 
hen they found his rival lupported by the 

Muzapherzing and Chunda Saib were 
joined by thj French, their army amounted to 
40,000 men ; with which they advanced to attack 
the Nabob, who was encamped with 20,000 men 
under the fort of Amour, fifty miles well: of the 
city of Arcot, and thirty fouth of Damalcherri, 
where Deuft Alice Cawn was killed fighting againlt 
the Moratcoes in 1741. 

This fort of Amour was eredted on the fummit 
of a mountain, between which and a large lake was 
one of the principal paffes that led into the pro¬ 
vince. Acrofs the pafs the Nabob had thrown up 
a ftrong entrenchment defended by fome artillery, 
which was ferved by about fifty fugitive Europeans. 
The ditch of the entrenchment was filled by water 
from the lake ; with which Anaverdy Cawn had 
alfo caufed the ground in front to be overflowed. 

M. d’Auteuil offered to ftorm the intrench- 
ment with his own troops, which they accordingly 
irrniin—l-f aut wjre repulfed. They rallied, and 
made a fecond attack, in which their principal com¬ 
mander was wouiuled, and his men obliged to re¬ 
tire again. However, they advanced a third time, 
while the Moors, whom they affifted, were only 
E 4 fpefla* 
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fpeclatprs of the repulfes they had foftained. The 
laft attack was fuccefsful, and the French gained 
the intrenchment; after which, they formed, and 
advanced towards the main body of the enemy, 
where the ftandard of the Nabob was difplayed. He 
was there in perfon, mounted on his elephant*,,and 
furrounded by his bed cavalry, whom he animata®, 
■with great fpirit to ait like foldiers. The troopsl 
under Chunda Saib joined the French, and now® 
advanced with them to the general attack, whiclw 
■was fatal to the Nabob, who received a mulket dr t/f. 
in his bread, and fell dead on the field. His trj^ips 
fled, many, were taken, and more killed^Ma-, 
phuze Cawn, his elded fon, was among jjKe prifo- 
ners: but his other fon, Mahomed, Alice Cawn, 
faved himfelf by flight. Twelve of the Flench 
battalion were killed, and fixty-three wounded i 
1 about three hundred of their fepoys were dellroy- 
ed; but few men were lod among their Moprilh 
allies. 

This decifive battle was fought on the z \t\ of 
I 1749; the viftors were well rewarded by the 
1 , of which the French had their (hare. The 
xt day, they marched for the city of Arcot, and 
took poffeffion ofjt without any oppofition. Here 
Muzapherzing affumed all the date of a viceroy of . 
the Deckan, and appointed Chunda Saib Nabob 
of the Carnatic, as alfo of all the other dominions 
which had been under the jurifdiflion of Anaverdy 
Cawn; whofe fon, Mahomed Allee Cawn, efcaped 
to his government of Trichinopoli, where he re¬ 
mained in fecurity, and waited an opportunity to 

revenge the death of his father. ■ *“>. 

MuzAPHEaziNo and Chunda Saib raieTfeeaC 
contnbuttons in their new government, after which 
they marched with the French to Pondicherry, 
where they made a triumphal entry, and were re¬ 
ceived with all the oftentatious ceremonies due to. 

the 
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the high rank they affumed, according to the ori¬ 
ental marks of refpedt. Chunda Saib prefented M. 
Dupleix with the fovereignty of eighty-one villages 
in the vicinity of Pondicherry : the plan of future 
operations was fettled : the Moorifh princes again 

I ielcl, and encamped about twenty miles to 
f the town. 

ere affilted byabody of French, command- 
Eavv, nephew of the famous Mifliffippi 
then i nvaded the kingdom of Tanjore, where 
tnded forty millions of rupees, as the ar- 
vibute from the death of the Nabob Sub- 
Cawn in 1741. The king fhut himfelf 
capita], and offered to pay a ranfom; 
but, at the fjme time, he correfponded with Ma¬ 
homed Allee Cawn at Trichinopoli, and joined 
with him in exhorting Nazirzing to come and fettle 
the affairs of the Carnatic in perfon, after the ex¬ 
ample of his late father Nizam A 1 Muluck. He alfo 
follicited afliftance from the Englifh, who fent him 
twenty Europeans, and advifed him to make a vi¬ 
gorous defence. The town was bombarded, and 
the walls affaulted; which terrified the king, who 
agreed to pay Chunda Saib feven millions of ru- 
rupees, as Nabob ; and two hundred rhoufand im¬ 
mediately in hand to the French troops: he alfo 
ceded to the French company the fovereignty of 
many villages granted them by Chunda Saib, which 
had formerly depended on the town ofKarical. 

Tbi treaty was ratified on the 2 iff of .De¬ 
cember : but the king of Tanjore had not com¬ 
pleted tile firft payment in January 1750, when 
Ch unda S ‘.16 whs informed by M. Dupleix, that 
N^^Trzing was mifrching from Aurengabad towards 
Arcot; which (buck Muzapherzing with fo much 
terror, that he immediately broke up his camp, and 
returned towards Pondicherry with great preci¬ 
pitation. 
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Nazirzing was on his route to Delli, when he 
heard of the battle of Amour, which made him re¬ 
turn to his capital, where he augmented his army, 
and took 30,000 Morattoes into his pay. He 
entered the Carnatic time enough for fome of his 
light troops to harrafs his enemies, in their rgfreat 
from Tanjore to Pondicherry, where they arri'ftv^/ 
without any confiderable lofs, and encamped under 
the walls 'in the beginning of March. M. Du- f; 
pleix fent them 50,0001. to pay the army, and))! 
augmented the French battalion to 2000 Euro# 
peans, whom he fent, under the commander 
M. d’Auteuil, to encamp with the army of MSza- 
pherzing. A 

The prefident and council of Fort St. George 
received information, that Chunda Saib and the 
French intended to harrafs them in their own di- 
ftridts; which made them fend for a reinforcement 
from Bengal, to replace a detachment they had fent 
under captain Cope to afiift Mahomed Allee Cawn 
at Trichinopoli. That prince joined Nazirzing in 
his march, with 6000 horfe, and the Engliih de¬ 
tachments atWaldore, a fort about fifteen miles 
■weft of Pondicherry. As it is cuftomary among all 
eaftern princes to make prefents on the firft vifir, 
when the Nabob waited on Nazirzing, he afked 
him what he had brought ? The Nabob took cap¬ 
tain Cope by the hand, and prefenting him, Paid, 

“ He had brought that gentleman, and the affift- 
ance of the Engliih nation.” The viceroy was 
pleafed with the anfwer, and appointed Mahomed 
Allee Cawn to fucceed his father as Nabob of Ar- 
cot and Trichinopoli. , „ ■ 

Nazirzing was approaching ,his neptem*~»«he 
head of a very numerous army, which con fitted v of 
300,000 fighting men, one half whereof were 
cavalry, with 800 pieces of cannon, and 1300 ele¬ 
phants. This force of the viceroy, and the great 
number 
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number of feudatory lords who followed his ftand- 
' ard, convinced the Englifh that he was the real 

\ Soubahdar of the Deckan ; and as he had earneftiy 
requefted a farther reinforcement of European- 
troops from them, an embaffy was refolved to be 
\ fentjjim from Fort St. David: but before the pre- 
’WTnecefTary to accompany it could be goc ready 


cott,'\me of the council, by way of commiflary, 
to fupeffl^end the company affairs. 

Major. Lawrence joined the viceroy at Vilanure, 
and was very*gracioufly received. Among other 
oriental compliments, the viceroy defired the major 
to take upon him the command of his whole army, 
and propofed to attack the enemy immediately. The 
major told him, “ the attack might be attended 
with great difficulty, as the enemy was ftrongly 
polled, and had a large train of artillery : though, 
if he pleafed to march between them and Pondi¬ 
cherry, he might cut off their communication, and 
oblige then! to fight at a greater difad vantage.” 
The viceroy pcrfilled in his refoludon : “What, 
fays he, lliall the great Nazirzing, the fon of Nizam 
A 1 Muluck, even for an advantage, feetn to retreat 
before fo defpicitble an enemy? No: he would 
march and attack them in front.” Major Lawrence 
told him, he might do as he pleafed ; he was ready 
to fupport him. 

The vicepey was inflexible, and the two armies, 
on ahtrtfifch of March, approached fo near as to 
cadnonade, but at.fuch a diftance as had no effedt. 




of accommodation between Nazirzing and his ne¬ 
phew, who was prevailed on to make a fubmiflion 
to his uncle; and it is faid, that Che lal$erlwore on 
the alcoran, that he would notf’make tSTToriter a 
prifoner, or deprive him of the governments whifch 
he held under his grandfather Nizam A 1 Muluck. 
However, when the young prince approached the 
head-quarters of Nazirzing, he was arrefted, and 
put 
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CHAP. II. 


the mobs o/CoDAPAj Canoul, and Cand anor r, 

_ confederate with He French again} Nazirzv;^, 
•who [ends part of his army againfl them under Ma> 
homed Allee Cawn, in 1750 .——The Nabob' \ 
is joined by the English, commanded by captaiif% 
Cope, who cannonades the French, and retires, The 
Nabob defeated by the French, who attack Gen- 

gee, which they take by flora. -Naming 

marches from Arcot to Gingee. The/. French, 
under M. De la Touche, attack his'camp, and 
are joined by the rebel Nabobs, who ajfafftnaie the 
viceroy .— MuzapherzIno is declared Soobah- 
dar : he is inaugurated at Pondicherry ; and 
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Moors 5 and as the policy of this ill-governed em¬ 
pire requires frequent afiafiinations, chefe Patans' 
\ are efteemed very ufeful in that kind of villainy. 
The confinement of Muzapherzing by his uncle as 
a ftate-prifoner was their pretence of complaint, 
confederated to pull the viceroy from the 

J M, Dupleix entered into a negotiation with 
Nazirzing, and fent two of the council of Pondi¬ 
cherry as ambailadors to the camp, one of whom 
underftood the Indoftan and Perfic languages, which 
are thofe only ufed in the Mahomedan.courts. They 
had an'iaudience of ceremony, and demanded, that 
the eftate- of Muzapherzing fhould be inveftcd in 
his fon, until* the viceroy was reconciled to the fa¬ 
ther; and that Chunda Saib flrould be appointed 
Nabob of the Carnatic. Thefe demands were re¬ 
jected, and the French deputies left the camp : but 
if they failed in acquiring the apparent ends of 
their million, they obtained the real advantages pro- 
pofed from it by M. Dupleix, who thereby became 
acquainted with the ftate of Nazirzing’s court, and. 
eltablilhed a correfpondence with the difcontented 
Nabobs. He had put M. d’Auteuil under arreft, 
for retreating frqm Muzapherzing, and reinlpirited 
his troops by his own refolution : but on the return 
of the deputies he permitted M. d’Auteil to re- 
afiume the command, and affifted Chunda Saib to 
levy new troops, which might convince the dil’affec- 
ted Nabob, that he was both prepared and deter¬ 
mined to continue the war. 

Suspicions were entertained of the clandeftine 
conduit of the French deputies, and major Law- 
rjSce at an audience endeavoured to inform the 
viceroy of what he had heard; but his interpreter 
had not courage to make fuch a declaration, and 
mifreprefented the faft. The confederate lords 
prevailed on the viceroy to proceed to Arcor, upon 
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which major Lawrence returned with his troops to 
Fort St. David, where he arrived on the 20th of 
April; and foon after Nazirzing broke up his camp 
at Waldore, which gave his enemies an opportunity 
of recommencing hoftilities. 

When the viceroy arrived at Afoot, hefentgrders 
to feize the houfesand effeSs belonging to the FrS&sJt 
at Mafulipatnam and Yanam: but M. Dupliex,*'; 
in July, fent a detachment of 200 Europeans and f 
300 fepoys to attack the former place. They were \ 
put on board two large fhips, with feveral pieces df 
battering cannon, and a quantity of military (lores, 
which anchored in the road, after apafiage of three 
days. The troops landed in the night, Attacked 
the city by furprize, and took it with little lofs s 
after which they put it in a better poft&re of defence. 

The viceroy fpent his time at Arcot in luxury 
and indolence; while the confpiracy was carrying 
on againft him at Pondicherry, and in his own 
camp. The Nabobs advifed M. Dupleix to pro¬ 
ceed to adlion, and he ordered five hundred Euro- 
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Major Lawrence would have taken the field him- 
(elf; but the chair becoming vacant by the removal 
of Mr. Floyer, he was obliged to take the govern¬ 
ment, till Mr. Saunders, who was appointed to 
fucceed, could come from Vizagapatnam ; and foon 
afjp^iis arrival, the major embarked for England, 
>on the 12th of September 1750. 
n Captain Cope joined the Nabob in July near 
r, Gingee, when the army marched towards the French 
nearTrivadi. The garrifon refufed tofurrenderj 
and capcain Cope propofed to the Nabob to make a 
general affault: the Nabob confenced, but his troops 
refufed to make the attempt. The army then ad¬ 
vanced towards the French camp, and a cannonade 
enfued on the* 20th, which lafted from noon till 
night, when the Englilh quitted their ground, with 
the lofs of ten Europeans and fifty fcpoys, belides 
200 of the Nabob’s troops. Captain Cope could 
not prevail upon the Nabob to march towards 
Pondicherry, which mult have cut off the com¬ 
munication between that place and the French camps 
whereupon the Englilh troops were ordered to leave 
the Nabob, and return to Fort St. David, where 
they arrived on the 19th of Auguft. 

As foon as the Englilh withdrew,, the French 
united all their forces to attack the Nabob, who 
imprudently retreated but a few miles from th<y 
camp. The French army now confided of 1800 
Europeans, 2500 fepoys, and 1000 horfe levied by 
Chunda Saib, together with twelve field pieces. 
The Nabob’s army was compofed of 15000 horfe 
and 5000 foot ■, which were encamped bcrwetn two 
villages that fecurec. the Banks; the rear was de¬ 
fends! by a river s and the infantry defended Tome 
inrfenchments in front: the cavalry formed a fecond 
line in the camp, when they fiiould have been 
drawn out on the plain. In this abfurd difpofition, 
the Nabob was attacked by the'French on the 21ft, 

- Vol. II. F who 
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•who entered his camp in the night, fet fire to it m 
fcveral quarters, and foon put his whole army to • 
the route. They killed about 1000 men, without 
any loft on their own fide. The Nabob fled to 
Arcot with a few attendants, and the other fugitives 
were totally difperled. _ 

Nazirzing (till fpent his time at Arcot in luxu-* 
lious indolence, while the French marched againft| 
Gingee* with a refolution to take it. This place 
is about thirty-four miles north-weft of Pondicherry, ‘W 
and was both large and ftrong. It was formerly 
the refidence' of a race of Morattoe kings, whofe 
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fuccellively in the night, till the whole were re¬ 
duced fword in hand, with the lofs of only twenty 
men in the different attacks. 

The lofs of this important place awakened Na- 
zirzjpg, who affembled his troops together at Ar- 
cotfand advanced to Gingee. His army had been 
greatly diminilhed by the return of feveral chiefs 
to their own diftrifts: however, his camp confided 
of 50,000 horfe, 60,000 foot, 700 elephants, and 
360 pieces of cannon, befides their numerous at¬ 
tendants i fo that the whole contained a multitude 
of about 300,000 men. This great body moved 
fo (lowly, that they were fifteen days in marching 
thirty miles. The rains fet in with great violence, 
and overflowed the whole country. Proviflons be¬ 
came fcarce, and ficknefs began to fpread in the 
camp, which continued till December, when the 
rainy weather ceafed. Nazirzing renewed his cor- 
refpondence with M. Dupleix, and offered him 
very favorable terms of pacification: but the Patan 
Nabobs were now ready to put their confpiracy into 
execution, in which they had engaged fo many 
other principal officers, that the greateft part of 
the army was on their fide ; and M. Dupleix or-, 
dered the French troops at Gingee to march 
againft the viceroy, and accomplilh the views of 
the confpirators. 

M. De la Touche was the commander of the 
French troops at Gingee, from whence he began 
his march, on the 4th of December, at the head of 
800 Europeans, 30Q0 fepoys, and ten cannon. The 
plan was communicated to M. Buffy and fome other 
officers, who gave 'hints to the foldiers fufficient to 
inspire them with confidence ; and a guide was fend 
by the confpirators to condufl the troops, where 
they were to make the grand attack upon the 
viceroy’s head quarters, as he lay perfectly fecure 
in his own imagination, and fuiik in all the efferoi- 
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nacyofan Afiatic camp, which extended eighteen 
miles, and formed a kind of blockade round the 

The French attacked the camp, on the 5th, at 
four in the morning. The advanced pods wer^foon. 
difperfed, as were alfo 25,000 foot who fupported 
the viceroy’s artillery. The firing fpread an alarm tof. 
the neareft commanders who were not in the confpi-1 
racy: one body fucceeded another, and all were 
repulfed in turn. The French owed their prefer- 
vation to their good management of their field 
pieces, whofe quick firing did wonderful execu¬ 
tion, and kept oil the furrounding cavalry. After 
paffing the line of cannon, they gained their way 
fo (lowly, that they were three hours advancing 
three miles into the camp, when they perceived a 
numerous body of horfe and foot drawn up in or¬ 
der, extending as far as the eye could reach. The 
French were difmayed, till they perceived in the 
center of that body an elephant with' a large white 
flag, which was the fignal of the confpirators for 
the French, who were immediately informed of it 
by their officers, and exprefled their joy by repeated 

It was fome time after day-light before Nazir- 
zing could believe that his camp was attacked by the 
French-, hut when convinced ofir, herouzed thofe 
majeftic ideas in which he had been educated. 
Meffengers arrived every minute to inform him of 
' the progrefs of the French. He then enquired 
what difpofitions were made by his own generals, 
and was informed, that the troops of Cudapa, Ca- 
noul, and Candanore, together with thofe of Maif- 
fore, and 20,000 Morattoes, were ready drawn da, 
but had not advanced againft the enemy. The 
enraged prince then quitted his tent, mounted his 
elephant, and attended by his body-guard, advan¬ 
ced towards thofe troops. He foon met the Na- 
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M. Dx la Touche, accompanied by all bis of¬ 
ficers, went in the evening with great ceremony to | 
pay their refpeds to Muzapherzing, who received 
them with dignity and gratitude. The news of this 
important revolution was known in the afternoon at 
Pondicherry, where Chunda Saib was the firiNsrjio 
announced it to M. Dupieix, who proclaimed it to, 
the town by a general difcharge of the artillery, and V. 
in the evening he received the compliments of the's 
principal inhabitants. The next day a Te Deum '•**■ 
was fung, and deputies were fent to congratulate 
the Soubahdar on his acceffion to the throne, who 
had entrufted the guard of his perfon, and the care 
of his treafures, to the French; which difgufted 
the confederate Nabobs, who made .exorbitant de¬ 
mands on the prince for their fervices in contribut¬ 
ing to his elevation; but were prevailed on to ac¬ 
company him to Pondicherry, where every thing 
would be fettled to their fatisfaftion by M., Dupieix. 

On the 15th, the viceroy entered the gates of 
Pondicherry in a triumphal manner, attended by a 
numerous and fplendid train, among whom were 
moft of the principal lords of his court, who were 
magnificently received by M. Dupieix and Chunda 
Saib. .The viceroy had a private conference with 
the governor, in which he explained the difficulties 
he lay under from'the pretentions of the Nabobs, 
who demanded, that their arrears of tribute (hould 
be remitted, their territories enlarged, and half of 
the late viceroy’s treafury be given up to them, 

M. Dupieix told the Nabobs, that if fuch concef- 
fions were extorted, the Soubahdar would be un¬ 
able to fupport the dignity he h ^3 acquired : upon 
which they agreed to accept of half the morjey 
found in the treafury of Nazirzing; and that agre§,, 
ment was ratified by their oath of allegiance oh the 
alcoran to Muzapherzing, who afterwards retired 
to the houfe appointed for his reception, where he 
had 
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, had "the tendered: of all fenfations, the pleafure of 
' embracing his mother, wife, and fon. 

The next day the Soubahdar’s inauguration in 
the throne of the Deckan- was very pompoufly per¬ 
formed, in which M. Dupleix afted a principal 
part, and appeared in the habit of a Mahomedan 
, lord of Indoftan. He was the firft that paid ho- 
' mage to the viceroy, who declared him governor 
. for the Mogul of all the countries fouth. of the 
" river Kriftna, comprehending a territory" almoft as 
large as the whole kingdom of France. He like- 
wife received the command of 7000 horfe ; and it 
was ordered, that no money fliould be current in 
the Garnatic, buc fuch as was coined at Pondi- 

The immediate advantages ariftng to the French 
Eaft India: company by thefe concefiions, were the 
pofleffions of a territory neat Pondicherry producing 
annually 96,000 rupees ■, of that near Karical in 
the kingdom of Tanjore, valued at 106,0005 and 
the city of Mafulipatnam with its dependencies, of 
which the yearly income amounted to 144,000 ru¬ 
pees; in all, a revenue of 43,2501. iterling, ac¬ 
cording to the French account; but thefe advan¬ 
tages were fmall, in comparifon of thofe which M. 
Dupleix expefted to maintain from his extenfive 
authority, though it was not conftitutionally con¬ 
firmed by the Mogul. Chunda Saib was alio de¬ 
clared Nabob of Avcot, and its dependences, under 
the authority of M. Dupleix, 

The treafures of Nazirzing were computed at 
two millions fteijjng, and the jewels at half a mil- 
■ lion, of which M. Dupleix engroffed the greatelt 
Wirt. The viceroy gave 50,000 1 . to the French 
/Sfficers, 50,0001. to their troops, and as much to 

-_/ the company. On this, M. Dupleix aflumed the 

ftate and formalities of an eaftern.prince. Fie held 
his durbar, or court, in his palace at Pondicherry, 
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and fuffered neither the natives, nor his own coun¬ 
trymen, to approach him, without a prefent, after 
the eaftern manner. He alfo mounted his elephant, 
and was publickly proclaimed Nabob. 

This defperate ftroke againft Nazirzing was a 
matter of fuch great confequence to the French, that 
M. Dupleix defigned to have built a town, called , 
Fateabat, or place of vi&ory, on the fpor where the \ 
viceroy was murdered. He laid out the plan of 
it in a regular manner i ereflred two fine choultries, 
or open houfes like the Turkilh caravanferais, for 
the reception of travellers-, gave 3000 rupees to be 
diftributed among fettlersi and, as lord proprietor, 
granted them great immunities for a term of years. 
To diftinguifh the lhare which the French had in 
this affair, called by them a viftory fuperiorto any 
thing of the kind recorded in hiflory, a pillar was 
to be erected in the market-place of this new town, 
with a pompous infcription in the French, Arabic, 
Perfian, and Indoftan languages, fignifying, 1 that 
“ this town was built in memory of a viftory ob¬ 
tained by the French, commanded by M. de la 
Touche, over the army of Nazirzing, on the 5th of 
December 1750, in the 36th year of the reign of 
Louis XV. and the 3d of Hamet Shah, during the 
government of M. Jofeph Francis Dupleix, of the 
order of St. Louis, knight of St. Michael, and com- - 
mandant-general of the French Nation in India, 
and in the 8th year of his government.” Unluckily 
for him, future ages will not be the wifer for it; for 
captain Clive, a year after, in re-taking theArcot 
country, burnt the town, and deftjoyed the monu¬ 
ment on which the pillar was to<fiave been erefted. 

Nothing .now retarded the departure of Muza- 
pherzing to his capital city Aurengabad, for whicfe 
he began his march from Pondicherry at the head 
of his army : but as his government might not be 
free from commotions, he was accompanied by 
M. Buffy, 
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M. Buffy, at the head of 600 French, 3000 fepoys, 
and a large train of artillery, to eftabliih him in his 
dignity. The army departed from Pondicherry on 
the 4th of January 1751, and marched till the fat¬ 
ter end of the month, when they arrived in the ter¬ 
ritory of Cudapa, about fixty leagues from Pondi-. 

■ cherry. Here fotne of his troops, were attacked by 
■' thofe ofthe Nabob, who, together with the Nabob 
of Candanore, fomented this quarrel to depofe the 
Soubahdar, as, they thought he had not fufficientfy 
rewarded them. M. Buffy interfered! but . the 
viceroy told him, that everyPatan in his army was. 
a traitor, and the truth of this ailertion was.fodn 
confirtned. ' 

The three’Nabobs had united all their forces, 
and polled them to defend a defile which lay in the 
rout, of the army. The viceroy was no fooner ap¬ 
prized of their revolt, than he hurried away to at¬ 
tack them at the head of his cavalry, without waiting 
for the French. The rebels were repulfed; the Na- 
hob of Candanore was killed ; and the Nabob of 
Cudapa fled out of the field deiperately wounded. 
The enraged viceroy purfued the Nabob of Canoul, 
who Hood on his defence, with a fmall body of 
troops, and advanced towards his enemy. Exaf- 
perared by this defiance, the young prince made a 
fign for his troops co leave the perfon of the Nabob 
to be attacked by himfelf. The two elephants were 
diredled to meet each ocher; they approached fide 
to fide; and Muzapherzing raifed his fword to 
ftrike his enemy down : but the Nabob {truck his 
javelin into the Iryain of his antagonift, who fell 
back dead., Inftantly, the Nabob, was mortally 
wounded, his troops attacked, overpowered, and 
dut,'to pieces. 

^—' - 4 > E French troops were ftruck with the deeped 
condensation when they heard of the fate of Muza¬ 
pherzing, whereby all the advantages were dedroyed 
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which they had acquired by the death of Nazirzing, 
and M, Buffy was left without pretentious to inter¬ 
fere any farther in the concerns of the Deckan. He 
convened the principal officers, fome of whom were 
for placing the fon of the late viceroy in the go¬ 
vernment: but as he was an infant, and three of 
his uncles were prifoners in the camp, it was agreed, 
that the vacant dignity of Soubahdar, ihoold be I 
conferred on Salabatzing, the eldeft of the brothers 
of Nazirzing. The three princes were rejeafed '* 
from their confinement, and Salabatzing was pro¬ 
claimed Soubahdar of the Deckan, with the univer- 
fal confent of the army, who looked upon the. fall 
of the three confpirators as a retribution of the 
divine juftice, which is a creed implanted among 
the Mahometans. 

Salabatzing confirmed every thing that bad 
. been granted by his nephew to the French, who ac¬ 
knowledged his right to the government, and at¬ 
tended him to his capital. 


/ 
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CHAP. III. 

Mahomed Allee Cawh is joined by the Englifh 
under captain Cope, at Trichinopoli, *81751. 
Chunda Saib is afitfted fry the French under M. 
d’Auteuil i who is oppofed by another body of 
■j Englifh under captain Ginoin. Some forts taken 
by both parties. Chunda.Saib encamps near You- 
conda ; a defcription of that fort. The Englifh 
are defeated there, and. retreat to Trichinopoli: 

that city dcfcribed - The claraSter of captain 

Clive : He is fent ninth a detachment to reinforce 
captain Gingin at Trichinopoli, and returns to Fort 
St. David \ from whence he is fent with feme troops 
to reduce the province of Arcot ; betakes the Ca¬ 
pital ; and defeats the enemy at Timery. Rajah 
Saib is fent with an orwy/™;* Trichinopoli to op- 
pofe captain Clive, whom bebefteges at Arcot: ac¬ 
count of that fort: the fiege raifed.—Captain Clive 
is joined by a detachment from Trichinopoli • he 
takes Timery; is joined by the Morattoes under 
Bosinrowj and obtains a vibiory over the French 
and Rajah Saib at Arani. He befieges and takes 
Conjeveram, and returns to Fort St. David,— 
The French and Chunda Saib form the fiege of 
T richinopoli. 

M Ahomjd Allee Cawn hadefcaped with great 
difficulty to Trichinopoli, where captain 
Cope was fent to fupport him, with aoo Europeans 
and 500 fepoys, at the beginning of the year 17515 
for a treaty of alfhnee was concluded between the 
Englifh and the Nabob, who figned the grants to 
them, and they engaged to affifl him to the utmoft 
Jofj.their power. Chunda Saib raifed 8000 troops, 
End"took the field, aflifted by a French battalion 
of 800 men under M. d’Auteuil : and the Englifh 
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deavoured to rally them ; but in vain. They re¬ 
treated to the (heights of Utatoor *, about twenty- 
live miles from Trichinopoli: Chunda Saib fol¬ 
lowed, and encamped within five miles of them. 
He made an attack upon the Englilh advanced 
guard, commanded by captain Dalton, who re- 
pulfed the French; after which, the Englilh were 
deferted by many of the Nabob’s troops, and 
marched to Trichinopoli, where they encamped 
under the walls. The enemy 1UI1 followed, and 
encamped on the plain, on the eaft fide of the town, 
from whence they cannonaded the Englilh, but at 
too. great a diftance. 

Th? city of Trichinopoli is about ninety miles 
inland from thh coaft, and (lands on a plain which 
runs in length from eaft to weft about nineteen 
miles, and once was crouded with rich villages and 
plantations of trees-, but (ince the war, hardly a 
trace of either was left. The town was in form of 
an oblong fquare, the longeft Tides of which were 
eaft and weft. On the north runs the river Cavery 
lefs than half a mile from the fort. The town was 
near four miles in circumference, with a double cir¬ 
cuit of walls, and round towers at equal diftances, 
according to the eaftern method of fortification. 
The outward wall was eighteen feet high, and five 
feet thick, without rampart or parapetthe inward 
was.much ftronger, being thirty feet high, with a 
rampart of (lone, decreafing by large (leps from 
the ground to the top, where it was ten feet broad, 
and had a thin (lone parapet about feven feet high, 
in which were loopi-holes to fire through. There 
was an interval between the two wails of twenty-five 
feet; and before the outward, a ditch thirty feet 
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wide and twelve deep, unequally fupplied with 
at different leafons, but never quite dry. A 
extraordinary rock, about 250 feet high, ftar 
the middle of the old town to the north, 
which the adjacent country is difcovered for 
miles round : and on the top of this rock was 
goda, which was of fingular ufe to the E 
during the whole war. Here was conftantl 
tioned a man, with a telefcope, who gave 
by fignals and writing, an account of all the 


my’s motions. 

The Englilh battalion was now reduced ft 
men, who encamped' on the weft fide of the 
and the Nabob’s troops on the fouth fide” 
captain Cope, with 100 Europeans l?nt there : 
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four thick. The fpace between the outward and 
fecohd walls meafured 310 feet, and fo proportion- 
ably of the reft. Each inclofure had four large 
gates, with a high tower s which were placed, one 
in the middle of each fide of the inclofure, and op- 
pofite to the four cardinal points. The outward 
wall was about four miles in circumference, and its 
gateway, to the fouth, was ornamented with pillars, 
fome of which, were fingle ftoneS thirty-three feet 
long, and five in diameter •, but thofe which formed 
the roof were ftill larger; and in the inmoft inclo¬ 
fure were the chapels. About half a mile to the 
1 eaft of Seringham was another large pagoda, called 
Jumbilyftna, which had but one inclofure. The 
great veneration in which Seringham was held, 
arofe from a belief, thattit contained the identical 
image of the god VVIftchnu, worfhipped by Brama ■, 
and pilgrims from all parts of India came here, 
with an offering of money, to obtain abfolution, 
A large part of the revenue of the ifland was allot¬ 
ted for the maintenance of the bralnins; who in¬ 
habited the pagoda ; and thefe, with their families, 
formerly compofed a multitude not lefs than 40,000 
fouls, maintained without labor, by the liberality of 
fuperftitioli: but their repofe was now doomed to 
be difturbed, and their temple polluted, by the 
violence of arms. 

In the beginning of Auguft, the French fent a 
ft'rong detachment to attack Coilady, a mud fort, 
about a mile to the eaft of the great bank which 
terminates the ifland of Seringham, and fifteen miles 
eaft of TrichinOpoli. As this was the Only poll 
■which ftill held out for the Nabob, captain Ginglfi, 
fent enfign Trailer, with 20 Europeans and 1O0 fe- 
poys, to reinforce the’garrifon : but he was obliged 
to abandon the fort, after he had gallantly defended 
it feveral days. This fuccefs determined ChUnda 
Saib 
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Siege of Dawcortah*, where he behaved, in courage 
'and judgment, much beyond what could be expedited 
from his years; and his fuCcefs afterwards, con¬ 
firmed what I had laid to many people concerning 
him.” 

Mr. Clive, foon after the reduflion of Devi- 
Cotah, reaffirmed the mercantile fa-vice of the 
tompany in which he firft went to India, and now 
adted as commiifary of the army, which he had ac¬ 
companied to Volconda, from whence he returned 
to Fort St. David, while the Englilh troops marched 
to Trichinopoli. He defeated the Polygar’s troops, 
. and entered Verdachelum without any lofs. prom 
' thence he fent his detachment through the country 
OfTanjore to reinforce the battalion at Trichino¬ 
poli, which they joined without interruption before 
the French had palfed the Cavery : but Mr. Clive 
returned to Fop-t St. David, attended by twelve fe- 
poys, and fome fdrvants, who were furrounded by 
the Polygar’s troops, which killed feven of the le- 
poys i the others diiperled for want of ammunition, 
and Mr. Clive laved himfelf by the fpecd of his 
horfe/rom a party of cavalry, who puifiued him fc- 
VCrdi miles. 

The French were (till fuperinr to the Englilh be¬ 
fore Trichinopoli, where the. proficiency fent ano¬ 
ther reinforcement under Mr, (live, who had a 
captain’s commiffion giveh him on this occafion.' 
Plis detachment confiiK-d of too Europeans, and 
50 fepoys, with which lie entered tie. T.mjore 
country, whole king fullered both the Englilh and 
French troops to march through it to i nclunop-ili. 
The French detached .,0 Europeans, and .500 ie- 
poys, from Coilady, to intercept captain Clive, 
who came in fighc of them near the village of CoTi- 
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dour*, about ten miles north of TAnjore. Both 
parties attempted to get poffeliion of the village, 
and a fkirmifh enfued, in which the Englifii had fo 
much the advantage, that they arrived i'afe at Tri- 
chinopnli, where their battalion was now augment¬ 
ed to 600 men ; but the French had 900, and the 
troops of Chunda Saib were ten times the number 
of tliofe under the Nabob, whole trealures were ex- 
hanfl:ed, and his revenues daily cut off or exuded 
by the enemy. 

Captain Clive returned from Trichinopoli to 
Fort St. David, Where he rcprefented this fituation 
of affairs to the prefidelicy, and propofed to attack' 
Arcot, as the only means to draw off Churda Saib 
from Trichin'opbli. He offered to- lead the expe¬ 
dition, and it was immediately undertaken. Colo¬ 
nel Lawrence fays, that “ this expedition was at¬ 
tended with uncommon fuccefs, which fome peo¬ 
ple were pleafed to term fortunate and lucky : but 
in his opinion, from the knowledge he had of the 
gentleman, he deferred, and might expea from 
his conduit, every thing as it fell out.” 

The captain, on the 21ft of Auguft, embarked 
from Fort St. David for Fort St. George, in the 
"Wager Indiaman, with 130 Europeans, and 200 
fepoys: but, on his arrival at Madrid's, lie was re¬ 
inforced by 8p Europeans; and 300 lepoys 1 fo that 
he found himfelf at the head of 210 Europeans, and 
500 fepoys, with only eight officers, fix of whom 
had never experienced military fervice before; and 
yet with this little army, and three field-pieces for 
their artillery, he undertook and effedted the con- 
queft of a large province. 

.They marched from Madrafs on the 26th, and 
arrived on the 29th at Conjeveram, a large city, 
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■with a fortified pagoda, about forty-five miles from 
Madrafs. On the 31ft, they halted within ten 
miles of Arcot, the capital of the province, fixty 
miles from the coaft i a populous city, but defended 
only by a large defpicable"citadel built with earth. 
The garrifon confided of 1100 men, who were ter¬ 
rified at this fudden approach of an enemy, and 
immediately abandoned the fort. The Engliih, on 
the lit of September, entered the city, which had 
no walls, and quietly took poffeflion of the citadel, 
in the fight of 100,000 of the inhabitants, who 
gazed on them with admiration and refpeit. 

; In the fort were eight pieces of camion, with 
a large, quantity of lead and gun-powder; as alfo 
effedts to the v^ilue of 50,0001. depofited there for 
fecurity by the country merchants, to whom they 
were pundtual-ly reftored. They had offered cap¬ 
tain Clive a large film of money, on his entering 
the fort, to prevent the place from being plundered, 
which he refilled : but caufed a proclamation to be 
made, that fuch as were willing to (lay, ihould re¬ 
ceive no injury 5 and thole that were unwilling might 
depart, with their effects of all kinds, grain and 
prov-ifion excepted, for which they Ihould be paid 
the full value immediately. The fort was inhabited 
by near 4000 perfons, who were permitted to re¬ 
main in their habitations. This judicious genera¬ 
lity conciliated nioft of the principal inhabitants to 
the Engliih intereft ; and gained the good opinion 
and affedtion of the country people in iucli a manner, 
as afterwards contributed to lave the place ; for 
thofe that did not cliufe to flay in the fort, 
when the Engliih came to be invefted there, gave 
captain Clive tile moft exadt intelligence of all the 
defigns and motions of the enemy ; fo that they 
never attempted any thing that he was not prepared 
in the beft manner to receive and oppole. 


Cap- 
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man, and made the Englilh appear dill 
ormidable light. 

two eighteen pounders and fome rnilita 
:re on the road from Madrafs, cfcorted I 
>oys, who arrived fafe at Conjeveram, ai 
ned by a large detachment from Arcc 
e enemy then thought was left unguarde 
:hed up with their whole force to attack t 
his was bravely defended, and the inhat 
wed no fign of infurredtion during the r 
rich continued till the return of the detac 
th the convoy, when the enemy prcci[: 

French and Chunda Saib were fo nun 
at tljp lofs of this important place, that 
all the force they could fpare from Trichi- 
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to the fort, where he found the platoon under cn- 
fign Glafs, whofe march was retarded by 400 fe- 
poys, whom he defeated ; but this interruption 
prevented him from arriving in time to render the 
fervice for which his men were deftined. Ir. this 
faily, the garrifon had fifteen Europeans hilled, 
among whom was lieutenant Trenwich, whofe death 
was occafioned by his nobly preferving the life of his 
commander, in this manner. A lepoy from a win¬ 
dow was levelling his piece at captain Clive, as he 
was encouraging his men in the Itrcer.: Mr. Trcn- 
with perceived the fepoy, and pul led the captain 
afide ; upon which the lepoy changed his aim, and 
Ihot the lieutenant dead. Lieutenant Revd, the 
only officer of artillery, was alfo dilabled, with Jix- 
teen other merT. | 

The next day, Rajah Saib was joined by Mortiz 
Allee, with 2000 men, from Veloor; and at night 
fome of their fepoys, fired upon the ramparts from 
the adjacent houfes. At midnight, enlign Glafs 
was fentwith ten men to blow up two of the houles 
which moft annoyed the fort ; but the enlign was 
unfuccefsful in the attempt, and difablcd from far¬ 
ther afiion by a violent fall. 

Thus, at the beginning of the fiege, captain 
Clive was deprived of the fervice of half his officers 
who accompanied him in the expedition ; for one 
was killed, two wounded, and another returned to 
Madrafs; while the troops fit for duty were dimi- 
niflied to 120 Europeans, and 200 fepoys Tilde 
were befieged by 150 Europeans, 3000 horfe, 2000 
fepoys, and 5000 peons. 

The befiegers were nbt furnifbed with battering 
■cannon for fourteen days, during which -time they 
kept firing their nnii'quetry from the houles, and 
bombarding from four mortars; by which they 
killed three feijeants and fevcial men, who at. dif¬ 
ferent times accompanied captain Clive in viiiri 
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Rajah Saib, who had alfo made a breach to the 
fouth-weft, and was determined to ilorm the fort. 

Captain Kilpatrick had joined the party un¬ 
der lieutenant Innis, and was advancing to Arcot, 
before which fome of the Morattoes had appeared, 
and attempted to enter the town. This determined 
the befiegers to make their laft effort, and difpofi- 
tions were made for the aflault, of which captain 
Clive was fo feafonably apprized, that he was well 
prepared to receive them with mafic batteries. He 
knew the very hour of attack, which was to begin 
at the dawn of day, by the lignal of three bombs. 
After concerting the bell meal'ures of defence, and 
being^imoft exhaufted with fatigue, he day down 
to fleep, and oj-dered his attendants to awaken him 
.at the firft alarm. 

As foon as the morning broke, on the 14th of 
November, Rajah Saib led his troops to tire attack, 
in four principal divifions, two of which advanced 
to the gates, and the other two to the breaches, 
while others came with ladders to the walls. Cap¬ 
tain Clive found his garrifon at their polls, accord¬ 
ing to the difpodtions he had made. The ad'ailants 
began the Ilorm, by attacking both breaches and 





90 A VOYAGE TO 
another fucceeded, who were drove back in the 
fame manner. They were equally unfuccefsful m 
attacking the fouth-weft breach, where they em¬ 
barked leventy men on a raft to crofs the ditch: 
but captain Clive himfelf fired one of the field- 
pieces, which deftroyed the raft, and many of the 
men were drowned. In thefe different attacks the 
affailants continued the ftorm almoft an hour, and 
then fuddenly relinquifhed all their attempts •, foon 
after which, they retreated and difappeared: The 
French troops were drawn up at a diflance, and 
were only fpeftators of the attack by their allies, 
who had about 400 men killed and wounded, and 
among the (lain was the commander of their fepoys, 
who had 'diftinguilhed himfelf' with great bfavery. 
Many ot the garrifon were ficlc, fo tnat the number 
which repulfed the ftorm was no more than eighty 
Europeans, and 120 fepoys, officers included : thefe, 
befides ferving five pieces of cannon, fired 12,000 
mufket cartridges during the attack ; in which they 
had only four Europeans killed, and two fepoys 
wounded : but during the time that the fort was 
invefted, they, had forty-five Europeans and thirty 
fepoys killed, with a greater number of both wound¬ 
ed, mod: of whom fuffere'd by the fire of the enemy’s 
mufketry from the houfes, which was continued 
till the next morning, when they precipitately a- 
bandoned the town, where they left four pieces of 
artillery, four mortars, and a large quantity of 
ammunition. Thus ended a fiege, maintained fifty 
days, under every difadvantage of fituation and 
force by- a fmall body of men in their firft cam¬ 
paign, with a fpiric worthy of the moll able ve-. 

The different chiefs who affifted Rajah Saib re¬ 
turned to their own diftriSs, and he retired to Ve- 
loot-with the French and the troops from Trichi- 
nopolij while captain Kilpatrick joined captain 
Clive, 


1 

1 
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other wing, as they advanced along the caufeway 
to the village, and, formed an extenfive front in the 
adjacent fields, which reached almoft to the grove. 
They were fpiritedly oppofed on all parts, and vi- 
goroufly purfued in their retreat. About 50 of 
the French, and 150 of their horfe and fepoys, 
were either killed or wounded in the engagement, 
which continued five hours. The Englilh had 20 
Europeans, 8 fepoys, and 46 Morattoes, killed or 
wounded. 

Rajah Saib retreated to the town of Arani, and 
from thence to Ginjee, leaving many tents, and a 
large quantity of baggage behind. He was clofely 
purfued by the Morattoes, who took his military 
cheft, in which were 100,000 rupees; and tlfey alfo 
returned with 400 of Ills horl'es. Many of his fe-. 
poys deferted, and offered their fervice to captain 
Clive, who incorporated 600 of their beft men a- 
mong his own troops, and compelled the governor 
of Arani to take an oath of fubmiffion to Mahomed 
Allee Cawn. 

The French had repoffeffed Conjeveram, and 
placed a garrifon in its pagoda of 30 Europeans, 
and 300 fepoys, who impeded the communication 
between Arcot and Madrafs, and had furprized a 
party of difabled men returning from the fiege, 
among whom, were the officers Revel and Glafs : 
fome of the men were murdered, but the officers 

Bosinrow proceeded with his Morattoes from 
Arani to Trichinopoli, by order of his uncle Mo- 
rarow: but captain Clive marched with his own 
force to Conjeveram, where he arrived on the J4th, 
and fummoned the French officer to furrender, which 
he refufed, and threatened to expofe his captives on 
the walls, if the pagoda was attacked. Two 18, 
pounders arrived from Madrafs, and the pagoda 
was battered in breach at the dilfance of 200 yards. 
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The French had no cannon; but fired fmartly with 
their mufketry, which killed feveral men at the 
battery : and lieutenant Bulkley was Ihot through 
the head, as he reconnoitred the pagoda in company 
with captain Clive, who flood dole by his fide when 
he fell. A breach was made after a fiege of three 
days; upon which, the garrifon abandoned the 
place, and left the Englilh prifoners behind. 

Captain Clive deltroyed the defences of Con- 
jeveram ; fent 180 Europeans and 500 fepnys to 
Arcotj and returned with the remainder of his 
troops to Madrafs; from whence he proceeded to 
»Fort St. David, and arrived there before the year 

Whu-e the Englilh were thus fuccefsful in the 
province of Arcor, the French carried on their at¬ 
tempts againft Trichinopoli; for which they had 
been fupplied with battering artillery from Carical, 
and had eredled three batteries, but all of them at 
too great a diltance to perform any execution, fo as 
to make the leaft imprefiion on the walls, or among 
the Englilh and their fepoys, who were encamped 
clofe to the weft fide of the town, while the Nabob’s 
cavalry encamped to the fouth. Some (kirmillics 
happened, of little confequence, during the month 
of Oftober: but the befiegers fired fmartly every 
day, arid fupplied the befieged with a great, number 
or cannon-balls, all of which had the Englilh mark s 
being the fame that the (hips had fired again (I Pon¬ 
dicherry, with as little efFedt as they were now thrown 
away againft Trichinopoli, 

The Nabob was promifed afiiftance from the 
king of Maiflbre, whofe fubjefts derefted Chunda 
Saib. The French detached a party to terrify that 
prince; and captain Cope was lent after then) with 
an b.nglilh detachment to drive them from the fort 
of ICiftnavaram, thirty miles weft of Trichinopoli, 
In the high road to Maiflbre. Captain Cope was 
mortally 



both parties retired without coming to adtion, and 
returned to Trichinopoli, where many powerful 
allies were engaged on each fide. 


CHAP. IV. 

Rajah Saib plunders the country near Madrass r 
Captain Clive is fent from Fort St. David to 
command the army at Madrafs. He takes Con-" 
jeveram; defeats the French at Covrj!pauk; 
end returns to Si. David, from whence he is 
fent with major Lawrence to reinforce the 
troops at Trichinopoli. The Nabob Maho¬ 
med Allee Cawn is joined thereby the Mais- 
soreans and their Morattoes, the Tanjo- 
rines rwiiToNDEMAN: and Chunda Saib is 

, joined by the troops under Morawa and Allum 

Cawn. Some account of thefe different allies. -. 

The French attack the Engllfh in their march at 
Koiladdy and Hlimiserum ; but are defeated,and 
Allum Cawn is killed. Major Lawrence takes 
the command of the Nabob's army at Trichinopoli: 
and M. Law and Chunda Saib encamp at Sering- 
ham. Captain Clive takes Lalgoody ; and Eli- 

miferuin Surrenders to captain Dalton. -M. 

d’Dauteuil is fent with an army from Pondi¬ 
cherry to reinforce Chunda Saib. and fuperfede 
M. Law. Captain Clive fortifies Samiavaram, 
andmarches to interceptM.i’AattvW at Utatoor. 
The French take Samiavaram ; which is retaken 
by captain Clive. —The Tanjorines take Koiladdy. 
Captain Dalton attacks M. d’Auteuil, at Utatoor: 
Ife French are repulfed, and retreat to Volconda. 
Captain Dalton joins captain Clive, who takes 
Pit- 
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PiTCHANDA. Chunda Saib is deferted by his al¬ 
lies •, furrenders bimfelf to Monackjee, and is 
murdered: bis chandler , and remarks on his death. 
—Captain CYive makes M. D’Auteuil and all his 
iroopsprijoners d/Volconda: and M. Law furrenders 
his •whole army prifoners of war to major Lawrence 
and the Nabob at Seringham. General remarks 
on thefe tranfallions. 

tTTHILE captain Clive was at Fort St. David, 
VV Rajah Saib collected a confidcrable force at 
Chcttaput, from whence they marched towards 
Madrafs, in the beginning of January <752, ap¬ 
proaching fo near as within nine miles, to a place 
called St. Thomas’s Mount, where the Englifh 
gentlemen had their country li-ats, in the company’s 
territory of Ponomalee. The Moors plundered 
thefe houfes of all their furniture, carried orr an me 
provifion they found, and fent the whole to Pondi¬ 
cherry. After thefe hoftilities they returned to 
Conjevcram, garrifoned its pagoda with 300 fepoys, 
and kept the field between this place and the fort 
of Ponomalee, which they threatened to attack. 

The Englilh prefidency determined to make an 
effort to reduce this enemy, before they fent a re¬ 
inforcement to Trichinopoli ; and . captain Clive 
was fent to Madrafs, to take the command. A de¬ 
tachment of 100 Europeans arrived there from Ben¬ 
gal, and 80 more were, taken from the garrilbn of 
Madrafs; which were joined by 200 Europeans and 
500 fepoys from the garrifon of Arcot. The whole 
united force confided of 3S0 Europeans, 1300 fe¬ 
poys, and fix field-pieces; with which captain 
Clive took the field on the 2d of February. The 
enemy had an army of 400 Europeans, 2500 horfe, 
and 2000 fepoys, with a large train of artillery : 
but, notwithitanding this fuperiority, they were 
afraid to meet caprain Clive, and fortified rhem- 
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felves ftrongly in their camp at Vendalbre, a vil¬ 
lage about 24 miles fouth-wefb of Madrals. The' 
Englilh advanced to attack them in the rear; upon 
which, they fuddenly quitted their camp, and re¬ 
united their fcattered parties at Conjeveram, from 
whence they marched towards Arcot, which they 
expe&ed to have found without a garrifon. Cap¬ 
tain Clive, therefore, made a forced march of 2a 
miles to Conjeveram, where the garrifon of the pa¬ 
goda furrendered on the full fummons. He fol¬ 
lowed the enemy fo clofe, that they were obliged to 
encamp near the fort of Covrepauk*, within eight 
miles of Arcot, where they lay to receive him, , 
polled in a very advantageous manner. 

The Englilh army arrived in fight of Covfepaukj 
on the lit of March atfun-fet, when'die van, march¬ 
ing in the high road, were fired upon from the 
right, by the French artillery, potted in a thick 
grove of mango-trees, which had a ditch and a 
bank in front, within 250 yards of the Englilh 
troops. Captain Clive had little hopes of forcing 
the enemy in this ftrong fituation : however, ob- 
ferving a water-courfe at a little diftance to the left, 
he immediately ftruck out of the road, and threw 1 
his men into it for Ihelter •, while the baggage fell 
back half a mile, with one of the field-pieces and a 
platoon to defend it. The enemy, deceived by the 
affurance M. Dupleix had given of captain Clive’s 
weaknefs, quitted their polls, and marched towards 
him in a column of fix men in front. The Englilh 
formed in the fame order, and a fire was kept up 
on both fides for two hours: but when they came 
to the puih of their bayonets, the French retired 
within their intrenchments. As it was then about 
ten o’clock, and part of the Englilh troops raw, the. 


* Cauverj-Pauk, Kaveri-pakam, or Coveree-pautc. 
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vidlory remained doubtful, till captain Clive fent a 
detachment under lieutenant Keene, to take a com- 
pafs, and fall upon the rear of the French battery, 
which was well executed. The detachment entered 
the grove unperceived, and gave their fire in a gene¬ 
ral volley at the diftance of 30 yards. The French 
immediately abandoned their guns, and Bed ; but; 
many of them were taken prifoners. The other 
part of their army foon received intelligence of this 
difafter, on which they immediately took flight, 
and their horfe dilperfed at the fame time. The 
Englifh troops re-united, and remained under arms 
-until day-break, when they found themfelves in 
’pofleflion of eight pieces of cannon, 200 ftand of 
arms, and a gre^at quantity of ammunition. They 
killed 50 Europeans, ind made 60 more prifoners: 
the French alfo loft about 300 fepoys. Of the Eng¬ 
lifh, 40 Europeans and 30 fepoys were killed ; be- 
fides a greater number wounded. 

The fort of Covrepauk fubmitted to captain 
Clive, who proceeded to Arcot, and marched 
againft Veloor: but before his troops came in iighc 
of that place, he received an order from the prefi- 
dency.of Fort St. David, to repair thither with all his 
force, which they had determined to fend to Trichi* 
nopoli. He therefore changed his route, and came 
to the fpot where Nazirzing had been killed, and 
M. Dupleix had planned out his new town, which 
captain Clive cauled to be entirely demolifiled, and 
then continued his march to Fort St. David, with¬ 
out interruption from the enemy, who were dif- 
pirited by his fuccefs. Their horfe were disbanded; 
and the French troops and fepoys were recalled 
to Pondicherry, where M. Dupleix exprefled the 
higheft refentment againlt Rajah Saib. Thus the 
valor and conduft of captain Clive in the Carnatic, 
recovered to the Nabob Mahomed Alice Cawn an 
extent of country 60 miles long, and 30 broad, the 
.Vol, II. H annual 
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annual revenues of which, amounted to 400.000 
pagodas, or i6o,oool, fterling. 

Captain Clive returned to St. David's on the 
nth of March, .and the troops were ready to take 
the field again on the 15th,'when the Dornngton 
arrived from England with major Lawrence on 
board, who refumed his command. The chief 
fcene of the military operations was now to be at 
Trichinopoli, for which place major Lawrence andi 
captain Clive marched on the 4 8 th, with 400 Eu¬ 
ropeans and 1100 fepoys: they had eight field- 
pieces, and efcorted a large quantity of military 
ftotes and ammunition, through the king of Tan-. 
jore’s country towards Trichinopoli, where the Na- ' 
bob Mahommed Allee Cawn, and alfo Chunda. 
Saib, had been greatly reinforced by. the country 

The only prince in the peninfula, from whofe 
fituation, power, and inclination, Mahomed Alice 
Cawn could expeft to be properly affifted, was the 
king of Maiflore*, whofe territory is bounded to 
the eaft by the fouthern part of the Carnatic, and. 
the kingdom of Trichinopoli: to the weft it ex¬ 
tends in forne parts, within 30 miles, of the fea-coaft, 
of Malabar. The capital is Seringapatnam : and, 
his annual revenue is computed at twenty millions 
of rupees, or 2,500,000 k fterling. The king.was 
then an infant, and the government was ruled by 

hisuncleNanderauze.who was called the dallawayf, 

or regent. He agreed to affift the Nabob on very 
extravagant terms, afiembled an army, and took. 
6000 Morattoes into pay under the command of 
Morarow. This army confifted of 12,000 horfe, 
and 8000 foot, which encamped in November at 


: Myfore. 
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fcarour, 50 miles from Trichinopoli, upon the 
banks of the Coleroon from whence 500 Morat- 
toes were detached under Innis Cawn to Trichino¬ 
poli in Decembers and another body of the fame 
troops were fent to Arcoc under Bofinrow. The 
main army decamped at the beginning of the year, 
and was led by Nanderauze, who wrote to the Na* 
.bob, defiring that a ftrong party of Europeans 
might be immediately fent to his afliftance, as he 
was utterly ignorant of the manner in which lie 
ought to cohdudt himfelf again!! white men who 
_ fought with mulketry and cannon. He was joined 
On the 2d of February by captain Dalton, with a 
detachment from Trichinopoli, by which he was 
conduced to that city,, where he was aftonilhcd at 
the martial appearance and regularity of the En- 
glilh troops, whom he treated with great politenefs 
and efteem. The Moratcoes made war their pro- 
feffion 5 yet they had neither art nor difcipline: they 
were only pillagers, and as fuch were formidable to 
the Moors. They rode hardy horfes, inured to fa¬ 
tigue, and chiefly fed with {landing corn. The 
common men had no cloaching but a turban on 
the head, and a fafii round the waift; and intlead 
of a faddle, they ufed a kind of pad. Truly formi¬ 
dable with their fabres, they were fatal to troops 
that were once broke. But the Murattoes, who 
now joined the Englilh, under their chief Morarow, 
were, only a body of mercenary horfe, or roving 
free-booters, that alternately took pay of the liigheit 
bidder. The junction of the Maifforeans deter¬ 
mined the king of Tanjore to declare for the Na¬ 
bob. The kingdom of Tanjore adjoins to Trichi¬ 
nopoli : its lengch from the weft to the lea is about 
100 miles s and its breadth along the fea-coaft is 
90 miles. This prince lent to Trichinopoli 3000 
horfe arid 2000 foot, under the command of his 
H 2 general 
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dragoonsi who joined the reinforcement before 
morning. Captain Dalton was atfo fent from the 
city at day-break, with his own company of gre¬ 
nadiers, and another of the battalion ; in all 20Q 
Europeans, 400 fepoys, and four field pieces: this 
detachment was to take poll: at a rock called the 
Sugar-loaf, about thiee miles fouth of the French 
rock, from whence they were to join the reinforce¬ 
ment, when it came in fight. 

Major Lawrence advanced towards Elimife- 
rum*, three miles fouth-eaft of the French rock. 
Here was a fortified pagoda on the fummit of a 
rock, where the French had mounted cannon ; and 
between thefe two polls they had drawn p up the 
main body of their army in order of battlei while 
the other troops were in a line, which extended 
from the French rock to the village of Chuckley- 
pollam by the river-fide. However, the Englilh 
commanders eluded this difpofition to furround 
them : then they advanced! and a cannonade enfued, 
which was the hotteft ever feen on the plains of In- 
doftans for the French fired from twenty-two 
pieces of cannon, and the Englifli from nine. The 
French retreated in half an hour! and the Englilh 
artillery drew up: but Chunda Saib’s cavalry, ani¬ 
mated by the example of Allum Cawn, firmly fuf- 
tained the cannonade, till that gallant officer was 
killed. His head was taken off by a cannon-ball, 
as he was encouraging his troops to advance > upon 
•which they fled. Major Lawrence was unwilling 
to expofe his men to more fatigue under fuch a 
burning fun, and ordered the purfuit lo.ceafe, when 
captain Ciive had followed them fo clofe, as to force 
them into a great water-courfe near the French 
rock, where they were on the point of being en- 


f Or Elmiferam. 


filaded 



troops, wich thofe of his allies; who were all con- 
fulted by the major, to fettle the plan of operations 
for the campaign. They concurred in opinion, that 
a general attack fliould be immediately made upon 
the enemy’s camp; or, if they retreated to the 
illand, to cut off their communication with the 
country: but when the time was to be fixed, the 
major found both Moors and Indians fo fuperfti- 
tioufly devoted to fortunate and unfortunate days, 
that many would be apparently loft before they 
could agree in the notion of a favorable hour, With¬ 
out which none of them thought it fafe to venture 
an engagement. 

The enemy avoided any attack, by returning to 
the illand, where their army amounted to 600 Eu¬ 
ropeans, Topafles, and Cadres; 1800 fepoys in 
french pay; and the troops of Chunda Salb, with 
thofe of his confederates. M. Law' took up his 
head-quarters in the pagoda of Jutnbakiftnai tome 
of Chunda Saib’s troops re-entered the pagoda of 
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It was neceffary for the Nabob to reduce the 
pofts of which the enemy were in pofleflion to the 
north of Coleroon ; and to intercept the reinforce¬ 
ments which might be fent from Pondicherry 
through the (heights of Utatoor: therefore it was 
determined, that captain Clive fhould chul'e fuch a 
central fituation between the ftreights of Utatoor* 
and the Coleroon, as would belt anfwer all thefe in¬ 
tentions 5. and particularly, that his divifion (houlii 
not be out of the reach of a forced march from 
Trichinopoli, left the whole of the enemy’s force 
fhould fall upon him before major Lawrence could' 
^ move to his afliftance. 

Captain Clive proceeded feven miles to the 
north of the Cpleroon, arid took pofleflion of the 
village of Samiavaram, about ten miles from Sering- 
ham, and on the high road to Pondicherry, through 
which the enemy’s convoys muft pals. In the vil¬ 
lage were two pagodas, about a quarter of a mile 
diftant .from each other, one on each fide of the 
high road leading to Utatoor, which was fifteen 
miles from Samiavaram. Thefe pagodas were al¬ 
lotted for the quarters of the Europeans and lepoys; 
but theMorattocs and Tanjorincs encamped with¬ 
out. Ravelins were immediately flung up before 
the gates, and a redoubt was conftrutfted to com¬ 
mand the road to the north and fuuth. 

When M. Duplcix was informed of this fituation 
of affairs, he fent M. d’Auteuil to fuperfede M- 
Law in the command. He took with him a rein¬ 
forcement from Pondicherry, 'confiding of 120 Eu¬ 
ropeans, 500 fepnys, and four field pieces, with a 
large convoy of provifions and (lores. They arrived 
at Utatoor on the 14th, and captain Clive marched 
the fame night with the greateft part of his force to 
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intercept him. ivt, Law Was appHfcd of this march, 
and detached 80 Europeans, With 700 fepbys, to 
attack the pagodas in the abfence of captain Clive, 
Who at the fame time was returning from Utatoor, 
where M. d’Auteuil received advice of his approach, 
and regained the fort. 

' Captain Clive arrived at Samlavarani about ele¬ 
ven at night, when his men, fatigued with fo long a 
march, went to reft in the camp, and he retired to 
his palankeen in an adjacent choultry. The French 
party arrived near the camp at midnight, and were 
'challenged by the advanced guard of Engliih fepoys, r 
■who were deceived, and fent one of their body to'. 
Conduit the enemy to the head-quarters. Among 
the French party were forty Englifindeferttrs, whofe 
officer was an Iriibman, and told the fepoys, when 
they challenged, that he was fent by major Law* 
rence to reinforce captain Clive. They continued 
their march through a part of the Morattoe camp. 
Without interruption, till they came to the leifer 
pagoda, where they were challenged by the centi-. 
nets, and by others polled in the choultry io which 
captain Clive lay afleep. They returned the chal¬ 
lenge by a volley into each place, attacked the pa¬ 
goda about four in the morning, diflodged the Eng¬ 
liih, and put all they met to the fword. Captain 
Clive darting out of his deep, and alarmed at the 
firing, ran 1 immediately towards it ; by which means 
he joined the French fepoys, who were firing at' 
random, and pulbing into the pagoda : imagining 
them his own troops, who endeavored to fereeri 
themfelves from an attack, he began to reprimand 
them in the country language, angrily demanding 
what they were firing at. The fepoys, in this .time of 
darknefsand confufion, paid little regard to him, till 
one of their officers fufpedting him to be an Englilh- 
man, drew his fword, and cut at him; which he 
parried, by advancing forward, and receiving the 
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How from near the hilt: but another officer of the 
Englilh fepoys, accidently coming to his afliftance, 
cut the French fepoy down, and difengaged captain 
Clive; who, perceiving his miftake, and fortu¬ 
nately efcaping, went and joined his own troops, 
then' under arms. Conceiving that the enemy 
would not have attempted fo defperate an enter- 
prize without fupporting it by their whole army, 
he refolved to ftorm the pagoda before the troops 
who were in it could receive any alTiftance. The 
entrance of the gateway would admit only two men 
a-breaft •, but the Englifh foldiers made the attack 
- with great refolution. The dei'erters within fought 
* defperately, and killed the officer who attempted 
the Itorm and fifteen men ; upon which the attack 
was fufpended until day-break, when the com¬ 
manding officer of the French made a Tally, but 
was killed with twelve of his men. The rell ran 
back into the pagoda, where captain Clive advan¬ 
ced to parley with them, leaning on the Ihoulders 
of two ferjeants, as he was weak with the lofs of 
blood. The Irifh officer prefented himfelf with 
great infolence, and fired his piece, at the captain, 
whom the ball miffed, but killed one of the fer¬ 
jeants. The French dilavowed fuch an aft, which 
might exclude them from any pretenfions to quarter, 
and feeing the Englilh cannon approach, they im¬ 
mediately furrendered at diferetion, to the number 
of 66 Europeans. The French fepoys without had 
difeovered the danger of their fituation before the 
pagoda was attacked, and marched quietly off out 
of .reach of the Europeans: but they were purfued 
by the Morattoes, who came up with them on the 
open plain before they could gain the bank of the 
Coleroon, and inhumanly cut them all to pieces, fo 
that not a fingle man out of 700 efcaped alive. A 
bloody carnage! in which cruel exploits the Morat- 



within two miles of Utatoor. A ikirr 
but the French were repulfed, and retrt 
conda with fuch precipitation, that the; 
quantity of military, ftores behind in 
which the Englifh took poffeffion. 

Captain Dalton remained only two 
toor, and then marched to join captain 
was preparing to attack Pitchanda, anc 
moved the greateft part of his army 
Coleroon. Along the northern bank i 
from Pitchanda to the ground oppoli 
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the ifland lay oppofite to this mound, and. within 
cannon-lhot; it was therefore determined to employ 
the artillery again!! them, until the battery agamlt 
PUchanda could be .finilhed. On the 15th, at fun- 
rife, fix pieces of cannon began to lire upon die 
camp from embrafures cut through the top of the 
mound, which (heltered them from the guns of 
Pitchanda. The camp was loon in the tumult C011- 
fufion,. and abandoned in two hours. The garri- 
fon of Pitchanda made an unfucccfsful attempt to 
interrupt the cannonade; and the next morning the 
fort was fo vigoroufly attacked, that the garrifim 
. beat the chamade, to furrendcr priloners of war: 

' but the Englifli fepoys miftook this fignal for a tie- 
fiance,’and fired a volley which killed fcveral men, 
and ftruck fudi a terror, that fiftjcn. Frenchmen 
jumped over the walls into the . river, .where they 
were drowned. Thq.reft, being 60 Europeans and 
200 fepoys^ furrendered to the Englilli, and were 
fent to the Nabob at Trichinopoli., 

Br the reduftion of this fort, the communication 
of the enemy was cut off from the other fide the 
Coleroon, and their Indian camp was again expo/ed 
to a cannonade; which terrified the allies of Clumda 
Saib, who had the mortification to fee m oft of them 
revolt, and join the Nabob,, or return into their 
own territories.. There, remained with Chunda 
Saib no more than 2900 horfe, and 3000 foot, who 
took Ibelter in the pagoda of Seringhapa: while 
the French battalionj with.aooo fepoys, fhut.thcni- 
felves up in Jumbakiftna, which they preferred to 
the other pagoda, becaufe its outward wall was in a 
better condition, and its fin,filer extent more pro¬ 
portioned to the number of their troops., 

. Major Lawrence fent for a train of battering 
cannon from Devi Cotah ; and, on the 18th of 
May, palTed flic.Caeery to the ifland, where he en¬ 
camped oppofite Jumbakiftna. On the ayth, cap- 
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tain Clive was detached with roo Europeans, 1008 
fepoys, and fix field pieces, to- make another at¬ 
tempt upon the French at Volconda. The next 
day they arrived at Utatoor, and the French ad¬ 
vanced within feven miles of it, but were then inti¬ 
midated, and returned to Volconda, where they 
were brilkiy purfued by the Morattoes and fepoys. 
The governor of the fort refufed to give any pro¬ 
tection to the French, who were obliged to fur- 
render upon terms that were foon fettled between 
captain- Clive and M. d’Auteuil. It was agreed', 
that the deferters Ihould be pardoned s that the" 
French-commiffioned officers Ihould not ferve againft ' 
the Nabob for twelve months, and the private men 
remain prifoners of war at his difcretion. The whole" 
party confided of too Europeans, of whom thirty- 
five were Englilh deferters, 400 fepoys, and 300 
horfe, Captain Clive alfo took three pieces of 
cannon, 3000 mulkets, and 800 barrels of gun¬ 
powder, befides 50,000 rupees ; though the whole 
booty made by his troops-amounted to io,oool. 
fterling-at leaft. The horfemen and fepoys were 
difarmed and fet- at liberty as-ufual; and captain 
Clive returned-ro hiscamp with'the other prifoners. 

Tn this fituation, ChundaSaibwas difpirited', and' 
threw- himfelf under the 1 protection of Monackjee, 
which-coft him his life. He might have efcaped 1 
to Pondicherry-, but dreaded 1 M : . Dupleix. M‘. Law 
fuggefted 1 .to him the neceffity of attempting, to. 
make his eicape, by bribing fome chief of the con¬ 
federate army to permit him to pafs through his. 
quarters-.- The application was made to the Tan- 
jorine general, who-received the overture, and car¬ 
ried on the correfpondence with ft much addtefs as- 
induced Chunda Saib and M. Law to think"they 
had gained him over to their interell. A large fum 
of money was paid to him,, and much more pro- 
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tailed, with every other advantage he thought pro¬ 
per to ftipulate. 

ON: the 3 ift of May, the battering cannon ar¬ 
rived from Devi Cotah, and M Law was fummoned: 
to furrender at difccetion; while Monackjce advjfed- 
Chunda Saib to come over to him chat very night. 
He took an oath, the moft fiicred of all to an In¬ 
dian foldier, on his:fabre and poniard, wifliing they 
might be turned to. his own deftru&ian if he failed 
In his.engagements, which were to fend ChundaSaib 
with an eicort to Karical: but when the unfortu¬ 
nate prince put himfelf into the power of the Tan- 
jorine, lie was fettered and confined'as a prifoner,' 
- till Iris fate was determined by the Nabob. 

The* next day, the Nabob, the Maiffore and 
Moratcoe generals, Monackjce, and major Lawrence 
affembled, and debated how to difpole ofChumla 
Saib. They were of different opinions, and' the 
major propofed, that the Englifh (hould have the 
care of him ; which was by no means approved 1 .; 
and they parted, without coming to any relblution : 
but,Monackjce put an end to the difpute, by order¬ 
ing the head of his prifoner to be (truck off on die 
jd of June. The executioner of this deed was a 
'Patan, who found the unhappy vidlim an aged 
man, ftretched on the ground, where he [tabbed 
him to the heart, and afterwards cut off his head ; 
which was immediately fent to the Nabob* who 
then for the firft time faw the face of his rival. Af¬ 
ter he had gratified his courtiers with a fight of it, 
they tied the head to the neck of a camel; in which 
manner it was carried five times round the walls or 
Trichinopoli ; attended by 100,000 fpedlators, who 
infulced it wich all the indecent invedtives peculiar 
to the cuftoms of their country. Tile military abi¬ 
lities,of ChundaSaib were much greater than arecom- 
monly found in the generals of lndoftan: and in his 
private charadter, he was generally, acknowledged to 
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have been a brave, humane, generous, and bene- 
volenfman, efpecially as princes go iivdndoftan. 
The many examples; of a fimilar fate, which are 
perpetually, produced by the contefts of ambition in 
this unfettied empire, have eftablilhed a proverb, 
“ .that fortune is a throne and therefore he who 
falls in fuch contentions is only accounted unfor¬ 
tunate, without having the odium of rebellion or 
treachery charged on his memory, unlefs he oppofes 
the Great Mogul, who is efteemed as the fovereign 
of all. 

M. Duptinx, in his memoirs, falfely aflerts, that 
major Lawrence himfelf. ordered the death of 
Chunda Saib, notwithftanding that calumny had 
been clearly refuted before. " 

When ,M. Law faw the fate of his ally, and 
heard of the defeat of his countrymen at Volconda, 
he thought of furrendering, and defired. the media¬ 
tion of the Englilh with the Nabob. . Major Law¬ 
rence held a perfonal conference .with M. Law, who 










whence major Lawrence and the Nabob march to 
Arcot. They make the governor of Volconda 
fay allegiance to the Nabob ; and take Trivadi. 
Major Lawrence rejigtis the command to captain 
Gingin, and returns to Madrass .—Major Ki¬ 
nder attacks the French army at Vickr avandi, 
end is repulfed. Both armies encamp near Fort St, 
David. Major Lawrence defeats M. de Ker- 
j’ean at Bahoor : and the Engliih return to Tri¬ 
vadi. Captain Clive takes the Forts of Cobeiong 
rWCHiNc.LAPET, and returns to England. Ma¬ 
yer Lawrence compels the governor s/Vandewash 
to jtibmit to the Nabob .—Nanderauze attempts to 
take Trichinopoli from captain Dalton, who at¬ 
tacks and plunders the Maissorean camp at Se¬ 
eing ham, where the Engliih are unfuccejsful, and 
the 





) 
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the MailTooeans cut off all /applies from the city.—'. 
Salabatzjfo poifons hisIrother Gazi Odin Cawn 
at AuiMgabad: and M. Dupleix diferh the in- 
tersfi a Rajah Saib. 

thing was thus happily finilhed to 
£2ythe"ff»toard, and nothing remained to be 
done, but to Kittle the Nabob Mahommed Allee 
Cawn in quiet pqffeflnn of his territories to the 
northward, wheremie French retained Gingee and 
fame other places. \ M. Duplcix was not cafily tie- 
jefted : his pride fupported him, and his mind was 
full of refources. 

• He had eftablifhed Salabatzing as Soubahdar of 
the Decitan, and the troops whom he font on that 
.expedition acquired immenfe riches for their fer- 
rices. In their March from Cudapah they came 
to Canoul, the capital of that Nabob who killed 
Muzapherzing, and they determined to punilh the 
inhabitants for the treachery of their governor. 
The place was defended by four thoufand Patans, 
who were foon put to flight, artd retired into the 
caftle, which was (formed by the French troops led 
by M. de Kerjean, a nephew of M. Dupleix; who 
foon took the place, and the army of Salabatzing af- 
filled in putting all the garrifon to the fword. Ma¬ 
ny of the inhabitants were alfo maflacredi and the 
wife of the late Nabob, with her two fons, were 
made prifoners, in March 1751. M. Buffy then 
prevailed on Salabatzing to fettle the governments 
of Adoni, Cudapah, and Canou! on Sadoudin 
Cawn, the infant fon of Muzapherzing', which 
fovereignty is faid to have produced the young prince 
the annual revenue of near j,ooo,ooo 1. fterli'ng. 
This was done politicly by the French, to raife an 
opinion of their juftice, as v/ell as of their power, 
through the countries in which they were attempting 
to eftablith themfelves, where no European force 
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had ever appeared before. The arm*uhen crofted 
the Kriftna, and were joined by 25,oo§'Morattoes, 
commanded by Balazarow, the principal general of 
the Nanah, or king of all the Morattoeprations •, 
after which, Salabatzing made his public Entry intci, 
the city of Goiconda on the 2d of ApriJ^ aru^was 
invefted with all che authority of SoyCRKSar, on the 
mufrnid, or throne, without oppofiflbn. 1 le amply 
rewarded the French, from their.;*incipal comman¬ 
der to the common lnldicr: M./rinffy had a'prelent 


of it 


0001. : 
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50,000 rupees, or 6250!. fterling. The monthly- 
pay of a captain was lectietl at 1000 rupees, or 
125I, fterlingi and that of a common foldier at 
fixty rupees, or 9 1 , fterling The policy of M. 
Dupleix, in taking pofleflion of M'afulipatnam, 
was now apparent, by the facility of fending fup- 
plies from that port to Goiconda. The Soubahdar 
found many perfons difaflected to his govern¬ 
ment. He was defcribed as a weak and infatuated 
prince, that had dilhonoured the Mogul govern¬ 
ment, by fubjedting himfclf and his authority to the 
arbitrary will of a few infidels, who gralped at un¬ 
limited power, under pretence of aflifting their al¬ 
lies : but Salabatzing afted the old pompous cere¬ 
mony of receiving Tetters-patent from the Great 
Mogul, whereby he was appointed viceroy of all 
the countries which had been under the jurii'diftion 
of his father Nizam A 1 Muluck. He then proceed¬ 
ed to Aurengabad, where he arrived on the 1 Sth of 
June in a very magnificent manner, and was joy¬ 
fully received-by the populace, who were impa¬ 
tient to fee a Soubahdar of the Deckan again mak¬ 
ing his refidence in their city, which had been de¬ 
prived of that advantage from the time that his fa¬ 
ther died. Balazarow was diffatisfied, and ravaged 
the 
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was farther informed, that the governor of Madraf*. 
was preparing to arrack Gingee, which vita well Ap¬ 
plied with all mannerof (lores, and garrifontyd by r 50 
Europeans, befides a great number of fe&joys and 
blacks. The major reprefented to the Nabob, the n s> 
ceffity ofhis immediate march at the head#/dyp* 3 iuP 
federate army into the Carnatic, wherarJK'feputation 
of their late fucceffes would contriljffte greatly to re¬ 
duce fuch fortrefles as were in the^c-itereft of Chunda 
Saib, and facilitate the eftablilMient of his autho¬ 
rity over'rhe province, from whfch he had received 
neither afliftance nor revenues. The Nabob con¬ 
tented to the plan; yet was unwilling to put it into- 
execution ; for he had fecretly promifed to' deliver ' 
up Trichinopoli to the Maifforean general,'who re- 
fufed to march until that promife'was performed. 
The Nabob prevaricated, and faid that “ Trichino- 
poli was the Great Mogul’s, to whom he was only 
a viceroy, appointed to govern it during the plea- 
iure of that imperial fovereign ; and that the refign- 
ing of it to an Indoftan king would involve both 
himfelf and the Englilh in continual wars With the 
whole Mogul Empire.” The Morattoe general 
silked the Nabob, “ how he could anfwer to the 
Great Mogul, if he gave up fo confidcrable a pare 
of liis dominion to fuch an infignificant people ?’’ 
But the Maifforean threatened to attack the Nabob 
if he marched out of the city to join die Englilh ; 
whofe appearance produced an accommodation; and 
it was agreed, “ that the Nabob fhould grant the 
revenues of the Seringham diftridt to the Maiffo- 
fean.” On thefe conditions he agreed to aflift the 
Nabob with all his force in the redudtion of Arcot: 
but neither fide gave any credit to the other; and 
both expedited advantages by gaining time. 

The Nabob made preparations to fet out for 
Arcot with what troops continued under his com¬ 
mand, which were now reduced to a fmail number; 

for 
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for the Taniafines, and Polygar’s troops, were re¬ 
torted tojlKir refpedtive countries; while the Maif- 
foreans, ®id their fubfidiary Morattoes, remained in 
'their en|jimpment to the weft of the city, which 
was thejteby endangered ; fo that captain Dalton 
^tac jeft^ here with a garrifon of 200 Europeans, 
I50olepcy5?tand 2000 Peons, who were inftrufted 
to take every floatation that might prevent a fur- 
prize. \V 

The Englilh bfaSalion, now reduced to 500 men, 
together with 25^0 fepoys, and accompanied by 
the Nabob at the head of 2000 horfe, began their 
-march from Trichinopoli, under the command of 
■ major Lawrence, on the 28th of June, and halted 
at Vokfcnda for fome days, till the governor took 
an oath of allegiance to the Nabob, who then de¬ 
tached his brother Abdullwahab Cawn with 1000 
horfe to Arcot. The reft of the army proceeded to 
Trivadi, where they arrived on the 6th of July, 
and found a garrifo.n of French fepoys in the pagoda, 
who furrendered on the firft fummons. The troops 
then encamped in that neighbourhood, where ma¬ 
jor Lawrence left the command to captain Gingin, 
and went to Fort St. David, from whence he pro¬ 
ceeded to Madrafs, where the feat of prefidency had 
lately been renewed. 

The Nabob found that little regard was paid to 
his authority in the province of Arcot, and he re- 
quefted of the Englifh prefidency to aflill him in 
the reduftion of Gingce ; which they readily under¬ 
took, though major Lawrence cJilVjaded them from 
the attempt. Acccordingly major Kineer, an 
officer lately arrived from Europe, was detached 
from the camp at Trivadi, with 200 Europeans, 
1500 fepoys, and 600 horfe, on this expedition. 
They marched on the 231! of July ; the nejet day 
they obliged the fort of Villaparam to furrender j 
and arrived at Gingce on the 26th. M. Dupleix 
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Here they regained fome days inaftivc, expediting 
aj*infbr<M^Entt'rom Madrafs. A company of 100 
—Swifs, urfuer captain Schaub, were lent from thence 
' in the cjmmon and flighted: boats of the country, 
. tolled rlaffoolas, and ordered to proceed to Fort 

‘.•^6,Dav2J by feas for it was not imagined, that the 

FreiTCfr-feik dare to violate the Bntifli colors on 
this element: »suit the boats were intercepted by a 
French Ihip, anilall the men were taken as prifoners 
of war to EondicsSry. .This was an adlion againll 
the law of nations, and an open violation of the 
peace then fubfilling between them and the French s 
facred there, as well as in Europe, though they 
were allies in different cattles. However, M. J)u- 
pleix infilled, that the capture was as julliliable as 
that made of Ilk own troops at Seringham. 

On this occalion, major Lawrence embarked 
from Madrafs, with another company of Swils, on 
board one of the Englilh (hips; he arrival Ihfe at 
Fort St. David on the 16th nf Augult, and took 
the command of the army. The French were then 
commanded by M. deKerjean, who was returned 
from Golconda: but when lie heard that major 
Lawrence was arrived, he decamped lirddenly in 
the night, and retreated to Bahoor*, four miles 
from Fort St. David. He then fell Luck lo Villa- 
nour, and.was purfued by the Englilh troops, who 
attacked the French advanced poll, within three 
miles of Fondicherry, and obliged their whole army 
to take protection under the walls of the town. 
The Ehglifli commander could not force them to 
an adtion, and had recourfe to a ftratagem, to draw 
them, from their ftrong duration. He focmcd 
afraid of the French, and precipitately returned to 
Bahoor. The ftratagem fuccectlcd, and M. Du- 
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pleix peremptorily ordered his nep\s;w to follow 
the enemy. He obeyed, and encampedH^ithin t 
miles of them on the 25th, when major Y.awrence 
made the necelfary difpofitions for giving!'him atj 
immediateattack. £ . 

The Englilh army confided of 4°o EAropsyC; 
1700 fepoys, and 4000 of the N^hSKfTroops, 
with nine pieces of cannon. The Sfeich army was 
compofed of 450 Europeans, 1^00 fepoys, and 
2000 horfe. The Englilh trot®! began to march 
at three , the next morning, and/the attack began 
a little before the dawn of day. Their fepoys 
formed the firft line, and the battalion the fecond;. 
the artillery were divided on 'the flanks; and the • 
Nabob’s cavalry were ftationed to the right," on the 
other fide of a high bank, which radfrom the Eng¬ 
lilh to the Enemy’s camp. The fepoys engaged on 
both fides till day-light, when the French battalion 
were difcovered drawn up ; their right defended by 
a bank, and their left by a large pond. The Eng¬ 
lilh received a brilk fire from the French cannon 5 
and the ftnall arms foon began. The Englilh ad" 
vanced firing; and the French flood their ground 
until the bayonets met. This terrible crifis of mo¬ 
dern war is generally determined in a minute* and 
few examples of it occur. The company of Eng¬ 
lilh grenadiers broke the French centre with two 
platoons; on which their whole, line gave way, 
threw down their arms, and fled. The Nabob’s 
cavalry plundered the camp, inllead of purfuing ■ 
the fugitives. M. Kerjean, 13 officers, and 96 
private men, were made prifoners; and many more 
were killed or wounded : all their artillery, ammu¬ 
nition and ftores were taken by the Englilh, who 
had four officers, and 78 private men killed and 
wounded. 

The remainder of the French fled to Pondi¬ 
cherry; and M, Dupleix was obliged to wait the 
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arrival of fua^er reinforcements before he attempted 
__^pythina^nore in the field. However, he was 
/ bufy in Hie cabinet, and inftigated the MailTorean 
General 4 ) create new troubles at Trichinopoli; for 
~J%ich pi/fpofe, InnisCawn was detached with 3000 
WT'rartogkfrotn Seringham in the middle of Auguft, 
with intSuLLu'ns to infpeft the Nabob’s camp, and 
afterwards to jt?in the French : but their defeat at 
Bahoor altered ti-S^whole plan, and the Morattoe 
took an oath of fidelity to the Nabob. When this 
was done, major ffiawrence formed a camp at Tri- 
vadi, and prepared to employ the remainder of the 
-feafon, before the rains began, in reducing tire 
’ country between Pondicherry and the river i'aliar. 
Ac thelame time, the Nabob requefted of die pre- 
fidency at Madrids to fend a force to attack Ching- 
lape.t and Cobelong, two fining forts, fituated to 
the north of chat river, which kept in fubjeflion a 
confiderable tradb of country, and from whence de¬ 
tachments frequently plundered the territory belong¬ 
ing to himfelf and the company. 

The monfoon was coming on, a feafon of heavy 
rain and ftorms, which begin about September, 
and generally continue to December. Captain Clive 
therefore undertook this enterprize to ferve the Na¬ 
bob, and marched from Madrafs with 200 Euro¬ 
pean recruits, and 500 fepoys newly raifed. With 
. thefe troops, and four large pieces of battering can¬ 
non, he marched on the toth of September againft 
Cobelong*, twenty-five miles fouth of Madrafs, 
and within mufket-fhot of the fea. The fort had 
no ditch, but- was furroutided by a ftrong wail, 
flanked by round towers, on which were mounted 
thirty guns; and it was garrifoned by fifty French 
and 300 fepoys The Englilh troops arrived in the 


evening 
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evening within two miles of the fortp^d a detach¬ 
ment advanced to a garden within Godards 
under the command of lieutenant Coopeiypvhn was , 
killed by a nmfket-fhot: but the garrifol|> furren- 
dered at diferetion on the 13th; and beji.des tly' ^ 
cannon mounted on the walls, there wjfeJjojHP?'“ 
fifty other pieces of the largeft cj^WifeT'wnicli 
proved to be part of the artillery tivi the company 
had loft at Madrafs, when takenby M. de la Bour- 
donnais in 1746. 

The next morning a detach/nent arrived frotn 
Chinglapet, which was intended to ftirprize the 
Engiiffi camp: but they were difeovered by captain _ 
Clive, who formed an ambufeade into which they , 
fell. The Englilh fired with fuch vivacity as to kill 
or wound near too French in a few minutes, and 
the reft provided for their fafety by flight to 
Chinglapet. Their commanding officer, twenty-five 
Europeans, and 250 fepoys, with two pieces of can¬ 
non were taken : but the Engiifh fuftained no lofs. 

Captain Clive marched direftly to Chinglapet *, 
which is fituated twehty miles weft of Cobelong, 
forty-five fouth-weft of Madrafs, and within half a 
mile of the Paliar. This was efteemed a very ftrong 
forr, being almoft encompaffed with a morafs, and 
furrounded by two walls, the ramparts of which were 
iixteen feet thick j a wet ditch faced with (lone, 
fixteen feet wide, quite round the outward fort, and 
another half round the inner. The garrifon con¬ 
fided of forty Europeans and 500 fepoys, who had 
fifteen pieces of cannon mounted on the walls; but 
the commanding officer was then a prifoner upon 
parole. A battery was erefted to the fouth within 
200 yards of the fort, and a breach was made in 
four days; upon which the garrifon furrendered on 


* Chengalaput, or Shengel-pettey. 
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honorable tgifris, evacuated the fort on the 3 ill of 
gabber, J&d marched away to Pondicherry. 

. l The f/eduflion of thefe places fecured all the 
lountry ^between Sadrafa and Arcot. A garrifon 
_*kas pladjd in Chinglapet ; but the tortilications at 
‘c&n jo nikwere deftroyed. The troops returned to 
Madrai'S^Orve captain Clive embarked for Eng¬ 
land at the cl< 5 fe of the year, univerfalty acknow¬ 
ledged as the m’.ij, whole example firlt rousted his 
countrymen fromCtiie lethargy into which they were 
dropped before has reduflion of Arcot; and who 
had principally contributed to mile their military 
- repnration, by attain of uninterrupted fuccelles ac- 
' quired by his prudence, actrniy, courage, refolu- 
tion, afhd intrepidity. He arrived ill England in 
Oftober 1753, *and informed the company of the 
iituation of .their affairs in. the Mogul empire. The 
diredbors prefented him witli a rich fwoni, let witli 
diamonds, in reward of his great fervic.es: and lie 
loon afterwards returned to India, where his farther 
fervices made him the objeil of admiration and ter¬ 
ror throughout all the Eall. 

During captain Clive’s expedition, the Nabob 
and major Lawrence advanced their army from 
Trivadi to Vandewaih *, a fort twenty-live miles 
north of Gingee, and under die government of 
Tuckia Saib, who had married one of the fillers of 
the late Nabob Subder Alice Cawn. The widow 
of that unfortunate prince, and his only Ton Alien 
Deult Cawn, refided with Tuckia Saib in the fort; 
and it was imagined, that a place capable offend¬ 
ing forth fuch pretenders to difturb the title of Ma¬ 
homed Alice, would have been atracked with the 
utmoft vigor : but the Nabob was in Inch diilielir 
for money, that lie accepted of 300,000 rupees, or 
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litary punifhntint very common among the Indian 
troops, jf 

? The ®aifforean general thought himfelf no 
jpnger fajfe under the cannon of the city, and re¬ 
newed hih camp three miles to the weftward. When 
-ft.ktwo inonths ftipulated for the delivery of the 
city wcTTr^-ipited, he formally fent four of his prin¬ 
cipal officers roVjemand the furrender of it j which 
■was refufed by h'yoodin Cawn, who reproached the 
commiiTaries witlfVne treacherous pradtices of their 
general; and the letter then made a demand on the 
Nabob of 8,500,000 rupees, or 1,062,500!. iter- 
ling, for the fervice he had performed, and the 
-expences he had fuftained. M. Dupleix not only 
inflamed this difference, but alfo bribed Morarow 
to his intereft, and promifed to put the Maiflbreans 
in pofieflion of Trichinopoli. Ambaffadors were 
thereupon fent to Pondicherry, where a treaty was 
foon concluded for that purpofe, and war was re- 
folved; which was delayed for fome time, on ac¬ 
count of the Nabob's fuccefs in Arcot. 

Morarow decamped with molt of his Morattoes, 
and marched to Pondicherry, where M. Dupleix 
promifed to fend fome Europeans to Seringham ; 
while Nanderauze intercepted all the fupplies that 
were fent to Trichinopoli. The eftedts of this hof- 
tility were foon felt, and the prefidency of Madrafs 
were determined to treat him as a declared enemy. 
In confequence of that refoludon, captain Dalton 
marched out of the city, at ten at night on the 23d 
of December, with the greatefl: part of the garrifon, 
to beat up the Maifforean camp, which then ex¬ 
tended under the northern wall of Seringham : but 
Nanderauze himfelf remained in the pagoda with a 
numerous guard. The troops pafied the Cavery, 
crofled the ifland, and marched along the bank of 
the Coleroon, till they came within a quarter of a 
mile of the enemy’s camp, when they halted to re- 
, frelh 



tents, and took refuge in the pagoda ; from whence 
they continued to cut off all communication be¬ 
tween the city and the country. 

Captain Dalton then prepared to bombard the 
pagoda, and with that view, fent half his force the 
following night a-crofs the river, which was ford¬ 
able. They diflodged the enemy from a great 
choultry near the water-fide, direftly oppofite to 
the fouth gate of Seringham. The building was 





; 

T H eI EAST-INDIES. ia<> 
ioofeet %-rc, and 30 high; which the Englifil 
inclofed iiyme morning with a ftrong intrenchment, 
and alfo-made a parapet with fand-bags round the 
roof, where they mounted two field pieces. Cap* 
tain Dalton found this poft of fuch importance, that 
hcwas determined to fupport it with the reft ot his 
force, "which-he ftationed with four field pieces op- 
pofite the Choultry, on the fouthcrn bank of the 
river, where it *.vas only 400 yards wide. The 
enemy remainedquiet in Seringham till noon, 
when they had fufficiently intoxicated thcmfelves 
with opium, and began to appear in a numerous 
.body: but the field pieces kept them at a diftanca 
■ for fome time. A party of Morattoe horfe difperfed 
fome of the Nabob’s fepoys, • who had eroded the 
river, and began to fire from an untenable poll:. 
The Morattoes then attacked the intrenchment at 
the great Choultry, and were repulfed with confider- 
able lofs. The garrifon gave three huzza’s on the 
retreat of the Morattoes; but were inftantly alarmed 
by the imprudent retreat of an officer, who crofted 
the river to give captain Dalron fome information 
concerning his artillery ; which ftruck fuch a panic 
into the men, that they quitted the intrenchmenr, 
and attempted to repafsthe Cavery. This was per¬ 
ceived by a body of 3000 Maiflbrean horfe, who 
were drawn up on the bank, and immediately gal- 
lopped into the bed of the river, where they cut 
down the whole party, excepting fifteen men. Ani¬ 
mated by this fucceis, they attacked captain Dal¬ 
ton’s divifion on the other fide; but here they were 
obliged to retire with the lofs of fcveral men and 
horfes, whofe riders fell within twenty yards of the 
artillery. Captain Dalton advanced into the bed of 
the river, where lie remained, till he had collefted 
the dead and wounded, which were 70 Europeans, 
and 300 of the beft fepoys; befides the lieutenants 
Willey and Crow, who were (laughtcrcd in the in- 
Vot. II. K trenchment. 
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tenchment, where they gallantly determined to flay 
after vainly attempting to rally the mfcn, among 
whom, not one who furvived could give a?iy reafon 
why he quitted his poll;, as only one mani-was then 
wounded in the intrenchment, where they had nine 
barrels of ammunition. 

Captain Dalton had then no farmer hopes of 
expelling Nanderauze from Seruigham, and re¬ 
turned to guard Trichinopoli Where the ftrength 
of the garrifon was diminifiied near one-half, not 
fo much by the number, as by the quality of the 
troops that were loft. The 700 Maifforeans in the 
city were permitted to retire with their arms and" 
baggage : but captain Dalton detained their com-' 
mander Gopaulrauze, the brother of Nanderauze, 
with fome of his attendants. 

The Maifforeans had a poft about four miles weft 
of Trichinopoli, at the pagoda of Byaloor, where 
the guard prevented the.couqtry people from carry¬ 
ing provifions into the city. This pagoda had a 
ftrong wall, and they had choaked up the great 
gate with mud, leaving at the bottom a wicket, by 
which only one man could enter at a time. Cap¬ 
tain Dalton fent a detachment of thirty Europeans 
and fome fepoys to furprize this poft in a dark 
night; in which they fucceeded, and put all the 
Maifforeans they found there to the fword. 

Nanderauze fent out feveral parties to fcour 
the plain between the city and the territory of Ton- 
deman, from whence only provifions were obtained. 
They feized fome of the people who were bringing 
rice from the country, whofe nofes they cut off ac¬ 
cording to their ufual barbarity, and fent them to Tri¬ 
chinopoli in that mangled condition. This cruelty 
ftruck fuch a terror, that the city was without fup- 
plies, till the Maifforean parties were drove off by 
a detachment of 400 Europeans and fepoys, who 
attacked a large body of the enemy in the night, 
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and put them'to flight, with fuch confiderable lois, 
as deterred them from appearing in thofe parts 
again. 'Nanderauze then refolved to divide his 
force, and form a camp between the city and Ton- 
deman’s country, fie remained with one halt of 
his arm-y at Seringham •, and the other half, being 
5000 horfe and ^ooo foot, under the command of 
Virana, moved from the ifland with their baggage, 
and encamped at a place called _ Facquire’s Tope, 
or the grove of the Facquire, four miles well' of 
Seringham, and one to the fouth-weft of Trichino- 
poli. This camp was furrountUd with an intrench- 
'ment and a mud wall; the efleft of which was 
' foon feverely felt in the city, where no more pro- 
vifions were broyght to market, the (hops were (hut, 
and the inhabitants dreaded all the calamities of an 
approaching famine ; while the garrifon was inca¬ 
pable of removing their dillrel's, or difiipadng their 
fear, as they were too weak to drive the enemy from 
either of their camps; in which melancholy Hate 
they continued till a large reinforcement arrived 
from Arcot, under the command of major Law¬ 
rence, in May 1753. 

This fituadon of affairs in the ibuth gave infinite 
fatisfaflion to M. Dupleix, who alfo received the 
moil agreeable difpatches from tile north, where 
his ally Salabatzing had removed a moll dangerous 
competitor for the Soubahdarfhip, by the murder 
of his brother Gazi Odin Cawn. This prince 
marched from Delli at the head of 150,000 men, 
and appeared before Aurengabad in the beginning 
of Oftober, to aflert his right to the government of 
the Deckan. He was met by Salabatzing with an 
army of 100,000 men, affified by the French bat¬ 
talion; who after fome fuccclsful Ikirmiihcs, redu¬ 
ced Gazi Odin to enter into a negociation : but 
while it was carrying on, Salabatzing prevailed on 
his mother to poifon Gazi Odin,' who was alfo liter 
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own Ton. This abhorrent ad was followed by the 
fuccefs expeded from it; for the MoguParmy dif- 
perfed on the death of their general, who left a fon 
named Shah Abaddin. This prince was poffeffed 
of a principal employment at the court of Delli, 
and was worthy of the higheft dignity : he (gained 
the commiffion of Soubahdar of the Deckan ; but 
the convulfions that threatened th^ imperial throne 
fuggefted to him other views, which foon after 
made him the moft important objed in the date. 

The revenues which Salabatzing received at 
Aurengabad, were continually exhaufted by the 
numerous army he maintained ; for the charge of f 
the French troops alone amounted to 3,200,000 
rupees, or 400,0001. fterling. Hi^ revenues from 
the Carnatic were inconfiderable, and the power of 
M. Dupleix was confined to ’ the diftrids between 
Pondicherry and Gingee, which produced no more 
than 1000,000 rupees, or 125,0001. fterling: there¬ 
fore he determined to make Rajah Saib relinquifh 
the title of Nabob, which he intended to confer upon 
Mortiz Allee Cawn ofVeloor, from whofe wealth 
and power he expeded confiderable refources to 
carry on the war. 

However, after a war of ten years in India, ail 
thefe differences were terminated by the general 
treaty of peace, concluded at Paris on the 10th of 
February 1763, whereby Salabatzing was acknow¬ 
ledged lawful Subah of the Deckan, and Mahomed 
Allee Cawn for lawful Nabob of the Carnatic. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. VI. 

the campaign of 1753 -—Both armies take the field in 
the province of Arcot, and encamp near Trivadi. 
The Morattoes harrafs the Englilh convoys, 
and cut off an advanced guard near Fort St. David. 
The Englilli defeat the Morattoes, and kill Bo- 
sinrow. Mortiz Ai.lup. Cawn is proclaimed 
Nabob 'of Arcot at Pondicherry.— Major Law¬ 
rence leaves a garrifon at Trivadi under captain 
Chase, and marchesto the relief of T iuchinol’OU. 
His interview with the king of Tanjore. lie 
arrives at Trichinopoli: and Nanderauze col- 

lelts'allhis force at Seringham. - the French 

take Trivadi’; defeat the Englilh near Veloor j 
end fend a reinforcement under M. Astruc to 
Nanderauze .—the battle at the Rock, in which 
the French are defeated-, Bai.lapa is killed-, and 
Trichinopoli preferved.—Major Lawrence leaves 
captain Dalton in garrifon, and marches with the 
army to Tanjore, to join a reinforcement from Fort 
St. David .—the enemy, commanded by M. Bre- 
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8000 fepoys, 1000 of the Nabob's'cavalry, and 
their own little troop of twenty men, commanded 
by major Lawrence. The French had 500 Euro- 
ropeans, 2000 fepoys, 4000 Morattoes under Mo- 
rarovv, and their mwn troop of fixty horie. M. 
Dupleix was determined to protraft the war on the 
fea-coaft as long as poffible, that Nanderauze might 
not be interrupted from blockading Trichiriopoli: 
he : therefore ordered his troops in Arcot to adt on 
the defenllve, and to ltrengthen their entrench¬ 
ments; which obliged major Lawrence to remain 
inactive in his camp : but the Morattoes were alert 
in cutting off fupplies from the Englifh camp. On • 
the 19th, they cannonaded the village of Trivadi, 
where they were repuli'ed by the Englifh grenadiers, 
and loft 118 men. On the 28th, they harrafledthc 
convoy from Fort St. David; but would not ven¬ 
ture to attack the troops, who killed 300 of their 
liorfes. On the 13th of February, 400 of them 
advanced within mufket-fhot of the weftern redoubt 
at Fort St. David, flourifhing their fabres, and me¬ 
nacing the guard, which irritated them to advance 
into the plain, though they were only twenty-five 
Europeans and fifty fepoys, under the command of 
a ferjeant. The Morattoes retreated, until the 
party was advanced half a mile from the redoubt, 
when they fuddenly turned, galloped up, and fur- 
rounded them. The Englifh gave them a general 
volley, which did fome execution ; but the Morat¬ 
toes impetuoufly broke in upon them before they 
could load again, and put every man to the fword. 
However, in an attack which they made on the id 
of April, they were feverely handled, and among 
the flain was .Bofinrow, who affifted captain Clive 
at the fiege of Arcot. 

About this time, the Phoufdar Mortiz Alice 
Cawn fee up his ftandard in the province, and 
marched with 1500 horfe, and 3000 fepoys, to 
Pondicherry, 
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After ceremonioufly paSing each other in their Pa¬ 
lankeens, the major was conduced to an inner gar¬ 
den, and there received by the king, under a pavi¬ 
lion, fupported by pillars of filver, elegantly co¬ 
vered and furniihed. The king agreed to affift the 
Nabob with a body of cavalry s and after a refreih- 
ment of fruits, a lhower of rofe-water, and being 
anointed with other rofes, the major was difmiffed, 
with prefents of elephants, horfes and firpahs. 

The army marched, and arrived at Trichinopoli 
without interruption, on the 6th, when major Law¬ 
rence found his whole united force, fit for the field, 
confift of 500 Europeans, 2000 fepoys, and 3060 ' € 
of the Nabob’s cavalry: but Nanderauze had re¬ 
called Virana from his camp, and colledtecf all his 
force on the ifland, amounting to io,qoq horfe, 
6000 black infantry, and about joo Europeans, 
with a good train of artillery. 

In the mean time, the French attacked Trlvadi, 
which was gallantly defended by captain Chafe, 
who made an unfuccefsful Tally, wherein fixty Eu¬ 
ropeans, and two companies of fepoys, were either 
put to the fword or. taken prifoners. The place was 
then cannonaded, and the garrifon, intoxicated with 
arrack, obliged their commander to capitulate. But 
this gallant young man was fo fenfibly affefted with 
his misfortune, that it threw him into a fever, of 
which he died foon after at Pondicherry. Mortix 
Allee was joined by fifty Europeans with three 
pieces of cannon, and threatened to befiege Arcot. 
This alarmed Abdullwahab; who affembled tooo 
horfe, and 1200 foot, under the command of Na- 
zeabulla Cawn, another of the Nabob’s brothers; 
■who was joined by forty Europeans, and 200 Eng- 
lifh fepoys, with two field pieces, under the com¬ 
mand of enfign Smith. They marched out of the 
city on the 2 ill of April, and attacked the Phouf- 
dar’s 
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dar’s army near Veloor. The Englilh cannonaded 
the French, but were deferred by the Nabob’s troops, 
and the whole party were killed on the fpot, or ta¬ 
ken prifoners to Veloor, and among the latter was 
enfign Smith. 

Aeter the redu&ion of Trivadi, M. Dupleix de¬ 
tached 300 Europeans and tooofepoys, with four 
field pieces under M. Aftruc 5 and alfo 3000 Mo- 
rattoes under Innis Cawn, to join Nanderauze: they 
marched by Volconda, and arrived at Scringham 
foon after the Englifli entered Trichinopoli. 

Major Lawrence allowed his troops three days 
to refrelh themfelves, and then marched with the 
battalion and fepoys to Moota-Chellinoor, a village 
three miles wqft of the city, where he eroded the 
river, and landed on the illand, with an intention to 
give the enemy battle, or cannonade their camp. 
His troops were attacked by a body of Morattoes 
commanded by Harrafing, who was repulfed, and 
retreated towards the pagoda, expofed to the fire of 
all the cannon. M. Aftruc then advanced with his 
troops, and began a bride cannonade, which con¬ 
tinued on both fides till noon, when a (light ikir- 
rnilh enfued. The cannonade was afterwards re¬ 
newed, and continued till evening, when the Eng- 
Jilh troops repaffed the river, and returned to the 

city, with the lofs of four private men and fome 
fepoys killed; but two officers were killed and three 
■wounded. 

As itfeemed too difficult a talk to didodge the 
enemy from, the pagoda, major Lawrence gave all 

his attention to the means offupplying the garrifon 

with provifions; for which purpofe he occupied the 
camp that the Mailforeans had abandoned at the 
Facquire’s Tope, and applied to the king of Tan- 
jore and Tondeman both for troops and provifions. 
flut Nanderauze neglefted no opportunity to alie- 







imperfect weapons worthy of thofc that bore them, 
fuch as matchlocks, bows and arrows, fwords, 
pikes, clubs,.and.rockets. 

, Major Lawrence quitted the intrenchments, and 
encamped about a quarter of a mile nearer the city, 
which it was apprehended mult be abandoned to 
fare the troops from perilhing by famine. How¬ 
ever, the majur ftationed a guard of 200 fepoys on 
a fmall work half a mile fouth-weft of his camp, 
'and near a mile north-weft of the enemy’s. M. 
.Aftruc perceived^the importance of this poll, and 
marched. 
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marched, early in the morning of the 26th of June, 
to attack it, with his grenadiers, and a large body 
of fepoys, who were repulfed, upon which they 
were fupported by their whole army ; while the 
Engiifharmy advanced to fupport their fepoys, leav¬ 
ing 100 Europeans to defend the camp : but the 
French drove the.fepoys from the rock, and hoiked 
their own colours there. This obliged major Law¬ 
rence to halt, and confider what was proper to be 
done in fuch an important moment, on which the 
fate of the war feemed to depend. There was little 
time for deliberation ; as the French battalion were 
polled behind the rock, which was covered by their 
lepoys lupported by their grenadiers, while their 
artillery fired upon the Englilli troops from the 
right and left of it: the Maifforeans were drawn up 
in one great body, at the dillance of cannon-lhot, 
in the rear; and the Morattoes kept fkirmilhing on 
all parts of the Englilh battalion, who were not to 
be difconcertecl or intimidated by fuch irregular at¬ 
tacks ; being convinced by repeated experience, 
that a body of well-difciplined infantry would al¬ 
ways prevail againfl undifeiplined cavalry, notwith- 
ilnnding a great fuperioricy of numbers. The Eng¬ 
lilh officers and foldiers unanimoufly agreed, that it 
was lafer to make a gallant pufli, than a timid re¬ 
treat before their enemies. The major ordered his 
grenadiers to attack the rock with fixed bayonets; 
while he wheeled round the foot of it with the reft 
of the troops, to engage the French battalion. The 
foldiers received his orders with three huzza’s, and 
the grenadiers immediately marched : they dil're- 
garded the fcattered fire from the rock, and never 
halted till they got to the top. of it; the French be¬ 
ing fo much terrified at their intrepidity, as to quit 
their poft without (hiking a blow. Some of the 
bell lepoys followed the grenadiers, and all toge¬ 
ther began a ftrong fire upon the French battalion, 
drawn up within piftol-Ihot below. The Englilh 
battalion 
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battalion then appeared, and drew up within twenty 
yards of the enemy, who were ftruck with con- 
fternation at fuch a refolute attack made upon them, 
in the midft of their numerous allies, by fuch a 
fmatl body of men. However, the French kept a 
good front with recovered arms until the Englifh 
gave their fire, which fell heavy, and threw the 
French into fuch irreparable diforder, that they in- 
flantly gave way and ran, leaving three pieces of 
cannon, with fome ammunition carts behind them. 
The Morattoes rulhed in to cover their retreat, but 
were repulfed with great lofs, when they defifted 
from their attacks, and retreated to the main body 1 
of the Maifioreans, where the French formed with 
their allies. Some of the Englilh grenadiefs were 
fabred by the Morattoes, who greatly lamented the 
lofs of one of their principal commanders; this was 
Ballapa, the nephew of Morarow : he had broke his 
fword in cutting down a grenadier, when another, ' 
who was loading his piece, and faw his comrade fall, 
Ihot both ball and ramrod through his body. Ma¬ 
jor Lawrence knew this young man, and had often 
remarked his bravery when fighting on the Englilh 
fide: he had great fpirit, and was an excellent 
horfeman: his body was found in the field, and fent 
to his uncle, in the major’s Palankeen. The French 
would not renew the fight, and the Englilh returned 
to their camp, with many prifoners, and three guns 
taken from the enemy, whofe cavalry endeavoured 
to interrupt their march, but were always repulfed, 
and fuffered feverely by a cannonade from eight 
fix-pounders loaded with grape. 

Thus was Trichinopoli preferved by the un¬ 
daunted fpirit of the Englilh troops, which difpi- 
riced the enemy, and gave the Englilh fepoys an op¬ 
portunity of bringing great quantities of provifions 
to, the camp. However, two or three more fuch 
encounters would have left all the Englilh on the 
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plains of Trichinopoli, if no reinforcement was fent 
to major Lawrence, who received advice, that feme 
Ihips were arrived on the coaft with recruits from 
England, and that a detachmenc was ordered to 
Trichinopoli, by the route of Tanjore. The major 
therefore left captain Dalton to guard the city, 
broke up his camp, and marched to the city of Tan¬ 
jore, to join the detachment, and prevail on the 
king to furnifh the troops he had promifed the Na¬ 
bob, whofe army had deferred him. 

The enemy took this opportunity to blockade 
Trichinopoli, which they could effedt without much 
• difficulty, by their fuperiority of European troops. 

‘ The fcarcity of provifions obliged the inhabitants to 
quit the city, which was left almoft defolate, though 
it had formerly*contained 400,000 perfons; for the 
military people who remained in it, including foldiers 
and all artificers, were not 2000 men. Of tliefe 1000 
were Peons, pofted between the outward and inward 
wall: 600 were fepoys, ftationed round the ramparts; 
and about 200 were Europeans, who guarded die 
gates, and lay on their arms every night, to be 
ready on any alarm. The French troops were now- 
commanded by M. Brenier, who prepared to make 
an efcalade, and fent a fpy into the city to direftthe 
attempt: but the fpy was difcovered, and the at¬ 
tempt declined. 

Major Lawrence was joined at Tanjore by the 
detachment from Fort St. David, which confided 
of 170 Europeans and 300 fepoys. His army was 
alfo increafed by the Tanjorine forces, amounting 
to 3000 horfe, and 2000 foot, commanded hy 
Monackjee. The whole army marched from Tan¬ 
jore, on the 5th of Auguft, with a convoy of 4000 
bullqcks laden with provifions; and arrived within 
fight of Trichinopoli 011 the 9th, when the major 
was apprized by fignals that the enemy were in mo¬ 
tion. Their cavalry, in different parties, extended 
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about three miles between the French Rock and the 
Golden Rock: their main body was polled at the 
Sugar-loaf Rock 5 and a detachment took pofief- 
fion of the Golden Rock, within a mile to the rear 
of their main body. Major Lawrence halted about 
a mile fouth-eaft of the Sugar-loaf Rock, and 
formed his line of march, as if he intended to at¬ 
tack the main body of the enemy : but he marched 
round the Golden Rock, and drove the French 
from thence with his grenadiers and 800 fepoys de¬ 
tached from the front of the line. The Engliffi 
battalion was drawn up in the plain, where feveral 
men were killed by the artillery from the enemy’s 
advanced party, whom major Lawrence wjth the 
grenadiers, 200 other Europeans, g.nd 300 fepoys, 
marched boldly to attack without cannon. The 
troops were galled by the French artillery, which 
killed feveral men, and among them captain Kirk, 
at the head of his favorite grenadiers, whom no¬ 
thing during the war had ever diffieartened before : 
They were fenfibly ftruck with the death of their 
officer, whofe place was inftahtly fupplied by his 
friend captain Kilpatrick, and animated by his ex¬ 
ample, the men pufhed intrepidly on to revenge 
their captain’s death. The enemy had not courage 
to ftand the ffiock, and Bed towards Weycondah. 
Their main body then advanced; but retired, as 
foon as the main body of the Engliffi approached ; 
which ended the engagement. The French bat¬ 
talion had 115 men killed; and left many wounded, 
with three cannon, on the field. The Englifli bat¬ 
talion had 36 men killed and wounded; but their 
greateft lofs was in captain Kirk. 

The Engliffi army entered Trichinopoli, and the 
French encamped at Weycondah. The Tanjoreans 
marched out, and took Eiimiferum, where the ene¬ 
my had left a garrifon of 200 fepoys and fome Eu¬ 
ropeans ; while major Lawrence formed a camp at 
the 
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die Five Rocks, to intercept the convoys from 
Maiffore. This obliged the French to decamp, on 
the 23d, and make a diforderly retreat to Moota- 
Cheilinoor, a ftrong poft on the bank of tile Cavery, 
which fecured their communication with Seringham, 
where they received a very ttrong reinforcement. 

M. Dupleix had fent for fome troops from 
Mauritius, and 400 arrived from thence at Pondi¬ 
cherry in June : thefe were joined by 7.000 fepoys, 
with fix guns •, as alfo by 3000 Morattocs, with a 
great number of Topaffes and Peons, under the 
command of Morarow. Great rejoicings were made 
'by the Flench on this occafion, and the Englilh 
' were obliged to act upon tire defenfive again. 


CHAP. VII. 

T he continuation of the campaign in 1753. /I Urge 
detachment Jent from Mad uass to Tiiichinofoli, 
under captain Ridoe, and captain Caii.lavd. -The 
French, commanded by M. Astruc; and the 
Engliih, under major Lawrence, encamp on the 
plain before Trichinopoli. The battle at the Sugar- 
jLoaf-Rock : the French are totally defeated, and 
retreat to the ijl&nd. The Englifh take Wevcoh- 
dah; and enter into cantonments at Coiladdy. 
The French army is reinforced , and commanded by 
M. Maissin ; who attacks Trichinopoli, but is rc- 

pulfed with great lofs by captain Kilpatrick..-- 

The Englidi are alfo fuccefsful in t,be Carnatic, 
where they oblige the enemy to rcife the fiege of 
Trinomalee, and defeat Mahomed Comaul at 
Tripetti. —The Moratsoes invade Tab joke, 
and are defeated by Monackjee.—TA f French ac- 
y».^rfra/™»rSAJ.ABATZiNG .—'The Mooui. Ha- 
' MET Shah is dethroned, and Juccecdcd by Allum 
Geer. —A Congrefs held at Sadr ass between the 
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Englilh and French; and is abruptly ended in Jai 
mtary, 1754- 


T H E prefidency of Madrafs were alarmed aC 
the large reinforcement which had been fent 
from Pondicherry to Seringham, and were deter¬ 
mined to ftrengthen their own army with all the 
men that could be fpared for the field. Accordingly, 
240 Europeans and 300 fepoys, commanded by 
captain Ridge, were fent in one of the company's 
fbips to Devi Cotah, from whence they marched 
through the Tanjore country, and arrived on the 
19th of September at Kelli Cotah, a fort, fifteen, 
miles eaft of the city of Trichinopoli. At that • 
time the French army was commanded <by M. 
Aftruc, who encamped between the-Sugar-loaf and 
the Golden Rock: while major Lawrence en¬ 
camped with his forces at fome diftance to the 
fouth-eaft of the French Rock. Both armies con¬ 
tinued fome days in this fituation, encamped in tha 
open plain without a bulh on it, at about two miles 
diftant from each other j but as the fwamps in the 
rear of both the camps did not permit either to re¬ 
move farther back, they refrained from beginning 
a cannonade till the 20th in the morning, when 
the Englilh fired from an eighteen pounder upon 
the French, which drew all their attention on that ' 
fide; while the Englilh were joined by their rein¬ 
forcement from Kelli Cotah, with whom captain 
Caillaud arrived. 

The junction of thefe troops gave frelh fpirits to 
their countrymen, and major Lawrence refolved to 
attack the enemy. He quitted the ground near the 
French rock on the 20th ; and encamped at the -t, 
Facquire’s Tope, where he was joined by 100 Euro¬ 
peans from the garrifon. At night the tents were 
ftruck, and fent to remain under cover of the ar¬ 
tillery of the city : the troops were ordered to take 
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their reft in the open field, and to be under arms at 
four in the morning. 

The enemy’s camp extended on each fide of the 
Sugar-loaf Rock, but much farther to the weft 
than the eaft. The Morattoes were encamped to 
the eaft; the French quarters were clofe to the weft 
of the rock ; and beyond thefe were the Maill'oreans, 
who reached almoft as far as the Golden Rock, and 
occupied the ground at a great diftance behind the 
two rocks; and the rear of the camp was covered 
with thickets and rocky ground. The French had 
flung up an intrenchment in front of their own quar¬ 
ters: the Morattoes had done the fame: and ac the 
■ Golden Rock, which commanded the left flank and 
the fro.it of the Mailloreans, the French had fta- 
tioned an advanced guard of ioo Europeans, 200 
topalfes, and 600 fepoys, with two pieces of can¬ 
non, under a vigilant partizan. Major Lawrence 
was apprized of thefe difpofitions; and at the hour 
appointed, marched his troops in profound (iience 
towards the Golden Rock. He had lulled tire 
French into a fecuricy, by cannonading the day be¬ 
fore j which made them think he had no other view 
than to difturb their camp with his lliot. The 
. Englilh battalion of 600 men, formed the van in 
three equal divifions : the firft was compofed of the 
grenadier company of 100 men, under captain Kil¬ 
patrick; the picket of 40, under captain Cailiaud; 
and two platoons, each of 30 men, under captain 
Campbel: the artillery of fix field pieces, with 100 
artillery men,- were on the flanks of eacii divifion : 
2000 fepoys followed in two lines; and the Tan- 
jorines were in the rear. The Golden Ruck was 
mounted in three places at once by the firft divifion 
of the battalion, who drove the enemy down, and 
took two field pieces loaded with grape. The troops 
were animated by this fuccefs, and their commander 
immediately led them on to the grand camp, which 
1 Vox., If. L altered- 
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ed again, and made fome faint refiftance, fupported 
by the Morattocs, who rode up very defperately : 
but as thefe could not fuftain a galling fire, which 
fell upon them from all quarters, they alfo ran away, 
and left the Englilh complete mailers of the field 
of battle, all their camp, cannon, baggage, and 
ammunition. The whole aftion laited near two 
hours; and when the vidtory was totally decided, 
the Englilh troops drew up on the French parade. 

The French had 114 men of their battalion ei¬ 
ther killed or wounded, and 95 more were taken 
prifoners; among the latter were M. Ailruc and 
-ten officers; many others were taken in draggling 
' parties; fo that the whole of their lofs was at leait 
300 Eltropeans, and it might have been much 
more, if the Tanjorines had exerted tbemfelves as 
they were ordered. The Englilh had thirty men 
killed, and forty two wounded: among the latter 
were fix officers, pf whom major Lawrence was 
wounded in the arm by a muiket-ball, and captain 
Kilpatrick received a foot through his body. The 
captain concluding his wound muft be mortal, would 
not permit any of his people to flay by him, but 
fent them to join the company in purfuit of the ene¬ 
my. Some draggling Morattoes here came up, 
and cut him with their fabres as they pafied, which 
would have been repeated by others; but the lur- 
geon.feeing him in that danger, flood and proteflcd 
him till the fijccefs of the day cleared the field of 
the enemy. 

THis-aflion was decided entirely by the muikc- 
try 5 and the French, having thus left the Englifh 
mafters of the plain, with an open communication, 
efcaped over the river to the ifiand, by the pafs of 
Mootacbillinour. It was fome hours before the whole 
arrived at Seringham ; for the throng confifted of 
30,000 men of all forts on foot, and id,000 horfe; 

L 2 befidcs 
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befides a greac number of oxen, camels, and ele* 

P The Nabob’s ftandard was planted in the ene¬ 
my’s camp, and the Englilh flag difplayed on the 
top of the Sugar-loaf Rock ; which proclaimed the 
triumph of their arms to the country feveral miles 
round: but the fame evening, major Lawrence re¬ 
moved his army to befiege \Veycondah, in which 
was a garrifon of fifty French and 400 fepoys. 

This fort was originally a pagoda and choultry, 
fituated on the top of a rock about thirty feet high. 
The rock was afterwards inclofed by a ftrong (tone 
wall, carried up as high as the top of the rock it-' 
felf, and built thick enough to afford a rampart ' 
about five feet broad; befides a flender parapet, 
which had loop-holes to fire throughand on the weft- 
fide was a gateway, the top of which communicated 
with the.rampart, A watercourfe ferved inftead of 
a trench to lhelter the Englilh troops, who cut em- 
brafures through the bank, about 400 yards from 
the wall, which was battered with two eighteen- 
pounders, and Ihells were thrown from a mortar 
and two cohorns. The wall was beat down, within 
twelve feet of the groundbut the breach was not 
praflicable: however, a-body of 600 fepoys made 
an attempt to mount the walls, and were repulfed. 
The fepoys then afiaulted the gate: but this at¬ 
tempt was alfo lineffe&ual, till a refolute Englifh- 
man, who was ferjeant to a -company of fepoys, 
mounted on the flioulders of one of them, and got 
up to the top, where he planted the colors of his 
company on the parapet. He was followed by others, 
fome of whom went down and opened the gate on 
the infide, when thofe without rufhed in like a tor¬ 
rent, and attacked the garrifon at pulh of bayonet. 
In the firftfury feveral were killed ; but about 400 
-who threw down their arms, and called for quarter, 
were fpared. 1 

The 
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The army encamped ar the French Rock, and 
were plentifully ftipplied with provifions both in city 
and camp. Captain Dalton then quitted the com¬ 
mand at Trichinopoli, and returned to Europe. 
The rainy monfoon was coming on, which occa- 
fioned major Lawrence to canton his troops atCoi. 
Jaddy, about fifteen miles ealt of die city, on the 
frontiers of Tanjore, from whence the army might 
be fupplied with provifions. The major lent 150 
Europeans, the fick of the battalion, and 400 i'e- 
poys, into Trichinopoli: a detachment was left at 
Elimiferum ; and the reft of the Englilh troops 
* entered into cantonments on the 23d of October. 

: They were ftill accompanied by the Nabob, with 
his attendants : but the Tanjorines returned to their 
own country, "to celebrate a grand feftival j while 
the Englilh grew very fickly in their quarters, loling 
fix officers and many fokliers in about a month. 

In the beginning of November, the French at 
Seringham received a reinforcement of 300 Euro¬ 
peans, 200 Topafies, and 1000 iepoys, with fome 
cannon. Their whole army was now commanded 
by M. Maiflin, who crofted the river, on the 27th 
at night, to attack Trichinopoli, where captain 
Kilpatrick had recovered of his wounds, and fuc- 
ceeded captain Dalton in the command. 

The entrance into an Indian fortification is 
through a large and complicated pile of building, 
projecting in the form of a parallelogram from the 
main rampart: this building confifts of feveral con¬ 
tinued terraces of the fame height as the main ram¬ 
part, and communicate with it; and the inward 
walls of thefe terraces form the fides of an intricate 
paftage, about twenty feet broad, which leads by 
various turnings at right angles through the whole 
pile, to the principal gate that Hands in the main 

" mPart ' L 3 Ths 
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The French were 800, and 600 were to efca- 
lade; while M. Maiffin, with 200, and a body of 
fepoys, were to wait the event, prepared to fecond 
and join the firil party, when they had got over 
the wall. Their forces were diftributed agreeable 
to the different falfe attacks they were to make: 
but the real one was to be made on Dalton’s bat¬ 
tery, which was the center of the weft face. The 
guard appointed for the garrifon was of fifty fepoys, 
with their officers, and two European gunners : the 
rounds had gone at twelve o’clock, and found them 
prefent and alert s but when the attack began few 
of them were on duty. The French palled the • 
ditch, which was almoft dry, at three in the morn¬ 
ing.of the 28th. They placed the ladders, dnd the 
whole 600 mounted on the battery,'without inter¬ 
ruption, or the leaft alarm to the garrifon. They 
turned two cannon on the battery againfl the town, 
and difcharged them with a volley of fmall arms, 
their drums beating, and their foldiers crying out, 
vive le roy. They were perfuaded that firing alone 
would frighten the garrifon •, but that was foon 
alarmed by the piquet, and flood prepared. Cap¬ 
tain Kilpatrick immediately ordered a party to the 
place attacked, and others to their refpedtive alarm- 
polls. He was dill confined to his bed; but his 
orders 'were well executed by lieutenant Harrifon. 
The French having drawn up their fcaling-ladders 
into the battery, fcnt two parties down from it into 
the interval between the two walls. They attempt¬ 
ed the inward wall, in which they were defeated, 
and then only thought of making their efcape, or 
fcreening themfelves from the fire of the garrifon. 
The firil was impra&icable, as their ladders were 
mofliy deftroyed, and they within the firil wall: 
yet fome attempted leaping off the battery into the 
ditch, eighteen feet perpendicular; but the greater 
number lay hid under the parapet. At length day- 
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light appeared, when the French threw down their 
arms, and afked for quarters, which was immedi¬ 
ately granted. The Englifh officers from the ram¬ 
part ordered them to affemble in the interval be¬ 
tween the two walls, from whence they were con¬ 
duced, in fmaJl bodies at a time, through the gate¬ 
way they had aflaulted. The French had 362 Euro¬ 
peans taken prifoners, 65 of whom were wounded: 
and of thefe eight were officers; 37 were found kill¬ 
ed on the works ; and upwards of 70 were killed or 
difabled by leaping into the ditch. Thus ended 
the affault of Trichinopoli, which impaired the 
. French force more than any other event fince the 
redudtion of Seringham. Lieutenant Harrilon died 
foon after thefe important fervices, and was greatly 
regreted as a W'ave and prudent officer. 

The firing was heard by the out-guards at Coi- 
laddy, upon which major Lawrence immediately 
detached a party to reinforce the garrifon, and pre¬ 
pared to follow with the reft of the army ; but heavy 
rains prevented him from arriving before the 3d of 
December; while the enemy rc-crofled the i'iver, 
with the 8000 Maifforean horfe. 

Had the Engliib been able to purfue their for¬ 
tune, their advantages would have been real: bur,. 
inftead of it, their fucccfles were only a refpite, 
and they foon had the fame to go over again; hav¬ 
ing, however, the confolation to think they had done 
all they could againft fo great a fuperiority. 

During thefe tranfaftions to the fouth of the 
Coleroon, the Englifh arms had likewife gained 
fome fucceffes in the Carnatic. The French and 
their new Nabob had laid fiege to Trinomalao, 
the garrifon of which place fignalized themfelves by 
their frequent Tallies, and were reinforced by 60 
Europeans and 500 fepoys from Madrafs and Arcot 
in September. This detachment found all the 
avenues blockaded, and concerted meafures with the 
L 4 governor. 
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governor, wh'ofe name was Barkatoola, to favor their 
junction by making a vigorous fally, which was fuc- 
cefsfully executed, and the befiegers were entirely 
defeated. The general of the Neloor troops was 
killed; and Hufifan Allee, who commanded the 
French fepoys, was mortally wounded and taken 
prifoner. This lofs of their commanders ftruck the 
troops with fo much confternation, that they imme¬ 
diately raifed the fiege. 

Mahomid Comaul was one of thofe adven¬ 
turers who had fet-tip the ftandard of independency, 
and thereby alarmed the prefidency of Madrafs. He 
furprized the capital of Neloor, the north-eaft part 
of the Nabob’s dominions ; and then made prepa¬ 
rations to attack the pagoda of Tripetti. 'This 
temple was fituated on the top of a mountain, 
about feventy miles north-eaft of Arcot, and was 
one of the moft famous in all the Deckan. The ' 
feaft of the God to whom it was dedicated was an¬ 
nually celebrated in September, and the offerings 
made by the concourfe of pilgrims who arrived 
from all parts to affift at it, amounted to fo great 
a fum, that the bramins paid the government a 
yearly revenue of 60,000 pagodas, or 27,0001. 
•fterling. This revenue was afllgned by the Nabob 
to the Englilh, as a reimburfement in part of the 
great expences they had incurred during the war : 
andaS neither the bramins, nor the pilgrims, were 
follicitous to whom this money was paid, it was the 
intention of Mahomed Comaul to get pofleffion of 
the pagoda before the feaft began. He was counter¬ 
acted by the prefidency of Madrafs, who fent enfign 
Holt with a detachment of 40 Europeans, 200 fe¬ 
poys, and three pieces of cannon, to defend the 
pagoda. When this party arrived near Tripetti, 
they were attacked by Mahomed Comaul, with 
5000 horfe and foot, who obliged enfign Holt to 
retreat: but the next day he was joined by fome of 
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the Nabob’s forces, and proceeded again towards 
the pagoda. Mahomed Comaul met them on the 
plain; and a cannonade began, by which enfign 
Holt was killed. However, enfign Ogilby conti¬ 
nued the engagement, and a ihot from one of the 
field pieces killed the elephant of Mahomed Comaul, 
whofe army inftantly fled, before he had time to 
mount' a horfe. He was taken prifoner, and car¬ 
ried to Nazeabulla Cawn, by whofe order he was 
inftantly beheaded ; which prevented further infttr- 
reftions in the Carnatic for foms time. 

The king of Tanjore refilled to quit his alliance 
'with the Englifli, and the French lent 1500 Mo- 
rattoes to ravage his country in December. They 
plundered and Jjurnt the country down to the lea- 
coaft ; but Monackjee attacked them with 3000 
horfe, and deftroyed the whole party. About 800 
Morattoes were killed, many others were wounded, 
and the reft taken prifoners. Monackjee ordered 
all the dead bodies to be hanged upon trees; and 
all the priloners, even the wounded, to be impaled 
alive in fight of the high roads. 

M. Bussv, with his army, was Hill attending and 
fupporting Salabatzing, to the northward, as prince 
of the Deckan : but was thwarted in his defigns by 
Seid Lafcar Cawn, the duan or vizir, who held the 
poll: of captain-general of the army under Nizam 
A1 Muluck, and had accompanied Nazirzing into 
the Carnatic in that charafter. However, it was 
agreed, that the provinces of Muftaphanagar, Ya- 
lore, Rajamundrum, and Chickacole, fliould be 
given up to the French company in full fovereignty. 
This acquifition added to Mafulipatnam and the 
province of Condavir, which the French had al¬ 
ready obtained, rendered them mailers of the fea- 
cqaft of Coromandel and Orixa, in a regular line of 
600 mile? from Medapilly to Jagernaut. 


These 
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These countries were bounded by a large chain 
of mountains, which run almoft in the fame di- 
refiion as the fea-coaft, and are in fome places about 
50 miles from it, although in others not more than 
thirty. They are covered with impenetrable forefts 
of bamboes; and have five pafies in their whole ex¬ 
tent. The province of Condavir lies betweeen the 
river Kriftna and Gondegam, which enters the fea 
at Medapilly. The limits of the other four pro¬ 
vinces are not exaftly afcertained: yet it appears, 
that Muftaphanagar joins to the north of Condavir; 
that Yalore lies to the north-weft of Muftaphanagar; 
that Rajamundrum is bounded to rhefouth by theft 
two provinces; and that Chickacole extends 250 
miles from the river Godaveri to the pageda of 
Jagernaut. The revenues of thefe provinces were 
computed at 3,100,000 rupees; of Condavir at 
680,000; and the dependencies of Mafulipatnam 
at 507,000; in all 4,287,000 rupees, equal to 
535,675 b fterling. So that thefe territories ren¬ 
dered the French mailers of the greateft dominion, 
both in extent and value, that had ever been pof- 
feffed by Europeans in the empire of Indoftan, not 
excepting the Portugueze, when in the height of 
their profperity. Nor were commercial advantages 
wanting to enhance the value of thefe acquifitions; 
for the manufa&ures of cloth proper for European 
markets were made in this part of the Deckan, of 
much better fabric, and at much cheaper rates, than 
in the Carnatic. Large forefts of teak-trees* grew 
in Rajamundrum, which was the only part of the 
coall that furniihed this wood: and Chickacole 
abounded in grain, of which great quantities were 
exported every year to the Carnatic. 

The Mogul Hamet Shah, notwithftanding the 
appearance of vigor with which he afcended the 


throne 
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throne in 1748, foon fell into tlie fame indolence as 
chara&erized all the fucceffors of Aurengzebe but 
he was now depofed, and this change was occa- 
fioned by the following event. The Mogul fent his 
bucklhee Shah Abadin Cawn *, who was the ne¬ 
phew of Salabatzing, to fupprefs an irruption of the 
Rajpootsf. He fucceeded in this expedition, which 
made the Mogul jealous he would dethrone him, 
and a fcheme was laid to put him to death; but 
Shah Abadin Cawn returned to Delli, and feized 
the Mogul, whofe debaucheries made him a fcandal 
to the throne. The bucklhee affembled the Omrahs, 
and placed on the throne Allum Geer, a near rela¬ 
tion to the late Mogul: and the depofed prince, 
according to the cruel policy of their government, 
was deprived of his fight by palling a red-hot iron 
before his eyes. Shah Abadin then declared him- 
felf vizir to the new Mogul, whom he fuffered to 
interfere very little in the adminiftration ; and find¬ 
ing that great difordera had been introduced in the 
provinces near the capital, he determined to reform 
thefe before he extended his views farther. In this 
refolution he difiembled his refentment againft Sala¬ 
batzing for the murder of his father, and pretended 
to be well fatisfied that the Soubahdarlhip of the 
Deckan Ihould remain under the government of 
his uncle. 

Mr. Saunders had been at the head of the Eng- 
lifh prefidency ever fince the death of Nazirzing, 
and convinced by that event of the ambitious 
fchemes formed by M. Dupleix, determined to 
oppole them to the utmoft of his ftrength, notwith- 
ftanding he had no inltruftions from the company 
to engage in hoftilities. The two governors had 
carried on a (harp controverfy by letters a Confider- 
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able time ; and at laft it was agreed to hold a con- 
grefs at Sadrafs, a Dutch fettlement between Ma- 
drafs and Pondicherry. 

The Engliih deputies' were Mr. Palk and Mr. 
Vanfirtart: thofe for the French were the father 
Lavaur, fuperior of the jefuits, and Meflieurs de 
Kerjean and Bauffet. They met on the 3d of Janu¬ 
ary 1754; and the two governors fuperintended 
their proceedings by letters, which were no more 
than twelve hours in coming from Pondicherry, and 
only fix from Madrafs. The Englilh deputies , 
opened the conference by propofing as the bafts of 
thenegotiation, that Mahomed Allee Cawnfhould be' 
acknowlegedNabob of the'Carnatic; and that the 
Icing of Tanjore ihould be guaranteed in thfpeace- 
able pofieffion of his kingdom. The French pro- 
pofed the acknowledgment of Salabatzing as Sou- 
bahdar of the Deckan, and the immediate releafe of 
the French prifoners taken during the war: in re¬ 
turn for which, the Englilh were to be exempted 
from the ground-rent of Madrafs, and were to keep 
poffefiion of the country of Ponamalee, and fotne 
eftablilhment was to be made for Mahomed Allee 
after his difference with the Maiflbrean was fettled 
concerning Trichinopoli. It was impoffible to have 
made propofals more dire&ly oppofite; for by ac¬ 
knowledging Salabatzing without rellriftions, the 
French would become abfolute over the Englilh in 
the Carnatic; as they would of the French, if Ma¬ 
homed Allee was acknowledged; fo that each fide 
required of the other to give up every thing before 
they had well begun to treat of any thing. How¬ 
ever, the bufmefs did not ftop, and the French de¬ 
puties produced.feven patents, which they called their 
authorities for interfering as they had done in the 
affairs of the Mogul government, and for making 
the prefent demands. Two of thefe patents were from 
JMuzaphetzing; one appointing M, Dupleix com- 



fon of Chunda Saib ; and that tl 
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war had not already greatly hurt the commercial in- 
terefts of the Eaft India company, reftratned by 
their charter from enlarging their capital. The 
French rejedled this propofal, and infilled ftrenu- 
ouily on the validity of their titles : but while they 
were explaining the various events which had led 
their nation to the acquifition of fuch important pre¬ 
rogatives, the Englilh deputies difcovered, that the 
Mogul’s letter to M. Dupleix wanted the ufual fig- 
nature, which is a feal engraved with his name and 
titles, and ftamped with ink at the head of the 
patent. They alfo obferved, that the feal imprefied 
on the wax, which had fecured the cover of the let-, 
ter, appeared' by the date to be thirty-three years - 
old, and confequently belonged to a former em¬ 
peror. The French perfilled to defend the au¬ 
thenticity of their papers; and the Englilh were 
convinced the whole was a forgery ; which broke 
up the conference eleven days after it began, and 
left both fides more exafperated than ever. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

the Campaign of 1754. — RefieBions on the'Wax 
in India. Negotiations to terminate it in Europe. 
—Military aBions in the kingdom of Trichinq- 
polx. the English Convoy cut off. Proceed¬ 
ings of the Maissoreans and Morattois. Cap- 
tain Caillaud defeats the French, who invade 
Tondeman’s country, and the kingdom of Tan- 
jore. the Englifh follow them, and return to 
Trichinopoli. Morarow returns into his own 
• country with the Morattoes: fome account of them. 
Major Lawrence repulfes the French under M. 
Maessin : enters Trichinopoli, and fini/hes the 
Campaign.—tOther tranfaBions in the Carnatic, 

, and Golconda. - M. Godeheu fuperfedes M. 

Dupleix ; and agrees upon a ceflation of arms 
with governor Saunders, Admiral Watson, com¬ 
modore Pococke, and Colonel Aldercron arrive 
at Madrass. A Provisional Treaty, and a 
Treaty os Truce, concluded between the Eng¬ 
lifh and French. Remarks thereon, and on M. 
Dupleix. the Englifh French governors fettle 
the peace of India, and return to Europe, 

I T is but a fmall part of India where the Englifh 
company have forts, and that only in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Indoltan; as Bombay, the coafts of 
Malabar and Coromandel, Bengal, Bencoolen, in 
the ifland of Sumatra, and fome other fmall forts, 
befides the ifland of St. Helena, When a war hap¬ 
pens there, the Britifh nation mull be at the expence 
of fending fleets and troops upon extraordinary oc. 
cafions ^ for a trading company fliould not be turn- 

A war was carried on in that country for almoft 
four years with various fuccefs -, in which the French 
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ailed as auxiliaries on one fide, and the Englilh as 
auxiliaries to the other. On the Englilh fide, their 
merchants, writers, and all the failors took up 
arms to defend their properties. They were not 
curbed by the mutiny and deferrion aft; yet they 
beat the French, and the vaft armies of their allies. 
The French company had their troops fent over by 
the king, who might be at the expence of main¬ 
taining them s but they were kept up in the name 
of the company ■, becaufe it is impofiible ever to 
treat in the name of the crown with any of thofe 
eaftern princes, who are haughty even to a degree 
of ridicule. ■ The Englilh company fent over Swhs 
recruits to that country, which dijgufted the Eng- 
lilh foldiers; and it was fo natural to fupppfe that 
fome of them would defert to the French, that when 
M. Dupleix heard of it, ‘ he faid, “ he was very 
much obliged to the Englilh company, for fending 
over recruits for the troops under nis command.” 

The llock of the Englilh company, in 1753, con¬ 
fided of 3,200,0601 . upon which they divided eight 
per cent, and the government paid them three per 
cent, upon that 3,200,0001. It then Was obferved, 
that the war in India was firft occafioned by the 
Englilh company’s rejedling the offers of neutrality 
made by the French, with refpefl to that country, 
and that it had been continued by the government 
four years, at the expence of more than a million 
of money, eight large Ihips of war, and many va¬ 
luable lives, upon a fuppofition that the trade, un¬ 
der an exdufive charter, was gainful both to indi¬ 
viduals and the public. This fuppofition was dif- 
proved in an account, whereby it appeared, that the 
payment of eight per cent, on the trade, during 
the years 1752 and 1753, produced a deficiency of 
254,300!. , This lofs mull at lad be fuftained by 
every individual, as time muft rather increafe than 
diminilh it j for it was faid, there was annually a 









convoy was in readinefs, much larger than any of 
the former. It confifted of a great quantity of mi¬ 
litary ftores, as well as provifions, the carriage of 
which required 3000 oxen. The efcort was there¬ 
fore made ftronger than ufual, and was compofed 
of two captains, fix officers, and 187 men rank 
and file, with four pieces of cannon, and 800 fe- 
poys. They were furrounded and attacked on 
their march from Kelly Cotail *, on the 1 5th of 
February, by 400 Europeans, 6000 fepoys, and 
J2,ooo horfe, Morattoes and Maifforeans, with fe- 
ven pieces of cannon. The Morattoes were com¬ 
manded'by Morarow and Innis Cawn, who galloped 
up at full fpeed, and inftantly charged every part 
of the line ; fome pufhing on to the intervals which 
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feparated the different platoons, and then falling on 
them in flank, while others attacked them in fronr. 
The charge was fo fodden and impetuous, that few 
of the Englifh troops had time to give more than a 
Angle difcharge ; while moil of the fepoys threw 
down their arms and fled. The bullocks were ter¬ 
rified by the tumult, which they increafed by pufh- 
ing on all Tides to get away, fometimes againft the 
enemy, at others upon the efcort. However, the 
Englifli foldiers made an irregular refiftance, every 
man trufting only to himfelf, refolved to fell his 
life as dear as poffibte. This was continued untif 
the French troops came up, who obliged the Mo- . 
rattoes to, retire, and offered the Englifh /quarter, 
which was accepted. In this unhappy affair 53 
men were killed, 134 were taken prifoners, and 
100 of them were wounded. Of the eight officers, 
four were killed, and three wounded, only one 
efcaping. Lieutenant Revel, who l'erved at the 
.defence of Arcot, commanded the artillery in this 
action ; he faw the day was loft,and the enemy ready 
to feize the cannon; fo that he fulfered himfelf 
to be cut down without making refliftance, rather 
than quit the work in which he was employed, of 
fpiking up one of the field pieces. 

Four cannon, and about 7000 1. in money, with 
all their convoy, provifions, and military ftores, 
fell into the hands of the enemy, who returned with 
their booty and their prifoners r.o the ifland. They 
foon after fee the lepoys at liberty, who returned to 
the Englifli camp : the French alfo permitted the 
furviving Englifh officers to depart on their parole, 
which was taken in the name of Salabatzirfg. The 
garrifon of Elimiferum, as foon as they heard the 
firing, marched to fecure the village of Cootaparah, 
that the convoy might take poft in it: but before 
they could, arrive all was loft. 


Major 



as many X J eons to join his brother. 

In the mean time, major Lawrence was deter¬ 
mined to maintain his ground on the plain, not- 
withftanding he had only 400 Europeans in tile 
field. The fmallnefs of this number made it im- 
poffible to bring provifions from fiich a diftancc as 
the Tanjore country ; whofe king difeouraged his 
merchants from fupplying the Englifh, becaufe he 
thought their late misfortune would oblige them to 
retire from Trichinopoli. The major therefore re- 
prefented to the prefidencyof Madrafs, the necefiity 
oi recovering the king of Tanjore to the intereft of 
the Nabob; and Mr. Palk, who had, during his 
former refidence at Tanjore, made himl'clf accept¬ 
able to the. king, was lent there again in the mid¬ 
dle of April. He now found the king difficult of 
aeeefs, and more than ever under the influence of 
M 3 his 





the magazines were kept at Kiilanore, and fent 
a party to attack that place; but they were repulfed 
by the fepoys ftationed there. The MailTorean ge¬ 
neral 
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neral prevailed on Poniapali to charge Mahomed 
Iffouf with a defign to aflift in delivering up the 
, town: but the villainy was detefted, and Poniapah 

’ was blown off from the mouth of a cannon. This 

complicated treachery fhews to what dangers the 
affairs of Europeans in Indoftan may be expofed, 
by not having perfons of their own nation fufficient- 
ly mailers of the country languages, to ferve inftead 
. of the natives as interpreters, 1 

Morarow demanded his arrears of Nanderauzc, 
and withdrew his forces frorp Seringham. He en¬ 
camped with them, on the 11th of May, to the 
, north of the Coleroon, and declared, he would not 
- return before the money was paid. 

Thr next day, a party of 120 Europeans, antj 
500 fepoys, wkh two field pieces, under the com¬ 
mand of captain Caillaud, marched from the camp 
at four in the morning; intending to wait about 
two miles to the fouth of the Sugar-loaf Rock, for 
a convoy of proviltons which was ordered to ad¬ 
vance out of the woods. The poll in which the 
party were to halt, had formerly been one of tliofe 
relervoirs, of water called Tanks, which occur lb 
frequently in the dry plains of this country, where 
that element is procured with fo much difficulty. 
Thefe Tanks are generally dug fquare, the fidcs of 
fome being 500 feet long, and of others not more 
than 100: with the earth taken out is formed a 
mound, which indoles the Tank at the dillance of 
forty feet from the water. The Tank in which the 
party intended to take poll was choaked up; but 
the mound remained. The advanced guard was 
commanded by Mahomed Motif, who difeovered 
the enemy as they lay in wait to intercept the con¬ 
voy ; upon which, captain Caillaud determined to 
attack them. 

The day was juft beginning to dawn, and the 
troops were formed in one line; the fepoys on the 
M 4 right,' 
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right, and the Europeans on the left: the fepoys 
attacked the enemy on the right, while the Euro¬ 
peans Fell on the left flank. The charge was vigo- 
roujly made; and the enemy abandoned the Tank, 
of which the Englifli immediately took poffeflion, 
and foon diicovered the numbers of the enemy, who 
were 250 Europeans, with four cannon, 1000 fe¬ 
poys, and 4000 Maiffurean horfe, who divided in 
two bodies, one on each fide of the Tank, and 
began a fmart cannonade, which was brifltly re- 

Major Lawrence was then fo much indifpofed, 
that he had tfie day before been obliged to go into' 
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The enemy now feemed determined to let the 
Englilh efcape no farther, and threatened a general 
affault on the Tank ; for their fepoys and cavalry 
. drew up on three Tides of it, while the French 
menaced the other. The three Englilh field pieces 
were brafs fix pounders, capable of difcharging a 
great quantity of grape-fhot; and the artillery 
men, with their ufual calmnels and dexterity, fired 
them fo well as the French battalion advanced, 
that they ftruck down near too men in a few mi¬ 
nutes ; upon which their line halted, irrefolute for 
fom'e time whether to proceed or retreat: at 1 aft 
’ they gave way, when the lucky minute was im¬ 
proved, by the Englilh advancing and giving them 
a fire,'which completed what the cannon had be¬ 
gan. The fepoys and Maifforean cavalry had been 
kept at bay by the Englilh fepoys; but when they 
faw the French retreat, they followed, and the 
whole returned together by Weycondah to Sering- 
ham ; while the Englilh, contented with fhis un¬ 
expected fuccefs, did not purfue, but continued 
their march quietly to the camp. They had fix 
officers wounded out of nine, 59 private men killed 
and wounded, and about 200 (epoys : buc the ene¬ 
my’s lofs was much more confiderable, having 
near 200 of their battalion, and 300 fepoys, killed 
or wounded. 

The convoy arrived the fame night in the camp, 
which Was in fuch want of provifions, that if the 
enemy had only taken the refolution of encamping 
near the ground where they had fought, the Englilh 
army would have been obliged to decamp and 
march to Tanjore. 

The enemy were afraid'to attack the Englilh 
camp; but, the fecond night after the engagement, 
M. Maiffin, with all his Europeans, 3000 fepoys, 
and 2000 horfe, penetrated into the country fub- 
jeft to the Polygar Tondeman, whole people were 
alarmed, 
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farmed, and removed their effefts into the thickeft 
parts of their woods, i where it was impoffible to 
follow them. The enemy found nothing but defo¬ 
late villages to burn, except at Killanore, where 
they difperfed the Englilh fepoys from that poft, 
and took about 300 bags of rice. From thence 
they marched into the Tanjore country, and ap¬ 
peared before Kelly Cottah, which furrendered on 
the fecond day. 

Major Lawrence immediately prepared to march 
towards Tanjore, that he might avail himfelf of the 
firft impreffion which thefe hoftilities might make 
upon the king. The guards at Elimiferum and . 
the other out-pofts were drawn off: 100 of the bat¬ 
talion were fent into the city to augment thagarri- 
fon to 400 Europeans s and the reft of the army 
fet out the 23d, at two in the morning, proceeding 
through Tondeman’s woods. Orders were alio 
fent for the reinforcement at Devi Cottah to join the 
army at Tanjore. That detachment deterred the 
French ^arrifon at Chilambrum from committing 
any hoftilities, and preferved Palam Cottah: but 
the Englilh,, in marching back from thence, were 
attacked by the French, who killed fome, and 
made prifoners of others, as they crofted the Cole- 

Major Lawrence purfued his march through 
the woods, and was met by the Polygar Tondeman, 
who exprefied the ftrongeft fidelity to the Engliih 
and their allies. The king of Tanjore alfo fent an 
eaprefs to haften the major’s march, for the enemy 
having taken Cqiladdy, cut through the great bank, 
which may be called the bulwark of the fertility of 
this country, as it prevents the waters of the Cavery 
from running into the channel of the Coleroon. 
The king fent his, uncle Gauderow, with 1500 
horfe to Tricatopoly, where he was attacked by 
Morarow 



fterling, from the Nabob and the king of Tanjore, 
on condition that he would return into his own 
country, and never more be an enemy againft them 
or the Engliih. He alfo extorted 50,000 rupees 
from Nanderauze, and then marched with all his 
troops to Volconda, left the province in the begin¬ 
ning of July, and went to his own country, which 
lies about too miles north-eaft from Arcot. Here 
Morarow, after he furrendered Trichinopoli to 
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battalion with the field-pieces in the center, and the 
fepoys on each wing: in the fecond line was the 
baggage, accompanied by the Tanjorine cavalry 
and Peons; with the rear*guard of too Europeans, 
and 400 fepoys. In this order they waited for the 
enemy, who were drawn up in a line parallel to 
them, at about the diftance of a mile. Their bat¬ 
talion was reinforced the preceding night with 
aoo. men, fo that it confided of 900 Europeans and 
400 Topafies, who with their fepoys were on the 
right near the Sugar-loaf Rock : the Maiffore ca¬ 
valry, about 10,000, extended fo far to the left, 
that many of thenrwere drawn up to the weftward 
of the city. A cannonade began on both fides : but 
the Engliih fire was fuperior, and ftrqck down above 
fifty of the French battalion in a few rounds; upon 
which they retreated towards their camp at the Five 
Rocks, in the fame order as they advanced. Major 
Lawrence would have purfued .them ; but the 
Maifforeans had attacked his rear, and took off 
fome of the convoy. He prevented the bad con- 
fequences that might have happened ; after which 
his army continued their march, and encamped near 
the walls to the fouth of the city. The Eng¬ 
liih had eight men killed by the cannonade, and 
among them captain Pigou, an officer well belov¬ 
ed, and greatly lamented. About 100 of the French 
battalion were killed or wounded : but the irrefolu- 
tion and faintnefs of their behaviour was not im¬ 
puted fo' much to want of courage, as to orders, 
which it was fuppofed their commander had re¬ 
ceived, to avoid a general engagement. 

Major Lawrence entered Trichinopoli, to the 
great joy of the garrifon, who began to want pro- 
vifions. He moved, on the 20th, to the Facquire’? 
Tope, uponv/hich, the enemy fet fire to their camp, 
and retreated to Seringham. Elimiferum was taken, 
and garrifoned by 200 Engliih fepoys; after which, 
Monackjee 



mployed there in repairing the great 1 
he enemy had ruined about three mo 
fhe fainy fealbn was now fet in, and i 
ence diftributed the reft of his troops 
nents in Warriore pagodas, fomewhat 
ity, on the 13th of September. 


bred to acknowledge Mahomed 
which the prefidency of Madrafs 
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In July, M. Bufly came from Golconda to Ma* 
fulipatnam, from -whence he went to the city of 
Rajamandrum, and. fettled the government of his 
new acquifitions, in which he met with no farther 
obftruftion from the Morattoes, who deferred Jaffeir 
Aliee, and he made his fubmiffion to Salabatzing. 

M. Godeheu arrived at Pondicherry, on the 2d 
of Auguft, with the appointment of commiffary- 
general and governor general of all the French 
fettlements. He proclaimed his commiflion, and 
affirmed the adminiftration of the government; 
which M. Dupleix refigned to him with an appear¬ 
ance of compofure and lerenity, and was treated by' 
his fucceffor with alhimaginable relpeft. He was 
permitted to continue the exhibition,.of thole marks 
of Moorifh dignity, which both Muzapherzing and 
Salabatzing had granted him to difplay, when they 
appointed him Nabob : thele were of various flags 
and enfigns, inftruments of military imific, parti¬ 
cular ornaments for his palankeen, and a rich 
Moorilh drefs, in which equipage he went to dine 
with the new governor on the feaft of St. Louis. 

M. Godeheu immediately acquainted governor 
Saunders of the intentions of the French India 
company; and lent back to Madrafs the company 
of Swifs foldiers which M. Dupleix had made pri- 
foners at fea the year before. The two governors 
entered into a correfpondence, and both feemed de- 
firous of agreeing to a fufpenfion of arms; which 
was negociated with fpirit, and concluded with 
cordiality. 

Admiral Watfon foon after arrived with his 
fquadron at Madrafs, where he landed the 49th re¬ 
giment of 700 men', commanded by colonel Alder- 
cron ; with forty of the king's artillery men, and 
200 recruits for the company’s troops. The French 
had alfo received 1200 men, half of which were 
huflars, under the command of colonel Fitfcher, a 
German 
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German Parcizan : but the reft were only raw re¬ 
cruits. Both Tides were now able to bring into the 
field an equal force of about 2000 Europeans: but 
. the Englifh troops were much fuperior in quality 
to the f rench, who were fenfible of this difparity ; 
and at the fame time dreading the advantages which 
the Engliih might derive from their (quadron, the 
French governor (hewed a moderation in his pro- 
pofals fufficient to induce Mr. Saunders to agree to 
a ceflation of arms, before the terms of the treaty 
were adjufted. 

This fufpenfion of arms was to take place on the 
-I ith of Oftober, and continue to the 1 ich of January 
' 1755. The treaty confided of nine articles, where¬ 
by it was agreed, “ that all a£ts of lioftility fhould 
ceafe for three Tnonths between the two nations in 
all the Carnatic; their troops were not to afi either 
as principals or auxiliaries; and ihould oblige their 
allies to enter into the fame engagement: both na- 

were to be mutually exchanged.” 

A s the allies on both fides were included in this 
ceflation it was proclaimed at Madrafs, Pondicher¬ 
ry, Trichinopoli, and all other places where the 
Engliih and French had troops on the coaft of Co¬ 
romandel, on the nth of Oftober. When the pro¬ 
clamation was made, major Lawrence returned to 
Madrafs, where he received a commiflion appoint¬ 
ing him to the rank of lieutenant colonel in the 
king’s fervice. The prefident, in the name of the 
Company, prefented him with a fword enriched 
with diamonds, as a diftinguiihing proof of their 
acknowledgments of his military fervices: but he 
was diflatisfied, that an officer of fuperior rank was! 
fent to command the troops. 

When this fufpenfion of arms was declared, ad¬ 
miral Watfon left checoaft, and failed to Bombay, to 
avoid the ftormy monfoon, while the two governors, 

Vot. II. N as 




ceived the approbation of the two companies in 
Europe, who referred to themfelves the power of 
altering or annulling any part or the whole of it. 

Mr. Pack and Mr. Vanfittart were fent to Pon¬ 
dicherry, where they concluded a provifional treaty 
between “ Thomas Saunders, Efq; prefident for 
the honorable Englifli company on the coaft of Co¬ 
romandel and Orixa, governor of Fort St. George,^ 
&c. and the Sieur Charles Robert Godcheu, com-', 
niiffary for his Moll Chriltian Majefty, commander 
general of all the French Settlements on both fides 
the Cape of Good Hope, and at China •, prefident 
of all the councils there eltablifhed, and diredtor- 
general of the India company of France.” The 
treaty confided of eleven articles, and by the fil'd 
it was agreed, that the two companies were to re¬ 
nounce for ever all Moorilh government and dig¬ 
nity ; and fhould never interfere in any difference 
that might arife between the princes of the country. 
The 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th articles relate 
to the fettlements of both nations and their diftridts, 
whereby it was agreed, that all places, excepting 
tlipfe which Ihouid be ftipulated in the definitive 
treaty to remain in the pofieflion of the two nations, 
Ihouid be delivered up to the government of Indof- 
tan. The governors then proceeded to give their 
opinion what places each might retain without a 
rifque of engaging them in future wars, either with 
one another, or with the princes of the country. In 
the Taftjore country, the Englifli were to poffefs 
Devi Cottah ; and the French Karical; with their 
diftridts: on the coaft of Coromandel, the Englifli 
were to enjoy Madrafs and Fort St. David ; the 
Frencli to keep Pondicherry, with diftridts of equal 
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value i and if it fhould appear, that the Englifh 
poffeffions in tlie kingdom of Tanjore, and in the 
Carnatic together, were of more. value than the 
French polTcflions in thofe countries, then the 
French were to be allowed an equivalent for this 
difference, in a fettlement to be chofen between the 
river of Gondecama and Nizampatnam : Mazuli- 
patnam and Divi were to be ceded; or if the French 
held one, the Engliih fhould retain the other : the 
rivers ofNarzapore and liigeram were to be free : 
and as the Engliili had Vizagaparnam in the Clii- 
cacole country, the French were to fettle a taffory 
there on an equality with it. By the 8th article ic 
' was agreed, that tilde conditions accepted on both 
fides, although they were not to be law for a defi¬ 
nitive treaty in Europe, fhould nevertlielefs produce 
a truce between the two nations and their allies, until 
news was received in India of the anfwers made in 
Europe concerning this agreement. By the qtli ar¬ 
ticle, neither nation (hould be allowed to procure, 
during the truce, any new grant or ceffion, or to 
build forts for the defence of new eftablifliincuts 5 
but only to rebuild and repair the fortifications then 
fubfifting in the eflablifhments they poffeffed at that 
time, in order to prevent their entire ruin. By the 
10th, it was agreed, that until the arrival of an- 
fwers from Europe to thefe articles, which were to 
be difpatched by the firft fhips, to be fubmitted to 
the decifion of the two companies, under the plea- 
fure and approbation of the two crowns; the two 
nations fhould not proceed to any ceflion, rctro- 
ceflion, or evacuation of what they then poil'dled ; 
every thing being to remain on the footing of uti 
pofiidetis. And laflly, that in regard to indemni¬ 
fication, the two nations might expect for t he e:c- 
pences of the war; this article fhould be amica¬ 
bly adjufttd in the definitive treaty. 

N a Tins 
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This provifional treaty was figned by the French 
governor at Pondichery, on the 26th of Decembers 
and by the Englilh governor at Fort Sc. David on 
the 31ft. The truce was figned at the fame time 
with the provifional treaty, which it confirmed, and 
contained twelve articles, as follows: 

. I. To take place on the nth of January 1755, 
the day of the expiration of the fufpenfion of 
arms, proclaimed on the 11th of Oftober 
1754: all hoftilities Ihoukl ceafe between the 
Englilh and French. 

II. During this truce, which Ihoukl be in force • 
until they were informed in India of,the an- 
fwers made in Europe concerning the provi¬ 
fional treaty s the troops of the two nations, 
French and Englifh, fliould not aft againft 
each other, either as principals or auxiliaries. 

III. The two nations, Englifh and French, engag¬ 
ed to oblige their allies to obferve all that was 
flipulated for the accomplilhment of a truce by 
virtue of the treaty; and whoever fhould dare 
to infringe it fliould be reputed a common ene¬ 
my, and Ihould be reduced to good order by 
force of arms. 

IV. If either of the two nations, French or Engiifli, 
or either auxiliary troops or allies, fliould com¬ 
mit any aft of hoftilicy, pofiefs themfelves of 
any place, or any one fhould caufe any damage 
to be done to another during the truce, both 
obliged themfelves to make reparation, pro¬ 
portionable to the damage, and to the entire 
reftiunion of what fliould be taken. 

V. If the allies, or other troops in pay of either 
nation, fliould be guilty of any aft of hoftility. 
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or commit any pillages in the territories whereof 
either nation was then in pofleflion ; it fliould 
be lawful for both nations to repulfe their in- 
fults by force, by which the injured nation 
fhould not be deemed to have infringed this 
agreement. 


VI. If the allies or auxiliaries, troopsof either na¬ 
tion, fliould talce up arms, and infult the coun¬ 
tries of which the nation, they were allied to, 
was then in pofleflion: in that cafe, the two 
nations fliould aflift each other againfl: this ene- 
, my, who fliould thereby become the common 
enemy of both. 


VII. The troops of the two nations fliould be em¬ 
ployed, during the truce, in the care of their 
prefent eftablilhtnents and pofleffions ; they 
might be tranfported freely, and without any 
difficulty, from once place to another, at the 
pleafure of the governor, generals, and com¬ 
manders of each nation ■, and all perfons ac¬ 
tually under the proteftion of either flag, might 
likewife go and come at pleafure, without be¬ 
ing moldted, either in their perfons or efi'efts. 


VIII. Trade fliould be free throughout the Carna¬ 
tic, and in all the countries to the northward of 
the Coromandel coaft, for the two contradling 
nations: they might fetch merchandizes from 
all the places in the dependance of each other, 
and tranfport them freely, without any re- 
ftraint, through the refpedtive Jageers and cer- 


IX. All common enemies, or the particular ene¬ 
mies of either nation, who fliould come to at¬ 
tack the Englilh and French in their prefent 
pofleflions, and trouble the tranquility which 
N 3 was 
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was to reign in India, fhould be repulfed by 
the united force of the two nations, French 
and Engliih. 

X. As foon as the truce was proclaimed, the mu¬ 
tual exchange of prifoners fhould be fct about, 
man for man ; and means fhould be refolded 
on for the eafe of thofe which fhould not be 
exchanged. 

XI. Commissaries fhould be appointed on both 
tides, to examine into tile infringements com¬ 
mitted by each party, or their auxiliary troops- 
or allies, and fettle the reliitution to be made - 
of all the places taken, during the wuce, a- 
gainft the tenor of the fufpenfton of arms; as 
likewife of all that might have been taken from 
them by thofe auxiliary troops, in merchandize, 
money, effefts, or otherwife; and further to 
fettle in a fixed method, for a guide, during 
the whole time of the truce, all the-names, 
and the extent of every country, paragana *, 
and village, under the power, and in the 
poffeffion' of the two nations, Engliih and 
French. 

XII. It was agreed, that whenever, in the courfe 
of the truce, any complaint fliould be made, 
by either of the two nations, of an infringe¬ 
ment of the fourth article; the commiflaries 
appointed on each fide, fhould examine and 
certify the fadt, that juftice might be done to 
tlie injured nation, either by reftitution or re- 
paration, according to the nature of the injury 




This 
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' This convention was in reality nothing more than 
a ceffation of hoftilities for eighteen months; fince 
there was no pofitive obligation on either of the 
companies to adopt the opinions of their reprefcnta- 
dves expreffed in the provifional treaty. The num¬ 
ber of prifoners taken by the Englifh were 900 s 
whereas the French had only 250; but they were 
left to enjoy the revenues of all thole teiritories 
which they had acquired during the war. Thefe 
incomes, according to the accounts publifhed by 
themfelves, amounted to a very capital fum, as 
follows: from Karical in the kingdom of Tanjorc, 
>96,000 rupees: 105,000 from the eighty villages in 
- the diftridt of Pondicherry : from Mafulipatnam, 
with i« dependencies ; and from the contiguous 
territories of Bivi, Nizampatnam, Devrecottah, 
and Condavir, 1,441,000 : from the four provinces 
of Yalore, Muftapha-Nagar, Rajahmundrum, and 
Chicacole, 3,100,000: from lands in the Carnatic, 
fouth of the Paliar, 1,700,000 : from the iflarid of 
Seringham and its dependencies, which Mahomed 
Allee Cawn had given up to the Maifforeans when 
they came to his affiftance, and which they now 
gave to the French, 400,000 ; in all 6,842,000 ru¬ 
pees; or 855,250!. fterling. 

The acceflions made by the Englifh during the 
war produced only a revenue of 80,000 rupees, or 
10,0001. fterling, drawn annually from lands lying 
' to the north of the Paliar, and mortgaged by the 
Nabob to reimburfe the great fum of money they 
had fpent in military expences on his account. 
However, the Englifh kept one advantage in their 
power, by not releafing 650 prifoners whom they 
had taken during the war, more than the French 
had taken from them ; and they derived another 
advantage by the removal of M. Dupleix from the 
government of Pondicherry. . He embarked there 
on the 14th of October; and on his arrival in 
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France, lie made a demand of three millions of 
rupees upon the India company, for money which 
he had dilburfed on their account. The com¬ 
pany refufed to pay him 5 but he was.protefled 
by the miniftry, which he well deferred from the 
nation, as it never had a fubjeft fo defirous and ca¬ 
pable of extending its reputation .and power in the 
Eaft-Indies. He was the firft European who 
thoroughly perceived the imbecility of the Indoftan 
government, and defpifed the power of all the 
Indian princes 1 at a time whe.11 all other Europeans 
entertained the higheft opinion of the ftrength of 
the Mogul empire, and tamely differed the info- ’ 
lence of its meaneft officers He underftood the 
theory of war, but wanted military qualifications ro 
carry his projedts into execution sTo. that he. re¬ 
moved his commanders after a defeat-, and no lefs 
than fix had been employed by him, with equal ill 
fuccefs, fince 1752. 

The treaties were publiffied on the nth of Ja¬ 
nuary 1755, the day on which the former fufpenfion 
of arms ended.. Mr. Saunders quitted the govern¬ 
ment of Madrafs on the 13th, and embarked for 
England. Admiral Watfon returned with his 
fquadron from Bombay, at the end of the month! 
and M. Godeheu returned to France in the begin¬ 
ning of February, leaving the power of the governor 
much more limited than it lately had .been. The 
two prefidencies were now at peace with each other, 
and gave their whole attention to manage their re- 
fpe&ive territories, revenues, and alliances, to the 
bell advantage, without infringing the truce. 


BOOK' 



BOOK VII. f 

The incidental War in India, carried on by 
the English, both by Land and Sea, in the 
Years 17.55 and 1756. 


CHAP. I, 

5 The French views. — Mutinv-act faffed in Eng* 
land ettended to the Company’s troops in India. 
—Colonel Heron’s expedition into the countries of 
Ma’dora Tinevelly, to collect the Nabob’s 
revenues in ?755. Some account of the CoIlyri^s, 
who inhabit thofe countries ,, The Polygar Lache- 
neig compelled to fubmit. the Polygar Mora- 
war allies with the Nabob, under thep'rotelHon of 
the Englilh, who take■ the city of Madura, and 
plunder the pagoda of Coilgood y. Tinevelly ta¬ 
ken: Nellecotah plundered. Remarks.—Colonel 
Heron returns from Tinevelly to Trichinopoli : 
his army attacked by the Colleries at the pafs of 
Natam : particular account of that affair. — The 
Maissoreans decamp from Seringham, and re- 
turn into their own country: remarks on the con¬ 
duit of Nanderauze. The Nabob Mahomed 
Allee Cawn returns from Trichinopoli to Ar¬ 
got: hisreception at Tanjore, St. David, Ar- 
cot, and Madrass. Remarks. 

F&FH GODEHEU left M. Leyrit his fucceP- 
, *$ M. f° r at Pondicherry: M. Huffy commanded 
w in £ * le north > wit h the Soubahdar Sala- 

batzing ; and M. de Sauflky was left to 
command the French troops at Seringham. The 
latter was offered by Nanderauze, the Maifforean 
general, , 
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general, three lack of rupees, or 37,500!. fterling, 
to march off, and leave him at liberty to furprize 
Trichinopoii, which was then in poffeffion of the 
Englilh ; but the Frenchman refufed the bribe with 

M. Buffy was left at liberty, in the late treaty, to 
enlarge the valuable and extenlive pofiefiions which 
the French held in the north ; and the Englilh were 
foon convinced, that while one fide of the country 
had laid down their arms, there was no fecurity for 
other parts. It appeared early in the year 1755, 
that the French were endeavoring to acquire the 
dominions of all the provinces of the Dcckan, ex- - 
prefsly contrary to the ninth article of the provisional 
treaty. M. Buffy demanded of Salabatzing, the 
poffeffion of the fort of Golconda t'and M. Leyrit 
encouraged the Phoufdar of Veloor to take up arms 
againtt the Nabob: he even fen t 300 French, and 
as many fepoys, from Pondicherry to fuppott the 
rebel, and oppofe the Englilh employed by the 
Nabob to colledt his revenues from the tributary 
princes, that held under him. 

Colokel Aldercron’s regiment and the com¬ 
pany’s foldiers adled with great unanimity in India.; 
which was the more neceffary, as an a6t of parlia¬ 
ment had been paffed in England in 1754, intitled, 

“ An adt to punilh mutiny and defertion in the 
officers and foldiers belonging to the Eaft-India 
. company.” This feems to be a kind of perpetual 
-mutiny-adt .in the Eaff-Indies; for thereby, the 
commander in chief of his inajefty’s forces, wherever 
any of them were employed, was to have the foie 
power of appointing courts-martial, not only to try 
any of his own officers or foldiers, but alfo any of 
■the company’s officers or foldiers that were fent upon 
the fame command. It was then imagined, that 
this would occafion difputes between the governors 
and.officers belonging to the company, and his ma- 
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The fubjedls of this, as well as of ail the other 
Polygars in thefe fouthern parts of the peninfula, 
are Coileries, a people differing in many refpefls 
from the reft of the Indians, and hitherto little 
known to Europeans: but 1 have already given an 
account of them in my firft volume s to which I 
/hall now add fomething farther. 

Father Martin, ajefuit, who refided ten years 
in the neighboring country of Morana, defcribes the 
Coileries as more barbarous than all other lavages 
in any part of the globe. He afferts, that when two 
of thefe people, either male or female, have a quar¬ 
rel, each is obliged to fuffer and perform whatever' 
cruelties the other thinks proper to inflidl, either on 
themfelves or any of their family,) and that the 
fury of revenge operates fo ftrongly among them, 
that a man for a flight affront has been known to 
murder his wife and all his children, to have the 
inhuman fatisfaflion of compelling his adverfary 
to commit the like murders in his own family : but 
the jefuit Hands Angle and fufpefted in his aflertion s 
for, to the honor of human nature, none of the 
Englilh officers diftinguilhed,any traces of thefe ab¬ 
horrent pra&ices. 

The whole country of the Polygar Lachenaig 
was fortified either by nature or art s for it was 
furrounded by hiils. lying at fome diftance from one 
another, which were craggy and covered with 
bulhes, fo as to be impaffable to any but the Coi¬ 
leries themfelves, who had thrown up works from 
hill to hill, peculiar to their rude and cunning way. 
For thofe works were a thick wall, compofed of 
large ftones laid one upon another, without cement, 
and flanked at proper diftances by round towers 
made of earth, well rammed down: before the 
wall was a deep and broad ditch ; and In front of 
the ditch a large hedge of bamboes, fo thickly fet. 



THE EAST-INDIES. 1S9 
that it could not be penetrated without the hatchet 
or fire. 

The army attacked a part of this barrier early 
in the morning, and the field-pieces were placed 
upon an eminence that commanded the towers 
which defended the face of attack. The Colleries 
appointed to guard the towers, abandoned them a3 
foon as the cannon be^an to play: but great num¬ 
bers of them, armed with matchlocks and bows and 
arrows, perfifted in defending the hedge-, while 
others appeared on the hills, lhalcing their fjiears, 
and making hideous howls, in hopes to terrify the 
' afiailants. At length the army forced the barrier, 
after lofing feveral men. Mahomed Ifiouf was then 
detached with 500 fepoys, 50 Europeans, and a 
field-piece, to’attack the principal town, which 
was diftant about four miles: but before the detach¬ 
ment could come in fight of the town, they were 
flopped by another cirgumvallation of the fame 
kind, ftronger than the firft. Here the enemy 
had collected their whole force, and defended them- 
felves with more obftinacy than before. They 
killed twelve Europeans, and 104 fepoys; which 
obliged the detached party to fend for fuccors from 
the main body. Immediately too Europeans ad¬ 
vanced, and the enemy dilhppeared. The whole 
army then proceeded to the principal town, which 
was deferted by the inhabitants, who had fled with 
their cattle to the hills. Lachenaig then fubmitted, 
and paid his tribute. 

The Nabob returned to Trichinopoli; and the 
army, with Maphuze Cawn, proceeded to Madura, 
where they arrived in, ten days. This is a ftrong 
Indian town, about fixty miles fouth.of Trichina- 
poii; and, like that, encompafled with a wall ; but 
being of much greater extent, would require a large 
garrifon to defend it. The I’olygar quitted his 
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the gate with bundles of ftraw. He encouraged 
the troops by his own example, and carried the firft. 
torch himfelf; for he was a llrong and valiant man. 
Mahomed Motif followed with another torch; lb 
that the two principal officers of the army were 
now feen a&ing the part of volunteers, leading a 
forlorn hope. Succefs rewarded their courage•, the 
gate was foon burnt down; the foldicrs ruihed in, 
and put fcveral of the garrifon to the fword. The 
place was plundered, and the temples pillaged; 
which made the people of the country hold the pro- 
faners of their religion in the utmolt execration 
_'and abhorrence. 

The army returned to Madura, where a garri¬ 
fon was"left of Europeans and lcpoys for (ecurity of 
the city ; and the reft of the army proceeded to 
Tineveily, where they arrived on the 16th of March. 
This town is about iixty miles fouth of Madura, • 
and was without defences, fo that it was entered 
without oppofition. The renters of the open coun¬ 
try acknowledged the Nabob •, but fome of the 
Polygars made pretences to evade the payment of 
the tribute due from them, whereupon hollilities 
were commenced againft them. 

A detachment of loo Europeans, and 300 fe- 
poys, with two field-pieces, were lent to attack the 
fort of Nellccotah, forty miles fouth of Tineveily. 
They performed the march in eighteen hours, and 
the next morning (lormed the place, which was 
fortified by a mud-wall with 1 ' 


aflimlt w; 
gained the parapet 
garrifon called out 
The exafperated fo 
the fword, even wt 

Wfind an exculc ft 
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divifion of artillery, with the tumbrils containing 
military ftores: then followed the battalion led by 
captain Polier; after whom proceeded the rear di¬ 
vifion of artillery and tumbrils ; which were fol¬ 
lowed by a ferjeant and twelve men ; and thefe by 
fome companies of fepoys: then came the baggage 
of the whole army, carried by bullocks and coolies, 
with feveral elephants and camels belonging to 
Maphuze Cawn, and accompanied by fome fepoys 
to protefl: them. The rear of the whole line was 
doled by a guard of twenty Eupropeans, forty Caf- 
fres, and 200 fepoys, with a fix-pounder, under 
the command of captain Smith. Colonel Heron- 
with a few horfe rode before the line. The whole ' 
army entered the defile, and proceeded, won¬ 
dering they faw nothing of an ehemy of whom 
they had heard fo much : but the line of march was 
flopped by one of the heavieft tumbrils belonging to 
the rear divifion flicking in a (lough, out of which 
the oxen were not able to draw it, ' The officers of 
artillery fuffered the troops marching before to go 
on ; and the officer who commanded in the rear of 
the battalion did not fufpeft what had happened, 
and continued his march ; while mod of the fepoys, 
who marched behind the rear divifion of artillery, 
were alfo fuffered to pafs the carriage in the (lough,, 
which choaked up the road, and prevented the 
other tumbrils which followed, as well as the three 


field-pieces that formed the rear divifion of artillery, 
from moving on, and thefe flopped the whole line 
of the baggage. Thus the front divifion and main 
body of the army were feparated from the rear, 
..... -ir. 0 f thofe fepoys who were 
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of which he had collefled the revenues from, that 
time. It is difficult to find an example of a prince 
condudting himfelf with more imprudence than 
the Maifiorean in the courfe of this war. The 
pofleffion of Trichinopoli was the objeft of all 
his ambition, which would have proved his great- 
eft misfortune, as it would certainly have invol¬ 
ved him in a war with the Mogul government, 
and might have ended in fubjefting the country of 
Maiffore, like the Carnatic, to be a province of the 
empire. At length, after having wafted three years, 
abfent from his own country at the head of an army 
of 20,000 men, he was obliged to return without 
receiving any compenfation for the expences he had 
incurred. „ 

The Nabob Mahomed Allee. Cawn left a garri- 
fon of 500 men at Trichinopoli, under the com¬ 
mand of captain Kilpatrick; and, on the 9th of 
July, was triumphantly condudted to his capital, by 
an efcort of 300Europeans, and 1000 fepoys, com¬ 
manded by captain Polier, They proceeded through 
the country of Tanjore, and were met by Conack- 
jee, with a numerous train, atKondoor. This in¬ 
terview, like many others between perfons of fucli 
.rank in Indoftan, palled in the ftrongeft protefta- 
tions of inviolable friendfhip, and the greateft dif- 
fimulation of the human heart. 

From Kondoor, the Nabob proceeded to Fort 
St. David, where he encamped, and was vifited 
by Mr. Stark, the deputy governor, and his coun¬ 
cil ; by colonel Aldercron, with a captain’s guard ; 
and by the admirals Watfon and Pocock, ac¬ 
companied by their feveral captains and lieute¬ 
nants, who were carried in their palankeens, which 
were preceded by their midfhipinen, who walked 
in their uniforms. The Nabob received them 
very magnificently in his tent, and held a long 
converfation with the admirals, by the afiift- 
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ance of an interpreter. Admiral Watfon exprefied 
his concern for the calamities of war which had been 
felt in that country ; and affined the Nabob, that 
the king of Great Britain had fent him to proteft 
his dominions s as alfo that he would execute hia 
commiffion with great fidelity. A few days after, 
the Nabob returned this vifit to the Britiflr com¬ 
manders at the fort, where he was received with the 
higheft military honors. His train confided of fix 
elephants, 12 camels, 400 horfe, and 6000 fepoys, 
with 10,000 Cooleys and fpedtators. The admi¬ 
rals accompanied him on board the Kent, in which 
the commanding flag was hoifted ; and the Nabob 
was feized with aftonilhment when he entered on 
board: but he was particularly flruck wflh the 
lower gun battery, confiding of 2gguns, carrying 
balls of 32 pounds. The admiral obliged him with 
the view of a man of war under fail; and, on his 
leaving the Kent, the whole fquadron faluted to¬ 
gether, the yards were manned, and the feamen 
gave three Englilh cheers. This general acclama¬ 
tion fired the Nabob with joy ■, and he ordered his 
interpreter to tell the admiral, it was amazingly 
warlike. 

The Nabob, on the 19th of Auguft, arrived 
within a mile of Arcot, and encamped on the 
plain, where his dervifes advifed him to wait for a 
lucky day to make his entry into the city, which 
fell out on the 2 id. In the mean time, colonel 
Lawrence,. Mr. Wallh, and Mr. Pallc, who were 
deputed to invite him to Madrafs, arrived at his 
camp, and contributed to raife the fplendor and re- 

C tion of his public entrance into his capital, 
1 which he had been abfent ever fince the death 
of Nazirzing.* On the 30th, he came to Madrafs, 
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where he held feveral conferences with the prefi- 
dency, and confented $o make over to the company 
fome farther affignments on the revenues of the 
country, to reimburfe their expences in profecuting 
the war : after which, he was attended with a ftrong 
detachment to colledt the revenues, one half where- 
, of was to be paid the company ; and a member of 
the council was appointed to accompany the Na¬ 
bob, to fee that this agreement was punftually 
fulfilled. 

Admirai Watfon departed with the fleet from 
Madrafs, on the 10th of Oftober, to avoid the 
■'northern monfoon, and arrived on the 10th of No- 
' vember at Bombay, where he found feveral of the 
company’s (hips from Europe, with a conliderable 
number of trodps, fent with an intention to be em¬ 
ployed in an expedition projefled in England. 

Every thing continued quiet on the coaft of 
Coromandel: but, in 1756, admiral Watfon di- 
ftinguiflied himfelf againlt Tuiagree Angria, on the 
coaft of Malabar; as alfo in the kingdom of Ben¬ 
gal, aga inft the viceroy Surajah Dowla, who was 
excited by the French to commit an unexampled 
adl of barbarity againft the Englifli at Calcutta, for 
which he was afterwards depofed by colonel Clive. 


C I I A P. 



A VOYAGE TO 


C H A P. II. 

The Englilh company projeS an expedition from Bom¬ 
bay, with the ajjijlance of the Morattoes, to 
oblige Salabatzing to iijtnifs the French troops 
in his fervice. The command of that expedition is 
given to lieutenant colonel Scott, who dies at Ma¬ 
de. ass in May 1755-, and colonel Clive fucceeds 
to the command at Bombay : but the intended ex¬ 
pedition is fet aftde by the loft of the(!sip Dodding- 
don, in which the company had fent their plan j 
and another expedition is agreed to be carried on a- ' 
£«mi/JTulagree Angria.-— Afuccinlt and au¬ 
thentic narrative of the loft of the Doddington /«- 
diaman, on the 17th of July 1755,' upon the barren 
ijland or rock of Chios, near the fouth-eajl coajl of 

W HILE the Englilh company were uncer¬ 
tain of the event of the negociation in In¬ 
dia, they received advices of the acquifitions which 
M. BuiTy had obtained from Salabatzing. This 
made them conclude, that negociations alone would 
not induce the French to quit fuch great advan¬ 
tages ; and they determined to ftrike at their power 
in the northern parts of the Deckan by more effec¬ 
tual means. 

Aurengabad, the capital of this divifion of the 
Mogul empire, lies no more than '150 miles weft 
of Bombay, and the country of the Morattoes 
much nearer. The prefidency of Bombay had 
maintained a friendly intercourfe for fome time with 
the Saha Rajah; and from the frequent difputes in 
which his general Balazerow was engaged with Sa¬ 
labatzing, it was thought he might be inftrumental 
in removing the French troops from the fervice of 
that Soubahdar: therefore, it was determined to 
encourage 
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encourage the Morattoes to attack him, and affift 
them with a ftrong body of Europeans, fo as to 
compel the viceroy to difmifs the French. 

An enterprize of this importance required a com¬ 
mander of much experience in the military and 
political fyftems of the country, and captain Clive 
offered the diredtors to conduft it. The company 
had rewarded his fervices by appointing him gover¬ 
nor of Fort St. David, and by obtaining for him a 
lieutenant-colonel’s commiffion in the king’s troops ; 
fo that he was then preparing to return to India: 
But the court of diredlors *, in compliance with 
very powerful recommendations, appointed lieute¬ 
nant-colonel Scott to command the expedition. 
This afficer went to India in 1754, in the ftation 
of engineer-geheral of all their fettlements; but 
died at Madrafs, on the 12th of May. 1755, of a 
violent fever. The company defired colonel Clive 
to proceed to Bombay before he went to the coafl: 
of Coromandel, that he might be ready to fupply 
any. accident. The troops fent from England on 
this fervice were three companies of the king’s ar¬ 
tillery, each of 100 men; and 300 recruits; who 
arrived at Bombay on the 27th of November, 



* John Dorri'en! Efqs 
Peter Godfrey, Efq; 
Charles Gough, Efq; 
Robert Jooes, Efq; 
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when colonel Clive, finding that colonel Scott was 
dead, propofed to the prefidency to undertake the 
plan recommended to them : but they imagined it 
could not be carried into execution without infring¬ 
ing the convention made by Mr. Saunders and Mr. 
Godeheu. This was aifling with too much caution j 
for every thing relating to Salabatzing and the 
French troops in his fervice, leemed to have been 
ftudioufly avoided. The court of directors had 
' explained their whole plan to the prefidency of 
Madrafs; but the fliip which had the letters on 
board was unfortunately wrecked on a rock about 
Soo miles eaft of the Cape of Good Hope, within. ■ 
light of the land. The prefidency of Bom¬ 
bay fent advices to Madrafs of the arrival of colo¬ 
nel Clive : but they had now takerf the refolution 
of employing all their force, in conjundtion with 
the fleet, againft Tulagree Angria, who had long 
been a formidable enemy to the Englilh commerce 
on the eoaft of Malabar. 

Here I lhall beg leave to inlert the following 
fuccinft and authentic narrative of the lofs of the 
Doddington Indiaman ; as it was on board this fliip 
that the company fent their plan for attacking Sa¬ 
labatzing j. and more efpecially as it will be a per¬ 
manent memorial, to all future navigators, of that 
fatal fpot, where this ihip and mod of her crew 
were unfortunately loft. I have been favored with 
this account, by a gentleman who has diligently 
compared the different relations made of this mat¬ 
ter, and I hope it will be received as a curious and 
ufeful piece j part of which is .extradited from the 
journal of Mr. Jones the chief mate, and the other 
part from the journal of another of the furviving 


The 
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The lofs of the Doddington. 

The Doddington, captain Samfon, failed from 
the Downs, 011 the 23d of April 1755, in company 
with the Pelham, Houghton, Streatham, and Edg- 
court, all in the fcrvice of the Eaft-India company, 
and got clear of the channel in feven days. The 
Doddington made Bonavifta, one of the Cape de 
Verd iilands, lat. 16 north, on the 20th of May, 
and on the 21 ft got into Porto Prior bay, On the 
27th, having taken in their water, they proceeded 
on the voyage together, and continued in company 
/fleering fouth by eaft j eaft, till the 28th, when 
captain Samfon, finding he failed better than the 
other ihips, p|rted from them in the night by 
fleering a different courfe, and had a pleafant paf- 
fage in feven weeks to the Cape of Good Hope. 
Having doubled theCape, a new departure was taken 
from Capsule Agulhas * on the 8th of July; and 
having fleers! eaftward about 24 hours, between the 
latitude of 35 deg. 30 min. and 36 deg. the captain 
ordered the (hip to be kept E. N. E. It was dirty 
fqually weather ; the wind from S. S. W. to S. S. E. 
with a large lea. They ran on that courfe from 
five to feven knots an hour, with courfes and tre¬ 
ble-reefed main-top-fail, and double-reefed fore¬ 
top-fail, until the 16rh of July. At midnight had 
70 miles on the board; but about a quarter before 
one in the morning, the flfip ftruek, and in lefs 
than twenty minutes was entirely wrecked. 

It was a dark and ftonny night, and the only 
warning they had of danger, was calling out, 
“ Breakers a-head, and to leeward." The helm 
was immediately put a-lee : but before She came 
■quite head to wind, Ihe ftruek lightly, and then 


* Le Gullas, or Angnillas. 

ftronger; 
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ftronger; at which time the fea broke diredtly into 
her forward, ftove the boats, and waihed feveral 
perlbns overboard. Although they ufed their belt 
endeavours to get her about, it was to no purpofe, 
the lea breaking all over her, and fhe ftruck fo hard, 
that the main-maft went away by the board, and 
the reft of the mafts foon followed. In this dread¬ 
ful lituation, expefting every moment to be fwal- 
lowed up, fome-body cried out land! But it was 
only the range of the fea, on the other fide of the 
breakers. The (hip continued lifting and ftriking 
with every fea, till unfortunately ihe at laft lay down 
on her fear-board fide, and foon parted; every fea’, 
driving fome of her away. As the Iar-board fide 
and quarter was then the only plac,e above" water, 
all thofe who were able got there ; while the lhip 
Hit! kept driving towards the breakers, and the fea 
was covered with her wreck. 

As captain Samfon fate with the chief-mate on 
the quarter, he'faid he had pricked off that day at 
noon, and judged himfelf ninety leagues from the 
land; fo that he imagined this to be fome unknown 
rock, where poffibly the Dolphin was loft. They 
expcfted every minute to be waihed by the fea, and 
the captain bade them all farewel; hoping they 
fhould meet again in the next world. Soon after 
they were all waihed off, and in a Ihort time ten of 
them met on fome ragged rocks, where they crept 
clofe together to keep themfelves warm. The feve- 
rity of the weather, and their melancholy fituation, 
made them wilh impatiently for day : but when the 
light came, it gave them little comfort; for they 
found themfelves upon a barren uninhabited ifiand 
or rock, about two leagues from the continent, and 
150 eaft from the Cape of Good Hope. It is laid- 
down in the India Pilot in lat. 33 deg. 30 min. 
and called Chios: but by a good obfervation with 
Hadley’s quadrant, it lies in 34 deg, S. lat. and 
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Davis’s quadrant in 33 : 44. They were joined by 
fome more perfons who were caft on (bore,, many 
of them miferably bruifed againft the rocks. Here 
were now met Mr. Evan Jones, chief-mateMr. 
John Collet, fecond; Mr. William Webb, third 5 
and Mr. Samuel Powel, fifth mate-, Richard Top¬ 
ping, carpenter; John Yeats, midfhipman ; two 
quarter-matters; eight feamen -, three captain’s fcr- 
vants; one fervant belonging to the furgeon ; and 
three matrofles. Thefe perfons being twenty-three- 
in number, were all that furvived of 270 fouls chac 
were on board when the fliip ftruck. They rernain- 
- ed feven months on this miferable place, fubfiliing 
' on' filh, and eggs of fea-fowis, with what provifions 
they found alhore from the wreck. 

Thbir firft Sare was to fearch among the things 
which had been thrown upon the rocks from the 
fhip, for fomething to cover them, in which they 
fucceeded beyond their hopes, The next thing 
they felt the want of was fire, and this was not fo 
cafily fupplied; however, they foon found a box 
with two gun-flints and a broken file, fome gun¬ 
powder, a box of wax-candles, a cafe of brandy, 
and a cafk of frefh water; all which were joyful 
acquifitions, Seven hogs came on fhore alive; and 
a fcanty tent was made of fome canvafs that floated 
to the rock; The ifland was much frequented by a 
kind of water-fowl, fomething larger than a duck, 
called a gannet; and the higheft part of it was 
covered with their dung; fo that where they fixed 
their tent, they funk a foot in the dung. 

In the morning of the 18 th, thofe that were able 
went again about the rock, to fee what could be 
faved from the wreck ; when they got one cafk of 
beer, and another of flour. They afterwards 
picked up many things from the wreck, and made 
an attempt to get provifions from the main; but 
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the natives drove them away, and one man 
life there. 

They found on the iiland the remains of two 
wrecks s one feemed to be a Dutch fhip, the other 
' an Engliih; the latter leaft decayed, and by the 
iron-work feemed to have been much lefs than the 
Doddington. It plainly appeared by pieces of glafs, 
and other things, that fome unfortunate people had 
lived here; and they could fee .the remains of a ! 
habitation, by the ftones being laid regularly one on 
another. 

The fitting down, thus defolate and forlorn, to 
their meals, which they ufed to lhare in the convi- ' 
vial chearfulnefs, that naturally arofe from the con- ' 
fcioufnefs of plenty, ftruck them with a pungent 
fenfe of their unhappy fituation. In fuch tumult - 
of mind, our thoughts hurry from one objeft to 
another, to fix, if pofiible, upon fomething that 
may afford comfort. One of the company recol- 
ledted, that as the carpenter was among them, they 
might build a (loop. Inftantly their whole atten¬ 
tion was turned upon the carpenter, who declared, 
that he had no doubt but he fhould be able to build 
a (loop that would carry them all to fome port of 
fafety, if tools and materials could be found. 
Happily they were, with a fuflicient quantity of 
provifions, that came continually floating in s and 
at laft they found moft of the packets of letters be¬ 
longing to the king and company, which they care¬ 
fully preferved. 

On Sunday, the 20th of July, as they were 
fearching about the beach, they found the body of 
a young gentlewoman, which they knew to be that 
of Mrs. Collet, the wife of their fecond-mate, who 
was then at a little diftance from the fpot. He loft 
his wife in the (hip; for as foon as it ftruck, he 
went down, and brought her upon deck in his 
arms; but the Ihip falling down at that time on 


her 
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her broad-tide, and the decks falling in, he was fe- 
parated from her, and never faw her afterwards 
alive. The mutual affeflion of this couple was re¬ 
markably tender; and Mr. Jones, on feeing the 
body, immediately Hepped afide to Mr. Collet, and 
found means to take him to the other fide of the 
rock; while the other two mates, the carpenter, 
and fome others, dug a grave, in which they depa- 
fited the remains of this unfortunate lady, and read 
the funeral fervice over it, from a French prayer- 
book, which had driven afliore with her from the 
wreck. Having thus paid the debt of humanity to 
■ the dead, and concealed from Mr. Collet a fight 
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and that with thefe bellows and a forge, which he 
hoped to build, he could furnilh the carpenter with 
all the tools he would want, nails included, as plenty 
of iron might be obtained by burning the timber 
which had come on Ihore from the wreck. This 
account was received with a tranfport of joy; the 
fmith immediately applied himfelf to mend the bel¬ 
lows; a tent was erefted; and a forge built. 

On the 24th, the carpenter began to work up¬ 
on the keel of the boat, which they had determined 
Ihould be a (loop, 30 feet long, and 12 wide. The 
fmith fortunately found the ring and nut of a 
bower-anchor, which ferved him for an anvil, fup- ' 
plied chiffels, axes, hammers, nails, as they wanted, 
and the carpenter ufed them with great difpatch, 
till the 31ft, when he fell Tick : but he recovered, 
and returned to his work on the 2d of Auguft. 

In the mean time, the (lores which they had 
faved from the wreck were fo near exhaulled, that 
they came to an allowance of two ounces of bread a 
man per day, and had no falt-pork, except what 
they were determined to keep to victual the boat; 
and water alfo fell Ihort. In this diftrefs they had 
recourfe to feveral expedients : they dug a well, in 
hopes to find a- fpring; but were difappointed. 
They took fome of the gannets that fettled on the 
top of the rock; but found the flelh very rank, of 
a filhy tafte, and remarkably black. They alfo 
made a raft or float, like a Catamaran, on which 
they went out a filhing: they killed fome feals, but 
all thofe who eat of them were fick: and when they 
were driven to great diftrefs, they killed a hog.. 
They made feveral attempts to cure both their fiih 
and fowl, by fmoaking it; but without fucccefs.- 
They then attempted to make fait, which had like 
to have been fatal to them all. The fmith had 
mended a copper-vefiel for the experiment, and 
they began to work, without knowing that their pro- 
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brandy, of which only a fmall quantity remained : 
they were likewife fo Ihort of water, that of this 
- they were allowed but half a pint a day. 

They were very healthy while they were on the 
ifland, notwithftanding the great hardlliips and fa¬ 
tigue they fuffered by hunger and labor. On the 
16th of February 1756, they launched their boat, 
and called her ‘The happy Deliverance. On the 17th, 
they got their little pittance on board; and, on the 
18th, they fet fail from the rock ; on which they 
had lived juft feven months, and to which, at part¬ 
ing, they gave the name of Bird Island. 

They failed forDeiagoa; but were fo long on, 
their pafiage, by currents fetting to the fouthward, - 
that it was two months before they arrived there. 

A cheft of treafure had been drove alhore.from the 
wreck, which the officers wanted to preferve for 
the proprietors, and the people to divide : this 
occaGoned great difputes, and was at laft divided in 
fpite of the officers. 

It may be thought Grange, that people in this 
fituation, who had for fome time accuftomed them- 
felves to the duties of religion, fliould at the fame 
time be guilty of theft. But the men confidered, 
that when the (hip was loft, they loft their pay; 
that every diftin&ion and fubordination on {hip- 
board was at an end ; and that whatever was call: 
on ftiore from the wreck, was to be common 
property. 

•On their arrival at Delagoa, they found there 
the Rofe-Galley, captain Chandler, belonging to 
Bombay, who gave them a paflage to Madagafcar, 
where they found the Carnarvon, captain Hutchin- 
fon, bound to Madrafs, who took them all on 
board. They fold the (loop to captain Chandler 
for 500 rupees; but {he was feized for the pro¬ 
prietors at Bombay, where Mr. Powe! came in her; 
but all the reft went to Madrafs, except Mr, Collet 
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and three others, who died of fevers on board the 
Rofe-Galley. Mr. Jones took ali the money and 
efifedls from the people, when he got on board that 
vefiel, and fecured them for the proprietors. 


CHAP. III. 

the expedition againfi Angria : his territories', ori¬ 
gin , and power : his captures from the Europeans; 
and their expeditions againfi him , till bis final re- 
, duStion at Geriah^y Admiral Watson and Co- 
- lonel Clive in 1756. 

T HE dominions of Angria confided of feveral 
ifiands near Bombay, and an extent of land 
along the neighbouring continent, of about 180 
miles in length, and from 30 to 60 in breadth; with 
feveral forts that were taken from the Europeans by 
his anceftors, who were very bold and troublefome 
enemies to all that traded along the coaft, which 
is interfered by many rivers, that difembogue into 
the fea, from Cape Comorin to Surat. 

It appears that from the earlieft antiquity, the 
inhabitants had a ftrong propenfity to piracy; and 
at this day all the different principalities on the coaft 
employ veffels to cruize upon thofe of all other na¬ 
tions which they can overpower. The Mogul em¬ 
pire, when it firft extended its dominion to the fea 
in the northern parts of this coaft, appointed an ad¬ 
miral called the Siddee, with a fleet to prated! the 
veffels of their Mahometan fubjedte trading to the . 
gulphs of Arabia and Perfia, from the Malabar 
pirates, as well as from the Portugueze. The Mo- 
rattoes were at that time in poffeffion of feveral forts 
between Goa and Bombay; and finding tbemfelves 
interrupted in their piracies by th* Mogul’s admiral, 
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.There was not a creek, bay, harbor, or mouth of 
■ a river, along thecoaft of his dominions, in which 
he had-not eredled fortifications and marine recepta¬ 
cles, to ferve bsth as a ftation of difcovery, and as 
a place of refuge to his veffels: hence it was as diffi¬ 
cult to avoid the encounter of them, as to take them. 

His fleet confilfed of grabs and gallivats, a kind 
of veffels peculiar to that coart. The grabs have 
generally two marts; though fome have three. 
Thofe of three marts are about 300 tons burthen-, 
but the others are not more than 150. They are 
built to draw little water, being very broad in pro¬ 
portion to their length ; but narrowing from the 
middle to the end, where inrtead of bows they 
have a prow, projecting like that of a Mediterra¬ 
nean galley, and covered with a ftrong deck level 
with the main deck of the veffel, from which it is 
feparated by a bulk-head that terminates the fore- 
caftle. As this conftruftion fubiefts the grab to 
pitch violently when failing againft a head-fta, the 
deck of the prow is not inclofed with fides as the 
reft of the veffel, but remains bare, that the water 
which paffes on it may part off without interruption. 
On tlie main-deck, under the forecaftle, are mounted 
two pieces of cannon of nine or twelve pounders, 
which 1 point.forwards through port-holes cut in the' 
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feven armed (hips, and two bomb-veflels, with a 
numerous body of land forces. But in 1736, An- 
gria’s people took the Derby Indiaman, richly la¬ 
den from England, with 150 men; 33 alfo the 
Reiteration armed (hip, of twenty guns, and 200 
men, fitted out purpofeiy to cruize againft them ; 
and feverai other veffels of lefs note, from the 
Englilh company. From the French they took 
the Jupiter of forty guns, with 400 (laves on board; 
and alfo made feverai captures from the Dutch. 
T’hey had even the prefumption to attack commo¬ 
dore Lifle in the Vigilant of 64 guns, the Ruby of 
50, and feverai other (hips in company. 
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In 1751, the governor of Bombay propofed the 
reduflion of Geriah to commodore Lille ; and the 
Nanria of the Morattoes engaged to attack it by 
land: but this was prevented by a rupture between 
the Morattoes and the Moors at Aurangabad. 
However, a treaty was concluded between. the 
Nanna and the governor of Bombay, for thds re¬ 
duction of Angria, whenever there was a proper 
opportunity. The necefiity of this treaty was foon 
perceived; for, in February 1754, Angria’s fleet 
attacked three Dutch fhips of 50, 36, and 18 guns; 
burnt the two large ones, and took the other. 
Angria grew infoient on this fuccefs: he built fe- •» 
veral veffels, let two large fhips on the ftocks, and 
boated he Ihould foon be mater of the Indian feas. 

The Morattoes delired the afliftarrce of governor 
Bourchier to humble this common enemy of the 
Malabar coaft; and he font commodore William 
'James, who commanded the company’s marine 
force in India, upon that expedition. He failed 
from Bombay, on the 22d of March 1755, in the 
Prote&or of 44 guns, and the Swallow of 16; 
with the Viper and Triumph bomb veffels: but 
fuch was the exaggerated opinion of Angria’s (bong 
holds, .hat the prefidency inflnnted him not to ex- 
pofe the company’s veffels to any rilque by attack¬ 
ing them ; and only to blockade the harbors, while 
the Morattoe army carried on their operations by , 
land. The next day, his fquadron fell in with fe- 
ven fail of Angria’s grabs, and eleven gallivats., off 
Rajapore, and chaced them to the fouthward. On 
the fecond day, ftiil continuing the chace, the com¬ 
modore was joined off Choule by feven Morattoe 
grabs and fixty gallivats, will; 10,000 troops on. 
board. The united fleet proceeded to Comara bay, 
where they anchored, that the Morattoes might get 
their meal on Ihore, as they are prohibited by their 
religion from eating or walhing at fea. Departing 
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from hence, they anchored again about fifteen 
miles north of Severndroog, when Ramajee Punt, 
the Morattoe genera!, difembarked his troops to 
proceed the reft of the way by land. Commodore 
James recaived intelligence, that Angria’s fleet lay 
at anchor in the harbor of Severndroog, about 
twenty-five miles eaft of Bombay s and he repre- 
fented to the Morattoe admiral, that by proceeding 
immediately thither they might come upon them in 
the night, and fo effedhialiy blockade them in the 
harbor, that few or none would be able to efcape. 
The Morattoe feemed highly to approve the pro- 
1»pofal; but had not authority enough over his ofli- 
' cers to make any of them ftir before the morning, 
when xhe enemy difcovered them under fail, and 
immediately flipped their cables and put to fea. 
The commodore then flung out the fignal for a 
general chafe ; but that was difregarded by the 
Molattoes, who all kept behind, and fuffered the 
Protestor to proceed alone almoft out of their fight. 
While the Morattoes were fo timid and dilatory, 
the enemy exerted themfelves with uncommon in- 
duftry, their gallivats towing the grabs: they flung 
overboard all their lumber to lighten their vefiels; 
not only crouding all the fails they could bend, but 
alfo hanging up their garments, quilts, and even 
their turbands, extended on the flag-ftaves, to 
catch every breath of air. However, the Protedlor 
came within gun-lhot of the fternmoft; but even¬ 
ing approached, fo that commodore James gave 
over the chafe, and returned to Severndroog, which 
he had paffed feveral miles. 

Sevesndrooo was a fortrefs upon an ifiand, 
within muiket-lhot of the continent, having no 
more than two fathom and a half in the firth. It 
was ftrongly, but not' regularly fortified; the 
greateft part of the works being cut out of the folid 
rock, and the reft built with ftones ten or twelve 
feet 
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feet fquare ; having fifty-four guns mounted on the 
baftions. On the main land there were three forts, 
the Jargeft of which was called Fort Goa, built in 
the fame manner, with large fquare ftones, and 
mounted forty guns. The other two were built 
with ftones of an irregular lhape, and each of them 
mounted twenty guns. 

Commodore James found Ramajee Punt with the 
army befieging the three forts on the main land ac¬ 
cording to their way : but they fired only from one 
gun, a four-pounder, at the diftance of two miles, 
where the troops did not think themfelves fafe 
without digging pits, in which they (heltered them-^ 
felves covered up to the chin from the enemy’s . 
fire. The commodore judged from thefe jopera- 
tions, that they would never take .the forts; he 
therefore determined to exceed the inftruftions 
which he had received from the prefidency, rather 
than expofe the Britifh arms to the difgrace they 
would fuffer, if an expedition Ihould mil'carry, in 
which they were believed by Angria to have taken 
fo great a (hare. 

The commodore began to cannonade and bom¬ 
bard the Ifland Fort on the ad of April, but not 
being able to penetrate the walls, which were fifty 
feet high, and eighteen thick, moftly cut out of 
the rock on the fide where he made his firft attack; 
he moved his Ration fo as to reach Fort Goa with 
his lower decks, while he plied Severndroog with 
his upper tier. By this prudent difpofition, and, a 
vigorous fire within a hundred yards, the north eaft 
baftion of Severndroog and part of the parapet were 
laid in ruins, about noon, when a Ibell from one 
of the bomb-vefiels fet fire to a thatched houfe, 
gnd the Englifh, with an incefiant fire from the 
round-tops, prevented the garrifon from extinguilh- 
ing it. The blaze fpreadi.ng fiercely at that dry 
feafon of the year, all the buildings of the fort were 
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foon in flames, and among them a magazine of 
powder blew up. On this difafter, the inhabitants, 
men, women, and children, with the greateft part 
of the garrifon, in all about 1000 perfons, ran out 
of the fort, embarked in eight large boats, and at¬ 
tempted to make their efcape to Fort Goa: but 
they were prevented’ by the Englilh ketches, who 
took them all. This enabled the commodore to 
turn all his fire upon Fort Goa, which was fo 
feverely cannonaded, that the enemy foon hung out 
a flag as a figrial to furrender: but the governor, 
without waiting the event of a capitulation in his 
r neeefiitous circumftances, got into a boat with fome 
of his moft trufty men, and eroded over to the 
ifland^ where he feemed refolved to maintain his 
ground, until be Ihould receive fuccors from Dabul, 
which was in fight of it; trufting in the natural 
ftrength of the place, notwithftanding the ruin it 
had fuftained by the bombardment in its walls and 
magazines. Upon this the Protestor renewed her 
fire upon Severndtoog, and the commodore, under 
cover of the fire from the (hips, landed half his 
feamen, who with great intrepidity ran up to the 
gate, and with axes opened to themfelves an en¬ 
trance through the fally-port, without much lofs; 
on which the garrifon furrendered. About the 
fame time, the other two.forts on the main land 
had hung out Sags of truce, and the Morattoes 
took poficfiion of them. This was all the work of 
one .day, in which the fpirited refolution of com¬ 
modore James deftroyed the timorous prejudices, 
which had for twenty years been entertained of the 
impradlicability of reducing any of Angria’s fortified 

This conqueft was followed by the furrender of 
Bancoote, a fortified ifiand which commands a har¬ 
bor about fix miles north of Severndroog, by whole 
face it was terrified, and furrendered on the firft 
fummons 
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natives, they believed it to be as ftrong as Gibral¬ 
tar, and like that lituated on a mountain inacceffible 
from the fea. For this reafon it was refojved.to 
fend vefiels to reconnoitre it, while the king’s (hips 
were cleaned and repaired. 

Commopore James in the Protedor, with the 
Revenge and Bombay frigates, was fent to recon¬ 
noitre Geriah, accompanied by Sir James Hewet, the 
admiral’s firlt lieutenant. They found Angria’s fleet 
at anchor in the harbour; notwithftanding which, 
they, approached within , cannon-foot of'the fbit, 
which They attentively confidered, and. returned 
„ to Bombay.on the 3 tft <jf December. They def- 
• cribed the place luch as it really was; very ttrong 
indeed,, but far from being inacceffible or impreg¬ 
nable : .upon which reprefentation, it was refolved 
to prdfecute the expedition with vigor and fpirit. ■ 

. The admiral held the, proper confutations with 
the prefidency in the beginning of the year 1756; 
and Tent the Bridgewater and King-ft (her floop, 
with fome of the company's. armed (hips, to craize 
off that port: they were joined, on the 27th of Ja¬ 
nuary, by commodore James in the Prote&or, with 
the Guardian frigate •, and remained on this ftation 
till the admiral arrived there. All ..things being 
ready on the 6th of February, the admiral affem- 1 
bled a council of the principal, fea and land officers 
belonging to his majefty and the company, when 
the (hares of. prize-money to every clafs were fet¬ 
tled, to prevent all difputes in cafe of. fuccefs. The 
Morattoe army, under the command of Ramajee 
Punt, marched from Choule, from whence their 
fleet failed at the fame time ; and, on the 1 ith, 
admiral Watfon arrived with his fquadron. 

The whole fleet confilled of four (hips of the line, 
of 70,64, 60, and 50 guns; a frigate, and,a (loop, 
all belonging to the king: with four frigates, and 
four bombs belonging to thecompany On board thefe 
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/hips were the king’s train, and the company’s mi- 
litarys being about 800 Europeans, and iooofe- 
poys, command by the heroic colonel Clive. The 
Morattoe fleet confifted of four grabs and. forty 
gallivats, commanded by Naripunt s and the Mo- 
rattoeshad alfo an army of 3ooohorfe, and 10,000 
foot, under Ramajee Punt. 

Tot famous fortrefs of Geriah was fituated on a 
promontory of rocky land, about a mile long, and 
a quarter broad, near a mile from the entrance of a 
large harbor, which forms the mouth of a river de- 
fcending from the Balagat mountains. The pro¬ 
montory proje&s to the fouth-weft, on the right, 
of the harbor ; and on the fldes is contiguous to the • 
water, inclofed by a continued rock about fifty feet 
high, on which the fortifications were built. Thefe 
were a double wall with round towers; the inward 
wall rifing feveral feet above the outward. The neck 
of land, by which the promontory joins to the conti¬ 
nent, was a narrow fand; beyond which, where the 
ground expands, was a large open town, or pettah, 
for. the habitation of fuch perfons whofe attendance 
was notconftantly required in the fort, The river, di- 
refting its courfe to the fouth-weft, wafhed the 
north-fides of the town,, the neck of land, and the 
promontory, On the rieck of land were the docks 
in which the grabs were built and repaired, from 
whence they were launched into the river's and ten 
of them, among which was that taken from the 
company, were now lying in the river, all tied to¬ 
gether, almoft oppofite the docks. 

Such a formidable fleet, fo far beyond the ap- 
prehenfions of Angria, ftruck him with terror. He 
abandoned his fort, left the town to be defended 
by his brother, and threw himfelf entirely upon 
the mercy of the Morattoes, with whom he faw 
it was neceflary to purchafe a peace at any rate. 

There 



THE EAST-INDIES. 223 


• There were about 2000 people in the fort, 300 of 

• whom bore arms. One fliip, eight grabs, and ma¬ 
ny gallivats were in the harbor. There were up¬ 
wards of 200 guns in the place, fix brafs mortars, 
and a large quantity of ammunition of all kinds. 

The Morattoes had croffed the river at fome 
diftance from the fea, and encamped to the eaft- 
ward of the Pettah. Here Angria endeavoured to 
prevail on Ramajee Punt to accept of a ranfom for 
his fort, and offered a large fum of money, if he 
would divert the ftorm that was going to break on 
him : but the Morattoes confidered him as aprifon- 
„ ef, and infilled he fhould fend an order to put him 

• in poilefiion of the fort. 

Admiral Watfon was informed of thefe clan- 
deftine proceedings-, and, on the 12thin the morn¬ 
ing, fent a fummons to have the fort and town fur- 
rendered to him: but receiving no anfwer in the 
time he propofed; and finding the Morattoes, from 
whom- he had received no afliftadfce, were trifling 
with him, he weighed in the afternoon, and flood 
into the harbor in two divifions, parallel to each 
other, the largeft covering the bomb-ketches and 
fmaller vefiels from the fire of the fort, in the fol¬ 
lowing order. 

His majefty’s divifion. Company’s Divifion. 1 


■idgewater, 24 guns. Bombay grab. C frigates, 


Tyger,. ..... 
Kent, - - 70 
Cumberland,60 
Salilbury, 50 
Proteflor, ? 
Com. Ihip.J 40 


Guardian. 

Drake. 

Warren. 

Triumph. 

Viper. 


mph. ' I b< 


As loon as they had palled the point of the pro¬ 
montory they flood into the river, and anchoring 
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along the north fide, of the fortifications at the difi 
tance of fifty yards, began to batter them with 150 
pieces of cannon ; while the bomb-ketches plied 
(heir mortars, and ftruck the enemy with terror and 
altenilhment. At four o’clock, a fhell was thrown 
into, the Reftoration, an armed fliip, which Angria 
had taken from the company j that fhell fet her on 
fire s and as the whole fleet were fattened together 
with her, they (hared the fame fate •, fo that in lefs 
than an hour this fleet, which had been the terror 
of the Malabar coaft for fifty years, was utterly de- 

Admiral Watfon fufpefted the enemy would, 
endeavour to let in. the Morattoes; which fuppofi- . 
tion was verified by a deferter, who gave informa¬ 
tion, that Angria had fent orders todfis brother, not 
to fuffer theEnglLIh to enter , upon any account. 
At half pall: feven, the admiral landed all the troops 
under the command of colonel Clive, who landed 
in lefs than an hour to the eaftward of the fort s 
'and to prevent the Morattoes from carrying their 
fchetne into execution, took up his ground between 
them and the fort. 

_ At' day-fight, on the 13th, the admiral ordered 
the line of battle-lhips to warp clofe in, ready to 
batter in breach, when the fignal Ihould be made, 
anc( fdf .that purpofe, only .to fire their lower , tier. 
He fent Sir William Hewet up the river, with fome 
barges and pinnaces, in fearch of fome velTels s and 
this lieutenant took poffefiion of a fnow and a grab. 
At one, the (hips warped within about a cable’s 
length of the foot of the walls, in three one-fourth 
fathoms, and fired. The enemy returned a few 
Ihot, and threw four Ihells: but at fifty-five minutes 
■ paft one, a magazine in the fort blew up ; and, at 
four minute® paft four, they threw out a fignjl to 
capitulate: on which the (hips ceafed firing ; and 
lieutenant King was fent to the fort with terms. 

■ Thu 
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people have no prince; I have no foil; my daugh¬ 
ter has no hulband; nor chefe children any father.” 
The admiral anfwered, he would be their father : 
upon which, the youngeft boy, about fix years of 
age, feized the admiral’s hand, and fobbing faid, 
” Then you Ihall be my father,” It overpowered 
the heart of that gallant man, who {lied tears on 
this occafton, and took the children with him to 
bombay: but Angria, who was then thirty-five 
years of age, remained with the Morattoes, and the 
reft of his family continued under the protedtion of 
the Englilh at Geriah. 

- There were fix Englifhmen, two Scotchmen, 

' and three Dutchmen, found prifoners in the fort, 
who were happily releafed from flavery. While 
the fleet were employed in taking the plunder on 
board, the Morattoes fent detachments to fumroon 
feveral other forts, which furrendered without 
making any refiftance : thus, in Jefs than a month, 
they got poifelfion of all the territories wrefted 
from them by Angria’s predeceifors, and of which ' 
they had for feventy years defpaired of ever being 

Admiral Watfon left 300 of the company’s 
European troops, and as many fepoys, in garrilbn 
at Geriah ; he alfo ftationed four of the company’s 
armed velfels in the harbor, for the defence of the 
place, as it was judged to be very tenable, and ex¬ 
tremely well fituated for the advantage of the com¬ 
pany. In the beginning of April, the fleet returned 
to Bombay, where the admiral repaired his fquadron: 
He failed from thence on the 28th of April, and 
arrived at Madrafs on the 12th of May, after 
having totally annihilated the power of Angria on 
the coaft of Malabar. 

The fuccefs: of the Englilh on this coaft, was 
greatly checkered with their■ Ioffes-in other parts of 
India. Fre/h troubles arofe in Arcot between the 
Q 2 Nabob 



French; and even the Duan Shanavas Cawn, 
wearied l>y the perpetual reproaches of his country- 
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Deckan, on which the very exiftence of the Eng- 
ii(h on the coaft of Coromandel feemed to depend. 
They therefore with great alacrity allured Salabat- 
zing of their intentions to comply with his requeft, 
and were on the point of ordering a detachment of 
400 Europeans and 15&0 fepoys to take the field : 
but in the middle of July, they received letters 
from Bengal, informing them of the greateft dan¬ 
ger that had ever threatened the company’s fettle- 
ments in Indoftan ; to retrieve which from utter 
perdition required nothing lefs than the exertion of 
the utmoft force that could be fparetl from the coaft 
of Coromandel : but during the expedition againft 
’ Angria, no material alterations happened in the 
Englilh and French affairs on that coaft. 

Tut’ detachment fent under the command of 
major Kilpatrick, to affift the Nabob in collefting 
his revenues from the Polygars to the north of Ar- 
cot, kept the field until the end of the year, with¬ 
out committing hoftilities; for the Polygars fub- 
mitted and paid their tribute to the Nabob, who 
was anxious to draw the troops out of the countries 
.o'f thofe infignificant chiefs, to employ them againft 
one of much greater confluence. This was Mor- 
tiz Atlee the Phoufdar of Vclore, whofe great 
riches, extenfive territory, and the vicinity of his 
.capital to Arcot, rendered him almoft as confider- 
able in the province as the Nabob himfelf, who pre¬ 
vailed on the prefidency of Madrafs to affift him in 
the redutftion ofVelore. Accordingly the detach¬ 
ment on its return to Arcot, from the expedition 
againft the Polygars, was reinforced with 200 Eu¬ 
ropeans, feveral companies of fepoys, and two 
eighteen-pounders: the whole no-w amounting to 
500 men in battalion, and 1500 fepoys, who en¬ 
camped on the 30th of January 1756, within 
cannon-(hot to the louth ofVelore. 

The Phoufdar had early intelligence of their ap¬ 
proach, and applied far affiftance to M. de Eeyrit, 
CL 4 the 
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The State of Affairs in the Kingdom of B E UG A.L, 
in tie Tears 1756 and 1757. 


CHAP. I. 

A defcrip lion of Bengal; with an account of Cal¬ 
cutta and Fort William, the English pre- 
Jidquy in that kingdom. The viceroy Surajad 
Dowla takes the field againjl the Englilh, and 
reduces their fort at Cossimbuzar. : he befieges and 
takes Calcutta. His cruelty to the Englilh in 
Fort William ; and the fufferings of the unhappy 
ferjons confined in the black-hole , where only twenty- 
three furvived out of 146. 

I Have before obferved, that the Mogul empire 
confifts of chree grand divifions, of the Indoftan, 
the Deckan, and Bengal: as alfo that the firft is go¬ 
verned by the emperor himfelf, and the other two 
by his viceroys, who apparently profefs an allegiance 
to him, but really aft as independent fovereigns. 
The Suba*, or viceroy of Bengal, had alfo the pro¬ 
vinces of Bahar and Orixa annexed to his govern¬ 
ment, and afted in every refpeft as an abfolute 
prince. ' 

Bengal is the molt eaftern province of the Mo¬ 
gul’s dominions, and is annually overflowed by 
. the Ganges, as Egypt is by the Nile. It lies upon 


Or Soubah, 
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the mouth of the Ganges, and is bounded by the 
Provinces of Patna and Jefnat on the north , the 
kingdom of Aracan on the eaft ; the bay of Bengal 
and the province of Orixa on the fouth; and by 
the provinces of Narvar and Malva on the weft , 

. extending about 400 miles in length from eaft to 
weft, and 300 in breadth from north to fouth. 

The bay of Bengal is the largeft and deepeft in 
the known world, extending from the fouth part 
of Coromandel to the river lluegley* i in which 
fpace it receives the great rivers Ganges and Guena 
from the weft fide ; as alio the Arakan and Menam- 
kiori or Aval river from the eaft fide. But Ben¬ 
gal, as a coaft, is fuppofed to extend only from 
Cape Palmiraa on the north coaft of Golconda, to 
the entrance into the Ganges. That^river^ rifes in 
the mountains of Nigracut, part ofGreat Tartary, 
receives many other rivers, and alter a courfe of 
3000 miles, fails into the Gulph of Bengal by fo 
many mouths, that travellers arc not agreed in the 
number of them : however, the common palftge 
for European (hipping is up the river Huegley, one 
Of the mod weftern branches. 

The foreign and domellic trade of Bengal are 
,very confiderable; as may appear from the great 
number ofPerfmns, Abyffinians, Arabs, Chinefe, 
fiuzarats, Malabarians, Turks, Moors, Jews, Geor¬ 
gians, Armenians, and merchants from all parts of 
Afia, who refort there. All the Chriftian nations 
.eftabiilhed in the Eaft-Indies alfo fend their (hipping 
to Bengal; and it is with the merchandizes of this 
.country that they partly make their returns to Eu¬ 
rope, befides what they export for their India 
trade. The principal merchandizes at Bengal are 
filks, cotton-cloths,, pepper, rice, falt-petre, wood 


for 
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for dying, terra merits, lacca, yellow and white 
wax, indigo, camphor, aloes, and gum gutta. 

The places of the greateft commerce, and where 
the Englilh, French, and Dutch have their beft 
eftablilhmencs are, Calcutta, CoffimbuZar, Hueg- 
ley, Pipley, and Balifore. The capital of the 
.viceroy is Muxadabad, which is large and popu¬ 
lous : and Fort William, or Calcutta, is the prin¬ 
cipal place belonging to the Engliih company in 
Bengal; of which I have given a particular account 
in the fir-fl: volume. 

The capital city of the kingdom of Bahar is 
Patna, which lies in 8 5 degrees of eaft longitude, 
and 26 of north latitude, upwards of 400 miles 
from Calcutta. It extends feven miles in length 
upon "the banljs of the Ganges, and is half a mile 
broad ; lo chat it contains many thoufands of inha¬ 
bitants, and is a place of great trade for fak-petre 
and opium. Mr. Robert Eyre was the Englilh 
chief here ; but the company withdrew their fabtory 
in this city in 1750. It confifted of a chief, three 
Council, and two afliftants; with a lieutenant and 
forty foldiers under his command. It was thought 
very llrange that the company Ihould relinquilh 
this faftory, while they were able to tranfport the 
commodities of Bahar fafely down the Ganges, 
fince the deftrubtion of the Morattoes.on the banks 
of that river-, and more efpecially as the company 
had great influence with the NaboJ?, who had then 
no other European fablory in his 'government. If 
frauds were committed in that fablory, they ought 
to have been detebled ; not the faflory to be loft by 
us, to give the French an opportunity of fucceeding 
in the fertlement. Mr, Cole obtained a penfion.; 
and Mr. Robert Eyre was difmiffed the fervice ; 
though it appears by Mr. Eyre’s addrefs to the 
company in 1753, that he had fhewn they fuffered 
a lofs amounting to upwards of 100,000.1, by em- 
I bezzlemenrs. 
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manner to all perfons, and particularly ro thole 
of diftimftion, whole effedls were 1‘eized, and, 
the European nations forbid to afford them any 
proteflion or retreat; with which orders the French 
and Dutch ftriflly complied: but the Englilh 
incurred the refentment of the. viceroy, by im- 
prifoning a rich Indian at Calcutta, who had been 
of great l'ervice to their company. His name was 
Omychund, an eminent Gentoo merchant, who had 
lived feveral years in the diftribt of Calcutta, under 
the protedbion of the EngliOr company, and was 
now imprifoned by governor Drake.' In 1747, rhe 
, Englilh were in fuch a bad fituation here, that they 
- had no money, and had ftretched the company’s 
credit as far as it would then bear: they had alfo a 
large provilion >of goods to make ; and that part of 
the inveftmenc alone, to be provided at Calcutta, 
exclufive of the fubordinates. amounted to 2,400,000 
rupees. The whole body of merchants declared, 
they w'ere incapable of furnilhing the Englilh with 
any goods, unlefs the ready money was to be ad-, 
vanced: but what mod: perplexed the fadory was, 
their orders from England, exprefsly forbidding, 
them to employ Omychund as a Dadney merchant. 
Thefe orders arrived juft at this time, when he was 
not only one of the company’s principal creditors, 
but was the only man that could be of any fervice 
at that junfturc, by his intereft and influence abroad. 
However, Omychund was prevailed on to go to 
the council, and tell them, that, though the com¬ 
pany was angry with him, he was always ready to 
ferve them, and was then willing to contraft for 
one-third of the whole inveftment; for which he 
would be paid on delivery of the goods, or re¬ 
ceive bonds bearing intereft, if they had no money- 
in the trealury ; which propoial created fuch an 
envy and emulation among the other merchants, 
that the Englilh happily accomplilhed the cargoes 
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of four Ihips. However, this wealthy Indian was 
imprifoned at Calcutta, which gave the viceroy a 
pretence of marching his army towards that place. 

The viceroy took the field, on the 30th of May 
1756, with an army of 30,000 horfe s 40,000 foot; 
and 400 elephants. On the 2d of June, lie detach¬ 
ed 20,000 men to inveft the Englifli fort at Coffim- 
buzar*, a large and mercantile town, fituated upon 
an ifiand formed by the weft branch of the Ganges, 
two miles below Muxadabad, 60 weft from Dacca, 
and 70 miles north of ITuegley, which ftands about 
100 miles up the mouth of the river. The Englifli, 
French, and Dutch had fadtories here. The country . 
about it was very fertile, and the inhabitants re¬ 
markably induftrious, being employed in. many 
ufeful manufadhires. They generally-furnifli 22,000 
bales of filk a year, each bale weighing joolb. 
They have alfo taffeties, and the moft beautiful 
cotton-cloths of the country. 

The Englifli fort was ftnall, but regularly built; 
had 60 cannon mounted, and was garrilbned by 300 
men, principally fepoys. The viceroy pretended 
he had received many infults from governor Drake: 
but he deferred attacking the fort, until he had 
propofed a treaty of accommodation with Mr. 
Watts, the chief of this' fadtory, whom lie l'um- 
moned to a conference in his pavilion, about a mile 
and half from the town ; under a folemn affurance, 
that he Ihould be no ways molefted. Mr. Watts 
imprudently confented, and fet out with his furgeon, 
attended by four Peons: but when they were about 
mulket-lhot . from the fort, Mr. Watts was feized 
by a party of the viceroy’s troops, who manacled 
him with the folds of a turban, and condudted him 
in that manner before the viceroy. That imperious 


* Or Caffimbuzzar. 

prince 
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prince would hardly deign to look on him ; but 
fcompeile'd him to tign a paper, acknowledging a 
large debt to t'he viceroy.; after which, he ordered 
the prifoiier tofendfot Mr. Collet ahd Mr. Jackfon, 
two of the council. As Toon as thofe gentlemen 
entered the tent of the viceroy, he fecured Mr. 
Eatfon, and fen't Mr. Collet back, that he might 
prevail on the Englilh to furrender the fadtory at 
difcretion ; the viceroy threatening death to his 
two prifoners, whom he treated with the utmoft in¬ 
dignity, and fent prifoners to Muxadabad. He alfo 
terrified the g'arrifon by vowing deftrudlion to them 
all, if he took the fort by afiault. 

The furrender of the fort was warmly oppofed 
by fome of the gentlemen in the company’s fervice: 
but tbe’majority of the people prevailed, and the 
fort was furrendered on the 4th, without oppofition ; 
whereby the chief, three of the council, and four 
writers; with lieutenant Ellibt, and 50 European 
foldiers, were made prifoners. When the Moors 
entered the fort, they feized on every thing, ill- 
treated the people, ftripl them almoft naked, and 
fent them prifoners to Huegley, where they were 
clofely confined, till they were removed to Muxa- 

The reduction of this fort greatly fulprized all 
the Europeans fettled in India: but the country 
people were in hopes that the Englilh would punifh 
the viceroy, and deliver them from his tyranny. 
The viceroy was encouraged by this fuccefs, and 
marched with all his force againlf Calcutta, which 
was inVefted bn the 15th. He peremptorily 
threatened to drive all the. Englilh out of his 
dominions; yet wrote to governor Drake to ac¬ 
commodate matters-with him; if the governor 
would pay him his duty upon the trade for fifteen 
years paft, defray the expence of his army, and 

V01.ll. & deliver 
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deliver up the Indian merchants who were then m ! 
the fort; which the govejpor refufed. 

The viceroy attacked one of the redoubts at the 
entrance of the town; but was repulfed with a 
great (laughter of his troops, The Englilh had 
two paffes, with three guns. mounted on each, and 
guarded by fifty men. On the 16th, the vice, 
roy attacked the other advanced poll:, which kept a 
oonllant fire, and killed many of his troops. Not- 
withftanding this oppofition, a third attempt was 
made on the i8th, when the Englilh. troops aban¬ 
doned thofe pods, and retreated to the fort. The 
viceroy entered the town, and fuffercd his troops to- 
plunder it for twenty-four hours. He then ordered • 
the fort to be attacked; for which purpofe, he 
threw up a fmall breafl work, and mounted two 
twelve-pounders on it; from whence they fired two 
or three times in an hour; but never could have 
made a breach. 

The governor affembled' a council of war, to 
eonfider of the. (late of affairs, when the captain 
of the train informed them, there was not ammu¬ 
nition in the fott for three days: in eonfequence of 
Which report, the principal ladies were fent on board 
the ihips lying before the fort. There were eight 
ihips then at anchor in the river ; and the ladies 
were followed by the governor, who declared him- 
felf a Quaker, and left the place to be defended by 
Mr. Holwell, tile fecond in council, who was de¬ 
termined to defend the place to the lath extremity. 

Besides the governor, there were four of the 
council, and eight gentlemen in the company’s fer-, 
vice; four officers, and toofoldiers; with 52 free 
merchants, captains of Ihips, and other gentlemen, 
who efcaped on board the (hips at Fulca, where 
were alfo 59 of their ladies, and 3 3 of their children. 
The whole number left in the fort were about 25b 
effedtive men, with Mr. Holwell, four captains. 
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five lieutenants;, fix enfignSj and five ferjeants; as 
alfo fourteen fea Captains, and 29 gentlemen of the 

Mr. Holwell held a council of war-, divided 
three chefts of treafure among the difcontented 
foldiers, to whom he made large promifes for their, 
courage and fidelity ; fecured the keys of the gates 
himfelf; and gallantly flood the next morning to 
the defence of the place. The attack was as briflc 
as could be made by the Moors, who got polfelfion 
of the houfes round the fort, from whence they 
galled the Englilh much, and drove them from the 
, baflions : but the Moors were feveral times diflodged 
. by the fire from the fort, which killed upwards of 
12,000, men, with the lofs of only five Englilh 
foldiers, the firft day. The attack was continued 
until the 20th in the afternoon, when many of the 
garrifon were killed or wounded, and their ammu¬ 
nition was almoft exhaufted -, upon which a flag of 
truce was hung out from the fort.- Mr. Holwell 
intended to make an honorable and fafe retreat on 
board the (hips, while he demanded a capitulation 
to amufe the enemy: but the (hips had fell down 
feveral miles from the fort, without leaving even a 
boat to facilitate Mr. Holwell’s efcape. During 
the parly from the Walls, the back gate was betrayed 
by the Dutch guard ; the Moors entered the fort in 
a body, killed all thofe who firft jirefented theni- 
felves, and made the reft-prifoners. 

The viceroy and his troops were in polfelfion of 
the fort before, fix in the evening. Mr, Holwell 
had three audiences of him, and the lift was in 
durbar, or council, before feven; when the viceroy 
repeated his alfurances to him, on the word of a 
foldier, that no harm IhouU come to the Englilh : 
but the mod unparalleled adte of inhumanity were 
influfted upon the unhappy prifoners, who were 
threatened with momentary deftruftion. 

R 2 It 
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It is believed, the viceroy’s orders were only 
general, that the Englifh fliouid be fecured for that- 
night: but what followed might be the refult of 
revenge and refentment in the breads of the lower 
clafs of jemtnidaars, or officers of the rank of fer- 
j-eants, who had many of their order killed during 
the fiege. However, the viceroy was enraged not 
to find the treafure he expedited in the fort, which 
had been fecured on board the Ihips. 

As foon as it was dark, the Engliili prifoners, to 
the number of 146, were direfted by the jemmi- 
daars who guarded them, to colled- themfelves into 
one body, and fit down quietly under the arched. 
veranda, or piazza, to the weftward of the black- . 
hole prifon. Befides the guard over them, another 
was placed at the fbtith-end of this yerantia, to pre-. 
vent the el'cape of any of them. About 500 gun¬ 
men, with lighted matches, were drawn up on the 
parade •, and foon after the fndory was in flames to 
the right and lift of the prifoners, who had various 
conjedu-res on this appearance. The lire advanced 
with rapidity on both Gdes •, and it was the pre¬ 
vailing opinion of the Englifli, that they were to 
be fuSocated between the two fires. On this they 
foon came to a refolution of rufhing on the guard, 
feizing their fcymitars, and attacking the troops 
upon the parade, rather than be thus tamely roafled 
to death: but Mr. Holwell advanced, and found 
the Moors were only fearching for a place to eon J 
fine them in.. At that time, Mr. Holwell might 
have made his efcape, by the affiftance of Mr. 
Leech, the company’s fmith, who made his efcape 
when the Moors entered the fort, and returned juft 
as it was dark, to tell Mr. Holwell, he had pro¬ 
vided a boar, and would infure his efcape, if he 
would follow him through a pafiage few. were ac¬ 
quainted with, and by which he then entered. This 
might eafily have been accomplifhed, as the guard 
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• took little notice of it: but Mr. Holwel) told Mr. 
Leech, he was refolded to Ihare the fate of the gen - ■ 
tletnen and the garrifon; to which Mr. Leech 
gallantly replied, that “ then he was refolded to 
ihare Mr. Holwell’s fate, and would not leave him.” 

The guard on the parade advanced, and ordered 
them all to rife and go into the barracks. Then, 
with their muikets prefented, they ordered them co 
go into the black-hole prifon-, while others, with 
clubs and fcymitars, preffed upon them fo ftrong, 
that there was no refitting it; but, like one agitated 
wave impelling another, they were obliged to give 
’ way and enter; the reft following like a torrent. 
Few among them, the foldiers excepted, had the 
lead idea of the dimenfionsor nature of a place they 
had never feen’p for if they had, they (boukl at all 
events have rulhed upon the guard, and been cut 
to pieces by their own choice, as the letter evil. 

It was about .eight o’clock, when thefe 14b un¬ 
happy perfons, exhaufted by continual aiftion and 
fatigue, were thus crammed together into a dun¬ 
geon about eighteen feet fquare, In a clofe fultry 
night in Bengal; ihut up to the eaft and fouth, the 
only quarters from whence air could reach them, 
by dead walls j and by a wall and door to the north $ 
open only to the well by two windows, ftrongly 
barred with iron, from which they could receive 
fcarce any circulation of frelh air, 

What mutt enfue, appeared to them in very 
dreadful colors, the inftant they faw the fize and 
fituation of the room. Many unfuccefsful attempts 
were made to force the door ; for having only their 
hands to work with, and the door opening inward, 
all endeavors were vain and fruitlefs. They plainly 
perceived, that death, attended with the mod: hor¬ 
rid train of circumftances, muft prove pheir inevita¬ 
ble deftiny. 

R 3 Mr. 
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■ Mr. Hoi-well advifed them to preferve a calm’ 
mind, and quiet refignation to their fate* which 
produced a fhort interval of peace : but that paufe 
was not a little difturbed by the cries and groans of 
the many wounded. Mr. Holwell offered a Jem- 
midaar two thoufand rupees, to get them feparated 
half In one place, and half in another. The Moor 
attempted it twice; but faid it could not be done 
without the Soubah’s order, who was aHeep, and no 
one dared awake him. 

They had been but few minutes confined before 
every one fell into a perforation fo profufe, that no 
idea can be formed of it. This, brought on a' 
raging chirft, which increafed in proportion as the 
body was drained of its moitture. Various expe¬ 
dients were thought of to give more room and air. 
Every man was (tripped, and every hat put in mo¬ 
tion : they feveral times fat down on their hams t 
but at each time feveral of the poor creatures fell, 
and were inftantly fuffocated or trod to death. 

Before nine o’clock every man’s thirft grew in¬ 
tolerable, and Vefpiration difficult. Efforts were 
again made to force the door -, but flill in vain. 
Many infults were u'fed to the guards, to provoke 
bhem to fire in upon the prifoners, who grew out* 
.ageous, and many delirious. “Water, water”, 
became the general cry. Some water was brought; 
but thefe fupplies, like fprinkling water on fire, 
only ferved to raife and feed the flames. The con- 
jufion became general, and horrid from the cries 
•and ravings for water and fome were trampled to 
death. This fcene of mifery proved entertainment 
to the brutal wretches without, who fupplied them 
with water, that they might have thefatisfadtion of 
feeing them fight for it, as they phrafed it and held 
up lights to the bars, that they might lofe no part 
of the inhuman divcrfion. 


Before 
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Before eleven o’clock, moll of the gentlemen 
were dead, and one third of the whole. Third grew 
intolerable': hut Mr. Holwell kept his mouth moift 
by fucking .the perfpiration out of his Ihirt-fleeves, 
and catching the drbps as they fell, like heavy rain 
from his head and face. By half an hour atter 
eleven, mod of the living were in an outrageous 
delirium. They found that water heightened their 
uneafinefles; and “ Air, a.ir,” was the general cry. 
Every infult that could be devifed againd the guard j 
all the opprobrious names that the viceroy and his 
officerscould be loaded with, were repeated, to pro¬ 
voke the guard to fire upon them. Every man 
bad eager hopes of meeting the fird fhot. Then a 
general prayer to Heaven, to haden the approach 
of the flames tb the right and left of them, and put 
a period to their mifery. Some expired on others 4 
while a fteam arofe as well from the living as the 
dead, which was very offenfive. 

.About two in the morning, they orouded fo much 
to the windows, that many died danding, unable 
to fall by the throng and equal preffure round. 
When the day broke, the ftench arifing from tire 
dead bodies was unfufferable. At that junflure, 
the Soubah, who had received an account of the 
havoc death had made among them, fent one of his 
officers to enquire if the chief furvived. Mr. Hol¬ 
well was (hewn to him ; and near fix an order came 

THUS they had remained in this infernal prifon 
from eight at night until fix in the morning, when 
the poor remains of J46 fouls, being only twenty 
three, came out alive ; but moft of them in a high 
putrid fever. The . dead bodies were dragged out 
of the hole by the foldiers, and thrown promifcu- 
oufly into the ditch of an unfinilhcd ravelin, which 
was afterwards filled with earth, 

R'4 ■ 
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Those who furvtved were Meflieurs Holwell, 
Court, Cooke, Lufhington, Moran, and Burdet j. 
the captains Mills and Dickfon, and enfign Wal¬ 
cott; Mrs. Carey, whofe hufband was a captain of 
one of the (hips, whom lhe accompanied into the 
prifon, where he died ; John Meadows, and twelve 
military and militia blacks and whites. . Among 
the dead were Edward Eyre and William Baillie, 
Efqs; both of the council; the reverend Jervas Bel¬ 
lamy, and 21 gentlemen in the fervice; three mi¬ 
litary captains, five lieutenants, five enfigns, five 
ferjeants, and r2 fca-captains; in alt 54 gentlemen, 
and 69 common men. Mr. Eyre was brother to. 
the dean of Wells, and to Mr. Robert Eyre the 
chief of Patna. Mr. Baillie was the^fon of cloftor 
Baillie; a Scotch gentleman, and late judge of the 
vice-admiralty court in Ireland. 

History has never furnifhed a faft fo full of 
horror •, and no tyrant ever devifed a more tortur¬ 
ing feene of barbarity, not even l'halaris. 

Messieurs Holwell, Court, Burdet, and Wal¬ 
cott, were ordered into the cuftody of an officer, 
and the reft were immediately fet at liberty, except 
Mrs. Carey, whofe youth and beauty caufed her 
to be detained for the tyrant. The voluntary op- 
pofition of Mr. Holwell incenfed the viceroy againfc 
him; and fuppofing that he would not have un¬ 
dertaken a work of fupererogadon, attended with 
fuch fatigues and danger, upon difinterefted prin¬ 
ciples, he made no doubt that there were very great 
ireafures in the fort, in which he was concerned as 
a proprietor. It happened unfortunately, that Mr. 
Holwell in the hurry and confufion of the fiege, 
after the fort had been deferred by the 1 governor, 
forgot to fet Omychund at liberty. It never once 
occurred to him, or he had certainly done it, be- 
caufe he thought his imprifonment unjuft: but 
Omychund refented this negleft as an aft of inju- 
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ftlce; and Mr. Holwell thought that the hard 
treatment he met with, might be attributed to 
Omychund’s infinuationa'; in which opinion he was 
confirmed by the confinement of the three gentle¬ 
men felefted to be his companions, who were all of 
them perfons againfl: whom Omychund had con- 

Mr. Holweli, was in a high fever, and unable 
to ftand s yet in that condition he was conduced 
before the viceroy, who told him, he was well in¬ 
formed of great treafures being buried or fecreted 
in the fort; that Mr. Holwell was privy to it; and 
mud: difcover it, if he expefted favor. Mr. Hoi- 
well urged every thing he could to convince the 
viceroy there was no truth in the information : but 
he was ordered prifoner under Mhir Muddon, ge¬ 
neral of the houfhold troops; and, as fuch, was 
conduced, together with Meffieurs Court, Walcot, 
and Burdet to the camp, within the outward ditch, 
near Omychund’s garden, which was above three 
miles from the fort. Mr. Holwell was threatened 
to be (hot of? from the mouth of a cannon ; and 
among the guard that carried him from the viceroy, 
one bore a large Morattoe battle .ax, which occa- 
lioned a report that he was beheaded. They were 
all loaded with fetters, though in a fever; in which 
condition they were conveyed to Muxadabad, to 
wait the return of the viceroy. 

They embarked in a Wollack, or large boat, 
on the 24th, and were thirteen days in their patfage 
to Muxadabad, which is about two hundred miles 
up the river from Calcutta. Their provifion was 
only rice and water; and they had bamboos to lie 
on; but as their fever was come to a crifis, their 
bodies were covered with boils, which became run¬ 
ning fores, expofed to excefiive heats and yiolent 
rains, without any covering, or fcarce any cioaths, 
and the irons on their legs confumed the flefh al- 
moft to the bone. 


Mr. 
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. Mr. HotwELt, as a prifoner of ftate, was 
eftimated and valued to Bundo Sing Hazary, who 
commanded the guard, at four lack of rupees, or 
50,000]. fterling. 

They arrived at the French faftory, on the 7th 
of July in the morning, and were waited on by 
Mr. Law the French chief, who gene roufly fup- 
plied them with cloaths, linen, provifions, liquors, 
and money. About four in the afternoon, they 
landed at Muxadabad, and were confined’ in an 
open ftable, not far from the Soubah’s palace. This 
inarch drew tears of difdain and anguilh of heart 
from them : thus to be led like felons, a fpeftacle • 
to the inhabitants of this populous city. They had 
a guard of Moors placed on one fide, and a'guard 
of Gentoos on the other. The imrfienfe croud of 
fpeftacors, who came from all quarters of the city 
to fatisfy their curiofity, fo blocked them up from ‘ 
morning until night, that they narrowly efcaped afe- 
cond fuffocation,the weather being exceflively fuitry. 

Here they experienced every adt of humanity 
and friendihip from MeffieursLaw and Vernet, the 
French and Dutch chiefs at Cofiimbuzar, who left 
no means unelfayed to.procure their releafe. Meff. 
Rofs and Elkftone, the Dutch chief and fecond at 
Muxadabad, regularly fent them provifions, and 
daily vifited them.. The whole body of Armenian 
merchants were moft kind and friendly to them. 
Meflieurs Haftings and Chambers had obtained 
their liberty by the French and Dutch chiefs be¬ 
coming bail for their appearance: and this fecurity 
was offered for Mr. Holwell, but without effeift. 

- After the taking of Calcutta, the Soubah called 
it Allynagore, and left Rajah Monickchund, a 
Gentoo, governor there, who expelled moft of the 
Indian inhabitants, and obliged them to feek for 
protection from the French and Dljtch factories at 
Chandenagore, and Cfiinfura. ,;Mf; Boddom, the 
•. Englilh 
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Englilh chief at Ballafore, with two other gentle¬ 
men, and twenty-five military, quitted that fadtory 
by order of governor Drake, and went on board 
the Ihips at Fulta. The fame was done by Mr. 
Amyatt, the chief at Jugdea, who came on board 
with five other gentlemen, and . twenty military. 
But Mr. Beecher, the chief at Dacca, four of the 
council, three gentlemen, and three ladies, with 
twenty-four military, were made prifoners; though 
they were afterwards permitted to live in the French 
fadtory, by whofe interceflion they were fet at 
liberty. 

' The Soubah arrived at Muxadabad on the nth 
of July i and in his way called at Huegley, where 
he relSafed Mr. Watts and the other gentlemen 
confined there.’ On the 15th, he ordered Mr. Hol- 
weil and his three companions to be condudied to 
the Kella, or Soubah’s palace, to have an audience, 
and know their fate. They had no admittance that 
day to the Soubah; but they faw feveral of his 
minifters, who had entered his court in the utmoft 
pomp and magnificence, brought out difgraced, 
jn the cuftody of the guards. Mr. Holwell and 
his companions obtained their releafe at the inter¬ 
ceflion of Allyverdy Cawn Begum, the dowager 
princefs, grandmother of the Soubah, who folli- 
cited their liberty at a feaft the preceding night; 
and he promifed to releafe them on the next day, 
when he called on them, as he went by to his pa¬ 
lace of Mooteejeel. They made him the ulual 
falam ; and Mr. Holwell addreffed him in a fliort 
fpeech, letting forth their fufferings, and petitioned 
for their liberty. He gave no anfwer; but ordered 
the guard immediately to cut their irons off, and to 
conduit them wherever they chofe to go, as alfo to 
take care they received no trouble or infult,- As 
foon as their legs were free, they took boat, and 
proceeded to the Dutch mint near the city, where 
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they were received and entertained with real joy and 
humanity. Mr. Holwell foon after embarked for 
Englands and the Soubah was foon after punilked 
for his cruelty. 


CHAP. II. 

Admiral Watson and colonel Clive fail with the 
fqttadron and troops from Madrass to Bengal. 
They take the forts of Busbudgia, Tanna, anil 
Huegley ; and retake Calcutta and Port ‘ 
William from the Soubah in 1757. Colonel 
Clive defeats the Soubah near Calcutta, olid com¬ 
pels him tofign a peace. Colonel CKve takes Fort 
d’Orlean at Chandenagor is from the' French. 
The English agree with Jaffeir Allee Cawn 
to depofe the Soubah, who is defeated and taken 
prifoner by colonel Clive at Plassev ; after which 
he is beheaded by Jaffeir Allee Cawn, who is placed 
on the throne at Muxadabad. Bis indemnifica¬ 
tion to the Englilh for their lofs, and his rewards 
for their ajfifiance.~-The French take Vizagapat- 
nam from the Englilh.— Admiral Watfon dies at 
Calcutta, and is Jucceeded in the command by vice- 
admiral Pococke. Remarks. 

I T was reported, that the Englilh company had 
loft two millions fterling by the viceroy’s re- 
iuftion of Calcutta ; which made it neceffary for 
the. prefidency ofMadrafs to relinquifh the agree¬ 
ment with Salabatzing the Soubah of the Deckan, 
and to fend all their force to oppofe Surajad Dowla 
the Soubah of Bengal. Colonel Clive was accord: 
irigly difpatched with 40O Europeans, and 1000 fe: 
pays from Coromandel to Bengal. 
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Admiral Watfon failed from Madrafs on the 
16th of O&ober 1756, with all his fqiiadron and 
the troops on board; accompanied by the Walpole 
and Marlborough Indiamen. They had a tedtous_ 
paflage; and arrived at Ballafore road on the 5th of 
December. The admiral eroded the braces on the 
8th, proceeded up the river Huegley, and arrived 
at Fulta on the 15th, where he found governor 
Drake, and the gentlemen of the council, on board 
the company’s Ihips'. .As the pilots would not take 
charge of the (hips until the fprings were.over, the 
admiral could not proceed higher till the 28th, 
when he failed with the Kent, Tyger, Salifbury, 
Bridgewater, and King’s-filher- (loop : and the next 
afternoon, the company’s troops were landed under 
the command of colonel Clive: 

. The troops were to march and attack Bufbudgia 
fort by land, while the fquadron was to attack it by- 
water. .This fort belonged, to the, Soubah, and 
was extremely well fituated for defence; i having a 
wet ditch round it 5 but badly provided with can¬ 
non. The fquadron anchored before the fort, and 
began to cannonade about eight in the morning on 
the 30th s and half ah,hour after the king’s troops 
were , landed to fupport colonel. Clive. The (hips 
foon filenced the fort, which was. felt ornfire, and 
abandoned. The garrifon and people efcaped;; 
leaving eighteen guns, from twenty-four pounders 
and downwards, and forty-two barrels,of powder, 
with ball .in proportion. Orte of the company’s 
captains was killed, andfour foldiers wounded. ... 

Oh the ift of January. 1 1757, the Kent and .Tyger 
anchored between Tanna fort and a battery oppo- 
fite to it; both of which the enemy abandoned, as 
the (hips approached. About forty .guns, fotne of 
which were twenty-four pounders, and all mounted 
on good carriages, with fome powder add ball were 
found in this fort apd battery; and the admiral 
left 
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left the Salifbury as a guard-lhip, to prevent the 
enemy from regaining them. In the night, he fent 
the boats, manned and armed, up the river, to 
burn a fhip and fome vefiels, faid to be filled with 
combuftibles s which was executed without oppo* 
fition. Thus the Englilh had opened a pafiage.to 
the fort of Calcutta, the late.fcene of the deplora¬ 
ble fufferings of fo many of their unfortunate 
countrymen. 

Early the next morning, the company’s troops 
■were landed, and marched to Calcutta; while the 
fhips proceeded up the river,, and drove the enemy 
from fome batteries below the town. The Kent, 
and Tyger ftiil failed on, together with the twenty . 
gun fhip and (loop. The .Englilh were animated 
with revenge at the affedting fight of Fort William; 
and, at ten minutes pall ten, the Tyger and Kent 
made fo warm a fire, that the enemy were foon drove 
from their guns, and ran out of the fort, which 
captain Coore, with the king’s troops, and an 
officer from the Kent, .entered a little before eleven. 
They found 91 guns of different fizes, four mor¬ 
tars, and a confiderable quantity of all kinds of 
ammunition. The (l)ips fufifered very little in their 
malls, yards, and. rigging;, there were only nine 
Teamen and three foldiers killed; with twenty-fix 
feamen and five foldiers Wounded. 

An expedition was then propofed againll Huegley, 
which was fituated on the other fide of the river, 
about fixty miles above Calcutta. It was a large 
town, fubjedl to the Soubah, and chiefly inhabited by 
Indians and Portugueze: but this was alfothe place 
of rendezvous for all nations who traded to Bengal-, 
its warehoufes and Ihops being always filled with the 
richelt merchandize of the country-, and the Dutch 
had a fadlory there which was large and magnifi¬ 
cent. This expedition was undertaken by the 
twenty gun fliip and Hoop; the boats of the fqua- 
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dron manned and armed j- aflifted by all the king’s 
troops, amounting to 170, the company s grena¬ 
diers, and 200 fepoys, commanded by major Kil¬ 
patrick. They failed on the 5th, under the com¬ 
mand of captain Smith, of the Bridgewater; and, 
on the nth, the place was taken and deftroyed. 
The Engliih took twenty guns, and a great quan¬ 
tity of ammunition. As the city was deftroyed, 
together with the granaries and itorehoufes of laic . 
fmiated on the banks of each fide the fiver, it was 
of great prejudice to the viceroy, as they contained 
a (tore for the fubfiftence of his army, while in that 
, part of the country. 

Thus the Engliih became mailers of the ftrong- 
eft places of trade in Bengal s and their futcefles in-' 
flamed the Soubah more than ever, who found that 
indian forts'could not refill Engliih valor. He 
therefore marched wirii an army of 10,000 horfe, 
and 1-5,000 foot; with which he intended nothing 
lefs than, the. total expulfion of the Engliih out of 
Bengal. His army was feen marching by the Engiifh- 
c'amp, on the 2d of February, about a mile dip 
tance towards Calcutta, where they encamped. ■ " 

. Colombo Clive had only400 Europeans, and 1600 
fepoys: but, .on the isth^jjic was reinforcedby.a 
detachment of tailors s 180 from the Kent, 173 
from the Tyger, 120 from the SaUibury, 29 from 
the Bridgewater, 37 from the Sloop, and 36 from 
the Indiamen; in all 569, commanded by captain 
Warwick. The whole body was to force and drive 
the viceroy out of his- camp; and began to match 
at three in the morning, with the Tailors attend¬ 
ing the train, which confided of fix field pieces, 
and one haubitzer. The king’s troops and com¬ 
pany’s grenadiers were in the front, the battalion 
next, then the train, and the fepoys- in the rear. 
About five, the troops in the van entered the Sou- 
bah’s camp, when they were charged by the 
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Mooriffi horfe; and by the time the rear-guard 
were entered, the engagement became general frotii 
hedges and bulhes. The Englilh played their ar¬ 
tillery, defending the right ahd left of their army 
all the way through the camp, and driving the 
enemy before them with great rapidity, till they 
lodged themfelves in a tope, behind fome hedges. 
From thence the Soubah detached a large body of 
horfe, with two cannon, to the ctofs road of the 
'Bunglo;' but colonel Clive foon didodged them, 
and marched into the fort. In this adlion the 
viceroy had 1300 men killed and wounded, and 
21 of the former were officers : he had 500 horfes 
killed, as alfo 300 draught bullocks, and four ele- ■ 
phants. The Englilh had two captains of the com-' 
pany’s troops, 17 private foldiers, 12 fcamefl, and 
10 fepoys killed } with 15 feamen, knd 50 foldiers 
and fepoys wounded ; but lieutenant Lutwidge of 
the Salilbury, was mortally wounded. 

This attack was not attended with the defired 
fuccefs : yet it was fpfficient to make the Sou¬ 
bah very follicitous to accelerate a peace, which 
was concluded on the 9th of February, and con¬ 
fided of the feven following articles: 

I. That Whatever and privileges the king 
had granted the company, Ihould not-be dip- 
puted ; and the immunities therein mentioned 
ihould be confirmed. 

II. That all goods palling and repaffing through 
the country, by land or water, with Englilh 
orders, Ihould be exempt from any tax, fee, 
or impofition. 

III. That ail .the company’s fadlories feized by 
the Soubah Ihould be returned : and all mo¬ 
nies, goods, and elfedts be reftored, or ac¬ 
counted for. 


IV, That' 
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four and two guns, they had railed near the fort. 
The French then waved a flag of truce over their 
walls, and defired to capitulate. 

The articles of capitulation were foon fettled, 
and were nine in all; whereby it was agreed ; 

“ That the defectors were to be abi'olutely 
given up : 

That all the officers of the garrifon were to.be 
prifoners on their parole o'f honor; with liberty to 
carry their effefb where they pleated, on .pvomifing 
they would not ferve again!! his Britannic majelly 
during the prefent war: 

. That the foldiers of the garrifon fliould be pri¬ 
foners of war, fo long as the war continued ; and 
when peace was made, they (hould be lent to 
Madrafs or to England : 

That the fepoys were not to be prifoners, and 
fhould have leave to return on the coaft in their 


country : 

That no Europeans fliould relide atChandena- 
gore; but the French jefuits might go wherever 
they pleafed, with all the ornaments of their chinch: 

That the admiral would do jullice to the inha¬ 
bitants, concerning their houfes and elhites ; but as 
to the French factories of Coffimbuzar, Dacca, 
Patna, Jeuda, and Ballafore, they were to be fet¬ 
tled between the Soubah and the admiral : 

That the directors, councellors, and thofe em¬ 
ployed under them, had leave to go where they 
pleafed, with their cloaths and linen. 

These articles were jigned by Meflicurs Lapor- 
tiere, Nicolas, Sugues, Renault, Fournier, and 
Caillot; after which admiral Watfon font caprain 
Latham alhore,' to receive the keys, and take pof- 
feffion of the for-t, into which colonel Clive march¬ 
ed with the king’s rroops about five in the afternoon. 
This was a great lofs to the French, who had in the 
fort 183 pieces of cannon, from twenty-four poun- 
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[ownwards; three Email mortars, ant 
ity of ammunition. Befides the (hips 
nk below, to flop up the channel, tl 
in alhore five large (hips above the ft 
inglifh took four (loops and a fno> 
h had 500 Europeans, and 700 fepoy 
of which 40 were killed, and 74 v 
inglifli had 32 men killed, and 99 w 
g the former were Mr. Samuel i J eri 
tawlins Hay, firft and third lieutenar 
, and the mailer of the Tyger: arr 
Jed were admiral Pococke, (lightly hi 
11 Speke and his fon, by the fame 1 
had his leg (hot off, and died foon a 
:ft part of the wounded fuffered muc 


chiefly by cannon-(hot, and'many 


the Englilh forces reduced four ft 
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By this treaty, “ Jaffier Aliee Cawn'agreedto, and 
admitted of, the agreement and treaty made with the 
Sotibah Surajah Dowla: that the enemies of the 
Engliih fhould be his enemies, whether Europeans 
or others i that whatever goods and factories be¬ 
longed to tile French in Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, 
fhould be delivered to the Engliih ; and the French 
never permitted to have fafiories or fettlcments any 
more in theie provinces: 

“ That to indemnify the company for tlieir 
Ioffes, by the capture of Calcutta, and the charges 
they had been at to repoffefs their faftories, he 
would give one hundred Croix- * of rupees, or ' 
1,250,0001. fterling: that to indemnify the Eng- 
lilh inhabitants, who fuffered by the capture of Cal¬ 
cutta, he would give fifty lack of rupees, or 
625,0001. fterling : that to indemnify the Ioffes fuf¬ 
fered by Gentoos, Moormen and others, he would 
give twenty lack of rupees, or 250,000). fterling: 
and that to the inhabitants, the Armenian Peots of 
Calcutta, who fuffered by the capture, he would 
give (even lack of rupees, or 87,500!. fterling: 
the divifion .of all thefe donations were to be left 
to the admiral, the colonel, and committee. 

“ That he would give up entirely to the com¬ 
pany the Morattoe ditch all round Calcutta, and 
600 yards all round about the ditch : 

“ That the lands to the fouthward of Calcutta, 
as'low as Culpee, fhould be under the government 
of the Engliih company ; but the rents fliould be 
paid into the Mogul’s treafury : 

“ That whenever Aliee Cawn fent for the affift- 
ance of the Englifh troops, their pay and charges 
fhould be disburfed by him: 

“ That from Huegley downwards he would 
build no new forts near the river. 

“ And that, as foon as he was eftabliflied Sou- 


* One Cron 


: lack is about 12,500!. 
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bah of the three provinces, he would immediately 
perform thefe articles; 

“ To which he fubfcribed a note, in his own 
hand-writing, to the following purpofe; 

“ In the prefence of God and his prophet, I 
fwear to abide by the terms of this argeement, while 

1 have life.” 

Some other principal men were united in this 
confederacy, who agreed, that Jaffier Alice Cawn 
fliould fucceed to the Soubahfliip, as he was a man 
of the hi d quality, and held in great efteem by all 
ranks of people, 

- The 'Englilh troops took the field under the 
command of colonel Clive, who marched, on the 
13th of June, from Chandenagore towards Cofiim- 
buzar s while *he admiral took care to garrifon the 
former place with his feamen. He alfo ordered the 
20 gun (hip to anchor above Huegley, and keep 
the communication open with the colonel; whom 
he farther addled with a lieutenant, feven mid- 
fhipmen, and 50 feamen, to ferve as gunners in the 
expedition. 

On the 19th colonel Clive took the fort and 
town of Cutwa, fituated on the weft fide the river, 
that forms the ifland of Coflimbuzar, on which 
Muxadabad is feated. The army remained there, 
for intelligence from Jaffier Allee Cawn, until the 

2 2d, when they crofled the river, and were met 
the next day by the Soubah, at the head of a nu¬ 
merous army, near Plaffey, where colonel Clive 
obtained a complete viftory. 

The Soubah had 20,000 men in the field, ex- 
clufive of thofe who favoured the confpirators: he 
was alfo joined by 50 French troops who worked 
his artillery: but too confiderabie bodies com¬ 
manded by Jaffier Allee Cawn, and Roy Dulub, 
were drawn too far from the line to aft againft the 
Englilh. The Soubah marched out of his encamp- 
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merit at eight in the morning, to furround the 
Englifli, who were drawn up near a grove by the ri¬ 
ver, where his own hunting-houfe fecured their 
ammunition ; iput colonel .Clive put his army to 
flight, and took pofleflion of his camp, with up¬ 
wards of fifty cannon and all his baggage. The 
number killed among the Soubah’s troops were 
few, as they only flood a cannonading. The Englifh 
had 19 Europeans and 30 fepoys killed and wound-, 
ed. The Soubah fled with the few who continued 
faithful to him, among whom where Montol, his 
prime minifter; and Monickchund, his late gover¬ 
nor of Calcutta. 

The vidtorious colonel Clive entered Muxada- 
bad in a triumphal manner, and placed 'Jaffier 
Allee Cawn upon the throne, who'had theufual 
homage paid him by all ranks of people, as Sou¬ 
bah ot the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. 
He entered his capital on the 26th, and was inau¬ 
gurated on the 30th : but the fame day as this dig¬ 
nity was conferred on him, his rival Surajah Dowla 
was taken prifoner, and privately put to death, in the 
25th year of his age, by the pew Soubah’s fori and his 
party. 

Mr. Law, the French chief at Cofilmbuzar, had 
-colledted near 200 European troops, and was com¬ 
ing to the afliftance of Surajah Dowla, a little time 
before he was taken prifoner: but Mr. Law ad¬ 
vanced no farther when he heard what was done. 
The tyranny which the late Soubah exercifed upon 
his own fubjedts made his life odious •, and the bar¬ 
barity which he committed on the Englifli at Cal¬ 
cutta made his death as much unpitied, as that adf 
was execrated. 

Thus, in about a fortnight, an entire revolution 
was aecomplilhed in a great and populous ftate, 
whereby the French were entirely driven out of 
Bengal and all its dependencies; and more folid 
profit was reaped by the Englifli Eatt-India com¬ 
ply a 
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jpany, with few men, and a Ihort campaign, than 
has been done by crowned heads, and powerful 
armies, in thofe bloody wars which have almofi: 
drained the veins of Europe to the laft ebb. Ic . 
is amazing, that the government of a vaft king¬ 
dom, as extenfive as moil in Europe, equal to any 
in the fertility of its foil, fuperior to many in the 
richnefs of its commerce, and inferior to few in the 
number of its inhabitants, fliouid be fo fuddenly 
transferred by fuch a handful of troops, who in 
Europe are undeferving the name of an army: but 
the vidtors were Englithmen, and their leader was 
Clive, who feems to have been born a general 1 If a 
Juftin or a Curtius had been living in our times, what 
would they have faid, to find the glory of Alexan¬ 
der the Grea! outrivalled by a Britilh fubjedt? 
Alexander invaded India with an army of 140,000 
horfe and foot: but the places he took, and the 
conquefts he made, were atcended with no difficulty. 
Porus fell into his hands, and he reftored him to 
his kingdom. A private fubjedt of Great Britain 
has done an act equally as brave .and great: his 
few foldiers would have followed him to the utmoil 
limits of the globe; yet Alexander could not pre¬ 
vail upon his numerous army to pafs the Ganges, 
and attack Aggamcnes. 

, The new Soubah, among other adtsof gratitude 
(hewn to his brave allies, made a noble prcient to 
the Englilh troops and failors, by whofe valor he 
had acquired his.dignity. He gave them fixty lack 
of rupees, or 750,0001. fterling; and the films fti- 
pulated by the treaty for other fervices amounted to 
1,875,000). fterling for the Englilh company and in¬ 
habitants* befides 337,500k for the other inhabi¬ 
tants of Calcutta: fo that the amount of the whole 
was 2,962,5001. 

The treafury of the depofed Soubah was found 
very (hart of expedtscion; however, colonel Clive 




re-admit them into his fervice. M. Bufiy was rein¬ 
forced by 500 Europeans under Mr. Law, aiTd un¬ 
dertook to reduce the Englilh fa&orics of Ingeram, 
Bandermalanka, and Vizagapatnam. This having 
been forefeen, the greateft part of the company’s 
effefts were (hipped off from the two former places, 
upon the firit alarm of holtilities: but it was ex- 
pefled that the latt would make fome defence, as it 
was garrifoned by 140 Europeans, and 42o(epoys. 

M. Bussy invefted Vizagapatnam with 850 Eu¬ 
ropeans, 6000 fepoys, and 4000 pikemen, with 30 
pieces of cannon ; which foon obliged the place to 
surrender by capitulation, whereby it was agreed ; 

“ That the place, with its fortifications, artil¬ 
lery, marine and military (lores, arms, and other 
(lores, fliould be delivered up to the French com¬ 
pany ; as alfo all that (liould be found in the diffe- 
nent magazines belonging to the Englilh company : 

“ That the chief, the council, and all thofe 
employed in the Englifli company’s fetvice, the of¬ 
ficers and all others both civil and military, (hould 


be prifoners of war on their parole : 

“ That all the foldiers, Tailors, and other Eu- 
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of England, or until they ihould be exchanged." 
Betides, the capture of this place gave the French' 
the entire poffeffion of the coaft from Ganjam to 
Maflulipatnam. 

Affairs were not more fuccefsful inthefouthem 
provinces, where the rebel Poiygars had united 
their troops againft Mauphus Cawn, who obtained 
a complete viftory over them near Tinevelly, 
killed 2000 collieries, and took 300 horfe, with 
fome elephants; befides all their baggage and ar¬ 
tillery. After this viftory, Mauphus Cawn pre¬ 
vailed upon the Englith fepoys to quit Madura, 
and then feized upon that part of his brother’s do¬ 
minions as an ufurper. 

But® all the Englifh in thofe eaftern parts were 
greatly more concerned for the fudden and unex- 
pefted death of admiral Watfon, who loft his life 
by a fever in that country where he had eftabliihed 
an immortal reputation. He died on the 16th of 
Auguft 1757, and was buried the next day in the 
church of Calcutta; His corpfe was attended to the 
grave, by all the principal inhabitants of the place, 
wiio intended to ere<ft a handfome monument to his 
•memory. He was created vice-admiral of the red 
before an account of his death arrived in England j 
and a very elegant monument was erefted to his 
memory in Weftminfter- Abbey. 

Colonel Clive happily efcaped the dangers of 
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J 757 ky c°ir»™d° r e Stevens ; and, was feveral 
times vicarious over the French in thofe feas^ 
after which he returned full of glory to England, 
where he received thofe honors due to his diflin- 

^ But we fhall find, that the new Soubah was de- 
pofed, in November 1760, for his bad adminiftra- 
tion of government; and that his fon-in-law Mir 
Mahmud Coffim Allee Cawn fucceeded to the 
throne of Bengal. This great event was princi¬ 
pally brought about by the addrefs of Mr. Van- 
fittart, the prefident at Calcutta ; and as the princi¬ 
pal inhabitants of the country concurred therein, no - 
blood was fired. The new Soubah confirmed all " 
the company’s privileges, and granted manyvalu- 
able new ones, with the addition of' a confiderable 
funs of money : but even this Soubah was after¬ 
wards depofed by thofe who placed him on the 
throne, and Jaffier Allee Cawn was reflored. 

All this ihews, that the Britifii power is now 
more regarded than ever in the Eaft-lndies, where 
many (enfible people think we ought to have a mi¬ 
litary government; for the natives would pay no 
regard to the company if the governors were not 
looked on as appointed by the king. Our company, 
always make ufe of his majefty’s name, which is 
attended with good effects: but if tire governor 
was called his excellency, it would ftrike a terror 
in the natives, among whom every thing goes by 
external figure. Our company are at great expence 
in fupporting the dignity of their governors s but 
though the French company nominate their gover¬ 
nors, they mull be approved of by the king, 'Fire 
people of India defpife merchants, and honor fol- 
diers: if a foldier bows to the Soubah, he returns 
it; but never to a merchant. Even a naked, foldier 
is looked on as a gentleman in India, therefore our 
king’s foldiers appear great among them. It has 
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been thought, that if Calcutta, Madrafs, Bombay, 
and St. Helena, were each of them, with their de¬ 
pendencies, created into a feparate colony, with a 
governor appointed by the king, to be aflifted by a 
council and aflembly, chofen by the people, as in 
America, they would make as rich and flourilhing 
colonies as Virginia or Jamaica, Cnee their trade 
and commodities are' of more value: and if the 
free merchants there were incorporated with the 
black merchants, who are excefiive rich, and with 
the Indian artizans, who are fober and induftrious, 
thefe colonies would foon grow up to fuch a height 
as can hardly be conceived. They would be fo far 
from a monopolizing company, that they would 
not otdy be able to defray their own charges, but 
give afliftancj .towards paying off the national 
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B O OK IX. 

{he Military and Naval Operations in India, 
between the English, French, and 
Dutch, in the Tears 1757, 1758, 1759, 
and 1760, until the Departure of Admiral 
Pococke and Colonel Clive from Bengal 
to England. 


CHAP. 1/ 

Reinforcements fent from Encland end France to 
India, in 1757 ; and their arrival therein 1758, 
under commodore Stevens, and general Lally.— 



admiral Pococke in Madrafs-Road, on the 24th of 
. March 
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ills intentions. He proceeded forward in the hig(f 
road, without the lead appearance of his defign, 
until the elofe of the evening, when he wheeled off 
his troops towards the rice fields. They arrived at 
the plantations about ten that night s and after a 
mod fatiguing march of feven hours, unnoticed by 
the enemy, advanced within cannon-fhot of the 
fort, and were admitted undifcoveredv The ene¬ 
my’s attention had been drawn from that quarter, 
not only by its difficult accefs, but by a detachment 
of two companies of fepoys, whom the captain had 
ordered to march in the common road, and alarm 
the enemy on the other fide; which fervicc they 
effedlually performed,' and made their own retreat 
good through the woods, from whence they,jfound 
an opportunity to get into the town the following, 
night. M. d’Auteuil was alarmed at this unex- 
pefted attempt, and returned with his army to 
Pondicherry. 

Captain Caillaud having thus delivered Trichi- 
nopolifrom the French, returned with a reinforce-, 
ment toMadura, which he had left blocked up by the 
troops under the command of lieutenant Rumbold. 
A battery was erefted, which began to play on the 
pth of July ; a breach was made before noon ; the 
attack was formed, and the troops advanced to the 
breach by two o’clock of the fame day. The be- 
fieged gave them a-warm reception, killed 34 Eu¬ 
ropeans, and izo fepoys, bcfides many others 
wounded. The reft retreated, and were too much 
'difpirited to venture upon a lecond attack. Cap¬ 
tain Caillaud found it was impoffible to perfift in 
the affault, and made the proper difpofuions to re¬ 
duce the place by famine. But as this method 
might take up fo much time, as to prolong his (lay 
until the arrival of the French fleet: and as all the 
ftrength that could be collefted was neceffary for the 
defence :of the Englilh garrifons againft that event, 
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fee had orders to break up the blockade and return 
to his command at Trichinopoli: therefore he tried 
tvhat could be done by negociation ; and at length 
prevailed on Mauphus Cawn to give Madura up to 
the company for the fum of 170,000 rupees 5 and 
it was accordingly delivered into his power jult at 
the time the French fleet arrived. Captain Caillaud 
left a large garrifon of fepoys, under the command 
of Ifoaf Cawn, and returned co Trichinipoli. 

Colonel Ford was ordered by the prefidency of 
Madrafs to reduce the fort of Nellore*, which it 
was apprehended the Phoufdar would make over to 
the French. The colonel marched with too Euro- 
’ peans and 600 fepoys and Caffres, who invefted 
the place on the xft of May. They battered the 
fort three days,’and made a practicable breach on 
the 5th, when the aflauk began at the break of day. 
Fifty Caffres, under eniign Elliot, marched boldly 
co the foot of the breach. They were clofely fol¬ 
lowed by 300 fepoys, until thefe latter came within 
60 yards of the breach, where they Iheltered them- 
felves in a ditch, and could not be prevailed upon 
to advance a ftep farther; fo that the Europeans 
were obliged to march over them to the breach. 
This was executed with great intrepidity, and they 
advanced with the Caffres to the top of the breach, 
where they were vigoroufly oppofed by the Moors, 
armed with fire-locks, pikes, clubs, and ftones. 
The troops maintained the affault above half an 
hour, wb'en the colonel ordered a retreat; which 
was condufled with fuch good order, that not a 
man hurt after they had left the attack: but 
in the.aCtion there .were 36 Europeans killed, with 
about W Caffres. Thofe that were wounded were 
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rendered unfit for prefent fervice; and . there was 
i'carce a man in the breach who efcaped unhurt. 

Several other affions happened, with various 
fuccefs. The prefidency of Madrafs fent a body of 
troops, under the command of captain Polier, to 
reduce the French fort at Outremalotir; which he 
entered without oppofition, as the garrifon confided 
only of fepoys, who abandoned the place as lie ap¬ 
proached. Captain Polier left forty fepoys in gar¬ 
rifon there; but they were (bon after obliged to 
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Seldom had any convoy in that part of their voyage*' 
The French (hips were one of 64 guns, and a Si*. 
gate of 36, who fell in with the three Englilh (hips 
about 100 leagues eaft of the Cape, in the middle 
of June. Thofe fhips were the Houghton, captain 
Walpole, from Bombay and China; the Suffolk, 
captain Wilfon, and the Godolphin, captain Hutch- 
inlon, both from Fort St. George and China. The 
French fhips attacked them, with an affurance of 
vidlory over trading vefiels heavily laden: but the. 
three Englilh captains formed their fhips into a 
line, and fuftained a furious engagement for up¬ 
wards of three hours, in which the French made* 
repeated attempts to board, but were always re- ’ 
pulfed, and at laft fheered off, with the lofsoof 146 
inen killed and wounded. On boaVd the Englilh 
fhips, not fo much as one man was killed, and only 
one wounded ; which may feem very furprizing to 
every one that does not know the difference between 
the Englifh and French manner of fighting a.fhip. 
The French fhips returned to Pondicherry, and the 
three Englifh fhips arrived in the port of London 
on the 29th of Auguft. The Eaft-India company, 
on the 27th of September, ordered a gratuity of 
20001. to each company belonging to thofe lhips, 
as a reward for their courage and fidelity. 


CHAP. 




THE EAST-INDIES. 275 


CHAP. II. 

the British parliament gram 20,000 l. to the East- 
India company in 1758: and the viceroy 0/Ben¬ 
gal mokes them a large grant, the nature of 
colonel Clive’s jaghire; and the difputes thereon. 
—tranfaSions on the coaft of Coromandel in 
1758. the jirfi engagement between admiral Po- 
cock andM. d’Achb. the French take Cud- 
dalore and Fort St. David, the fecondallion 
between the Engliih and French fquadrons—M. 

' Lally takes the fort of Devi-Cottah ; and in¬ 
vades the kingdom of Tanjore, where he is repul- 
fed, "and returns to Pondicherry. He invejls 
Madrass. —Affairs in Golconda. 

T H E Britilh parliament, in the fupplies for the 
fervice of the year 1758, granted the fum of 
20,0001. to be paid to the Eaft-India company, 
towards enabling them to defray the expence of a 
military force in their fettlements, to be maintained 
by them, in lieu of the battalion of his majefty’s 
forces withdrawn from thofe fettlements. 

While colonel Clive was commander in chief in 
Bengal, the Englilh company acquired great power 
and influence in that country, where they obtained 
large diftri&s, which produced near 600,0001. a 
year to them. The viceroy Jaffier Allee Cawn alfo 
compenfated the fervices of colonel Clive with a 
grant of about 27,0001. fterling a year; and ho¬ 
nored him with the dignity of an omrah : but after 
his return to England, thofe grants were contefted 
by the company ; which makes it neceffary to ftate 
that matter in its genuine light. 

It ihould be obferved, that, upon the original 
foundation of the Mogul. empire, all the lands, 
like thofe in England, were in the crown, who 
T 3 granted 
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granted the rents, in the nature of the fee-farm 
rents in England. Theie lands were, and now-are* 
called Lai fa lands, or lands belonging to the crown; 
the rents whereof, for feveral years, were received 
by officers appointed within the provinces by. the 
emperor for that purpofe; and the Nabobs, who 
were then viceroys to the Mogul, had petitions af- 
figned them to maintain their courts, and fupporc 
their governments: but that method has been 
changed for a. great number of years pad; and the 
emperors, infleacl of petitions, allotted to the Na¬ 
bobs large quantities of land within the provinces, 
to be difpoled of and managed for their own bene-' 
fit. Theie lands were, and itiil are, called jaghire 
lands, for which no taxes are paid. As to Hie reft 
of the lands within the provinces the Nabobs farmed 
the lame of the Mogul at a certain yearly fum. 
This alteration being received into the [Mogul go¬ 
vernment, it became immaterial to the Mogul what 
the Nabobs did with the rents: the yearly fum fti- 
pulated was all that he expected, and that they were 
obliged to pay; fo that all the rents, and alfo the 
lands that produced them, wore under the power of 
the Nabobs, who difpoled of them as they thought 
fit, and out of them conferred favors on whom they 
pleaded. 

. The Nabobs granted zemindaries, or leafes, of 
all the lands from time to time at'their pleafure, or 
as becafion required-; in which ftate the ufage and 
conftitution of the Mogul empire flood at the death 
of Aurengzebe: but after the death of that mo¬ 
narch, the. Nabobs began to affume fovereign au¬ 
thority, and the invafion of Kouli Khan rendered 
that fovereignty abfolute : fo that the Nabobs have 
for many years exercifed all thofe fovereign rights* 
regarding the lands and revenues of the provinces, 
which:the Mogul emperors ever had. 


The 






s;8 A VOYAGE TO 

It appears by the direftor’s letters, that the 
Dutch, as well' as the Englilh, confidered the Na¬ 
bob in that light. However, the Dutch, to give 
fome color for their complaints againft the Englilh 
company, made ufe of the following allegation: 

“ The Mogul is fovereign of the country, and we 
derive from him, under repeated phirmaunds, a 
right to a free navigation from thence to other 
places; and this right we cannot be deprived of, 
without infringing the phirmaunds of the Great 
Mogul s which the Nabob, who is only governor 
of a province, is not authorized to do.” 

It was in anfwer to this allegation the declaration • 
above-mentioned was made by the Englilh direftors, ' 
■who found themfclves under the fatal neceffity, on 
behalf of the company, to make ufe of the fame 
reafons fur juftifying their conduft towards colonel 
Clive, as the Dutch made ufe of to juftify theirs to¬ 
wards the company. There are many jaghires in 
the province of Bengal, granted by former Nabobs, 
that have fubfrled for feveral generations ; yet, as 
to the jaghire granted by Meer Jaffier to colonel 
Clive, the Englilh company at once alledged, it 
was an illegal aft in the Nabob ; and at the fame 
time admitted that the company were in the enjoy¬ 
ment of all the lands afterwards granted to them by 
his fuccefibr, without paying or being fubjeft to 
any rent at all. 

Colonel Clive’s jaghire was regularly paid to 
him in India until the year 1760, and was after¬ 
wards remitted to him in England until 1763, when 
it was Hopped on the following pretences. I. That 
the Mogul was fovereign of the provinces of Ben¬ 
gal, Bahar and'Orixa, and proprietor of all the 
lands within thofe provinces; and that the rents 
granted to the colonel were the ancient imperial 
rents referved and payable to the emperor; and 
that, therefore, the Nabob could not grant or alie- 
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Date the fame from the imperial crown.; and that 
the company might be called to an account by the 
emperor for what they had paid to him : nor was 
that all the company feemed to expeft, but that the 
colonel was accountable to them for what he had re¬ 
ceived. II. That fuppofe the Nabob had a right to 
alienate thofe rents, fuch alienation could exifl no 
longer than the Nabob who granted the fame con¬ 
tinued in his government, and that fuch alienation 
was not binding on his fucceffor; fo that when 
Meer Jaffier became depofed, the grant became of 
no effea. III. That colonel Clive’s acceptance of 
' the dignity of an otnrah, or title of honor, was 
contrary to his duty to the company; as he might 
be obliged, by fuch acceptance, to aliift the Mogul 
and the NaboU in war, even againft the company. 
IV. That if the colonel had a right, even then he 
had no remedy in England ; but muft refort to the 
court of the mayor of Calcutta, or to the courts of 
the emperor at Delhi, or the court of the Nabob. 

The firft reafon has been already refuted above; 
and the fecond appears to be as badly founded. As 
to the third reafon, it (hould be obferved, that the 
titles of honor ufed in Europe, are unknown to the 
Indians, whofe titles are diftinguilhed only by a 
number of azaras, or 1000 horfe, from two to. 
10,000, which is the highelt, and was the title of 
the fon of the Great Mogul. The number of 6000 
exprefies the dignity of an omrah, but not any lefs 
numbers and the equipage of the perfon on whom 
fuch honors are bellowed, are proportioned by the 
ufage of the country to his rank. Hence, it as ap¬ 
parent, no perfon can be ennobled in India, unlefs 
the rank and number he is appointed to be exprelfed 
in the patent; which is a mere compliment, that 
does not lay an obligation on the part of the perfon 
receiving fuch honor, to render the Mogul any fer- 
. vices whatever. But the true tenor of the honor. 
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was no more than a perfonal favor to colonel Clive, 
and-to give him rank among the princes and great 
men of that country ; which might have been of 
fervice to the company in his negociations and Cranf- 
a&ions witlv them. M. Dupleix obtained a title of 
honor inferior to that conferred on colonel-Clive, 
and had fcveral jaghires granted him by the Na- 
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had appointed colonel Clive governor of their fet- 
tlements in that kingdom, where every thing wore 
an afpeft of tranquility, and admiral Pocock re¬ 
turned to the coaft of Coromandel, where the 
French were malting great preparations to diftrefs 
the Englilh fettlements, and even to befiege Ma- 
drafs. 

On the 27th of January 1758, the French fqua- 
dron failed from the Me of France, and appeared 
on the coaft of Coromandel in the middle of April. 
This fquadron was commanded by the count 
d’Ache, and confifted of nine fliips and two frigates*} 
with general Lally and his troops on board. 

Admiral Pocock was joined by commodore 
Steveffs in Madrafs-road on the 24th of March, 
with the reinforcements from England ; upon which 
he put the fquadron in the bed condition poffible 
for the fea, and failed on the 17th of April with 



Total 640 4980 

feven 
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feven fhips of the line, one frigate, and a (tore-(hip** 
with a view to get to windward of St. David’s ta- 
intercept.the French fquadron, which, by his inteb 
ligence, he had reafon to expeft. 

The French fquadron appeared off Fort St. 
David on the 28th of April at nine in the morning, 
and blocked up his majefty’s (hips the Bridgewater 
and Try ton of 20 guns, and 150 men each, com¬ 
manded by captain William Martin and captain 
Edmund Townley, who found there was no pofli- 
bility of efcaping, and therefore run their (hips on 
lhore, burnt them, and retired to the fort with all 
their men and ftores. Though the fquadron wanted ' 
refrefhmerits and water, it was refolved to take 
advantage of the confternation at Cuddalofb f, to 
block it up by fea; while M. Laity (hould march 
from Pondicherry to inveft it by land. Accordingly, 
the Comte de Provence and the Diligent were lent 
to land him and fome of the troops at Pondicherry, 
with orders to rejoin the fquadron immediately after 
that was done. 

M. Lallv appeared early the next morning 
within the diftrift of Fort St. David: but the de¬ 
barkation of the troops on board the (hips, and 


* Ships. Guns. Men. Commanders. 

Yjymouth 6+ 540 Adm. Pocock, capt. Harrifon. 




Weymouth did not bear away at the fame time, he 
made their lignals. 

The French fired upon the Engiifh, as they were 
going down: but admiral Focock did not make the 
fignal to engage until he was within half mufket- 


* According to the French account the Sulphide frigate 
made the fignal of feeing a fquadron of nine (hips; and M. 
D’Ache drew up in line of battle, 

lliot 




2S4 A V O YA G E TO 
(hot of the Zodiaque; which was about three 
o’clock : a few minutes after, perceiving the fhips: 
were n'ot all got clofe enough to the enemy, he 
made the fignal for a clofer engagement, which was 
immediately complied with by the (hips in the van. 
At half paft four, obferving the rear of the French 
line had drawn up pretty clofe to the Zodiaque, the 
admiral made fignals for the Cumberland, New- 
caftle, and Weymouth, to make fail up, and en¬ 
gage dole. 

Soon after M. d’Ache broke the line, and put 
before the wind. His fecond a-ftern, who kept on 
the Yarmouth's quarter moft part of the aflion, 
then came up along fide, gave his fire, and bore 
away. The other two (hips in the rear rames up in 
like manner, and then bore away. Admiral Pococlc 
then hauled down the fignal for the line s and made 
the fignal tor a general chace. 

About half paft five, the enemy were joined by 
the two (hips from Pondicherry about four miles to 
leeward; upon which they hauled their wind, and 
flood to the weftward, with their larboard tacks on 

The Englifii fquadron was greatly delayed in 
their chace, by the damage of the Yarmouth, Eli¬ 
zabeth, Tyger, and Salifbury, in their malts, yards, 
fails, and rigging, which prevented their keeping 
up with the reft, that had not differed in the rear., 
This inability, and the approach of the night, 
made it advifeable for the admiral to haul clofe 
upon a-wind, and make a fignal to leave off chace: 
he therefore flood to the iouth-weft, to keep to 
windward of the enemy, in hopes of being able to 
engage them next morning : but as they (hewed no 
lights, nor made any night-'fignals that could be 
obferved by the Queenborough, who was ordered 
a-head to watch their motions, the admiral conclu¬ 
ded they had weathered him in the night, by being 
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able to carry more fail; However, lie continued 
his endeavors to work up after them, until fix in 
the morning on the ill of May, when finding he 
loft ground confiderably, he came to . an anchor 
about three leagues to the northward of Sadrais, 
and fent an officer to the chief of that fettlement for 
intelligence, who informed him, that the Bien Aime 
of 74 guns had received io much damage in the 
adtion, that they were obliged to run her on fhore a 
little to the fouthward of Alemparvey *, where the 
French fquadron was at anchor; but all the crew 
were faved. 

- This adtion was about feven leagues weft by north 
■ from Alemparvey : the admiral had not any cettain 
accoun* of the enemy’s lofs ; but from the reports 
of the Dutch, and feveral French officers, they had 
600 men killed in the adtion, and many wounded: 
whereas the Englith had only 29 men killed, and 
89 wounded. The French fquadron retreated to 
Pondicherry, where they landed their money, (lores, 
and troops; while the Englilh fquadron failed to 
Madrafs to refit. 

Admiral Pocock obferved, that commodore 
Stevens, captain Kempenfelt, captain Latham, and 
captain Somerfet, who were in the van, behaved as 
became gallant officers; and that captain Harrifon’s 
behavior, as well as all the officers and men belong¬ 
ing to the Yarmouth, gave him fenfible fatisfadlion. 
Had the captains in the rear done their duty as well, 
the admiral would have had great pleafure in 
commending them : but their manner of adting 
in the engagement appeared fo faulty to himj 
that, on his return to Madrafs, he ordered a court 
martial to affemble, and enquire into their con¬ 
duit. In confequence of which, captain Vinceno 


t Alatnparva, Lampraavcy, or Alinaparaghc. 
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was fenteneed to be difmiffed from the com* 
mand of the Weymouth captain Legge to be ca* 
Jhiered from his Majefty fervice; and captain Bre- 
reton to lofe one year’s rank as a pofl: captain. 

Admiral PoCock repaired the moft material 
damages of his ihips, took on board izo recovered 
men from the hofpital, and 84lafcars ; after which, 
he put to fea on the iOth of May, with an intent 
to get up to Fort St. David’s ; but was not able to 
effect it. He got fight of Pondicherry on the 30th.; 
and the next morning the French f'quadron, which 
had been there ever fince the 5th, (food out of the 
road, and got away, notwithftanding the admiral’s - 
utmoft endeavours to come up with them. On the 
6th of June, he.received an account, that Fort St. * 
David’s had furrendered to the Trench; upon 
which, he returned to Madrafs to refrelh his fqua- 

The French fquadron failed off the Ifland of 
Ceylon, and before Negapatnam and Carical, from 
the 9th to the 17th of June; in which cruize it 
took the Experiment brigantine, captain Whitehead, 
and fent her to Pondicherry : and from the 17th of 
June to the 26th of July the fquardon remained be¬ 
fore Pondicherry, to repair the damage it had re¬ 
ceived, and take in frefir provifions. 
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Queenborough. Another (hip, called the Reftitu- 
tion, bound to Pondicherry from Carrica], was run 
on (bore near Porto Novo by admiral Pocock, who 
fent his boats to fet her on fire. 

The French fquadron continued in Pondicherry 
road until the 3d of September, when they failed 
for the iflands to clean and refit; two of their (hips 
being in a very bad condition, and the others con- 
fiderably damaged. The Queenborough was fent 
off Ceylon to watch their motions : but the French 
fliips arrived on the 13th of November at the Ifle 
< of France, where they were joined by three men of 
' war*. 

Theredullm Fort St. David, by tin French 
army, under the command of general Lally, in 
1758. 

The Engliih were greatly deficient in regard to 
land forces, and the re-eftablilhing of Bengal had 
greatly exhaufted them of men on the coaft of 
Coromandel, where all their military force con¬ 
fided of no more than 700 effeftive troops ; while 
M. Lally was at the head of 5000 men well dif- 
ciplined and officered fo that it is no wonder Fort 
St. David fell a facrifke. 

General Lally marched from Pondicherry to 
Fort St. David, with an army of 3500 Europeans, 
and a large body of fepoys. Their vanguard, com¬ 
pered of the French horle, a battalion of the re¬ 
giment of-I.orrain, 200 of the company’s troops, 
and 100 .artillery-men, with eight pieces of cannon, 


Commanders. 

M. L’Agoilie. 

M. de Rnis!™' 

accompanied 
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accompanied by 4000 fepoys, entered the diftrift 
of Fort St. David on the 29th of April. They 
plundered the villages, and deftroyed the out-pofts, 
until they came to Cuddalore, which they invefted, 
and obliged to furrender on the 3d of May, with 
permifiion for the garrifon to retreat to Fort St. 
David, with their arms *. 

The French then began the fiege of Fort St. 
David, and fired upon it from Cuddalore on 
the 16th with two guns ; as alfo with five mortars 
from the new town on the 17th : but, on the 26th, 
a battery was opened at the diftance of between 
eight and nine hundred yards \yeft; another of', 
nine guns and three mortars between feven and 
eight hundred yards north; and another of four 
guns at about the fame diftance to the north-eaft. 

The country troops and artificers deferted the 
place, which was badly fortified, and poorly de¬ 
fended. No breach was made; but thirty guns 
and carriages were difmounted and difabled ; be- 
fides many of the parapets, platforms, and other 
works, were deftroyed by the ffiot and Ihells. Wa¬ 
ter was difficult to be got, as the refervoirs had 
fuffered by the bombardment, and the beft well was 
deftroyed. Ammunition grew alfo fcarce, as it 
had been inconfiderately fired away before the be- 
fiegershad erefted their batteries. 

, Major Poiier commanded in the fort, and find¬ 
ing it untenable, he defired Alexander Wynch, 
Elquire, who afted as deputy-governor, to hold a 
council of war; which was accordingly done, when 
it was unanimoufiy agreed, by Mr. Wynch, and 
the gentlemen of the council, to furrender the place 
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upon terms of capitulation. The principal articles 
granted by general Tally were, “ That the garri- 
fon ihould be allowed the honors of war; be ex¬ 
changed; and allowed to carry with them their 
baggage and effefts: that care ihould be taken of 
the fick and wounded; and defertcrs Ihould be 
pardoned, upon condition of returning to their co¬ 
lors : but that two commiffaries ihould be appoint¬ 
ed and remain to deliver up the magazines and 
military ftores; as alfo to ihew the French en¬ 
gineers all the mines and fubterraneous works.” 
Thefe articles were figned, on the 2d of June, by 
' “ Ar. Wynch; P. Polier de Bottens; and Rich. 
Fairfield on the part of the Engliih: and by 
“ Tally,” onjihe French part. 

The garrifon confided only of 200 Europeans, 
82 invalids, and 35 of the artillery, with 2po Tea¬ 
men ; who, together with their officers, the deputy 
governor, and council, were carried prifoners to 
Pondicherry. The French afterwards deftroyed the 
fortifications of Fort St. David, and reduced the 
whole to an heap of ruins ; as they had done at 
Madrafs, in 1746 *. M. Tally extended his power 
to the wanton deftrudtion of villas, and the neat 
buildings in the adjacent country; but he after¬ 
wards paid dearly for this barbarity. The country 
people had it in their power to cut off fupplies from 
his army; and they carried their refentment fo 
high, that the French were great fufferers by fa¬ 
mine at the liege of Tanjore. 

The prefidency of Madrafs were much alarmed 
at the lofs of St. David, and ordered an enquiry to 
be made into the whole affair by lieutenant-colonel 
Draper, affiiled by the majors Brereton and Cail- 
laud, whofe opinion was, that the articles of capi- 


* See the Inttodu&ion to this Volatile, 
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tulation 




and had a wet ditch to fill up and pafs before I 
place could be attempted by a regular aflat 
Major Polier had ferved the company with mi 
reputation ; but was dejefted on this occafion. 

AfTEts thefurrender of Fort St. David, M. La 
marched againft Devi-Cotah ", which was evaeu 
ed by the garrifon, who were ordered to retreat 
Madrafs; as alfo were the garrifons of Are 
Chinglapet, and Carangoly, that the prefider 
might be guarded agslinlt an attack. 

Arran the furrender of Fort St. David, . 
Lally marched with 2500 men into the lpng 
Tanjore's country, to try, either by tseaty or threa 
to procure a fum of money from him; and, t 
on being refufed feventy two lack of rupees, 
900,000 b fterling, which he had demanded, by -v 
Cue of a note extorted from that prince, by the Fret 
army and Chunda Saib in 1749, + he plundei 
Nagore, a trading town on the fea-coaft, and tl 
Starched to the capital, which he befteged. 1 
Taitjoreins defended themfelves under the co 
mand of Monackjee, and were affifted by 1200 
poys and 400 colleries, with fome European gt 
nets fent from Trichinopoli, who made feve 


Pondicherry, from w 






THE EAST-INDIES, 293 
■ 5! Shall I mention to you our unfortunate ex¬ 
pedition to Tanjore ? Bad news is intereftjng,. but 
painful to the writer. We laid fiege to Tanjo.r.e, 
and made a breach, but were obliged to retire for 
want of proyifions and ammunition, leaving behip.fi 
us nine pieces of cannon, eight of which were 24 
pounders. The army has f'uffered greatly from 
Ifijnger, third, watching, and fatigue. We have 
loft near 200 men, as well by dpfercion as by death. 
This checlf is very detrimental to us, as well with 
regard to our reputation, as the real lofs we Coffer¬ 
ed. Add to fhis, the departure of our fleet, which 
is failed to the iflands to refit, having been roughly 
handled in a fecopd engagement, on the 3d of Au- 
guft, 'In which we loll 350 men. Poor French I 
what a fituation are we in ? what projedb we 
thought ourfelves capable of executing, and how 
greatly are we difappointed in the hopes we con¬ 
ceived of taking Fort St. David! what will becotpe 
of us ? I am not appreheniive for myfelf, but am 
forry to fee we do not ihine. The troops are dif- 
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from Batavia, bound to Negapatnam, and took 
out of her in fpecie, to the amount of eight lack of 
rupees, or 50001. fterling. 

The company’s Ihip the Pitt arrived at Madrafs 
on the 14th of September, with colonel Draper on 
board, and a detachment of his regiment, which 
Was fent to replace that of colonel Aldercron’s: 
upon which M. Lally cantoned his troops in Ae 
Arcot province, and inarched into the city of Arcot 
without oppofition on the 4th of Oflober. 

When the French retreated from the country of 
Tanjore, they alfo abandoned Seringham, which „ 
captain Caillaud took poffeiBon of before he left , 
Trichinopoli, from whence he marched wph 250, 
men, and embarked on board the fleet at Negapat¬ 
nam. They landed at Madrafs on the 25th of 
September, when admiral Pocock returned to Booh 
bay, after leaving a captain and a lieutenant, with 
103 marines, to reinforce the garrifon, 

Many other meafures were taken for the feciv 
rity of Madrafs -, particularly leveral bodies of auxi¬ 
liaries were follicited from Morarow, the king of 
Tanjore, Tondeman, and other Polygars: but the 
French did not make any declared difpofitions for 
the attack of this feitlement until the latter end of 
the yean However, they took Tripafibre *, and 
continued fome time at Conjeveram, where they 
colle&ed ammunition and flores, until they were 
' joined by M. Bufly, with 300 horfe and 400 foot, 
from Golconda. They were defeated in their de- 
figns upon the important poll: of Chinglapet -f, a- 
gainft which they advanced with an army of 400 
Europeans, and yoofepoys, with five pieces of can¬ 
non : but they defified from their attempt, on find¬ 
ing that the place was garrifontd by 70 Europeans, 


» pr Tirupafftir, 4 See this Volume, p.124. 

J2 gunners, 
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12 gunners, and 1000 fepoys, who would have gi¬ 
ven them much trouble to take it, and have hurt 
their grand objedt, the fiege of Madrafs, which was 
undertaken in the middle of December 1758. 

Issouf Cawn marched from Triehinopoli with 
2000 fepoys, who took Elavafanore, and joined 
captain Prefton at Chinglapet: but, on the 12th of 
December, the French army began to inveft Ma- 
drafs s of which I fhftll give a particular account in 
the next chapter; and, in the mean time, lhall take, 
notice, of fome tranfadlions in Golconda. 

M. JLallv ordered M. Bufiy and M. Moracin to 
join him with part of their forces from Golconda 
to inveft Fort St. George ; and to leave the other 
part (Jf the army, under the command of the mar¬ 
quis de Conflans, at Maffulipatnam. When M. 
Bulfy was withdrawn, the Raja of Vifanapore 
nnarched with 3000 men to Vizagapatnam, impri- 
foned the French chief, hoifted Englilh colors, and 
plundered the fadiory. This incited M. de Conflans 
to march againft the capital of Vifanapore, wliofe 
Raja foliicited affiftance from Calcutta, which was 
. tefufed by the council, who looked upon it to be 
too hazardous an enterprize : but cplonel Clive was 
.of a very different opinion, as he confidered the 
plan in a more general view. He had often feen an 
army of French flying before a fmall body of Eng¬ 
lilh troops on the coaft of Coromandel, and he 
tightly judged, that fuch an attempt would greatly 
(Contribute to the prefervation of Madrais. Poffef- 
fed with thefe hopes, and animated by experience, 
Jre brought the council into his meafures; in con¬ 
sequence of which, colonel Forde embarked with 
500 Europeans, a confiderable body of fepoys, and 
,a proper train of artillery, on the 12th of Odtober, 
and' arrived at Vizagapatnam on the 20th. He 
' joined the Raja’s army, of 4000 men, on the 3d of 
November, and marched againft theenemy.who con- 
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fitted of 500 Europeans, Sooq fepoys, and a great 
number of country troops, with a large train of 
artillery, ftrqngly encamped near the village 0 f 
Tallapool, about forty miles from Raja-Mundry, 
CotoNEL Forde attacked the French, on the 7th 
qf December, and obtained a complete viflory. 
The Englilh had 42 Europeans killed and wound¬ 
ed: the French had J58 killed and wounded: but 
great numbers of the country forces fell on both 
fides. The Englilh troops took poflefiion of the 
French camp, in which they found all their bag¬ 
gage, ordnance, ammunition, tents, and equipage. 
TheFrench retreated to Raja-Mundry,from whence" 
they were difpoffeired by captain Knox. The mili¬ 
tary ftores were kept for the company : buttolonel 
Forde fold every thing elfe by'amttioh, and divided 
their produce among the foldiers for their good be- 


C H A P. III. 

‘ ibe ftege of Madrass, began by the French on 
the 1 ?.th of , December 1758, and ended on the vjth 
of February 1759. 

M L A L L Y received a large reinforcement, 
, and encamped on St. Thomas’s mount, 
about nine miles from the town, on the 10th of 
December 1758, with 3500 Europeans, 2009 le- 
poys, and 2000 horfe; while the Englilh troops 
under colonel Lawrence, retreated to Choultry- 
plain. The French advanced guard took pofFat 
Matmelan *, from whence their whole army mov¬ 
ed'on the 12th; and the Englilh .troops cannonaded 
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them for about an hour as they crofied Choultry- 
plain. The Englilh killed about forty men, with¬ 
out any lofs on their fide, as the French had little 
artillery, and ill ferved. 

The French marched in three divifions; the fir ft 
towards the Englilh troops, the fecond towards Eg* 
more, and the third down the road of St. Thomas. 
Colonels Lawrence and Draper were afraid that 
this laft might get poffeflion of the ifland bridge, 
and therefore retired to the ifland : the fame morn¬ 
ing part of their troops came into the garrifon, and 
, part took pofiefiion of the forts in the Black Town. 

. The fame morning the French hoifted their flag at 
Egmoj;e and St. Thomas. The 13th every thing was 
quiet; not a gun fired on either fide : but on the 
14th, in the morning, the French marched their w hole 
force to attack the Black Town. The Englilh fmall 
parties retreated into garrifon ; and, about an hour 
after, a grand fally was made by colonel Draper. 

The Black Town was too large to be defended: 
but the hafty retreat of the piquets to the fort {truck 
fuch a pannic into the inhabitants, that men, wo¬ 
men and children thronged into the fort for protec¬ 
tion. As this required feme immediate relief to keep 
up the fpirits of the garrifon; colonel Draper pro- 
pofed to make a fally upon the French while they 
were intent only upon plundering, and offered him- 
lelf to command a party for that fervice. This pro- 
pofal was approved of by governor Pigot and co¬ 
lonel Lawrence; who furnilhed colonel Draper with 
500 Europeans, and two field-pieces; and ordered 








ftreet, where the ftreets interfered, andga 
«f the Lorrain regiment and Indian 
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Laity’s brigade of frelh men advanced to fupport 
the regiment of Lorrain. 

Colonel Draper made his retreat down the ftreet 
to the eaftward from the fquare: but had the misfor¬ 
tune to lofe eighty men, who were intercepted and 
taken prifoners. However, the colonel was fear 
fonably joined by major Brerecon, and made a fafe 
retreat to the fort, with little lofs though Lally’s 
regiment planted themfelves at the little bridge, 
and fired brifkly with two field pieces and grape, 
as the troops marched to the entrance of the town 
at the north ravelin. 

Both armies were greatly weakened by this at¬ 
tack, in which the Englilh had 103 men taken pri¬ 
foners* of whom 19 were wounded, 12 came in 
wounded, and 49 were left dead on the fpot; among 
thefe were major Polier, captain Hume, and enfign 
Chafe, mortally wounded ; captain-lieutenant Bil- 
hock killed; lieutenants Smith.and Blair wounded 
and taken; and captain Pafcal and lieutenant Elliot 
Ihot through the body; fo that the Englilh lolt 
eight officers, and 194 men. The French fuftained 
a greater lofs; for, on their fide, they had major 
Soubinet, M. Rabout, and five other officers killed, 
befides 24 wounded; with 363 private men killed 
and wounded : but they were fenfibly affedted by 
the lofs of the count d’Eftaing, who was taken pri- 
foner in the beginning; for he afted as brigadier 
general, and was reputed an excellent officer. 

During the fally, the French fired feveral (hot 
from .fome field pieces into the fort; but did no da¬ 
mage. Neither did the artillery in the fort attempt 
any farther than to difturb the befiegers where it was 
thought they might be at work; Mr. Call, the 
chief engineer, being employed in feveral neceffary 
works to fecum their water, to remove obftrudtions 
on the ramparts, and to fet ,up a pallifadoe in an 0- 
pening under the fouth flank of the royal baftion. 
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The beficgers continued their fire ail the next day, 
and loft leveral men by defection, who came into 
the fort with their arms. 

The reports of a difagreement among the of- 
fleers, and the difguft fhewn by the men in the 
French camp, encouraged the befieged to try the 
iffue of another fally. A party of forty volunteers, 
and as many fepoys, were ordered for this fervice on 
the 16th. They marched out fecretly at eleven at 
night for the Black Town, to give the French an 
alert, and to nail up fome pieces of cannon that 
were planted in the ftreets: but they had not pro¬ 
ceeded much beyond the glacis, before the French' 
advanced centinels fired, and alarmed their whole 
force; which obliged the Englifh party t<?return 
back to the fort. The next night, the French re¬ 
turned the compliment by a pretended ’attack, 
which ended with a few men only, who advanced 
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major left his men to follow him, and proceeded to 
the mount of St. Thomas, where he met with 2000 
horfe, and 1500 fepoys, under Woof Cawn; which 
were joined by captain Prefton, with part of the 
garrilbn of Chinglapet, confifting of 60 Europe¬ 
ans, and 500 fepoys, with three cannon •, and by 
captain Vafferot with ten of his troop. Captain 
Prefton from his advantageous fituation at the 
mount greatly annoyed the befiegers, from whom 
he took feveral convoys, and particularly one with 
a large quantity of arms, ammunition, bullocks, 

, and tents for 3000 men. He alfo repulfed feveral 
,' detachments from the enemy’s main army; and in 
one adtion treated the black forces fo feverely, that 
they were obliged to move off towards Arcot to re- 

Major Caillaud joined the Tanjorean troops to 
thofe at the mount, where he took ’the command, 
and was attacked by the French. M. Lally was 
fenfible of the check' this flying camp could always 
give to his operations, and was convinced that no¬ 
thing lefs would do, than a fufficient force to crufh 
them effpdtually. He detached 600 Europeans, and 
1500 fepoys, with 300 European dragoons, too 
huffars, and 1000 morattas, with ten pieces of can¬ 
non,, to attack the Engiifh catnip'bit the mount. 
Day-light difcovered the French, and' a fevere can¬ 
nonade began. 

The French cavalry pulhed to the right, and 
made a ftatid when they catiie within 300 paces of 
the E'rrglifh front; while their fepoys endeavoured 
to occupy all the banks and places on the left, 
where they could be under cover. When the French 
horfe advanced to charge, the Engiifh horfe gave 
Way and fled ’: the French puribed till -they were 
flopped by a party of foot, whofe fire obliged them 
to retreat. However, the village was well defend¬ 
ed : it was twice taken and retaken ; but, after a 
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diipute of three hours, it was loft by the rafline® 
of die officer who commanded that poft. He faw 
the French retreat in fome confufion, and impru¬ 
dently purfued, without obferving a party ready to 1 
fupport them: that party Hopped him, and drove 
him out of the village, which he could not recover* 

It was now about ten in the morning, when the 
french grew tired of attaching, and contented 
themfelves with cannonading until four in the af¬ 
ternoon, when they renewed their attack • but iti 
vain. Major Caillaud had fo judiciouliy lined the 
garden walls, that the French found it impoffibleto 
advance through their fire,, and thought ferioutfy ' 
of a retreat, which they effefted without farther lofs,- ' 
At the clofe of the evening they moved off their 
artillery, and foon after their whole body followed j 
which was a happy cireumftance for the Engliih 
troops, who had exhaufted all their ammunition 
for the artillery, and had little left for the muflcetry. 
Major Caillaud remained two' hours on the field of 
battle, and then marched to Chinglapet, the only 
place where he could be fupplicd *. The French 
lofs on this occafion was 176 Europeans killed and 
wounded, and about 300 fepoys: but the Englirfi 
lofs was not half lb much. 

M. Lallv relied much on the fuccefs of this de¬ 
tachment, fo that his operations went (lowly on 
againft the fort until their return. He had feized 
upon the town of Sadrafs, from whence he expelled 
the Dutch garrifon, and put fome French troops in 
the place, which he refoived to make a magazine, 
as it was equally diftant from Pondicherry and Ma- 
drafs. Major Caillaud made an attempt to difpof- 
fefs the French from Sadrafs, which is twenty miles 
from Chinglapet, and difpofed his march fo as to 
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arrive there before day-light: but he was milled by 
his guides, which difappointed his fcheme, as he 
had not a fufficient Force to make a regular attack. 

The garrifon at Fort St. George took every pre¬ 
caution for defence, and tried every art to annoy 
the befiegers, who, on the 17th of December, open¬ 
ed their trenches, and threw up a breaft-work from 
the houfes on the beach near the old town, to the 
fea-lide. The next day they threw up another brealt- 
work, about fixty feet in length, and 100 yards ad¬ 
vanced before the other. Both thefe retrenchments 
terminated on the furf 5 the latter at the diftance of 
about 500 yards from the north-eaft faliant angle 
of the covered way.^ It was therefore refolved by the 
befiegSti, that glattorms (houid be raifed in the cover¬ 
ed way, fuffici'ently high for field-pieces, on covered 
way carriages, to fire over the parapet: to raife a 
parapet of the demi-baftion, near the faliant angle, 
two or three feet higher than the reft; and to eredt 
a traverfe on the eaft wing, to prevent an enfilade : 
to raife the blind before the north-eaft baftion, fo 
high as would juft admit the guns to fire over it at 
the enemy’s works: to clofe the paflage between 
the upper and lower flank of the demi-baftion in 
the fecureft manner: and to put the north ravelin 
in the belt condition of defence. 

On the 19th at night, a fubaltern on duty in the 
horth-eaft angle of the covered way, with 21 men 
and fome fepoys, was ordered to /ally on the re¬ 
trenchment and works fuppofedto be carrying on by 
the befiegers: but as the Tally was made before it 
was dark, they were difcovered, and retired, with 
the lofs of one European killed and two wounded, 
befides fome fepoys who were killed in their flight. 

FrvE Chelingas had been obferved in the morn¬ 
ing going out of St. Thomas’s bar, and failed to 
the fouthwafd, as was apprehended, for ftores. 
Jamaul Saib, who commanded the company’s fe- 

Vou, II. X poys, 
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poys, was defirous of attacking St. Thomas at 
night, and was font out with 1000 of his men; but 
he miftook his way, and was fired upon by a patty 
of French fepoys, who were ftationed in Mr. Pow- 
ney’s houfe; which fo much intimidated his men, 
that moft of them threw down their arms, and he 
was obliged to return. 

On the 20th the bcficgers threw up an imperfeft 
communication from the firft to the fecond bread- 
work ; while the befieged fired (hot or {hells, every 
eight or ten minutes, on the place where they fuf- 
pefted the enemy would Work, which retarded their 

^Advice was brought in, that the befieggrs had 
two guns at Trivelcane, and few troops at St. Tho¬ 
mas.: upon which, about ten in the morning of the 
2t ft, town-major Bannatyne and enfign Crawley 
were fent out with 1000 fepoys, and 20 Europeans, 
who went along the beach to the fouthward, croffed 
the bar, and marched through the village beyond 
the governor’s garden, where they furprized three 
pofts of fepoys, intercepted fome letters, and took 
fome prifoners: but were obliged to return, on fee¬ 
ing a fuperior force drawn up near Mr. Turing’s 

M. Tally, by a letter to count d’Eftaing, who 
was prifoner in the fort, complained that Iflfouf Cawn 
was committing great devaluations to the fouthward, 
near Pondicherry; and that he Ihouid make re- 
prilals round Madrafs: but, in faft, he could not 
well depopulate the country more than he had. 

The Nabob and his family were fent on board a 
fnow in the road, and failed for Negapatnam, where 
be was to land, and proceed to Trichinopoli, from 
whence he might difturb the French, who, on the 
2 2d, had. deepened and lengthened their parallel a 
few feet. They had alfo been at work on their line 
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had brought about 200,000 dollars-, but no men¬ 
tion was made of any forces. About the fame time, 
a French detachment of 300 Europeans and 1000 
fepoys, commanded by colonel Keneddy, advanced 
near the mount, with four guns, and cannonaded 
the troops under the command of captain Prefton, 
who took two of their guns, killed 15 Europeans, 
and wounded many others, among whom was the 

On the 31ft about ten at night, two deferters 
came in, with information that M. Lally propofed 
to ulher in the new year by bombarding the fort; 
but it proved otherwife, for the beftegers were filenr, - 
■while the befieged beftowed fome fire upop them. 

However, as foon as day-light appeared, on the 
2d of January 1759, the French began to fire from 
five pieces of cannon upon their weflern battery, and 
one mortar; they alfo threw twelve-inch (hells from 
four large mortars near the weft end of their battery 
to the northward. The garrilbn were furprized by 
this early falute; but having twelve heavy cannon, 
■which bore on the enemy’s battery to the weft, they 
foon demounted two of their guns. The befiegers 
threw fhells until paft fevcn at night, and common¬ 
ly four in a flight, which were chiefly aimed at the 
fort-houfe s and fo well thrown, that two fell on the 
top and pierced the firft and fecond.roof; fome fell 
within the Iquare, and ruined fome of the rooms: 
other houfes were alfo much damaged ; but no peo¬ 
ple were hurt. 

Captain Prefton left the mount, which the 
French feizcd with a targe body of troops, com¬ 
manded by M. Soupire, a major general, who 
marched to attack captain Prefton, near Trevani- 
bore -, but the French were defeated with the lofs of 
5+ Europeans killed, and 96 wounded. 

The working party in the fort were employed in 
finifhing the work acrofs the gut to the northward. 
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making traverfes before the doors of the Nabob 
iftion, and acrofs the ftreets leading to the foutl 
:rtain, where the guards were ordered to parade. 
On the 3d at night, the befieged made a brifl 1 


ot was returned from them; however, they open' 
the epaulment of their northern battery, and le 
fafcines to face the embrafures. 

On the 4th, the befieged fired fmartly on the 
tteries of the befiegers, who never returned it 
ough they were not idle in completing their nor¬ 
thern battery. 

On the 5th, the befieged began to erefl; a battery 
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On the 7th, about four in the morning, the gar- 
rifon were lurprized with the arrival of three boats, 
which proved to be thofe that were fent with the 
Engliih ladies to Sadrafs, where they were feized by 
the French ; who loaded them with J50 foot of 24 
pounds, 1000 empty cartridges, 50 fteel caps, 50 
barrels of gun-powder, and 1500 land-bags, with a 
foldier in each boat: but the Engliih boatmen feiz¬ 
ed the arms of the deeping foldiers, and brought 
them in at the fea-gate of Madrafs. The beliegers 
fired brifldy this day, damaged fome houfes, and 
killed three Europeans: they alfo opened a new 
battery near the burying ground. 

On the 8th, governor Pigot and colonel Law¬ 
rence appointed a pioneer company, comjfofed of 
volunteers drawn from the feveral corps. They 
were to do no other duty but repair the works, and 
confided of fix feijeants, fix corporals, and 88 pri¬ 
vate men, under the command of lieutenant Meyers 
and enfign Well. Two companies of fepoys, under 
proper officers, were alfo formed on the fame plan. 

On the 9th, the befiegcrs made a briflt fire from 
their cannon•, but few (hells were thrown. In the 
night, they carried on part of a zig-zag about too 
feet long to the weft of their north battery s and, 
taking a turn, carried another 200 feet in length 
back towards the beach. 

On the 11 th, they drew a trench from the little 
houfe in the Pettah towards the bridge, and opened 
a battevy of two guns from the kitchen of the new 
hofpital, which fired on the north weft curtain and 
the blind before the mint ially-port 1 but were in¬ 
tended to plunge-into the roy.ii baftion, and batter 
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Accordingly, the grenadiers of the third bat¬ 
talion under captain Campbell, with too more Eu¬ 
ropeans, and 300 fepoys, the whole commanded by 
major Brereton, marched by the beach to die bar, 
defeated the French party, took their gore, killed 
and wounded 18 men, and took feven prifonevs. 
The Englilh had only one man hilled, and nine 
wounded; but among the latter was lieutenant 
Robfon, of the grenadiers, whofe wound was mortal. 
This little affair animated the belieged, and intimi¬ 
dated the befiegers. 

On the 13th, it was perceived that the French 
direfied moft of their fire againlf the demi-baftion 
and the old north-eaft baftion ; which were there¬ 
fore rJpaired ; while the French, in the night, co¬ 
vered their zig-zag near the fea, by a fmaFl return 
beginning near the beach, and ftretching parallel 
to the north front. They were greatly annoyed by 
the g'jrrifon; however, they run, on .their return 
about *o yards. 

On the 14th, the garrifon repaired the damaged 
parapets: but the befiegers continued their ap¬ 
proaches in the night, when they lengthened their 
return, and opened it in the middle, from whence 
they placed fome gabions in an oblique direction to¬ 
wards the beach. 

On the 15th, the befiegers had inercafed their 
north battery to ten pieces of cannon, with which 
they made a briflc fire in the day, and advanced 
their work in the fame direftion about 20 yards, at 

On the 16th, they threw many (hells into the 
town, and killed or wounded feveral men in the 
day; and at night, they carried on their zig-zag, 
which they covered ; while the befieged kept an in- 
ceflant fire upon them, and vigilantly repaired their 
own works, whichthe befiegers greatly damaged the 



the north face of the covered way, before thedemi- 
baftion, and made a return at the end of it to cover 
their flank •, whereby they entirely embraced the 
faliant angle of the covered way, which made it too 
hazardous to keep troops therein. 

Ok the 26th the beflegers fired mod of their 
fhot from all their batteries into the town; but 
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threw their (hells generally towards the works on 
the north front. 

The fire of the befiegers, from the 6th to the 
26th, had difablcd 26 pieces of cannon, and three 
mortars ; but had not the effea of deftroying the 
defences; neverthelefs they advanced their trenches 
clofe to the works. 

On the 27th, in the afternoon, captain Prefton’s 
fignal of a great fmoke, was feen welt of Egmore •, 
and an Hircar came in, with a report that the Eng- 
li(h troops had defeated the French. 

, On the 28 th, the befieged attempted to pulh a 
mine from the counterfcarp: and, on the 29th, 
they djfcovered the befiegers throving up earth 
through a fmall hole juft within the banquet in the 
covered way oppofite the ftockadoe on the eaftern 
glacis: but fome grenadiers threw grenades into the 
hole, and prevented the work. 

On the 30th the Shaftfbury cam; into the road 
from Bombay, and landed the fide troops. The 
next morning, the befiegers opered four embra- 
fures on the north face of the covired way before 
the demi-baftion, and began tofire with three 
guns, which bad no efieft. 

On the tft of 'February little vas done by the 
French, who opened five etnbrafuns on the 2d, and 
fired two guns on the angle of he demi-baftion, 
which feidom ftruck the top of tie parapet. 

On the 3d, about day-break, tiey fprung a mine 
behind the counterfcarp of the etch, oppofite the 
eaft end of the cuvette, and opertd the wall about 
23 feet; but did little damage. The fire from the 
flank of the royal baftion obliqie, and three guns 
in the north-eaft diredt, made himpoffible for the 
French to withftand it above amour or two every 
morning ; which obliged their to abandon their 
advanced works, where they lid feveral guns dif- 
abled, and had loft many men, 
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On the 5th and 6th nothing material happened: 
but early in the morning of the 7th, the befiegers 
fired with four guns and one mortar from their old 
grand battery s fo that they were in the fame con¬ 
dition as when they began to lire on the 6th of Ja- 

On the 8th and 9th little was done : but, on the 
10th the befiegers fired fmartly from their.grand 
battery into tie town, and deftroyed many houfes. 
They (lackencd their fire the two following days •, 
and, on the 13th, font 30 Europeans and 50 Caffies 
to nail up the guns at the fafcine battery ; in which 
attempt they were repulfed with the lofs of feveral 

On the 14th, about day-light, th^garrifon made 
a fally upon thi befiegers, and drove 'them from the 
ftockadoe near the fea. 

The fame cay M. Lally fent a letter to M. de 
Leyrit at Pondfcherry, whereby he informed him, 
“ That a good blow might be ftruck at Madrafs, 
where was a (lip in the road, of 20 guns, laden 
with all the trerfure of the place, and which it was 
faid would reman there until the 20th. That they 
remained ftill n the fame pofition: the breach 
made chefe 15 diys; all the time within 15 toifes * 
of the wall of the place, and never holding up their 
heads to look ai it. That he reckoned, on their 
arrival at Pondiherry, they Ihould endeavor to 
learn fome other trade ; for that of war required 
too much patiene. That of 1500 fepoys which 
attended his army he computed near 800 were em¬ 
ployed upon the road to Pondicherry, laden with 
fugar, pepper, ad other goods; and as for the 
Coolies, they wer, all employed for the fame pur- . 
pofe, from the firt day they came there. That he 



Handing the exaggerated accounts that every one 
made, according to his own fancy, of the daughter 
which had been made of them : and he would dill 
be more furprized, if he told him, that if it were 
not for the two combats and four battles they fuf- 
, tained, and for the batteries which failed, or were 
unfkilfully made, they fhould not have loll 50 men 
from the beginning of the fiege. That he had 
wrote”to M. <Je Larche, if he perfifted in not com¬ 
ing there, let who would raile money upon the Po- 
lygars for him; he would not do it: and he re¬ 
nounced, as he informed him a month before, di- 
redtly or indireftly, meddling with any thing what¬ 
ever that might have relation to their adminilfration, 
whether civil or military : for he had rather go and 
command the CafFres of Madagafcar than remain in 
that Sodom ; which it was impoffiule but tile fire of 
the Englilh mull deftrov, looner or latter, even 
though that from heaven (hould not. He added, 
as follows: “ I think it necefiary to apprize mo, 
that, as M. de Soupn-e has refufed to take uuon him 
the command of this army, which 1 have ofier-d: 
him, and which he is empowered to accept, by 
having received from the court a auptsc.it:- of my 
commiffion, you muft of neceiurv. togrthnr wf 
the council, take It upon you. nor my oart. I 
undertake only to bring it tucit. culler to /ireoc nr 
. Sadrafs. Send therefore your orders, or come your- 
felve to c< nmaid ,1 , 1 u 1 uu non ny at 
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prize Sadrafs. The major immediately fent the let¬ 
ter to the governor of Madrafs, and inarched back 
again to be near the fort, and to be ready for what 
fervice might be required of him. 

This letter plainly intimated that M. Lally was 
refolved to burn the Black Town, and raife the 
liege. By the account of deferters, their lofs of of¬ 
ficers and men in their advanced battery was very 
confiderable, and they had fcvcral pieces of can¬ 
non difabled. After they were obliged to quit it, 
their lire continually decrcafed from 23 pieces of 
■ cannon, which they had at one time, to only fix 

On the 15th, in the morning, the befiegers kept 
up a bride fire from fix guns on their grand bSttery, 
three at the burying ground, and two at the old. 
bofpital: but in the afternoon they only fired from 
three at the grand battery, and two at the burying 
ground, which played I'martly until moon-light. 

On the 16th, the fire of the befiegers was very 
bride from their artillery; but few lhells were 
thrown. About noon, a ftnall doop anchored in the 
road, and acquainted the governor, that the Englilh 
diips were feen by her a few days before in the lati¬ 
tude of fourteen north : and about five in the af¬ 
ternoon the garrifon perceived fix fail to the north¬ 
ward, which they concluded to be thofe diips, and 
the whole garrifon was ordered to lie on their arms 
all night to prevent any fudden attack. They kept 
up a fmart fire of mudeetry againft the enemy’s 
works until ten o’clock, when the fix (hips an¬ 
chored in the road, and were known to be thofe ex- 
pefted front Bombay. 

About two in the morning of the 17th, the be¬ 
fiegers made a fmart fire from their mudeetry ; but 
their ihot flew too high. At the fame time, feveral 
lights and fires appeared in their trenches, which 
\yere evacuated before morning, when they quitted 
the 
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things unworthy of a foldier, he ordered a country- 
ioule on the mount, belonging to colonel Law- 
rcoce, to be blown up with three barrels of gun- 
nevder. From thence he marched to Conjevenun, 
v.-!;crc he arrived the next morning, and began to 
rertify himfelf againft a fudden attack, in cafe of a 
purfuit: but the Englilh forces were not able to take 
shi- ii'.kt immediately for want of cooleys, bullocks, 

1 he French made an eafy conqueft of Madrafs * 
in . y.|.n; and alfo of Fort St. David + in 17585 but 
lit, ■ they were (hamcfully repulfed. The garrifon 
in jnrd diftinguilhed themfelves for their fobrie- 
tv. ami (.ululated each other in their military duty. 

So brave a defence and deliverance did great lionor 
to all concerned, and particularly to colonel Law¬ 
rence, who had the fatisfaftion to fee all his fervices 
in the country crowned by a mod honorable defence 
of the capital fettlement, io which he was nobly fup- 
I'oi ted by the indefatigable vigilance and bravery of 
colonel Draper and major Brereton within the walls, 
and by major Caillaud and captain Prefton without. 
Governor Pigot alfo greatly contributed to their fuc- 
cefs, by his prudence, refolution, and generofity, in 
the management of the (lores and provifions, fre¬ 
quently vifiting the works, and liberally rewarding 
all thofe who fignalized themfelves. Befides, he 
faithfully difeharged his promife of 50,000 rupees, 
which was immediately ilfued and diftributed after 
the enemy difappeared, two thirds to the Europe¬ 
ans, and one third to the fepoys and lafears. 

Mr. Call obferves, at the end of his journal of . 
this remarkable fiege, that as nothing very different 
from what is met with in all fieges, or laid down as 
general maxims, was pradtifed in the defence of the 


* See the Introduction to this volume, p. xxv, xxvii. 
t See this volume, p. 289. 291. ^ 
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the reduction of Surat by the Eriglifh prefidency of 
Bombay : and the taking the Englifh factory at 
Gombroon by the French j in 1759. 

1 SURAT. 

I HAVE already given a particular account of 
the city of Surat in my former volume ; and 
here (hall beg leave to make the following addition 
thereto, as neceffary to (hew why the prefidency of. 
Bombay undertook this expedition againft f a place 
fubjedl to the Mogul government. 

The city is fituated in 72 deg. 20 niin. of ead 
longitude, and 52 deg 38 min. of north latitude, 
ori the fouth-eaft fide of the river Tappee *, about 
16 miles from the fea, 160 miles north of Bombay, 
and as many fouth of Cambaia; being about three 
miles in circumference, but very populous, and 
vattly rich : but Swalley -(•, feven or eight leagues 
north from the mouth of the Tappee, is properly 
the fort of Surat, as the river is not navigable up to 
the town for (hips of burden ; which obliges mer¬ 
chants to unload at this place, and to fend their 
merchandize to Surat, either in fmall vefiels up the 
river, or by land in waggons drawn by oxen. 

The Porrugueze took and ruined Surat in 15205 
but as it was already famous enough for its trade, 
it became more confiderable by its ruin. All the 
Indian nations, who were accuftomed to trade there, 
united to re-eftabli(h it: but it was not until near a 
century after that it became a general ftaple for 
European and eattern merchandize; being enriched 
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by a kind of compenfacion for the damage done to 
it by the Portugueze, when the Dutch appearing 
in the Indian ocean, had deprived them of almoft 
all their places, and entirely ruined their trade. 

The Englilh eftablifhed a factory there in 1609, 
the Dutch in 1616, and the French in 1665. The 
Englilh had their p'refideney here, before it was re¬ 
moved to Bombay ; after which they maintained a 
faftory at Surat, and were allowed great privileges 
by the court of Delli. 

Surat is remarkable for the trade carried on 
there by the Europeans, and for that carried on by 
the merchants of the country with Java and Suma-. 
, tra, in the Indian ocean •, as aifo with Aden, Mocha, 
and Mecca, upon the Red-fea; and Bander Abaffi, 
or Gombroon, ,in the Perfun gulph. Two Ihips 
depart every year from Surat for the conveniency 
of the Mahometans, who go upon a pilgrimage to 
Mecca : but ufualiy they are as much laden with 
merchandize upon account of the Mogul, as upon 
that of the pilgrims; and their returns are fo rich, 
that they make a part of the European trade for 
the merchandize of Arabia Felix. 

I have before remarked, that the governor 
of the town was uncon nefled with the governor of 
the cattle :'but as the Indian Teas were greatly infeft- 
ed by pirates, the Mogul appointed a naval officer 
to keep them in awe. This man was called Siddee 
Muffoot*, who had been chief of an Ethiopian co¬ 
lony fettled at Rajapore, where he collefted feveral 
velfels of confiderable force, and, carried on fome 
trade, untilhe was dilpoffeffed by the Morattocs 5 
upon which he repaired to Bombay, and afterwards 
to Surat, where he was appointed admiral on that 


* Or Seydee Maflhoud. When the Abyflhmn Haves are 
promoted to any.’.poft of confequencc, under the Mogul go- 
vernmept, they aje called Sulduns, . 

' Voj,. II. y nation 
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ftation to the Mogul, with a revenue called the 
Tanka, amounting yearly to about three lack of 
rupees, or 36,0001. fterling ; but he had no power 
independent of the marine. However, under a 

S ice of arrears in his appointed revenues, he 
on the caftle, encroached on the town, and 
feized one third of its revenues. Another third was 
paid to the Morattoes, to prevent their depredations 
upon the trade in the open country: but they were 
not fatisfied with this ftipulation, and were intent 
upon fome opportunity to plunder the city, which 
was kept in fubjeftion by Siddee Mufioot until his 
death in 1756, when he was fucceedcd by his fon", 
who rendered himfelf very obnoxious to the inha-' 

Novas Allee Cawn was governor of the city, in 
which office he was fupplanted by Meah Atchund, 
who was protected by the Siddee; and Pharras 
Cawn was appointed his Naib, or deputy, in which 
.ftation he aCted as chief magi Urate, and conduced 
himfelf with great honor and integrity. 

Mr. Elus was the Englilh chief in 1758, when 
their fa£tory was grievoufly infulted and oppreffed 
by the Siddee and his officers. The principal mer¬ 
chants and inhabitants were treated worfe, and de- 
fired Mr. Ellis to recommend it to the prefidency of 
Bombay to extricate them from thofe difficulties, by 
fitting out a force to take poffeflion of the caftle and 
Tanka, and make Pharras Cawn governor. Mr. 
Ellis was fucceeded by Mr. Spencer, who commu¬ 
nicated the ftate of affairs at Surat to the prefidency 
of Bombay, in the beginning of the year 1759, 
when it appeared, that Meah Atchund had all his 
power controuled by the Siddee, who' had' 2000 
men in pay, compofed of Moors, Gentoos, Arabs, 
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The prefidency of Bombay were apprehenfive 
that the Siddee would open the gates to the Morar- 
tO'.'S, and therefore determined to prevent it, by 
affifting the inhabitants of Surat. Admiral Po- 
cock was then with his fquadron at Bombay, and 
readily concurred with the prefidency in fupporting 
the expedition 5 for which purpofe, he ordered the 
Sunderland and Newcaftle to convoy and fupport the 
company’s armament. 

Captain Maitland, of the royal regiment of 
artillery, wis ordered to embark on board the com¬ 
pany’s armed veffels with his command, confifting 
"of 850 artillery and infantry, with 1500 fepoys. 

" This armament failed, on the qth of February, un¬ 
der the»command of caprain Watfon, who landed 
the troops, on the 15th, at Dentilowry, diftant from 
Surat about nine miles, where they encamped three 
days for refrelhment. 

In the Bril day’s march from that encampment, 
captain John Northall *, the fecond in command 
died of an apoplectic fir, and was fucceeded in the 
command by captain Jofeph Winter. When captain 
Maitland approached the city, he found that the 
Siddee had lodged fome of his troops in the French 
garden, where he made his firfl attack, and drove 
them out, after a very fmart firing on both fides 
for about four hours; in which the Englilh had 
twenty men killed, and as many wounded : but the 
Siddee’s lofs was much greater. 

After captain Maitland had got poffcflion of 
the French garden, he thought it neceffary to order 




an had the command of a company at Minor- 
'as .remarkable for his fine take in the polite 

'culpturcs, paintings, and other remarkable 
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the engineer to pitch upon a proper pl^ce to ereft 
a battery, which he did, and completed it in two 
days; while the enemy took poffeffion of the Eng- 
lilh garden, and the Siddee’s bundar or cuftom- 
houfe. On the Englilh battery were mounted two 
24 pounders, and a 13 inch mortar, which fired 
brilkly for three days againft the walls, without ef- 
fedt. Captain Maitland having thought of a more 
expedient method of getting into the outer town 
than by the breach of the wall, he called a council 
of war, compofed of military and marine officers, 
before whom he laid a plan for a general attack, 
which they approved, and it was refolved to be pur 
into execution at half an hour paft four the next ' 
morning. ' , 

The plan was, that the Company’s grab of 
20 guns, and four bomb-ketches, fltould warp up 
the river in the night, and anchor in a line of battle 
oppofite the Siddee’s bundar, one of the ftrongefi: 
fortified places they bad got: this they did, and-a 
general attack began from the veffels and battery at 
the appointed time, on the ift of March. The 
captain’s intentions in this were, to drive the ene¬ 
my from their batteries, and to facilitate the land¬ 
ing of the infantry at the bundar, whom he had 
embarked in boats for their tranfportation. The 
bomb-ketches made a continual fire until half pad: 

‘ eight, when a fignal was made for the boats to put 
■off, and land under cover of the veffels. This 
proved very fuccefsful, by the prudent conduft and 
gallant behaviour of Captain Watfon, who landed 
the troops with the lofs of only one man. They 
attacked the Siddee’s bundar, and foon put his troops 
to flight, with the lofs of captain Robert Inglilh . 
mortally wounded, lieutenant Pepperel wounded in 
the (houlder, and feme common men killed and 
wounded. Having gained this poinc, and getting 
poffeffion of the outer town, with its fortifications. 
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the next thing to be done was to attack the inner 
town and caftle, for which purpofe the thirteen and 
two ten inch mortars were planted on the Siddee’s 
bundar, and began firing as loon as poffible, at 
the diftance of 700 yards from the caftle, and 500 
from the inner town. 

■ About fix in the evening, the mortars began to 
play very brifkly, and continued their fire until half 
paft two the next morning ; which unufual attack put 
the caftle and town into fuch a c'onfternation, that 
they never returned a gun. 

This was the critical time for fettling affairs 
"with the inhabitants: but the friends of Pharras 
Cawn now feerned mod: inclined to continue Meah 
Atchund governor of the town, on condition that 
Pharras Cawn Siould be Naib or deputy, and that 
the Englilh fhould be eftablifhed in poffefiion of 
the caftle and tanka. 

Mr. Spencer afted for the Company, and com-.. 
municated this refolution to Atchund, who readily 
agreed ' to and executed the following treaty: 

“ Agreeable to your defire, I fend aperfon to 
you, by whom you advifed me verbally of your 
demands; and with fincerity of heart, 1 write the 
particulars I now can agree to, which are as follow : 

Atchund’s Seal. Cootbodeen’s Seal. 
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given in writing, or 
pro mi fed to the ho- 
norableCompany,(ha.ll 
be fuilycompliedwith, 
without the leaft dimi* 


promifedto do for the 
honorable Company,; 
I will Hand to without 
the lead alteration. 


III. That the Mecca 
gate lhall be opened, 
and our troops admit¬ 
ted, and we flial! join 
our forces to drive the 
enemyoutof the town. 

IV. The above articles 
a perfon on your be- 

' half demanded : ' all 
which 1 agree to, and 
will comply with; and 
the government lhall 
be continued to me in 
full authority : and to 
the above I have fet 
my own feal, and Meer 
Cootbodeen will fign 
and feal the fame. Af¬ 
ter which, you mult 
fend a counter-part of 
this writing, with the 
honorable Company’s 
..feal affixed.” 


III. Tim Mecca gate 
lhall be opened, your 
troops admitted, and 
joined by mine, to 
drive out the enemy. 

IV. Agreed to ■, and" 
that we lhall ad joint- ' 
ly in turning the ene- 

Whatever the honora¬ 
ble Company, have de¬ 
manded, I agree to.” 


The counter-part of this treaty, was delivered to 
. Atchund, on the 4th of March, under the Compa- 
pany’s feal. Atchund then opened the gates of 
the inner town, and invited captain Maitland to 
inarch in ; which was immediately done, with drums 
beating, and colors flying. 

The. Siddee ftiil kept poffeflion of thecaftle, and 
feemed determined to defend it, until he was in¬ 
formed 
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formed that Atchund had joined his troops with the 
Englifh to drive him out. ^Ie then found that re¬ 
finance would be vain, and Tent repeated meffages 
to captain Maitland, with many propofals to give 
him up the caftle, upon condition that he would 
allow his people to march out with their arms and. 
effeds. All this was granted to him in an ample 
fenfe, even to the furniture of the lioufes. Captain 
Maitland faw this executed with the greateft regu¬ 
larity i after which, he took poffefiion of the caftle 
and tanka in the name and for the ufe of the Com¬ 
pany, who were confirmed in the government by ' 
' grants from the Mogul, fo that the guns, veflfels, 

■ and (lores belonged to them of courle as part of 
the tanka. 

Captain Maitland’s return was as following: 

« Royal artillery killed two, wounded four, 

In the Company’s infantry: captains killed two, 
.fiibaltern one. 

Killed in all 150. Wounded about 60.” 

A gratuity of 200,000 rupees was divided 
among the captors, whofe expedition commenced 
the 9th of February; fome troops were left in gar^ 
rifqn at Surat, and the others returned to Bombay 
on. the 15th of April. 

. This revolution reftored tranquility and good 
government to the city, and eftablifhed the Englilh 
in. a mod valuable and ufeful fettiement, to the 
fstisfadfion of all the inhabitants. 

Richard Bourchier, Efq; who was then go-, 
vernor of Bombay, honored me with a letter, dat-. 
fd “ Bombay-caftle, May the 2d, 1759 in which 
were the. following words: “ What with the French, 
and the contentions of the natives, all India is in. 
great confufion. We have had a fmall (hare in 
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the end turn out greatly to the Company’s advan- 

tage.” 

II.. GOMBROON, 

As M. Lally was difappointed in his attempt up¬ 
on Fort St George, he concerted an expedition a- 
gsinlt the little Englilh fettlement at Gombroon,, 
win, n )■; a confidrrable fea-port town of Alia, in 
l'rilhi, and in the province of Farfiftan, in Ion. 
7;. lat. 27. It is called by the natives Bander 
Aballi. and is featcd on a bay, about 12 miles 
northward of the call end of the ifland of Kifmifh, . 
falfely called Qucflimo in fome maps! It is nine , 
miles from the famous ifland of Orrnils, in the Per- 
fian gulph, where the Portugueze had a fettlement. 
The Englifh and Dutch have factories here, which 
is a great advantage to the trade of the place. The 
Weather is lo, exceeding hot in June, July, and 
Auguft, tiiat this town is very unhealthy’ 5 and 
therefore the Englilh faftory retire to Afleen dur¬ 
ing thofe months. It is frequented, by people of 
feveral nations, as well Europeans as others •, and 
the Banyans are fo numerous, that they bribe the 
governor not to permit any cows to be killed in the 
town. The Englilh were fettled here by Shah Ab¬ 
bas, after the deftruflion of Ormtis: he granted 
them great privileges in commerce, and a propor¬ 
tion of the cuftoms of that port, which amounted 
to near 4000I. fterling a year: but the Englilh 
have loft thefe advantages, by the confuffon and 
anarchy that have ruined Perfia of late years. This 
made it unneceflary for the Englilh Company to 
have any warehoufes or fortifications: therefore, 
they had only a fecure houfe for their chief and his ' 
clerks, with a flnall party of foldiers to defend 
them againft robbers. 1 

I t was againft this diftant, defencelefs faftory, 
as a place totally neglefted, thatM. Lally equipped 
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four fhjps, under Dutch colors, one of which carri¬ 
ed 64 guns, and another 22, with a land force or 
150 Europeans, and .200 Caffres, two mortars, and 
four pieces of battering cannon, to befiege fo fmall 
and unfortified a fadtory. _ 

This fervice was committed to the command and 
direftion of the countd’Eftaing, who was madepri- 
foner of war by colonel Draper, in his Tally on the 
14th of March into the Black-town, and was at this 
time on his parole; therefore M, des" Efiars, and 
M. Charny were the nominal commanders. 

. Ti-ie French arrived at Gombroon on the 15th 
, of Odtober 1759, and began to batter the Englifh 
fadtory, in which there were no more than fixteen 
Europeans and, fome feapoys, who did what they 
could to defend themfelves, under the diredtion of 
Mr. Douglafs the Chief. ' The French burnt the 
Speedwell (loop, and, at high water, hauled in 
their frigate of 22 guns, within a quarter of a.mile 
Of the fadtory, and began to fire; while their troops 
and guns were landed, and.played warmly from the 
weftward fortwo hours. About three in the afternoon, 
the French fummoned the place to furrender; and 
the Eflglllh capitulated on the following terms. ■ 

“ Articles of Capitulation for the Eaft India 
Company’s fadtory of Gombroon, between 
Alexander Douglafs, Efq; Chief of the faid 
fettlement and council; and Monfieur des Ef- 
fars, captain of his molt Chriltian Majefty’s 
fliip Conde, and commander in chief of the 
prefent expedition, arid Monfieur Charnyau, 
captain, commander of the land forces. 

I. That as foon as the capitulation was figried, 
a detachment of French troops ihould take pdf- 
felfion of the fadtory : thejteys to be delivered to 
the 
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the. commanding officer ; and no perfon to come 
■ 'in or go out without his permiffion, as he w.ould, 

. take care to. prevent diforders and thefts, 

II. That all effeiis in the fadtory ffiouid belong to 
: the befiegers, and be. delivered, to the French 
commifiary, with all books and papers in pofief- 
'' fion of the befieged : the befiegers to be fltewn 
the warehoufes, that they might place the ne.cef- 
1 fary centinels over them: the artillery, arms,, 
ammunition, provifions,. money, merchandize, 
and Oaves, in general every thing contained within . 
the fadtory, ihould be comprehended in this ar- ' 


III. That the chief, the garrifon-fifdtors, writers, 
, .and all Europeans in the fervice of the Engiifb 

Eaft India Company, in general all the fubjedts. 
of his Britannic Majefty in the fadtory ihould be 
pjifoners of , war, under the following ciaufes only: 

IV. That. whereas M. d’Eltaing, brigadier of foot, 
;>a formerly a prifoner of his, Britannic Ma- 
" jefty, was on board the Blip Cdnde, in his way 

to Europe; by the way of BulTorahj and being 
.defirpus.pf rendering more fecure the intelligence 
’ of an exchange having been made in his behalf, 

. 'between Mr. Bigot, governor of Madrafi, and 
'..MonC Lally, lieutenant general j it was agreed 
'^between the befiegers and hefieged, that Alex¬ 
ander Douglas, Efq; chief of the Engtilh Eail 
India Company’s fadtory at Gombroon, with Wil¬ 
liam Narti', enfign Johnfton, Dymolce Lyfter, 
Lieutenant George Bembow, Lieutenant Richard 
■Evans, and Richard Mainwaring, were lawfully- 
exchanged for Monfieur d’Eftamg; and they 
, were at full liberty to go where and to what 
places they pleafcd ; in confequence of which, 
Mon- 
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Monfieur d’Eftatng was under no other claufe 
than what was fpecified in the lixth article. 

V. That though the prefent exchange of prifoners 
was. an unneceflary precaution in behalf of Mon- 

, fieur d’Eftaing, yet all perfons mentioned in the 
preceding article were abfolutely free : but ihould 
Monfieur d’Eftaing have been already exchang¬ 
ed, as he undoubtedly was, in that cafe, for the 
feven perfons already mentioned, who enjoyed 
their liberty, a like number, and of equal fta- 
tion, of his rrtoft Chriftian Majefty’s fubjedts, 

• .were to be releafed whenever a cartel was made. 

VI. TljAT Monfieur d’Eftaing, to fulfil with the 
greateft exa&tude the promife he made governor 
Pigot, that he would not take up arms againft 
th? Englifh on, the Coromandel coaft only, for 
the fpace of eighteen months, reckoning from the 
iftof May, 1759 s defired it might be inferred 
in the capitulation, that notwithstanding lie was 
exchanged, yet he would keep the promife he 
made governor Pigot,. of not taking up arms a- 
g&inft the Englifli on the Coromandel coaft only, 
for the fpace of eighteen, months •, but he was 
at free liberty in all other places to take,arms. 

VII. That if it was poilible to agree about the re- 
purchafing of Gombroon fadlory, it would be 
looked on as part of the prefent capitulation •, the 
beftegers referving to themfelves the liberty never-, 
thelefs to do therewith as they might think fit, 
lhould no agreement be concluded with the be- 
fieged. 

VIII. That in confideration of the exchange of 
Monfieur d’Eftaing, and.at his particular requeii 
to Monfieur des Effars, Alexander Douglafs, Efqj 
and all others mentioned in the fourth article, had 

liberty 
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liberty to carry away all their eftefts of what kind 
foever, excepting ammunition, provifions, ma¬ 
rine, military or warlike fores.” * 

Thus the French reduced this indefenfible fac¬ 
tory with all the parade of a fiege, and the pompous 
form of a capitulation, which furprized all the mi¬ 
litary gentlemen in India. Their terms were cal¬ 
culated to cover tire Count d’Eftaing from the guilt 
of breaking his parole ; for it is certain lie was not 
exchanged ; and the parole he gave was in the ufual 
form, not to ferve dire&ly or indirc&ly againft the 
Englilh during the war, or until he fliould be re-> 
gularly exchanged. 

The. French received fome affiftance from Moo¬ 
lah Allee Shah, the Mooriflv governor, with whom 
they entered into articles of alliance, and left him 
great quantities' of copper, with other valuable 
things, after they evacuated the faftory, which they 
fet on fire, aijd let fail on the 30th. 


CHAP V. 

Naval Operations in 1759. Admiral Pocock 
defeats M. d’Ache on the 10 tb of September off 
the Coaft of Coromandel.; and returns to Eu-... 

"Ik It , D’ACHE, who had run away from ad- 
XVI. miral. Pocock. in Augufl: 1758, was now 
ftrongly reinforced at the Hands of Mauritius 

* This Capitulation was dated at Gombroon, the 14th of 


nder Dotiglafs, 



THE EAST-INDIES. 333 
and Bourbon ; of which admiral Pocock had intel¬ 
ligence while he was refitting his fquadron at Bom¬ 
bay, from whence he failed, on the 17th of A- 
pril 1759, for the coaft of Coromandel. With a 
diligence and dexterity apparent in every under- 



■her. He immediately made the fignal for a gene¬ 
ral diace, and ftood towards them with all the fail 
he could make, though he was much inferior in 
the number of ihips. This obliged the French 
frigate to give over chace, and rejoin her own 
fquadron, which endeavored to fteal away under 
favor of the night; and falling little wind, pre¬ 
vented the Englifii getting near them when the day 
clofed. At feven in the evening, admiral Pocock 
ordered the Revenge to make fail to the fouth-eaft, 
and keep fight of the enemy, if poflible; which had 
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which continued until three, and obliged the £ng- 
lilh to bring to, and clew up their top-fails. 

At day-light, the Englilh faw the French fleet 
bearing north-eaft by north, about five or fix leagues 
diftant; and admiral Pocock made the fignal for a 
general chace to the north-eaft; Point Pedro, on 
the ifland of Ceylon, bearing weft, diftant fix or 
feven leagues. He continued to gain upon t ! h<5 
French; who, about nine, finding it was in vain 
to truft entirely to the fwiftncfs of their failing, 

. bore north-eaft by eaft four leagues, and formed in 
line of battle a-head on the liar-board tack, with 
the wind about weft north-weft: therefore admiral' 
Pocock made the fignal for the line of battle a-bteaft, ' 
and flood for the center of their fleet, whi«h kept 
under way, and appeared to go from the wind. 
By this means their bearings were greatly altered i 
for by noon, they bore fouth-enft by eaft, dif¬ 
tant fix or feven miles. The wind decreafing as 
the day advanced, the Englilh were not able to 
form their line until near fun-fet; two of their 
fquadron, the Tyger and Ncwcaftle, failing very 
ill, tho’ they made all the fail they could crowd. 

In this pofition it was hoped the French might 
have been fixed and brought to an engagement: 
but M. d’Ache had no fuel) intention ; for his 
fcheme was to avoid the danger of a clofe chaoe, 
by forming the line, to flatter the Englilh with an 
expectation of battle. Thus, about a quarter after 
five, the Englilh fquadron being nearly a-breaft of 
the French, they wore, and came to the wind on 
the other taok: upon which admiral Pocock made 
the fignal for his Ihips to tack, the rearlfirft, and 
fleered with the French. 

■ Both fquadrons were then about four miles 
diftant, with very little wind, had fcarcely fteerage 
way, and continued fo until near ten, when a 
frelh breeze fprung up from the lbuth fouth-weft : 



THE EA'ST-INDlES, 33 5 
on which the Englifli hauled clofe 'to the wind, 
under their top-falis, and formed the line a-head. 
This fhift of wind brought the French a-ftern, and 
a little upon the weather quarter of the EngTilh .line: 
but it proving hazy foon after, thaEngUlh loft fight 
of the enemy ; who made no fignals, in this or the 
preceding night, either with guns or lights. Ad¬ 
miral Pocock immediately Tent the Revenge to look 
out a-ftern, in expectation of her feeing them : but 
not being able to difcover them,a-ftern, fent her di- 
refirly a-head, and ftood after her, the (hips (till con¬ 
tinuing in the line with their heads to'the northward. 

- On the 4th, at a quarter paft eight in the morn- 
' ing, the Revenge made the fignal for feeing four fail 
to the-north-eaft; on which admiral Pocock made 
the iignal for a general chace. At half paft eleven, the 
Revenge bore moreawayto the eaftward, and wasfol- 
lowed by the fquadron 1 : but aftercontinningthe chace 
until near two in the afternoon, and difcoveringonly 
two Blips, with whom he could not come up, the 
admiral made the fignal for the Revenge to come 
into the fquadron, then ftood to the fouthward, and 
made all the fail he could to get off Pondicherry, 
as he concluded the French fquadron was bound there. 

Admuui. Pocock arrived off Pondiaherry onthe 
8th, early in the morning, and'faw no fhips in the 
road: but at one in the afternoon he difcovered the 
enemy to the fouth-eaft, and by three counted thir¬ 
teen fail. The Englifh (hips were then. ftanding'to 
the fouthward, with the fea-breeze; and kept a 
good look-out the following' night, to intercept 
the French. At half paft fix in the morning, of the 
9th, the Englifh faw part of-the French lijuatiron 
to the fouth-weft, and'by nine counted fifteen fail-. ■ 
At two in the afternoon, the wind fpringing up, ad¬ 
miral Pocock made the fignal for a general olvace; 
and at four the French fquadron appeared to be form¬ 
ed in a line of battle aforeaft, and fleered right down 
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upon the Englilh admiral, who ordered the Revenge 
to keep between the two fquadrons, and obfeive 
their motions during the night. 

On the loth, at fix in the morning, the body of 
the French fquadron bore fouth-eaft by fouth, dif- 
tant eight or niifb miles, and was formed in a line 
of battle a-hcad on the ftar-board tack. The Eng- 
li(h fquadron continued bearing down on them in 
a line of battle a-breaft, with the wind about north- 
weft by weft. At five minutes paft ten, the French 
wore, and formed the line a-head upon the larboard 
tack : the Englilh did the fame an hour after, and 
kept edging down upon them. At. ten minutes, 
paft two in the afternoon, admiral Pocock’s fliip'. 
was nearly a-breaft of the French admiral’s fecond 
in the rear, and within mufket-fliot; upon which 
M. d’Ache made the fignal for battle^ and the 
Englilh admiral immediately did the fame. 

The' French had a great fuperiority in the num¬ 
ber of fliips, guns, and men; befides the great 
advantage in the fize of their fliips; for their 
fquadron confided of eleven fliips of the line, with 
two frigates, and two ftorefliips *: but the Eng- 


* They were as following : 

The Adif led with the larboard tacks 
Ships. Gens. Men. Comm 

Aftif, — ' " ’ 

le Minotaur, 

Le.Doc d’Orlea 


Le Zodiaque 

Le Comte dt_, 

Le Due de.Bourgogne, 


650 VAguiUe, chef d’Efcadre, 
joo Survillc, le Cadet,, 

650 M. D’Ache, Lt, Gen, 


urgogne, 60 500 Bouvet. 

—- 64. 000 De Rai9, 
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lifli had only nine (hips of the line, with three fri¬ 
gates and a firefhip *. 

Both fquadrons began to cannonade each other 
■with great fury, and continued hotly engaged, about 
two hours, until ten minutes after four; when the 
French rear began to give way ; as the Sunder¬ 
land had got up fome time before, and engaged 
their fternmoft fhip ; their center foon after alfo gave 
way; while their van made fail, flood on, and with 
their whole fquadron bore away, fleering to the 
fouth-fouth-eaft with all rhe fail they could make. 

'The Engliflh (hips were in no condition to pur- 
'fue; for the Tyger had her mizen-maft and main- 
■ top-triad (hot away, and appeared to be greatly dif- 
abled :,the Newcalile was much damaged in her 
mails, yards, 9nd rigging; and her captain was 
killed : the Cumberland and Salifbury were not in 
a condition to make fail: the Yarmouth had her 
fore-topfail-yard (hot away in the (lings : and the 
Grafton and Elizabeth were greatly difabled in their 
mads, yards, and rigging: fo that the Weymouth 
and Sunderland were the only (hips which had not 
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fuffered; becaufe they could not get properly into 
a&ion, as the French admiral began to engage be-; 
fore they could clofe. Thus only feveo of the Eng- 
lilli lhips fuftained the whole fire of the enemy’s 
fleet until near the oonclufion, when the Sunderland 
got up and engaged- ■ ‘ 

The French continued their retreat to the fouth, 
ward, until dark; at which tim.e admiral Bocock 
Ordered the Revenge to keep between him and the 
enemy, to obferve their motions; while he lay-to 
with the fquadron on the larboard tack, that the 
diiabled lhips might repair their damages. At 
day-light in the morning, the Englifh faw. the French' 
p the Ibuth-iouth-eaft, lying to on the larboard 
tack,, as the Englifh were, about four leagues dif- 
pant, and the wind about weft. Upon light of the 
Englifh fquadron, the French immediately wore, 
and brought to on the other tack, which they con¬ 
tinued until evening, when their diftance was fa 
much inereafed, that the Englilh could fcarcely dif- 
cover them from the main-top: but the wind then 
coming to the eaftward, adnjiral Bocock made the 
fignal, wore, and flood under an eafy fail to the 
north-weft ; the Sunderland having the Newcaftle 
jn tow, the Weymouth the Tyger, and Elizabeth 
the Cumberland. 

On. the 12th, at day-light, admiral Pocock faw 
the lhips in Negapatnam road; but as lie perceiv¬ 
ed nothing of the enemy, he anchored with the 
fquadron, at ten in the forenoon, about three 
leagues to the fourhward of that road ; and in the 
evening difpatched the Revenge to Madrafs, with, 
jetters to the governor and council. 

The Englilh fquadron, on the 15th in the even¬ 
ing, weighed, and flood into the road, and anchor¬ 
ed. Here they continued repairing their damages, 
8ind refitting the fquadron gntil the afiih; when 
the admiral weighed at ftyc in the morning, flood' 




240 A VOYAGE TO 
tinue well formed. Being in this fituation, the 
French admiral made the fignal at fix o’clock to 
heave a peake -, an hour after to weigh ; and by the 
time all their fquadron was under fail it was near 
ten; when the Englilb were to leeward of them, 
expefting they would bear down direftly and en¬ 
gage. But, inftead of taking that ftep, M. d’Ache 
made the fignal for his fquadron to keep dole to 
the wind, made fail, and ftretched away to the 
fouthward in a line of battle a-head ; by which 
method of adling they increafed their diilance from 
about a random Ihot at day-light, to near four 
leagues to windward at fun. let. 

Had the French cut or nipped their cables on 
firft dlfcovering the Englifli, they mufc hatte come 
to adlion at leven o’clock: and aftfc'r they got un¬ 
der fail, had they bore direftly down, might have 
been clofe along fide by eleven. Admiral Pocock 
finding by their manner of working, a great difincli- 
jiation to come to a fecond adlion, he was defirous 
{o'have the opinion of the rear admiral and cap¬ 
tains, who all agreed, “ That as the prefent con¬ 
dition of the fquadron would not permit them to 
follow the enemy to the fouthward, it would be 
molt advifeable to proceed to Madrafswhere they 
accordingly anchored on the 28th. 

In this engagement both fides fulfered confidera- 
bly; but the French mod. They had 1500 men 
killed and wounded, and fome of their firips very 
much lhattered. The Englilh had 569 men kill¬ 
ed and wounded, of whom 118 were flain in ac¬ 
tion, and 66 died of their wounds *. Among the 
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Gain was captain Michie, who commanded the 
Newcaftles captain Gore of the marines, and lieu¬ 
tenant Redfhaw, both of the Newcaftle; lieutenant 
Elliot of the Tyger 5 the mailer of the Yarmouth; 
the boatftvain of the Elizabeth, and gunner of the 
Tyger: captain Somerfet was wounded in his ankle i 
and captain Brereton received a contufion on his 
head. 

All the Englifh officers and feamen behaved with 
the grcateft bravery and fpirit during the aftion j 
and, by the vigor and conftancy of their fire, oblig¬ 
ed the enemy to retreat, notwithllanding their great 
fuperiority. 

The French fquadron brought no European 
troopstfo Pondicherry ; but landed there four hun¬ 
dred European feamen and volunteers ; with two 
hundred caffres: they brought little money ; but 
left the diamonds there which were taken in the 
Grantham Indiaman. M. d’Ache left Pondicherry 
on the ift of October, having on board M. Supi- 
ere, brigadier Tally, and colonel Kennedy; from 
whence it was concluded, that either their whole 
fquadron, or a pan of it, was gone to the ifiands. 

Admiral Pocock fo exped.itioufly refitted and 
revidtualled his fliips at Madrafs, that he failed 
from thence on the 17th of Odtober, and was 
joined the next day by rear admiral Corniffi, who 
failed from England in April, with four Grips of 
the line *, and three Indiamen f, on board of 
which was colonel Coote with part of his regiment J. 
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Admiral Pocock difpatched the Queenborough 
with the Indiamen for Madrafs, where they land¬ 
ed the troops on the 27th s while the admiral re¬ 
turned with the whole fleerto the coaft of Malabar, 
and arrived at Tellicherry, which was the general 
rendezvous, the laft day of November. On the 
26th, admiral Stevens failed for Bombay with four 
fliips, and was fallowed on the 29th by admiral 
Pocock, who ordered admiral Cornifh to fail with 
the fix flips * under his command to the coaft of 
Coromandel on the 15th of December, if the fea- 
fpn was favorable. 

Admiral Pocock bad received orders to return to ' 
England : but lie continued in India until the next 
year, when affairs were re-eftabliflied, in Bengal, and 
the coaft of Coromandel left in a ftate of tranqui¬ 
lity. The admiral received the ftrongeft expref- 
fions of gratitude and efteem from the three pre- 
fidencies of Bombay, Madrafs, and Calcutta, for 
his eminent fervices done to tile Company: and 
he found, that at a general court of the Eaft In¬ 
dia Company, held on the 21ft of June, 1759, a 
motion was made, and unanimoufly agreed to, “ for 
the thanks of the Company to be given to admiral 
Pocock and commodore Stevens for their gallant 
behavior in the Eaft-Indies.” 

Admiral Pocock refigned the command to rear 
admiral Stevens, and failed from Bombay in the 
Yarmouth, on the 7th of April, 1760, on his. re¬ 
turn to England, fie anchored at Anjengo on the 
■17th, and arrived at St. Helena oil the 18th of 
June, where he found the Colchefter and Rippon 
waiting to convoy feventeen Indiamen + richly la- 
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dsn. The admiral took the whole under his com¬ 
mand, fet fail the 7th of'July, and brought them 
fafe to Portfmouth on the 20th of September; be¬ 
ing the richeft tonvoy that ever arrived together 
from India; The admiral found his fervices no¬ 
bly and gratefully rewarded both by his king and 
country, who conferred additional honors upon 
him, until his glory was rendered immortal by hiS 
conqueft of the Havanna. 


C H A P. VI. 








wounded officers. General I,ally was alfo under 
the neceflity of remaining inaftive, until lie could 
find a way to give his troops fome fatisfaflion s fo 
that both armies continued a whole month, without 
fo much as an attempt to adtion ; the Englilh at 
Conjeveram, and the French at Vandewalh. At 
laft the French foldiers were cloathed and pacified; 
their general was informed that the Nabob’s troops 
had quitted the Englilh camp; and he marched to 
attack major Brereton, who, at the fame time, ad¬ 
vanced towards the French camp by which means 
the two armies unexpefledly met, and a battle mull 
have enfued, if the Englilh had not retreated to 
their camp. 

Major Brereton marched wich a refolution to 
attack the enemy : but it unfortunately happened, 
that in a march of eight miles no lefs than fix of 
colonel Draper’s foldiers dropped dead, and ninety 
two were taken ill, fo as to be incapable of (i-rvicr. 
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by the inclement heat, which at this feafon waS 
moft intenfe: therefore the major found it advife- 
able to make his retreat to Conjeveram, which he 
effefted in good order, and without any interruption. 

In my firft volume, I have mentioned in what 
manner the Bramins treat bloody fluxes; and 
here I muft beg leave to obferve, that the inflam¬ 
mation of the liver is a difeafe very common in the 
Eaft Indies, and extremely fatal to Europeans: but 
the foldiers i'uffer moft from it; probably either 
from the exceffive heats to which they are often un¬ 
avoidably expoi'ed, or from an intemperate life; 
though indeed the moft fober are not always free " 
from the danger. This diftemper made dreadful 
havoc among colonel Aldercron’s men upan the 
coaft, and generally cut them oft' in'a few days af¬ 
ter the attack. I have been informed, that upon 
diffefting thole that died, the liver looked well at 
firft fight, only fomething larger than common ■, 
but upon cutting into it, there was always found a 
colleftion of white pus. A difeafe fo quick in its 
progrefs could not but be attended with much dan¬ 
ger ; and the furgeons tried every poflible method 
to cure it; though their fuccefs was not very re¬ 
markable. However, they agreed in one praffice . 
at laft; which was, upon the firft attack of the dif¬ 
eafe, to take away fome blood, according to the 
condition of the patient, and immediately begin to 
give fmall doles of calomel; and this they con¬ 
tinued until a fpitting came on, to carry off the dif¬ 
eafe. There was a neceffity for fome briflcmedi¬ 
cine to be fpeedily ufed, to refolve an obftruftion 
that fo foon terminated in afuppuration ; and, con- 
fidering the flow circulation in that vifcus, it could 
not be well effefted by any other of flower operation. 

The retreat of major Brereton encouraged gene¬ 
ral Lally to advance within three miles of Conjeve¬ 
ram ; but notwithstanding the diforder occafioned 
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fpread itfelf much, and the major 
efted by it, the Englifli troops were 
; flint lip within wails, when an ene- 
them to the field. It was therefore 
he army fliould march out under the 
najor Monfon, and encamp near the 
was immediately put into execution, 
ide two unfuccefsful attacks upon the 
•epulfed them with confiderable lofs, 
cm to retreat twenty miles back to 


and council, began to prepare tor action 
retarded by exceflive rains until the 24t 
tember, when he marched towards Vani 
the head of four hundred Europeans, fe 
rand fepoys, feventy European and thre 
black horfe, with fourreen pieces of artilh 
march was uninterrupted till their advar 
came near a little fort called Trivitore 
they furprized an advanced poll of fifi 
who retreated with sreat Drecinitarinn. 






ed, among whom were eleven officers 
French fullained an equal lofs. 

After this affair, the Englifli troops encamped 
four days in fight of the fort, and then returned to 
Conjaveram, where they remained until the 27th 
of Odlober, when colonel Coote arrived at Madrafs 
with the reft of his regiment and after concerting 
a plan of operations with the governor and council, 




he' 
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he took the command of the army at Conjeveram 
in November. 

Though the French continued the main body of 
their army in cantonments, they were not entirely 
idle. To the fouth of their quartets there was a lit¬ 
tle town, with a Itrong caftle, called Tagada, al- 
mot impregnable by fituation, but indefenfible for 
want of ammunition. It was held by Kiftnarauze, 
who was an ally to the Nabob ; and therefore was 
alfitted by captain Smith, who lent him three com¬ 
panies of fepoys, from Trichinopoli, under the 
command of ferjeant-major Hunterman. Tliefe 
'troops were afterwards followed by forty Europeans, 
• fix companies, of fepoys, and fome artillery, com¬ 
manded, by lieutenant Raillard, who was joined by 
one thoufand «f the Nabob’s horfe. The French 
attacked the town, which the Englilh attempted to 
relieve : but the latter were defeated, with the lofs 
of their commander and feveral men; after which 
the fort was furrendered to the French upon honor¬ 
able terms. 

The French marched a confiderable force to¬ 
wards Seringham; and a fally was made by the 
garrilon of Trichinopoli, who took thirty Europe¬ 
ans and fome fepoys prifoners: but the main body 
of the French took Seringham, and made two hun¬ 
dred fepoys prifoners, whom they cruelly treated, 
and put one half of them to the fword, though 
their gallant refinance entitled them to a better fate.' 

Soon after, captain Smith made an unfuccefsful 
attack upon Seringham ; while a detachment from 
Trichinopoli cut off the French convoy in Utatore, 
where they took two officers and forty grenadiers, 
difarmed three hundred fepoys, and deltroyed all 
their ammunition and provifions. The Englilh rfc- 
took feveral polls, ami fo much interrupted the 
communication with Seringham, that general Dally 
reinforced it with a large body of troops. 

As 
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As it was apprehended that the French would be- 
fiege Trichinopoli, the prelidency of Madrafs re¬ 
commended it to colonel Coote to take the field with 
the army, and endeavour to draw the enemy from 
the fouthward. Fie accordingly took the field, on 
the 25th of November, and inverted Vandewafhon 
the 27th. Fie erefted batteries, and made a breach 
by the 30th, when the garrifon l'urrcndered prifoners 
of war; they confided of five lubaltern officers, fix- 
ty three private men, and eight hundred lepoys: 
there were in the garrilon forty nine pieces of can¬ 
non, and a great quantity of ammunition. 

Colonel Coote invent'd Carangoly, on the 3d' 
pf December; and opened a two-gun battery on ' 
the 6th, another on the 7th, ami began to parry on 
approaches. On the 10th, being near the glacis, 
and having demounted all their guns but four, co¬ 
lonel O’Kennely, who commanded, lent out a flag 
of truce; and, on account of his good behavior, 
colonel Coote granted him the following terms: 

“ That the Europeans fliould have leave to march 
out with their arms, two rounds per man, drums 
beating, and fi)t days provilions ; the fepoys to be 
difarmed, and turned about their bufincls.” The 
garrifon. confided of one hundred Europeans, and 
five hundred fepoys, with nine guns. 

Colon at. Coote had intelligence, that brigadier- 
general Bully was arrived at Arcot from 'the north¬ 
ward, with three hundred Europeans, and a large 
black army; as alfo, that the army which lay at 
Chettaput was to join him, and that the forces from 
the fouthward were on their march towards Arcot. 
Therefore, the colonel thought it advifeable to crofs 
the Falla, and encamp his army oppofite to Arcot. 
At the fame time a body of three ihoufand Morat ■ 
toes, under the command of Innis Cawn, joined the 
French, and plundered all the country, which put the 
Englilh to the greatefl: diftrds for want of provilions, 
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Lieutenant General Lally arrived at Arcot on 
She 27th, and took the command. On the 9th of 
January 1760, the French and their allies were all 
in motion ; and the next day marched towards Van- 
dewalh; while colonel Coote moved with his army 
Jilong the bank of the river, to obferve their mo¬ 
tions, and cover the country. 

On the 12th, colonel Coote received a letter 
from the commanding officer at Conjeveram, that 
five hundred French Europeans, and a large body 
of horfe had entered the town, and that the reft 
of their army lay at Jangolam, three miles diftance 
•from it: he therefore put his army in motion, and 
• endeavored, by a forced march, to fave that place, 
which jras very weak, but of cunfequcnce; and he 
arrived there on the 13th before day-light: upon 
which the enemy quitted the place, and moved to¬ 
wards Vandewalh. 

Colon el Coote crofted the Palla with all his army 
pn the 15th', and on the 17th arrived at Ourrema- 
loor, about fourteen miles from Vandewalh, which 
general I.ally had invefted, and began to raile bat¬ 
teries. The garrifon confifted of one hundred and 
fifty Europeans, and eight companies of fepoys, 
under the command of captain Sherlock, who made 
a gallant defence. 

On the 21ft, colonel Coote received a letter from 
Captain Sherlock, that a breach was made: he 
therefore went with all the cavalry to reconnoitre, 
being determined to engage the enemy the next 
morning. Accordingly, he font orders back to the 
army to join him at Irimborough *, nine miles from 
Vandewalh, where he had taken poll with the ca- 

On the 22d, the Englilh army marched, at fix 
in the morning, agreeable to the orders given out 
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live companies who were on the left Bank of the 
line of march, are to form in the following manner3 
two on the right of the fecond line, and two on the 
left, and one in the rear with the cavalry. The 
whole army, as well Europeans as blacks, are to 
have a green branch of tamarind-tree fixed on their 
hats and turbans, likevvife on the tops of the colors, 
to diltinguifh them from the enemy. The com¬ 
manding officers of corps are to take particular care, 
that their refpeftive corps are properly told off, and 
that the men know their righc and left hand men 
and file leaders. They are to be cautioned not to 
'give their fire till they are ordered by their refpedtive 

About feven o’clock, the Englifll advanced 
guard of horfi?, and that of the enemy, began to 
fire at each ocher •, upon which colonel Cooce order¬ 
ed captain baron de Vafferot, who commanded the 
cavalry, to form them in order of battle: he was 
fupporced by five companies of fepoys, and two 
pieces of cannon. Colonel Coote advanced himfelf 
withtwocompaniesof fepoys, and obliged the enemy 
to retire to their main body of horfe, which confin¬ 
ed of two hundred Europeans, and the chree thou- 
fand Morattoes on their left. Upon the whole bo¬ 
dy of Englilh cavalry advancing, that of the enemy 
retired in tolerable order, until the Englilh cannon 
began to play, which was extremely well ferved, 
and obliged them to make a precipitate retreat. 
Colonel Cooce then ordered the major of brigade to 
the army, which was about three quarters of a mile 
in the rear, with orders for them to form the line 
of battle, but not to advance until he had joined 
them. Soon after, the colonel took poflTdlion of a 
tank, which the French cavalry occupied : he then 
returned to the line, which by that time was form¬ 
ed. After reviewing the whole, and finding the 
men in great fpirits, and eager to engage, ire or- 

VoL.'lL m} t<? m0VC TT'' Ths 
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The Englifli army amounted to one thoufancf 
feven hundred Europeans, including artillery and 
cavalry ; three thoufand black, troops; fourteen 
pieces of camion, and one liowitz. The French, 
army confided of two thoufand two hundred Eu¬ 
ropeans, including artillery and cavalry ; three 
hundred cadres; and about ten thoufand black, 
troops s with twenty five pieces of cannon in the 
field, and live on their batteries againlt the fort. 

About nine o’clock, the army arrived at the pod 
from whence they had driven the enemy, which was 
about two miles from their camp, and halted in 
their view near half an hour; during which time 
colonel Coote went very near to them, and recon¬ 
noitred their fituation. Upon finding tljey were 
ilrongly poded, and his Hanks expofed to their ca¬ 
valry, he ordered the army to march by the right, to 
gain the advantage of a hill three miles from them, 
and about two miles from Vandcwafh: the horfe, 
which were then in the front, were ordered to wheel 
to the right and left, and form behind the fecond 


line, to ma 
gage. Gy 
right flank. 
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Colonel Coote tranfmitted an account of this 
vidlory to the Britilh miniftry, on the 13th of Feb¬ 
ruary following, from Arcot village ; and informed 
them, that during the whole engagement, and ever 
fince he had the honor of commanding the army, 
the officers and men had (hewn the greateft (pirit; 
nor could he fay too much for the behavior of the 
artillery. Upon the whole, the Englilh lofs was 
inconfiderable in obtaining fo compleat a vi&ory 
over an army fo much fuperior in numbers, and 
■commanded by fuch good officers: but the lofs of 
, major Brereton was a very fata! ftroke, as he had 
, eminently diftinguifhed himfelf by his former fer- 
vices, had greatly contributed to the luccefs of tiie 
day, add greaf expeditions were formed from fo 
gallant an officer. 

The next day colonel Coote fent out a detach¬ 
ment of cavalry to harrafs the enemy s and on find¬ 
ing that they retired to Pondicherry, he fent captain 
de Vaflerot, with one thoufand horie and three hun¬ 
dred lepoys towards Pondicherry, to deftroy the 
French country ; which was accordingly done up to 
the very gates of Pondicherry, by way of retaliation 
for what the French had done towards the environs 
of Madrafs*. In the mean time, the colonel 
marched the army to befiege Chettapucf; and, on 
the 28th at night, eredted a two-gun battery, got 
in one 24 and one 20 pounder, and played upon 
them from an eight-inch howitz. The next day, 
after making a breach, ie chevalier de Tilly, with 
his garrifon, furrendered ptifoners of war: the gar- 
rifon confided of four officers, fifty-four private, and 
three hundred lepoys, with feventy-three Europeans 
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wounded in the hofpital: there were nine guns in 
the fort, and a good quantity of ammunition. 

The colonel had intelligence of a party of the 
enemy going from Arcot to Grngee, and he fent 
captain Smith with a detachment to intercept them; 
while the army marched to befiege Arcot, Cap, 
tain Smith made the French party prilbners, con, 
filling of ten Europeans, and fifty lepoys, with two 
brafs eight pounders; and loon after betook a cap¬ 
tain of the Lorrain regiment, ami three French 
commiffaries, with whom he returned to the army. 
The fort of Timmery* furremlered to major Mon-- 
fon, who found in it fix guns, one lerjeant, twenty ■ 
Europeans, and fixty lepoys. 

Colonel Coote, on the firfl of„ February, fet 
out from the army for Arcot j-, which was inverted 
by captain Wood, who foon got pofiTeliion of the 
pettah, routed Zulapherzing’s forces, and took his 
whole camp, before the colonel arrived on the 2d, 
find encamped with his whole army within two 
miles of the place. On the 5th, he opened three 
batteries againll the fort of Arcot; one of five 18 
pounders, another of two 18 pounders, and one of 
24 pounders. On the 6th, lie began to carry on 
approaches to the foutli-well- and well towers of the 
fort; and having by the 10th got within fixty yards 
pf the creft of the glacis, the garrifon furrendered 
prifoners of war. It confided of three captains, 
eight fubalterns, two hundred and thirty-fix pri¬ 
vate, and between two and three hundred fepoys. 
There were in it four mortars, twenty two pieces 
of cannon, and a great quantity of all kinds of 
military (lores. Thelinglifii had, during the liege, 
feven non-commifiioned and private killed; ami 
enfign M'Mahon, wjio afted as engineer, and fix, 
ffen wounded. 


* §ec diij volume, p. 84. -j. Ibid p. 83. 
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This conqueft enabled the Englifh to reftore the 
Nabob to the capital of his dominions, of which he 
had been deprived by the French ; and it greatly 
weakened both the French force and intereft in In¬ 
dia. General Lally, in this critical junaure, recalled, 
his troops from Seringham ; by which he augment¬ 
ed his army with live hundred Europeans, who 
were all doomedtobetaken prifoners in Pondicherry. 

. In the midft of theie fuccelTes, admiral Cornifh 
arrived at Madrafs with fix men of wan and. as 
the French had no fleet upon the coaft, the admiral 
readily engaged to co-operate-with the land forces, 
as foon as it was pra&icable for his Majefty’s (hips. 
The confequence was, the reduflion of Carical *, 
Chiliambrum,$nd Verdachellum,,by a ftrong detach¬ 
ment under the command of major Monfon : while 
•colonel Coote reduced Permucoil, Alamperya, and 
Waldotir, which enabled him to block up Pondi¬ 
cherry by land, while the fleet blocked it up by fea, 
The blockade was continued feveral months, which 
brought famine and mutiny among the befieged 1 
the batteries of the befiegers were not opened till 
the beginning of December; and the place held out 
until the, fifteenth of January 1761, when .general 
Lally and.his numerous garrifon fiirrendered.prifon- 
ers of war; whereby a final blow was given to the 
French power in India, and the Englilh were left 
mailers on the coafi: of Coromandel. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Colonel Forde obtains advantages over the French 
in Golconda ; and takes Massui.ipatnam. His 
treaty with Sai.abatzing. —The Mogul Ali.um 
Geer is murdered ; and Timur placed on the im¬ 
perial throne. - The French, under count 

d'E staino, plunder the English fetllements on 
the coaft ^Sumatra, and take Bencoolen. 

C OLONEL Forde had obtained Come lignai ■ 
advantages over the French in Golconda, and • 
was refolved to make the mod life of his /uccefs. 
He took the field about the middle of January 
1759, left captain Briftol to command the garrifon 
at Rajamundry, and marched widi the Englifli ar¬ 
my for Mafllilipatnam. In his way, lie furprized 
and took Narfipore : but was harrafied by the re¬ 
mains of the French army, under the command of 
the marquis de Confians, which confided of two 
hundred and fifty Europeans, and two thoufand fe- 
poys, with four pieces of cannon; who kept al¬ 
ways in front to diftrefs and retard his march. 
However, the colonel was joined by the Rajah’s 
troops, and took the fort of Cancalle, which was 
defended by fome Europeans, and two hundred fe- 
poys, who refufed quarter, and were put to the 

The marquis de Confians avoided the Englifh, 
quitted his camp, and retired with his troops into 
Mafllilipatnam : but one of his detachments retook 
Rajamundry, where they feized the baggage and 
effedls of the Englifh officers, made twenty Euro¬ 
peans and forty fepoys prifoners. 

Colonel Forcle invefied Mafllilipatnam on tire 
7th of March, and carried on his approaches until 



vanced at the head of a numerous army within forty 
miles of Maffulipatnam, to wait the event of the 
fiege, with a hind of neutral indifference, accord¬ 
ing to the policy of thefe oriental princes: but when 
he underftood the fuccefs of the Englifh at this place, 
as well as at Madrafs, he follicited. their friendfhip a 
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and figned a treaty * with them, on the 14th of 
May; whereby he gave to the Englifh company, as 
an Knam, or free gift, “ the Circar of MaiTulipat- 
nam, with eight tiiUriels; the Circar of Nizam- 
patnam, with the diftrifls of Codaver and Wacal- 
manner; and granted them faneds, as he had done 
to the French.” He alio ar/reed, “ to oblige the 
French troops, then in the Drclcan, to evacuate that 
country: never to permit them to fettle there, to 
keep none of them in his fervice; and neither to 
protei'i them, or call them to his aflill'ance.” But 
the Englifh agreed, not to protedl the Soubah’s - 
enemies, or give them prutefliun. 

Shah Adaiiin Caivn, the foil of GauzediCawn, 
permitted his unde Salabatzing to continue viceroy 
of the Deckan ; rather than rdinquifh his own im¬ 
portant poll of grand vizir to the Great Mogul, 
which gave him an unlimited power over the im¬ 
perial court: but he wanted more power, and was 
determined, to deprive tiie emperor, Ahum Geer, 
of his dignity and life ; which he accompllfhed in a 
very bale 'and treacherous manner, by having him 
nlfaffinated in the royal gardens. Fit depended up¬ 
on the Moratcoes, who were defeated by the Patans, 
whofe chief, Ahmed Abdalla, placed his foil Timur 
on the throne. 

Count d’Fftaing was tint content with plunder¬ 
ing the Englifh fafiory at Gombroon in ryjp : but, 
in 1760, he travelled the ocean, and fcoured the 
coaft of Sumatra■]-, where the Englifh had fome 


* It was dated, “ Moon Ramadan 16th, Hegira u-z;” 
which is the 14th of May 1759. ^ Ht: iigned ^it in his own 

t Tim is one of [lie hu'nda iflands, fmiated in the Indian 
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bravely defended until the faQory had fecured their 
bed effedts, when the place was furrendered to the 
French, who committed all the ravages in their 
power, and carried off all the cffedls they could find 
to Batavia and the ifle of France * fo that when the 
company’s Uiips arrived from England, they found 
the fettlement reduced to the utmoft didrefs j but 
they reftured it the following year to its former date. 


C H A P. VIII. 

The Dutch invrjion of Bengal from Batavia in 
iyt>o. The conduit oj governor Cuvtw The 
Dutch /quadrat defeated and t kcn'bt three Eng¬ 
lish Jndiamen, under the command of captain Wil¬ 
son. Colonel Forde defeats a Dutch party at 
■ Guano bNAGtiRE ; «»</ afterwards defeats their 
■whole arms at Bederra. ihe Dutch dtrelior , 
and coitnjcl of fort Gustavus, defire a cejfation of 
hoftihtiest and conclude articles cf accommodation 
. with the F.ngiifh preftdent and council at fort Wil¬ 
liam. Governor t live protetis the Dutch Ircmthe 
refentmmt of the Sourah, who obliges them to ftgn 
a particular treaty.—lhe Dutch compatty complain 
to the Stateb-Generai.-, aw/British Am¬ 
bassador ^>v/e«/.t u memorial to them thereon .— 
The Shaw Zadda invades Bengal, and is kept 
back by governor Clive, who returns to Europe, 
and is fucceeded in thepreftdency by Mr. Holwell. 

W HILE the Englilh were fuccefsful on the 
coaft of Coromandel, they had like to have 
been ruined by the treachery of the Dutch in the 
province of Bengal. Either the Dutch were clanr 
dedinely engaged to divide the Englilh forces in In¬ 
dia, and withdraw them from Golcondai or elfe 
the 
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place under colonel Fordo, and the Engliih garri- 
fons were much reduced. 

In the mean time, a Dutch veflel arrived in the 
river, with European troops and Buggofes * on 
board. Governor Clive acquainted the Soubah there¬ 
with, who feemed greatly perplexed : however, he 
difpatched a Iecond purwanah to the Dutch, with 
orders to Uturbeg Khan, Fouzdaar + of Huegley, 
immediately to join the governor with a body of 
troops, and repeated his demand for aflifting the 
Engiifli, to prevent the Dutch troops or veflels 
from proceeding up the liver. 

In anfwer to the Soubah’s firft purwanah, the- 
Dutch made a l'olemn promile of obeying his or- ■ 
ders: and to the iecond, repeated the fam^folemrt 
aflurances ; declaring that the vcffeh which was ar¬ 
rived, came in by accident for water and provifions, 
being by ltrefs of weather driven afide the fort of 
Ncgapatnam, to which flic was bound ; and that 
both the veflel and troops on board would quit the 
river, as foon as they had taken in their refrefhments. 
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In the beginning of C-ftober, the Soubah Jaffir 
Allee Cawn came ro Calouttj, to pay a vifit to go¬ 
vernor Clive; and during his (lay advice came, 
that lower down the river, fix or liven other large 
Dutch veflels were arrived, full of European fol- 
diers and Buggofes. Some days after, there was 
certain intelligence of their coming up the river * 
and that the Dutch were cnlilting men of all forts 
at Chinfura, Caffimbuzar, and Patna. 

Governor Clive, with indefatigable diligence,. 
made the neccfiary dilpniitions to defeat the defigns 
of the Dutch. The (hips Calcutta, duke of Dorfet, 
and Hardwick Indiamen, the only veflels theEng- 
lilh had in the river, were ordered immediately to ’ 
come before the town : the detachments acrfhefort 
of Tanna, and at the battery of Chartroe, were rein¬ 
forced, and heavy artillery mounted there, as well 
as on the two faces of the new fort, which com¬ 
manded the river: the detachment at Patna was 
called off, and the militia put under arms. 

As loon as the Dutch imagined themielves in a 
condition to ail, they fent the Englifh a packet of 
remonllranccs, wherein they recapitulated all their 
preceding ones, and threatened to avenge them- 
felves and make reprifals, if the Englifh perfifted in 
vifiting the Dutch veflels, and hindering their troops 


between the Nabob and the Dutch, even until June 1760, as 
fee forth in the feveral letters between Mr. Holwcll and the 
refidcot at Moradbaag, on this ftibjcdl} where it will appear 
molt manifeft, that the Subah’s real intentions never were to 
oppofe thefc people, though he was from time to time calling^ 
upon us, and demanding afitftance. bv virtue of the treaty of 
alliance fubfilling between him and the Englifh:-witnefs 


which drew much c 


was known,*' Mr. HoKvcll’s lndi; 
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from coming up the river. The Englilh made an- 
fwer once for all, that they offered no infult to the 
Dutch flag, neither feized on, or meddled with 
their property, nor infringed their privileges: that 
•with regard to their introducing troops into Bengal, 
it was the Soubah’s bufinels to judge how far it con¬ 
cerned him to prelerve the peace and tranquility of 
his own country : that it was by order of the viceroy, 
and under the flag of the emperor, his matter, 
and by his troops, that the Dutch vefleis were (top¬ 
ped and vifited, and their troops prevented from 
coming up ; and confequently he was the proper 
perfon to apply to: that the Englilh were ready to 
, interpofe their good offices, to appeafe his refent- 

SH^ings wers in this ftate, when the Dutch com¬ 
modore began to commit hoftilities lower down the 
river, by firing with ball upon the Engliffi vefleis, 
feizing feven of them, and making all on board 
prifoners. They alfo began hoftilities on land, in 
the Engliffi purgannahs * of Fulta and Rajapore, 
where they took down the Engliffi flags, burnt the 
houfes, and deftroyed the effedts of the company’s 
tenants. The Leopard, captain Barclay, who was 
difpatched with letters to admiral Corniffi, was one 
of the ffiips they feized. 

Governor Clive acquainted the Soubah with 
thofe acts of violence committed by the Dutch lower 
down the river; adding, that as it was the Englilh 
with whom they had commenced the war, the 
Soubah ought to confider the quarrel, as fubfifting 
there only between them and the Dutch. 

Hitherto the Engliffi could not learn, whether 
the Dutch purpofed to bring up their vefleis, with 
the forces on board, above the batteries; or to de- 


* Country diflrifts. 
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bulk them as high as poflible, and then march them 
over land. However, governor Clive made the 
neccllary diljxrfitions againll' cither event, as far as 
the fmallnels of his numbers would permit; his 
whole force confiding of no more than two hundred 
and forty Europeans of the battalion, about eighty 
of the corps of artillery, and twelve hundred fe- 
poys. The choicdf troops of the former, and the 
greater part of the latter, together with li-vcral vo¬ 
lunteers of the militia, and part of the independent 
company, of which a hotly of cavalry was formed, 
were polled at Charnoe ami Tanna, .under captain 
Knox. Colonel Forde accepted the command of 
the troops that remained in ga -rilon, which march¬ 
ed northwards on the lixteenth of Novcmb*rf..’J'lie 
fame day Mr. Hoi well *, who hat) returned'from 
England, had orders to take upon him the guard 
and defence of Eort William with the militia, which 
confided of about two hundred ami fifty Europeans, 
befidcs fume inhabitants: the governor mean while 
dividing his attention and prelence between the two 
divifions, that at Charnoe, and that in the field, 

Tiie firft blow ftruek again ft the Dutch, was the 
taking the pofleflion of Barnagore 'I', whence colonel 
Forde palled with his troops, and four field pieces, 
to the other fide of the river to Syrampore, a Daniflr 
factory, and marched thence toCiiandanagore J: not 
only with the view of Unking terror into Chinfura; 
but alfo to be at hand to intercept the Dutch troops, 
if they debarked, and attempted to get there by 
land. 

On the 18th, the Dutch direflior and council 
wrote to the Englifh prefidency as follows: “ We 
have received, with the utmoft l'urprize, the difagree- 


* See till' volume, p. 242—e;z. f Or Bernagor. 

J See this volume, p, 255. ^ 
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and in cafe of rctufal, on the part of the Dutch, to 
attack their veflels. On the day following the de¬ 
mand was made, and refilled ; lb that an adion ens 
filed *. 

The Dutch had feven •(• veflels, four of which 
were of the line ; blit the Knglilli had only three Jin 


could not be properly Iccwnlcil tor lorhe tifne: . 
however, when the two other Hups came up, , |f tliev 
maintained lb fmart a fire upon the hjiucli, ThaJgaf; 1 ] 
of their fmallcr (liips were obliged to cut their cables 
and run, and the other was drove alliore. After 
about two hours fight, the Dutch commodore ftruck, 
and the others followed his example ; except his fe- 
cond, who got clear oft by lighting his way, and 
fell down to Ctilpee, where he was intercepted by 
the Oxford and Royal George, which had arrived 
two days before, and were ordered to join the other 
captains. The Dutch commodore had about thirty 
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;nen killed, and many wounded : he fullered molt, 
as did the duke of Dorfet on the Englilh fide, who 
was more immediately engaged with him. This 
fliip was almoft tore to pieces, and had about ninety 
fliot in her hull * yet fhe had not a man killed; nor 
did the other Ihips lofe a Angle man; though the 
Dutch had above one hundred killed and wounded. 
The reft were made prifoners, and carried up to 
Calcutta, a,nd all their Ihips were feized. 

On the fame day, the 24th, colonel Forde began 
his march from the French gardens northwards, 
p>ppo(ing to encamp between Cbandanagore and 
Clfinlura: but in paffing through the former place, 
he Was attacked by the Dutch, with four pieces of 
Vraivjo^, and the garrifon of Chinfura, which was 
rWSfched out,» and polled in the houfes and ruins of 
Chandanagore*; under the command of lieutenant 
-Van Stade, to meet the expefted troops; at the fame 
time that colonel Forde entered it with his troops'on 
the fouth fide. However, lie fucceeded in forcing 
them foon from their ambufcade ; took their cannon, 
killed and made prifoners upwards of forty men, 
and purfued the reft as far as the barrier of Chin¬ 
fura, which he prepared to attack, having been firft 
joined by captain Knox, and the troops from the 
batteries of Charnoe and Tanna. 

On the day following, colonel Forde received 
certain advice of the approach of the Dutch troops, 
debarked from the vefiels, which, in fpite of his vi¬ 
gilance, were joined by a party of the garrifon of 
Chinfura. He marched direftly with two field- 
pieces, and met them in the plain of Bederra, at 
about two cofs j- from Chinfura, where they foon 


* Bee this volume, p. 25;—258. The Dutch troops were 
taolsuropeans, and 300 fepoys. + About four miles 
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Thus the Dutch gentlemen difowned the pro¬ 
ceedings of their Ihips down the river, owned them- 
felves the aggreffors, and agreed to pay cofts and da- 
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their defired effeft : the young Nabob received their 
deputies; and, after fome fmart reproaches, grant¬ 
ed them pardon, with a promife of ample protec¬ 
tion in their commerce and privileges, on the fol¬ 
lowing conditions*: “ Never to think of making 
war in the country; never to introduce or enlilt 
troops, oreredl forts therein ; to keep on foot one 
hundred and twenty five foldiers only, and no more, 
for the (ervice of their feveral factories of Ball,fibre, 
Bengal, and Patna : immediately to fend away their 
vefl'els and troops: and in cafe they ever contra¬ 
vene any one of thofe articles, to be punilhcd by 
entire expulfion out of the country. Thefc condi- 
hytior 1 ^ were ratified by the council of Hughly ; ami 
■ -die Nqjpob, having fatisfaction made him for the 
tiuuble and eitpences of his march, decamped and 
returned to Muxadabad. 


* Copy of the Dutch propofah made to the Chuta N 
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But the prefident and council of Bengal fully in¬ 
formed the court of directors of the Englilh Eaft 
India company of this whole proceeding; in confe¬ 
tti quence of which, a memorial * was prefented by the 
Bricilh mlnifter at the Hague; to the States-general 
of the united provinces; containing “complaints 
of grievous hoftilities, committed by theTer'vants of 
the Dutch Eaft-India company, on the fubjeCts of 
his Britannic Majefty in Bengal”; to the following 
purport: 

“ That common fame mull already have in¬ 
formed their High Mightinefles of an event, as fe- 
rious as extraordinary ; an ample detail of which was 

That "their High Mightneffes would therein 
find a relation of a feries of hoftilities committed by 
the fervants of the Dutch Eaft-India company on the 
Britiih fubjeCts at Bengal; which, had they fuc- 
ceeded agreeably to the willies and efforts of the 
authors, mud have ended in nothing lefs than the 
total deftruCtion of ope of his Britannic Majefty’s 
principal fetdemems in the Eaft-Indies. 

“ That their High Mightinefles were doubtlefs 
aftonillied at this declaration ; but would be much 
more fo, on reading the piece annexed; as his Bri¬ 
tannic Majefty was, who had given too many proofs 
of his conifant friendfliip for theirHigh Mightinefles, 
and deferved too well at their hands, to expeft a 
procedure fo injurious upon any occafion; much 
lefs at a time, when under the protection of an ad¬ 
vantageous neutrality, the fubjeCts of their High 
Mightinefles enjoyed all the benefits of an extenfive 
commerce; even at a time when their High Migh- 
tinefles claimed exertions of the meft rigorous j uf- 
tice at the hinds of his Majelly.in their favor, 


; That 
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“ That their High Mightineffes would then* 
judge what his Majdly’s furprize mull have been,, 
when informed, that, without any previous com¬ 
plaint, without the lead indication of a ferious dif- 
pute fubfifting between the .two nations in thelndies,. 
his fubjefts were attacked and threatened with the 
greatett calamities, had the fate of arms favored! 
the aggreifors. But the king was too great and too 
generous, to impute, to their High Mightineffes the 
lead knoudege of an aft of violence, fo contrary to- 
good faith, and lb much beneath the dignity of a. 
ioveteign power. 1 iis Majelly was therefore wil- 
ling to Hatter himfelf, that thole ails of hoftility 
proceeded not from any order ilt'ucd from the di-..- 
redors of the Dutch Kail-India company; not-- 
witliftanding the molt authentic proofs, that the 
armament, which attacked the Knglilh at Bengal, 
was equipped in Batavia. 

“ That his Majelly fcrupled not to lay the 
whole all',tit before their High Mightineffes, and to 
demand an ample fatisfaftion for Inch an outrage,, 
by the exemplary punilhment of the authors there¬ 
of : and that his Majelly expeded the mod pe¬ 
remptory and cffcdual orders Humid be illiied, for 
preventing Inch exeelies in future, and tile faithful 
execution of tile llipulations agreed on by tile fer- 
vants of the two companies in the Indies, as a re¬ 
paration for lb illegal ami violent a proceeding.” 

’ ‘ " ' Their High Migh- 

inorial, and,pleaded 
; which encouraged 


What was the co 
tinefles took the hint in t 
ignorance of the whole 
their Eaft-Imlia compan; 
fices, and even fo far 
iVUghtinclTes, “ to take 
SB their dependants ini 
. tion ; and procure proper 
violence and hoftility ct 


co requeft their High 
r Kall-India company 
their particular protec- 
isfadion for the ads of 
nitted oil them; with 
full 
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full reparation of the damages they had fuftain- 
ed 

To their defence, the Dutch company added their 
humble fuit, “ for the particular protedtion Of their 
High Mightineffes with the greater importunity and 
ardor; as on the redrefs of their grievances depend¬ 
ed the fate of the fettlemcnts and commerce of the 
Dutch company at many places in India: for, if thd 
Englilh Eait-lndia company, fupported by the 
king’s Ihips and troops, continued to have in their 
hands the power, which for fume time paft they 
had there : while this power in Bengal, and who 
could tell where clfe befides, was employed, in 
Reliance, and in the avowed violation of the 
A'oft folemn treaties and engagements, violently 
hindering the »Dutch from protedting their fet- 
tlements, and fecuring their commerce there: 
and, on the other hand, the fervants of the faid 
company, under favor . of that fuperiority, were 
enabled, to the entire ieclulion of the Dutch com¬ 
pany, wholly to engrois that and other capital 
branches of trade; and, with a view to farther 
branches of commerce, to traverfe and oblbruft the 
trade of the Dutch company, by every unwarrant¬ 
able and oppieffive means; then will, then muft, to 
their bitter regret, the ftttlemcnt of the Dutch 
company, and their commerce, very foon have a 
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final period, not only in Bengal, but in other places 

In fhort; their High Mightineffes were too much 
interefted themfelves in the concerns of their Eaft- 
India company; fo that what they promifed, was 
never performed, 

The Englifli at Bengal had the more reafon to be 
jealous of the Dutch, as the Shaw Zadda, a fon of 
the late Mogul, and undoubted heir of the Mogul 
empire, had fet up pretenlions to the Soubalhip of 
Bengal, and invaded the provinces on the fide of 
Patna, with a numerous army: but colonel Clive 
joined the Soubah, preferved Patna, and drove the 
prince beyond the river Kurrumnaila. The prince,, 
frequently wrote to the colonel, offering any term.'. .. 
for the company and himl'clf; on,condifion the 
Englilh would quit the Soubah, and join his arms; 
but the colonel gave the prince no encouragement. 

In the beginning of the year 1760, the Shaw 
Zadda invaded the provinces again, with a force 
more refpe&able than before, both in troops and 
commanders, by the revolt of Comgar Cawn, Go- 
lam Shaw, Kheiin Cawn, and others: while the 
Subah had made himlelf and family fo univerfally 
hated, that molt people in the province wilhed fuc- 
cels to the prince. 

Colonel Clive refigned the government, on the 
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all political occurrences, with the country govern- 
, ment, confided of the prefident ■, Peter Amyatt, Efq; 

\ major Caillaud, Mr. Sumner, and Mr. M‘Guire: 

' the major and Mr. Amyatt abfent; the one in the 
.field; the other chief of Patna.' Soon after which, 
Mr. Vanfittart fucceeded to the government at Cal¬ 
cutta, and Mr. Holwell returned to England. 
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BOOK X. 


'Affairs-in India from 1760, until thc'Gwe.-. 
kal Peace in Europe in 1763, 


C H A P. I. 


'The Jtege and rcduf/itm of Cahu'at., and other places 
by major Monson ; as a/Jb »/’ Pondicherry, by 
colonel Coot a, csUh the off once of the admiraly 
Cornisii and Stevens, in 17G0, andiyfi. 

T HE Britifb parliament, on the 31ft of March 
1760, granted 20,000 1 . to the Eaft India 
company ®for carrying on die war in India, where 
I have already taken notice of the arrival of admiral 
Cornifli, and fummarily mentioned the blockade of 
Pondicherry; having rclerved a more particular 
account of that important liege for this its proper 


* The dire&ors for iy 6 o \v< 
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Ad miral Cornilh co-operated with colonel 
'Coote, and the liege of Carical was the immediate 
■objeft of their refolutions; for which purpofe ma¬ 
jor Monfon, the chief engineer, feven gunners and 
fifty pioneers, embarked on board the fleet.; with 
the affiftance of the marines, forty artillery, one 
•hundred Europeans, and two thoufand fepoys, 
which were ordered to join them from Trichinopoli. 
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miles of the place ; and that four hundred European 
foot were advanced as far as Chiilambrumj to the 
relief of the belieged. The major boldly fummoned 
the governor, with a refolution to attack by ftorm, 
if he would not furrender: but after a little difficul¬ 
ty, the Frenchman gave up the place, and the gar- 
l ifon became prilbners of war. 

The major marched next to Chillambrum, where 
he made lix officers, forty Europeans, and three 
hundred fepoys anil topalles prilbners: after which, 
he took Verdachilum, where he made prilbners of 
twenty-five Europeans and two hundred fepoys. 

Major Monlbn, having thus deprived the French 
of many valuable poHl-flious, rejoined colonel Cootf?" 
in the beginning of May : the marines rcirvbarkcd 
and admiral Cornilh was foon afitei- joined by ad¬ 
miral Stevens, in the road of Fort St. David, with 
five drips from Bombay; and the arrival of the 
Norfolk and Panther, on me 14m or June, increaf- 
ed the fquadron to thirteen fail. 

Tin;-attention of colonel Cootc was fixed upon 
the redudlion of Pondicherry, and all his operations 
were conduced towards that dclireable event. Hav¬ 
ing fubdued Waldour, and Vilenonr, he encamped 
in the front of the latter village, with his left on 
the defeent of the Red-hill, about four miles from 
the town of Pondicherry, and not above amileand 
half from Oullagary, near which the French were 
encamped. Both armies threw up redoubts in the 
■feveral avenues, apd the advanced parties were 
frequently within mulkct-fliot of each other. 

During this time, the French made three at¬ 
tempts upon Cuddalorc : in the liill they carried off 
%enty fide marines and Tailors •, but were repelled 
lofs in the other two. General Dally alio pre¬ 
vailed on Hydranaig, the Maiiibrenn general, to 
fend him fupplies: but captain Smith was lent from 
Trichinopoli, with one thouftnd fepoys, to invade 
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■the king of Maiffore’s country, and draw his troops 
from Pondicherry; which anfweredthe end propol- 
,ed : the Morattoes deprived Hydranaig of all au¬ 
thority, and the king of Maifiore entered into al» 

When the rainy feafon drew near, governor 
Pigot and colonel Coote folicited the admiral to 
land his marines, and aftift in taking Ariancopang. 
They were landed agreeable to their requett at Cud- 
dalore, on the 29th of Auguft; and the next day 
arrived at the camp. Colonel Coote immediately 
made a difpofition to attack Ariancopang, by a de¬ 
tachment of eight hundred men, under major Mon- 
fon : while the colonel marched with the main body 
’’.againfl* Oullagary. General Tally obtained intelli¬ 
gence of this defign, and refolved to defeat it by 
an unexpected ftroke. He accordingly attacked the ' 
four advanced redoubts of the befiegers, about four 
in the morning of the 3d of September: the French 
fuccceded at one redoubt, which they fet on fire, 
and made three gunners prifoners; ba-t they were 

At this time, the company’s ihips arrived at 
Madrafs, with a battalion of Highlanders to aug¬ 
ment the army, and a commiflion of colonel for 
major Mnnfon, whereby he took rank of colonel 
Coote, who retired to Madrafs, with intent to pro¬ 
ceed to Bengal. 

On the 9th of September at midnight, colonel 
Monfon gave out orders for the whole army to at¬ 
tack the Flench polls of Oullagary church, and the 
■redoubts in the bound-hedge. Major Smith march¬ 
ed with the company’s troops directly to Oullagary, 
where the main body of the French were pofe!, 
whom he vigorously attacked before day-light,%nd 
drove from their ground ; he took nine field-pieces, 
purfued them to a redoubt, where they made fome 
refiftijnee, 
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refinance, but were forced from thence to take pro- 
teftion under the walls of the town. 

Colonel Monfon had provided for intercepting 
them; his plan being to match himlclf with two 
regiments to attack the Waldour and Tamarind 
redoubts, and by forcing his way within the bound- - 
hedge, to cut off the retreat of the main body of 
the French, which major -Smith was to drive into 
his hands. This well-projetlal iclieme was pre¬ 
vented by the darkncls ot the night, which occa¬ 
sioned one detachment to lole the way, and this in¬ 
cited the colonel to put liimlclf at the head of the 
grenadiers, who took the redoubts, with fifteen pieces 
■of cannon. The colonel had both 'bones_nf his-legfl 
broke by a (hot in this attempt, which dilated hitr* 
from proceeding: fo that the motif important ad¬ 
vantage propofed by this luccefs, was unfortunately 
loft; for the troops contented themlelves with fecur- 
ing the advantage they had gained, and took poll 
in the bound-hedge. 

Next day, the whole army encamped ac-Oulla- 
gary ; and the French abandoned Ariancopang, af¬ 
ter blowing up one fide ot the fort, which the Eng¬ 
lish foun repaired, and tilabhlhed a poll there. As 
colonel Monfon was unable to continue the com¬ 
mand of the army, it was relumed by colonel Cooce, 
who arrived at the camp on the. twentieth of Sep¬ 
tember. He loon after took another redoubt, and 
made it tenable againll the enemy, who attacked it 
with three hundred .iturnpeans, anti feven hundred 
fepoys, but Were repelled with confidcrable lofs. 

The rainy fcafnn and monloons letting in, colo¬ 
nel Coote was obliged to provide again It the .natu¬ 
ral accidents that happen in thole regions from the 
inclemency of the weather, and removed his army 
to encamp on a hill about a mile and half to the left, 
where he continued until the fcafon returned for ac¬ 
tion, and pfofecuting the fiegc. 


How- 
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However, admiral Stevens continued crtiifing 
mff Pondicherry, and lent in the boats of the fleet, 
under the command of captain Newfon, and lieute¬ 
nant Ourry, to cut out the Balier and Hermione, 
•which were in the harbor. The boats carried them 
both away; after which the admiral failed for 
Trincomaly; but left five Ihips of the line, under 
the .command of captain Haldane, to block up the 
harbor of Pondicherry, as the town was then greatly 
diftrefied for want of provifions. 

On the 9th of November, colonel Coote ordered 
a ricochet battery for four pieces of cannon to he 
■erected to the northward, at about fourteen hundred 
.1 yards from the town ; but more with a dofign to 
Vharrafs the befieged, than of doing any damage to 
the woAcs at So great a diftance: and, on the 10th, 
the befiegers began to land their ftores, as alfo to 
prepare every thing for carrying on the liege with 
vigor. 

The rains being over by the 26th, colonel Coote 
■imagined that the diftreffes of the French might be 
much augmented, and garrifon-duty rendered very 
■fatiguing, if l'ome batteries were erecled on difle- 
aent qoarters of the town : he therefore gave di- 
-redtions to the engineers to pitch on proper places, 
at fuch diftances, and in fuch fituations, that the 
ftiot from them might enfilade the works of the 
■garrifon, and the befiegers not be expofed to any 

Accordingly, the following batteries were trac¬ 
ed out 5 one for four guns,’railed the prince of 
Wales’s, near the breach on the north fide, to enfi¬ 
lade the great ftreet, which ran north and fomh 
'through the White Town : another, called the duke 
■of Cumberland’s, for four guns and two mor-jars, 
'to the north-weft quarter; at one thoufand yards 
diftance,’ to enfilade the north face of a large coun- 
fer-guard, before the north-weft baftion: a third, 
called 
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called prince Edward's, for two guns, to the fo«th- 
■ward, at twelve hundred yards diltance, to enfilade 
the (Ireets from fouth to north, lb as to crofs the 
fire from the northern battery: anti a fourth to the 
fouth-weft, called prince William’s, for two guns 
and one mortar, ac one thouland yards dillance, in 
order to deftroy the guns in St. Thomas’s redoubt, 
and to ruin the vdluls and boats mar it. On the 
8th of December, at midnight, they were all open- 


thiPbVlqVrs!"whliout doing imu I. daiiuge'to them" 
and little more was done until the syth, when a bat¬ 
tery, railed the Hanover, was begun by the be-^ r 
fiegers, tor ten guns anil three mortars^ to thp*- 
northward, at four hundred and fifty yards diltance 
from the town, againtl the north-welt counter-guard 


Tuts;; approaches contributed (b greatly to in- 
creafe the mileries of the bdieged, that the number 
of delcrtcrs daily increaled : however, general Lally 
was (till defirous of defending the place, in hopes 
of luccors. He drove fourteen hundred poor help- 
dels inhabitants out of the town, and had even the 
inhumanity to fire upon them; but colonel Coote 
generoufly permitted them to pals his guard, and 
leek for fublifience about tile country. 

'Admiral Stevens arrived off l’ondichcrry, on 
the 25th, with four lltips of the line ; having parted 
company with admiral Corni(h,and his divilion, on 
the 16th, in blowing weather. But, on the firftof 
January 1761, a violent Harm of wind and rain 
coming on, admiral Stevens found it ablolutely 
neceffary, for the fafety of his majefty’s Ihips, to 
cut . their cables and put ro lea, where he parted 
company with the other (hips of his fquadron. This 
ftorm began at eight in the evening, and tailed un¬ 
til almoft four the next morning, whereby great dar 
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mage'was done to the beficgers by land and lea. 
On the 4th, the admits! leturned into Pondicherry 
road, and had the misfortune to find, that his ma- 
jefty’s (hip, duke of Aquitain, had foundered a- 
faout two leagues to the louthward, and the Sunder¬ 
land two leagues to the northward of that place, 
and that- molt of the crews perifl’cci. The Ihips 
Newcaftle and Queenhormigh, with the Proteftor 
firefliip, were drove aihurc, and loft a little to the 
fouthward of Ariancopang; but the people were 
faved, as alfo the ordnance and molt of the (lores 
and provilinns *. Several of the other Ihips fullered 
in the ftorni ; but with the help of the malts, yards, 
■ and (tores faved from the wrecked (hips, and the 
. ajpiftance of the fquadron, they were foot) completely 
refitted,"and p*it in a proper date of Itrvice; while 
admiral Cornilli arrived, and colonel Coote repaired 
liis batteries, which the ftorni had almoft ruined ; 
fo that the blockade of Pondicherry was as complete 

General I.ally endeavored to make the moft 
of this difafter; and when he (aw the port open, he 
immediately difpatched advice of his fuppofed de¬ 
liverance to M. Raymond, the French refident at 
Pullicat. This letter was dated the ad of January, 
whereby he informed M. Raymond as follows: 

“ The Englilh fquadron is no more : out of the 
twelve (hips they had in our road, feveo are. loft, 
crews and all j the four others difmafted; and it 
appears, there is no more that: one frigate that hath 
efcaped : therefore do not lofe" an inftani to fend 
us Cheiingoes upon Chelingoes loaded with rice : 
the Dutch have nothing to f-ar now ; belides, ac¬ 
cording to the rights of'nations, they are only to 
(end us no provifions themielves, and we are no 
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more blocked up by fea. The faving of Pondichet- 
ry hath been in your power once already: if you. 
mifs the prelent opportunity, it will be entirely youc 
fault. Do not forget alfo fome fmall Chelingoes: 
offer great rewards:. I exped: l'eventeen thoufand 
Morattocs within thefe four days. In lliort, rifque 
all, attempt all, force all, and fend us forae rice, 
(hould it be but half a garfe at a time.” 

This letter was intercepted by the vigilance of 
admiral Stevens, who immediately dil'patdicd cir¬ 
cular letters to t:lu: Dutch and Danifli fettlements, 
to acquaint them, “ That notwithllanding the re¬ 
presentations of general I.ally, he had eleven fail of 
his Britannic majelly’s Ihips of the line, and two,- 
frigates, under his command, in condition for fer r -w. 
vice, holding the blockade of Pondicherry C and as’ 
that place was clol'ely invelled and blockaded by 
land and fea ; and as, in that calc, it was contrary, 
to the law of nations, for any neutral power to give 
them any fuccor or relief, lie had determined to leize 
any veiled or boat that Ihould attempt to throw any 
provifions into that place.” 

Colonel Coote repaired his batteries, while the 
Ihips returned to their ftations in the road, and the 
army continued their approaches without interrup¬ 
tion. On the 5th, the colonel attacked a pod: of 
very great conlequence to the beliegers, called St. 
Thomas’s redoubt, in which were four twenty eight 
pounders, and carried it without any lofs. But at 
day-light, on the 6th, three hundred French gre¬ 
nadiers retook it; which was principally owing to- 
the negligence of the lepoys. 

The Hanover battery was repaired on the rath, 
and kept tip a brilk fire, which greatly damaged 
the counter-guard and'bullion, and made a breach 
in the curtain. 

Colonel Coote, on the 13th in the evening, or¬ 
dered a working-party ol {even hundred Europeans, 
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and four hundred Lafcars, widr the pioneers com¬ 
pany, under the command of a major, to the north¬ 
ward, where the engineers had traced out a battery 
for eleven guns and three mortars. At eight 
o’clock, they began a trench for introducing gabions 
of four feet high, which were to form the interior 
facing of the battery. At the fame time, a parallel 
was begun, ninety yards in the rear, of two hundred' 
and fifty yards long, and an approach of four 
hundred yards in length. Notwithftanding the 
moon (hone very bright, and the battery within five 
hundred yards of the walls, every thing went on 
without the ieaft difturbance from tile bbfieged : 
.and, by morning, fix embrasures were in a condi¬ 
tion to receive guns, and the red far advanced: this- 
w”as calldll the l£oyal battery. 

On the 14th, the Hanover battery maintained a 
eon (tan t fire the whole day, which entirely ruin¬ 
ed the welt face and flank of the north-wed baftion. 

On the rjcli, the Royal battery was opened, 
which, by eight in the morning, filenced the fire 
from the town, and gave the beliegers an opportu¬ 
nity of beginning a trench, to contain their royal 
mortars, and three guns, for the more fpeedy de¬ 
molition of the demi-baftion and ravelin of Ma~ 
drafs-gate. 

GENERAL-Lally then began to defpair: he had 
boaded to dedroy all the Englifli fettlements in In¬ 
dia ; but now he fbuhd it impoffible to protefl Pon¬ 
dicherry : therefore he became a fupplicant, andr 
that evening lent out colonel Durre, of the royal: 
artillery, with the chief of the Jefaits, and two Ci¬ 
vilians, with the following propofals -to colonel 
Coote for delivering up the garrifon. 

“ The taking of Chandernagore, contrary to the- 
faith of treaties, and of that neutrality which has- 
always fubfuled between all European nations, and 
namely between the two nations in this part of In- 
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dia; and that immediately after a fignul fervlcd 
which the French nation had rendered the Engliih, 
not only in taking no part againft them with the 
Nabob of Bengal, but in receiving them in their fet- 
tlemcnts, to give them time to recover from their 
fiilt Ioffes' fas appears by the letters of thanks from 
Mr. l'igot himtelf, and from the council of Madrafs 
to that of Pondicherry) added to the formal refufal 
of fulfilling the conditions of a cartel, agreed upon 
between our reipedive mailers, though it was at firft 
accepted by Mr. l'igot, and the commiflaries were 
named on both lides to go to Sadrafs to fettle ami¬ 
cably the dillicultics which might occur in its exe- 


of war to his Britannic majelly, upon the terms of 
the cartel, winch 1 reclaim equally for all the inha¬ 
bitants of Pondicherry, as well as for the exercife 
of the Roman religion, the religious houfes, hofpi- 
tals, chaplains, furgeons, iervams, &c. referring 
mylelf to the deciiion of our two courts for repara¬ 
tion proportioned to the violation of fo lolcmn a 
treaty. 

AccoaniNot.Y, Mr. Coote may take poffeffion 
to-morrow morning at eight o’clock, of the gate of 
Villenour; and after to-morrow at the fame hour of 
that of fort St Louis: and as he has the power in his 
own hands, he wii] diifatc fuch ulterior dii'pofitions 
to be made, as he fhall judge proper. 

1 human n, merely from a principle ofjutliceand 
humanity, that the mother and fillers of Kaza *Saib 


* Raja Saib, fon of Chninla Saib. Srr this voltinte, p. 50, 
61. 63. 65. 76, So, anti p. S5. S.j. .34. in. 117. 132.135. 
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be permitted to fcek * Ally Cawn’s bands, which are 
ftill red with the blood of the hulband and father, 
that he has fpilt, to the (hame indeed of thole wlu> 
gave them up to him 5 but not lefs to the fliame ot 
the commander of the Engliih army, who fliould 
not have allowed fuch a piece of barbarity to be 
committed in his camp. 

As I am tied up by the cartel in the declaration 
which I make to Mr. Conte, 1 content, that the gen¬ 
tlemen of the council of Pondicherry may make 
their own reprefentations to him, with regard to 
what may more immediately concern their o»n pri¬ 
vate intcrefls, as weil as the incereft of the inhabi¬ 
tants of the colony. 

Done ac Fort Louis, off Pondicherry, the 15th 
\ of Jonuarv 1761. 

V ■ Signed Lally. 

To colonel Coote, commander in chief of his Bri¬ 
tannic Majefty’s forces before Pondicherry, 

A true copy. Francis Rowland, fee.” 

Colonel Coote’s anfwer to M. Lally’s ptopofals. 

“ The particulars of the capture of Chandcrna- 
gore having been long fince tranfmitted to his Bri¬ 
tannic Majefty, by the officer to whom that place 
furrendered, Colonel Coote cannot take cognizance 
of whip: palled on that occafion ; nor can he admit 
the fame as any way relative to the furrender of 
Pondicherry. , 

The difputes which have arilen concerning the 
- cartel concluded between their Britannic and molt 
Chriftian Majefties, being as yet undecided, colonel 
Coote has it not in his power to admit, that the 
troops of his molt Chriftian Majefty, and thbfe of 


* Seek an afyluin wliere they pleafr 
Uifhomct AJlT&awn’s'hands’’ 

Vol. II. ■ D d 
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the French Eall: India company, fliall be deemed 
prifoners of war to his Britannic Majetty, upon 
the terms of that cartel: but requires that they 
lurrender themfelvcs prifoners of war, to be ufed 
as he (hall think confiltent with the interefts of his 
Britannic majetty: and colonel Coote will (hew all 
filch indulgences as are agreeable to humanity. 
Colonel Coote will lend the grenadiers of his regi¬ 
ment, between the hours of eight and nine to¬ 
morrow morning, ro take pofleflimi of the Villenour 
•gates and the next morning, between the fame 
hours, he will allb take poli'dlion of the gate of 
Fort St. I.ouis. The mother and filters of Raza 
Saib fliall be efcortcd to Madrals, where proper care" 
fliall be taken for their lately ; and they fliall no¬ 
on any account, be delivered into the hands of ’.Ha- 
bob Mahomed Alice Cawn 

Tin; articles propofed to colonel Coote by tile 
chief of the jeluits were as follow : “The fuperior 
council of Pondicherry, authorized by the count de 
Tally, lieutenant-general of the armies of his molt 
Chriltian majetty, and his commiflary in India, to 
treat for the laid town anti its inhabitants, prefent 
the following articles to colonel Coote, commander 
of his Britannic majefty’s troops on the coaft of 
Coromandel. 

Aitici.s I. Upon the reducUon of the place, its 
inhabitants fliall not in any wile be injured ; their 
houfes. fliall be preferved, and they fliall retain all 
their effefts and merchandize, with liberty of 
choice to convey them wherever they fliall think 
proper, or to continue their dwelling in the faid 


* <■ Given at th 
cherry, the liftcent] 

mandcr in chief of li 
at -Pondicherry.” 


i head-quarter: 

: Lully, Kiq; lie 
is moll Chrilliau 
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any other nation, fettled heretofore in Pondicherry 

for their trade. 

Art. VI. The Creoles, or natives of Mauritius 
and of Bourbon, amounting in number to forty- 
one, including five officers, as well thofe who are 
in health, as thofe who have been wounded, or 
are invalids, having ferved as volunteers, and not 
being foldiers, thould have their liberty of return¬ 
ing to their home, by the firil good opportunity 
they may find. 

Art. VII. Safe-guards Jhal! be granted, to pre¬ 
vent diforder. 

Art. VIII. All the foregoing articles fliall be 
executed agreeable to good faith.” 

No anfwcr was returned to thefe bill articles bv 
colonel Coote, who was fully fallible of thcdiftreV 
fes of the befieged; and, as they hau no more titan 
provifions left for one day, he obliged the garrifon 
to furrtndcr priloners of war. Accordingly, the 
place-was delivered up to the linglilh forces on the 
16th of January, after a blockade and tedious fiege 
of eight months. 

Tub Englifh commifiaries were immediately or¬ 
dered to take an account of all the military /lores 
found in the garrifon, and returns to be given in 
of the number of officers, nou-commiffioned and 
private, of the different corps, at the time the place 
furrendered, as well of the number of inhabitants: 
all of which colonel Coote tranfmitted to the Britifli 
miniftry, from his head-quarters, at Oulgaret, on 
the 3d of February 1761 -, together with a plan 
of the garrifon, and the works carried on againfi: 
the place. 

The number of prifoners was great; and the 
place was a very important acquifition, as hereby 
evidently appears; 


“ Return 
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“ Return of brafs and iron ordnance, carriages, 
powder, (hot, and final! arms, found, on the works 
of Pondicherry, town, citadel and artillery park. 
Brass ordnance 81 ferviceable, 2 unfervice¬ 
able; iron ordnance 436'ferviceable, 48 unfer- 
viceable •, brafs howitzers 13 ferviceable ; • iron 
howitzers 2 ferviceable; brafs mortars 82 fer¬ 
viceable ; iron mortars 7 ferviceable; carriages of 
different forts 326 ferviceable, 58 unferviceable; 
mortar beds 46 ferviceable, wood ; mortar beds 7 
ferviceable, iron; double-headed fhot 182; lead 
fhot of different nature 60264; fhells and hand 
grenadoes 22599 ; grape fhot 1095; 207 barrels of 
powder 20olb. each ferviceable; 14S81 barrels of 
powder of toolb. each ferviceable ; total of powder 
2>«p58olb-, barrels of powder unferviceable 56; 
powder in cartridges of different nature 403301b ; 
exclufive of fmall arms ammunition ; ammunition 
fixed for wall-pieces 2907, mulkets 368640, car¬ 
bines 98980, piftols 46830, gingalls 20700 ; muf- 
kets new with bayonets 1550 ; ditto new without 
bayonets 325 ; ditto with locks, moftly bad 2351 ; 
ditto unferviceable, between 7 and 8000; Englifh 
•wall-pieces, good 18; ditto bad 8 ; French wall- 
pieces, good 190; gingal pieces, old 73 ; carbines 
35 ; fuzees long, new 120; ditto old 50; ditto 
fhort 30; piftols, new pairs 600; ditto old pairs 
310; hangers, new 3200; fabres, new 1000; 
broad fwords and fabres mixed 195 ; bayonets, new 
3000; ditto, 500; poleaxes 1200 ; cartouch boxes, 
new 3000; ditto old, 2000; flints, about 20 
hoglheads; mulket-balls, 6 barrels; ditto 80 kegs; 
iron ramrods about 12000; copper drums ij; 
wood ditto 17; efpontoons, old, 28 ; cartridge 
boxes of different'fizes 20860; a fmall quantity of 
fixed ammunition ; ladles of different fizes 265; 
fponges ditto, moftly old, 430 •, lead aprons of diffe¬ 
rent fizes, 363 ; wad-hooks ditto 50; grates for 
D d 3 heating 
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heating (hot 2 ; with a large quantity of mufltet 
flings, buIT belts, armourers, fmiths, and carpenters 
tools, locks, and other lumber. 

Pondicherry, January 27, 1761. 
Signed Charles Milton, military commiflary-gene- 
ral. E. Chandler, commiflary of artillery.” 

“ Exact ftatc of the troops of his moft Chriltian 
majcfty, under the command of lieutenant general 
X.ally, in Pondicherry, which furrendered at dil- 
cretion (to colonel Eyre Coote, commanding in 
chief his Britannic inajelly’s land forces, lay¬ 
ing fiege to that place) the 15th day of January 
.1761, prifoners of war. 

Kino’s troops. Artillery. Commiffioned-oflirers. 
I lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 1 captajn, 1 flrft liiy;.* 
tenant. Staff-officers. 1 furgeon•major, 2 feife- 
tarics, 3 artificers, 6 miners, 1 volunteer. Non- 
commiflioncd oflicers, 1 ferjeant-ntajor, 11 ferjeaats. 
Rank and file. 8 corporals, 4 lance-corporals, 42 
gunners.—Lorrain regiment. Commiflioned-oificers. 

1 lieutenant-colonel, 16 captains, 13 flrft lieutenants, 
3 fecond lieutenants. Scaft'-ofliccrs. 1 chaplain, t 
adjutant, 1 furgeon-major, 2 fecrctarics, Non-cflm- 
miflioned officers. 1 Icrjcant-major, 28 ferjeants, t 

porals, 31 lance-corporals, 178 private.—Tally's re¬ 
giment. Conimillioncdolliccrs, 1 lieutenant-general, 
13 .captains, 14 fil'd lieutenants. Staff-officers, t 
quarter-mailer, 1 furgeon-major. Non-commiflioned 
officers. 1 ferjeant-major, 20 ferjeants, 1 drum-ma¬ 
jor, 10 drummers. Rank and file. 139 private, 
29 invalids.—.Marines. Commiffioned officers. 7 
captains, 6 flrft lieutenants, 2 fecond lieutenants. 
Staff-officers. 1 adjutant, 1 fecretary. Non-com- 
'jnifiioned officers, and rank and lile, 278,—Com¬ 
pany’s troops. Artillery. Commiffioned oflicers. 

2 captains, .5 flrft lieutenants, 2 fecond lieutenants. 
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4 enfigns, Staff-officers. 1 adjutant, 1 commif- 
fary, 2 affiftants, .9 volunteers. Non-commiffioned 
officers. 1 ferjeant-major, 10 ferjeants, 1 drum- 
major, 5 drummers. Rank and file. 6 corporals, 
45 gunners.—Cavalry. Commiffioned officers. 1 
captain, 2 firft lieutenants. Rank and file. 12 
private.—Volunteers of Bourbon. Commiffioned 
officers. 1 captain, 1 fecond lieutenant, 3 enfigns. 
Staff-officers. 1 adjutant. Non-commifiioned of¬ 
ficers. 1 ferjeant-major, 2 ferjeants, 1 drummer. 
Rank and file. 4 corporals, 2 lance corporals, 24 
private.—Battalion of India. .Commiffioned offi¬ 
cers. 1 major, 12 captains, 11 firft lieutenants, 1 
fecond lieutenant, 10 enfigns. Staff-officers. .1 chap¬ 
lain, 1 adjutant, 1 furgeon-major, 2 fecretaries. 
Ajpn-cctnmifijoned officers. 1 -ferjeant-major, 17 
ferjeants, 1 drum ; major, 10 drummers. Rank and 
file. 15 corporals, 99 private.—Invalids. Com¬ 
miffioned officers. 1 major. Staff-officers. 1 ad¬ 
jutant, 1 captain of the ports, 3 fecretaries. Non- 
commiffioned officers. 1 ferjeant-majof, 22 fer- 
jeants, 1 drummer. Rank and file. 15 corporals, 
79 private. 

Total of commiffioned Officers, Staff-officers, 
Non-commiffioned officers, rank and file. 

Kino's troops. Artillery 83, Lorrain regiment 
327, Latly’s regiment 230, marines 295.—Com¬ 
pany’s troops. Artillery 94, cavalry 15, volunteers 
of Bourbon 40, battalion of India 192, invalids 
124. Total 1420—Supernumerary commiffioned 
and extraordinary ftaff 37. Total of the troops. 
1437.—Civil lift, including governor, council, and 
inhabitants 381,—Grand total of thofe returns 1818. 

Thus the French were deprived of their boafted 
* power in India, and little remained to expel them 
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entirely out of the country. The Englifli left Pon¬ 
dicherry in the fame ruined {late as the French for¬ 
merly left Madrafs *, and Fort St. David f ; and 
colonel Coote remained an ablblute conqueror on 


He ntlm-limi of Muuv., a Fhknimi fHtkmcnt , with 
its ilepmiUutia, on the co/ijt of Mai.aiiah, by mn - 
jor Hr:crou Monro, in tybi.—Tic conijiiejl of 
Manim.a, from the Scaniaiids, by general Dra- 
I’Rtt and ailtiiiriil Cornish, in 

P ONDICHERRY was the lad pllice which f/ii'e 
French poflifled on the coal! of Coromandel: 
but they Hill enjoyed one iettloment on the coaft of 
Malabar, which it was ncccll'ary for the Englifli to 
reduce. This was the fettlement of Millie on 
the coaft of Malabar, about fifty miles north from 
Calicut, thirty miles north from Tillicherry, and 
about four hundred fouth-weft from Pondicherry : 
therefore, the redudtion of this place was left to the 
care, of the government of Bombay, as it was not 
doubted, blit they would fucceed more eafily here 
than at Geriah§, or Surat ||. 

SoMtt troops were accordingly fent from Bom¬ 
bay, under the command of major Hcdlor Monro **, 
who was aflilled by the F.nglilb chief at Til I icher- 
ry; and, on the loth of February 17C1, the French 
governor furrentlered the place on the following 





lefted. 

Granted.” 

II. “ The garrifon to march out with the ho¬ 
nors of war, drums beating, colors flying; each 
man with a ball in his mouth ; four field pieces, 
with one mortar, and twelve rounds;' to march 
to Tillicherry, accompanied by a detachment of 
Englifh, and there to be embarked on board of a 
/hip for the ifland of Bourbon, at the expence of 
the Englilh : but in cafe the dominion of that ifland 
Ihould be changed *, the fliip, after taking in wafer 
and refrefliments, is to proceed with them to the 


* It will appear that it was attempted. 
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Cape of Good Hope, where they are to be landed 
with their arms, camion, mortar and appurtenances, 
and then to go where they pleafe. But, if the Eng- 
lilh do not chiile to comply with that, they are to 
land us in France with our arms and baggage. 

Granted •, except that the colors, arms, can¬ 
non, mortar and ammunition, (hall be delivered 
up in Tillichcrry ; alio, in calc it flmuld be more 
convenient to rranlport them for Europe from Til- 
lichcrry, than from .Bombay, or the Coromandel 
coall' -, provided, neverthclels, that fliould any Eu¬ 
ropean officer or fuldier chilli; to enter inro the Eng- 
lifh fcrvice, they are to he at full liberty, that is, if 
the entertaining of fuch per ion be agreeable to the 
Englilh.” 

III . “ Au. deferters whatfoever fitjill have a get 
.neral pardon, and not be molelled in any lhape.- 

Granted ; except Thomas Palmer, of colonel 
Farilow’s regiment, if lie fliould be found in garri- 

IV. “ Au. perfons, civil and military, as wel| 
white as black, lhall have their moveable effedts 
and domcftics preferved without moleftation; and 
the Englilh are to put lafe-guards, for the fecurity 
thereof, as they may defile. 

Granted -, umlerflanding it to mean wearing 
apparel, and houfliokl furniture.” 

V. “ Au, the inhabitants, of what nation or re¬ 
ligion foe.ver, fltall remain in their pnflelflons, rights 
and privileges, unmolclled in any fhnpc. 

VI. Au. the private inhabitants, both whites and 
blacks, that fliall he found to have pofiefiions of 
lands and tenements, arc to he fullered to enjoy 
them quietly, with liberty to each of them to re¬ 
main or remove, as they think proper. 

Artici.es V. and VI, granted ; fubjeft at all 
times to fuch annual rents or taxes, as the Englilh 
company may think proper to levy on them.” 

VII. “ That 
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VII. “ That proper commiflaries Ihall be named 
to receive the effedts, books, papers and accounts 

belonging to the French company. 

Granted ; underftanding the word effedts to in¬ 
clude provifions and warlike ftoresof all kinds.” 

VIII. “ We confent to furrender to the Engljlh, 
all our forts belonging to the French company to 
the northward, on the above conditions, Ihould they 
be in out poffeflion at this time. 

Granted ; provided it be clearly proved, that 
the French have neither any direft or indired pro¬ 
perty in fuch of them as are at this precife time in 
their poffeflion ; otherwife they are to caufe them to 
be delivered up in the fame manner as thofe adja¬ 
cent to Mihie.” 

• U IX. Tin: French fadlory at Callicut, (ball be 
fiiffered quietly to enjoy the privileges of neutrality 
obferved there. 

• X. “ That coolies and boats (ball be allowed 
them to tranfport the effedts belonging to the gen¬ 
tlemen of the garrifon, as well civil as military. 

■ . Granted.” 

XI. “ All the Tick and infirm lhall be commo- 
dioully tranfported, with afurgeon, medicines, and 
fervants belonging to the hofpital, at the charge of 
the Engliih. 

Granted.” - 

XII. “ On the foregoing conditions we agree to 
deliver up all the fortifications of Mihie, and its 
diftridts, on any day to be appointed.” 

This treaty, f o made and fettled, was figned* , 

* By the following gentlemen ; 

“ Thomas Hodges, Picat de la Motte, 

He&or Monro. De Laulanhoiry ( 
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on the xoth of February 1761, in Tillichery and 
Mihie refpeaiveiy. 

The number of guns at Mihie were, at Fort St. 
George, 52 s at Mihie, 58 •, at Candi, 27 ; at Dau¬ 
phin, 32; and 150 at five adjacent forts to the 
northward : in all 319. 

The prefident and council of Bombay exprelfed 
difpatches with this intelligence to the direftors of 
the Halt-India company, who received them on the 
3d of Augull: 1761, at a time when they were very 
defirous of fuch intelligence, as well on account of 
what was tranladling in Europe, as in Bengal. 

On the 25th of February 1761, the Kngliih Eaft- 
India company * declared their bonds firould bear 
five per cent, iritereft, to commence on the 31ft of 
March. The Bridlh parliament had grafted the 
company twenty thoufand pounds for the fervicif of 
this year: and they allb [railed “ an aft for ex¬ 
tending the Eaft-India mutiny afl: f of the 27th of 
Icing George II. to the .company’s iettlement at Fort 
Marlborough, in the ifland of Sumatra, and to 
fuch other principal fettlements wherein the Ball: 
India company might be empowered to hold courts 
of judicature. , 



This 
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The troops allotted for tile enterprize * againft 
Manilla, were the 79th regiment f, and a company 
of the royal artillery ; to which, the government of 
Madrafs added thirty of their artillery, fix hundred 
lepoys. a conmanv of calfres, another of topafies 1 , 
and one of pioneers; they alio added, the precari¬ 
ous aflilfance of two companies of Frenchmen, en- 
lilfed in their fcrvicc, ami lix hundred Lafcars, for 
the life of the engineers and park of artillery, under 
the command of'gener.d Draper bur, as acom- 
penlation for that feeble Jiipply, they favored the 
general with fume very good o/licers in every branch 
of the tervicc. 

REAR-admiral (Jornilh reiniorced this little army 
with a fine battalion of five hundred and fiftyjfeamen, 
and two hundred and feventy good marines,’ fo that 
the whole force for the land operations amounted to 
two thouiand three hundred men, who, with the 
necellary itorcs, were embarked tin board of his 
majelly’s Iquadroii, and two India (liips employed 
as tranlports, with an adlivity and dil'patch, that 
did great honor to all concerned, in thole arrange¬ 
ments. Tlie preparations were began, completed, 
and Ihlppcd in three weeks, through a raging and 
perpetual furf, in which liimc lives were loft. 







THE EAST-INDIES. 415 

As major-general Lawrence was of opinion, that 
the fettlements would be in danger, if more forces 
were drawn from the coaft, the two battalions of 
the company’s troops, all the cavalry, fix thouland 
fepoys, with the part of colonel Monfon’s and the 
Highlanders, then at Madrafs, were left for their 
fecurity. 

The Medway, York, and Chatham, that were 
hourly expedited, had orders left for them to re¬ 
main, for the protcftion of the trade i and the 
troops failed from Madrafs, on the firft of Auguft, 
with the admiral’s divifion ®. They anchored in 
Manilla-bay on the 23d of September; when they 
foon found that their vifit was unexpected, and the 
Spaniard:; unprepared. 

The idand^of Manilla, or Luconia, is the chief 
of the Philippine iflands, fituated between 1x7 and 
123 degrees of calt longitude, and between 12 and 
1 g degrees of north latitude. It is upwards of four 
hundred miles long, but of an unequal breadth, in 
ionic places two hundred miles, and in others not 
one hundred broad. The principal town is alfo 
called Manilla, which lies on a point of land made 
by a river iffuing from the lake of Bahia, and fall¬ 
ing into the fea a little lower at the town of Cavite, 
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where is a fpacious harbor, but of difficult entrance, 
becaufe of rocks and fhoals at the mouth of the 
bay. The Spaniili viceroy relides in the town of 
Manilla, and his government is one of the. moil pro¬ 
fitable polls belonging to tile Spanifh monarchy. 

Manilla lying between the ealtern and weftern 
continents, was once elleenied the bell fituation ia 
the world for trade; where lilver was brought from 
Mexico and Peru, as well as the produce of Europe: 
diamonds and precious Hones from Golconda: cin¬ 
namon from Ceylon; pepper from Sumatra and 
Java; cloves and nutmegs from the Moluccas; 
camphire from Borneo; benjamin and ivory from 
Cambaia; lilies, tea, and china-ware, from China; 
and formerly there came every year from Japan 
two or three ihips freight with amber, fill®, cabi¬ 
nets, and other varnilbtd wave in exchange for-the 
produce of the Philippines. Bolides, two vellels 
failed every year to Acapulco, in Mexico, loaded 
with the riches of the call; and returned, as they do 
now, freighted with lilver, making four hundred 
per cent, prolit. 

. A or eat number of Junks, and other Chinefe 
and Japancfe (hips, arrive continually at Manilla, 
laden with all the uvafurcs of their empires; to ex¬ 
change them for thole of .America, for which this 
town is the fbtple. Tilde nations trade there dually 
from December to April, when thirty or forty of 
their largelt (flipping are Icon in the road; and durgfc 
ing the reft of the year, there are l'carce lefs of aflP 
burdens than four or five hundred, belonging to the 
Spaniffi and Chincli: inhabitants of the illands, with 
which they trade in all parts of the Archipelago. 
The Chinefe are thole who trade moll to the Philip¬ 
pines, and about twenty thouliind of them dwell in 
tliefe illands, who ate chielly tradclmen; the Spa¬ 
niards, through their natural pride, dililaining fuch 
occupations. The Portuguefe have alfo a pretty 
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under their Ikrns •, the left commanded by colonel 
Mention, quarter-mailer general; the center by ge¬ 
neral Draper, with lieutenant colonel Scott, the ad¬ 
jutant-general ; the right by major Moore, the eldelt 
iicld officer. As they had determined to land near a 
church and village called Maktta, that was oppofite 
their left, the other two divilions, which had been 
feparated only to aniuli' and dilliadt the attention of 
the enemy, were ordered to join that as foott aspof- 
fible. About fix in lilt' evening, they puflted with 
:n front lor the Hum;, under the prudent and 
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Stevenfon and Cotsfold, the engineers; who, hav¬ 
ing advanced under cover of the' haufes to St. Jago’s 
church near the lea, and within 320 yards of the 
town, reported its importance lb fenfibly, that ge¬ 
neral Draper polled a body of men there, notwith- 
ftanding its contiguity to the baltions. ■ The enemy 
E e.2 foes 
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loon fired upon the befiegers ■, but not with perfe- 
verance or effeit enough to dillodge them. 

On the 26th, the admiral lent on Ihore the bat¬ 
talion ot' Teamen, under the command of the cap¬ 
tains Collins of the Weymouth, Pitchford of the 
America, and George Ourry from the Panther. 
They were cantoned between the 79th regiment and 
the marines. The reft of the company’s troops of 
all forts were likewile landed, and put under cover. 
The Spaniards advanced out of the garrilbn, under 
the command of the chevalier Fayett, with 400 
men, and two field pieces s and from a church, a- 
bout aoo yards to the right of that the Kngliih had 
taken pofleilion of, near thefea, begun a cannonade 
upon the right flank of their poft. Some fepoys 
under cnlign Carty, who behaved very wSll, were 
iirft feat to fkirmilb with them, fiupported by three 
picquets of the 79th regiment, and roofeamen, all 
under tlie command ot colonel Monfon, who loon 
drove the enemy hack, into the town. In their pre¬ 
cipitate flight, one of the field pieces was left upon 
the gldcis. 

Th e iuperior Ikill and bravery of the Englifli were 
fo evident from this affair, that it occalioned a fe- 
condfummons to the governor, but to no purpofe ; 
the anfwer was much more fpirited than their con¬ 
duit had been. Colonel Monion had orders to keep 
pofleilion of this fecund church, (if he found it te¬ 
nable) for as the F.ngliCh had not men enough, or 
dry ground to make regular approaches, they were 
forced into thefie meafures, rafti as they fieem, and 
contrary to all rules of military profeflion, by their 
critical fituadon. From the top of this poft, which 
the Englifli called No. 2, they had a perfeit view 
of the enemy’s works. The front they were obliged 
to attack, was defended by the baltions of St. Diego, 
and St. Andrew, with orillons and retired Hanks; 
a ravelin which covered the royal gate, a wet ditch. 
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covered way, and glacis. The baftions were in ex¬ 
cellent order, lined with a great number of fine brafs 
cannon •, but their ravelin was not armed, the co¬ 
vered way out of repair* the glacis by much too 
low, and the ditch was not produced round the 
capital of the baftion of St. Diego, which deter¬ 
mined general Draper to attack it, and make his 
cliipofitions accordingly. The negligence and omif- 
fion of the enemy to poll cencries in the covered 
way, gave him an opportunity of founding the 
ditch; which perilous enterptize was effected by a 
fmall party of the 79th regiment under captain 
I’letcher, who begged leave to undertake it: the 
Spaniards fired from their baftion, and killed or 
Wounded three of the befiegers the depth of the 
water whs only five feet, the breadth about thirty 
yards. 

As the great extent of this populous city made, 
it utterly impoffible to inveft it witli this handful of 
men, two fides were conftantly open to the Spaniards 
to introduce i'upplies of men, and provifions, and 
carry out their elfinfts. They availed themfelves of 
the Englilh weaknefs. Their own garrifon of 800 
men of the royal regiment, under the command of 
the marquis of Villa Medina, brigadier general, was 
augmented by a body of 10,000 Indians from the 
province of Pampanga, a fierce and barbarous people; 
thefe difadvantages were not to be remedied, as the 
Englilh could not take pofleflion of Minondo, Ton- 
do, and la Vera Cruz, the pofts which commanded 
the river, and communication with the country. 
The inundations had fecured their Parian fuburb; 
but no difitcukiescould check the ardor of the Eng- 
Jifl} troops, who laboured inceffantly in making 
fafeines and gabions, and preparing every thing for 
ihe conftruftion and opening of their batteries. One 
for fmall (hells was compleated this night, and 
played upon the baftion of St. Diego; its pofition 
E e 3 being 
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barbarians, without refpefting his character, inhu-' 
maniy murdered him, mangling his body in a man¬ 
ner too Ihocking to mention. In their fury, they 
mortally wounded the other gentleman who had en¬ 
deavoured to fave Mr. Fryar. The Englifh party 
received their onfet with much firmnefs and brave¬ 
ry,. and repulfed them with fome lofs on their fide. 
As it was evident that the Indians alone were guilty 
of. this horrid piece of barbarity, the Englifh fol- 
diers (hewed them no mercy. 

On the 29th, the admiral ordered the Elizabeth, 
commodore Tiddeman, and the Falmouth, cap¬ 
tain Brereton, to place themfelves as near the town 
as the depth of water would permit, and fecond the 
land operations, by enfiladingthe front they intended 
to attack ; but the (hallows kept them at too great 
a dlftance to anfwer the purpofe effedtually, though 
their (hot (truck much confufion and terror into the 
inhabitants. The befiegers continued their bom¬ 
bardment day and night. 

On the 30th, the engineers traced out admiral 
Cornilh’s battery, for eight 24 pounders, on the 
left of St. Jago’s church; but the violence of the 
rains retarded their progrefs; and the abfence of 
two (hips, that had on board a confiderable quanti¬ 
ty of fafcincs, and many working and intrenching 
tools, put them to fome inconveniences. The ad¬ 
miral’s goodnefs fupplied thefe defefls: all the 
fmiths and carpenters in the fleet were employed in 
making thofe inftruments; and, by their induftry 
and difpatch, the troops were enabled to. proceed. 
The Elizabeth and Falmouth perfevered in their 
cannonade upon the town, which was returned from- ■ 
the enemy’s fea-line without any effefh 

On the ill and 2d of Oitober, the weather grew 
fo very tempeftuous, that the whole fquadron was 
in danger, and all communication with it entirely 
cut off, The violence of the ftorm forced the Southr 
E'e 4 Sea 
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Sea Cattle ftorelhip (which was lately arrived) from 
her anchors, and drove her on (hove : even in this 
iitnation the drip was of great ufe. Captain Sher¬ 
wood, enfiladed the whole tea beach to the fouth- 
ward, and kept in awe a large body of Indians who 
menaced the Eolverifta, and the magazines at the 
Malata. NotwithlVanding the deluge of rain which 
accompanied the wind, by the perleverance of the 
troops and teamen, the hdiegers compleated the 
battery for tire ?.+pounders, raifed a mortar battery 
for the heavy fliclls of roand 13 inches, made a good 
parallel and communication from tire church to the 
gun battery, and dlabliihed a lpacious place of 
arms on the left of it, near the lea. The roaring 
of the waves prevented the enemy from bearing the 
noile of the workmen in the night. They gave„no 
interruption, but feemed to cruit entirely to the ele¬ 
ments, While the governor (the archbifliop) gave 
out, that an angel from the Lord was gone forth to 
dettroy them like the holt of Sennacherib. On the 
afternoon of the zd, the feamen, with wonderful 
aftivity, broughc up and mounted all the guns in 
the battery which they malked. 

On the 3d, the weather became moderate. At 
day-light tire battery was opened ugainft the left face 
of the battion of St. Diego, towards the faliant an¬ 
gle. One hundred feamen were appointed to afliCt 
the corps of artillery in this fervice. The Englilh 
cannon, by the moll: excellent Ikill and manage¬ 
ment of major Barker, and the officers under him, 
■were ferved with I'uch juftnefs, quicknefs, and dex¬ 
terity, that the 12 pieces on, that face of the battion 
■were filenced in a few hours, and the Spaniards 
drove from them. 

At night, the befiegers began a battery for three 
guns, on the left of their place of arms, to (ileoce 
thole that were in Barbette upon the orillon of the 
battion of St. Andrew, which annoyed the flank. 

' * The 
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The Engliih maintained a brilk fire of grape and 
mufketry all the night, to prevent the enemy from 
repairing their embrazures and remounting the can¬ 
non. The mortars (now augmented to feven) were 
kept conftantly playing upon the gorge of the baf- 
tion, and the contiguous defences. 

On the 4th, about three hours before day, 1000 
of the Indians attacked the cantonment of the lea- 
men. They were encouraged to this attempt by 
the inceffant rains, in which they flattered them- 
felves the Engliih fire-arms would be ufelefs. Their 
approach was favored by a great number of thick 
bufhes that grew upon the fide of a rivulet, which 
they palled in the night, and, by keeping clofe, 
eluded she vigilance of the patroles. Upon the 
alarm, colonef Monfon and captain Fletcher, with 
thepicquets, were difpatched to the aflitlance of 
the feamen, who very fenfibly kept firm in their 
polls, and were contented to repulfe them, till day¬ 
break, when a frelh picquet of the 79th regiment 
appearing upon the Indians right flank, they fled, 
were purified and difperfed, with the lofs of 300 
men. Had their (kill or weapons been equal to their 
ftrength and ferocity, it might have coll the Eng¬ 
liih dear. Although armed chiefly with bows, ar¬ 
rows, and lances, they advanced up to the very 
muzzles of the Engliih pieces, repeated their af- 
faults, and died like wild beads, gnawing the bay¬ 
onets. This attack coll the befiegers fome few men ■, 
but they loll a moll excellent fea officer, captain 
Porter, lieutenant of the Norfolk, fincerely and 
jullly lamented by all. 

They had fcarce finilhed this affair, when ano¬ 
ther body of them, with part of the Spanilh garri- 
fon, again attacked the church, forced the fepoys 
from their poll in it, nearelt the town, took pof- 
feffion of the top, from whence they killed and 
wounded feverat of the Engliih people, who were 
entirely 
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entirely expofed co all their weapons. Notwith- 
ftanding this difadvanraguous fituarion, the Euro¬ 
pean ibldiers maintained their poll behind the 
church with great firmnefs and patience, and at laft 
diflodged tlie enemy with the aliiftance of fome 
field pieces, and the good conduft of major Fell, 
field officer of the day, captain Fletcher, and other 
brave officers lent to their relief. The Spaniards 
left 70 dead behind them, in and about the church. 
On the licit: of the bclicgcrs, captain Strahan, of the 
yyth regiment, a very good officer, was mortally 
wounded, and 40 private men vyounded and hilled. 
This was the enemy’s laft effort: all their Indians, 
except iS00, difeouraged by their lofl'cs, returned 
home. The Englilh working parties, and the fire 
of their batteries, which had been a little interrupted 
by tlrefe attacks, recommenced with greater IjJirit 
than ever. They all'o found the good elfcfts of giv¬ 
ing the enemy no time to repair their embrazures, 
or carriages, in the night. Tiny opened only an 
tnconlklcrable lire from three or four embrazures in 
the curtain, too oblique to have much eftl-dl: be¬ 
fore night thole defences were ruined. 

On the 5th, major Barker’s lire was fo violent, 
that the breach appeared practicable. Tlie Englifh 
cannon from the three gun battery filcnced thofe 
of the enemy on the orillrm of St. Andrew. The 
befiegers were in hopes chat the Spaniards would 
be fenlible of their danger, and think of giving up 
the town. But they were obftinate. without bravery, 
or any generous refolution of defending the breach. 
In the evening, the delign of Ilorming the place was 
communicated to the principal officers of each de¬ 
partment only, and the necdilrry preparations made. 

On the 6th, at four o’clock in the morning, the 
befiegers filed off from their quarters, in fmall bo¬ 
dies, to give the lefs fulpicion ; and by degrees, af- 
fcmbled at St. Jago’s church, obferving the uemoft 
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lilence, and concealing themfeives in the place of 
arms, and the parallel between the church aqd the 
battery. Major Barker kept up a brilk fire upon 
the works, and thofe places where the enemy ntight 
be lodged or intrenched. The Englilh mortars 
were well applied for the fame purpofe. ’ At day 
break the Englilh officers dilcerned a large body 
of the Spaniards formed on the ballion of St. An¬ 
drew, which gave them reafon to imagine the be- 
Jfieged had got fume information of their defign, 
and intended to annoy them with.their mulquetry 
and grape from the retired flank of that ballion, 
where they had Hill two cannon placed ; but upon 
the cxplofion of fome fliclis that tell among them, 
they wqjit off. 

Tin! befiegers immediately took advantage of 
this, and by the lignal of a general dii'charge of 
their artillery and mortars, rufiu'd on to the af- 
fault, under cover of a thick linokc that blew di¬ 
rectly upon the town. Sixty volunteers of different 
corps under lieutenant Rufii.l of the 79th, led the 
way, fupported iiy the grenadiers of that regiment. 
The engineers, with the pioneers, ’and other work¬ 
men, to dear and enlarge, the breach, and make 
lodgments, in call; the enemy fliould have been too 
ftrongly intrenched in the gorge of the ballion, fol¬ 
lowed : colonel Monism and major Moore were at 
the head of two grand divifions of the 79th ; the 
battalion of feamen advanced next, iliffained by the 
other two divifions of the 79th: the company’s 
tro doled the rear. They all mounted the 
breach with amazing ipirit and rapidity. The few 
Spaniards upon the ballion difpcrled fo fuddcnly, 
that it was thought they depended upon their mines. 
Captain Stcveuioii had orders to make a il'riftfcudt 
to dilcover them ; but precautions were needlds. 
The Knglilh met with little refinance, except at the 
Royal Gate, and from the galleries of the lofty 
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houfes which furround the grand fquare. In the 
guard-houfe over the Royal Gate, i oo of the Spa¬ 
niards and Indians, who would not furrender, were 
put the fword. Three hundred more, according to 
the enemy’s account, were drowned in attempting 
to elcape over the river; which was very deep and 
rapid. The governor and principal officers retired 
to the citadel, and were glad ro lurrender as prifoners 
at difcretion, as that place was in no good pollute 
. of defence. Captain Dupont of the 7<jth, with 100 
men, took poilellion of it. 'i he marquis of Villa 
Medina, with the red of the Spanilh officers, were 
admitted as prlloncrs of war on their parole of ho¬ 
nor ; and to conciliate the all'odions of the natives, 
all the Indians were difmiffcd in lately. The joy of 
the Engliffitroops, upon this fortunate eVent, was 
greatly clouded by the lols of major Moore, whowas 
transfixed witli an arrow near the Royal Gate, and 
died immediately, imiverfally lamented for his good 
qualities. Captain Sleigh of the grenadiers, and 
ibrne other good officers were wounded. The Eng- 
liffi had about thirty private men killed or wounded. 

In confeqnencc of the terms diflated to the Spa¬ 
niards, the port of Cavite and citadel, with feveral 
large fiiips, and a vaft quantity of warlike and na¬ 
val [tores, were furrendercd to the Englidt. Cap¬ 
tain Champion with too marines, and as many fe- 
poys, embarked on board the Seahorfe to take pof- 
l'effion of it. The Spanilh garrifon of 300 men, on 
the approach of the Englilli, mutinied againft their 
officers, plundered fome houles, and went off into 
the country with their arms. 

As a final] acknowledgment of the great fervices 
which the whole army had received from captain 
Kempenfeldt, the admiral’s captain, general Draper . 
begged he would aft at Cavite with a commifiion 
as governor for his tnajcfty, being well affured, that 
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no. one could difcharge that trufi: with more con¬ 
duct and abilities. 

Spanilh officers of note, prifoners of war. 

Don Felix de Eguilux, lieutenant general of ar¬ 
tillery. The marquis of Villa Medina, brigadier ge¬ 
neral and colonel of the king’s regiment. Don Mi¬ 
guel Valdes, lieutenant colonel and commandant of 
the fecond battalion of ditto. Don Jofeph de Riart, 
lieutenant colonel and governor of the Cavite, Don 
Francifco Rodriguez, ferjeant major of ditto. . Don 
Manuel Fernandes Toribio, commandant and fer¬ 
jeant major of the citadel of St. Jago. Don Chrif- 
toval Ros, ferjeant major of Manilla. Don Thomas 
de Caftro, chief engineer and colonel of the king’s 
regiment, 14 captains, r 3 lieutenants, t2enfigns* 
2 adjutants, r phyfician, 1 furgeon, rt ferjeants, 
261 rank and file. Of the marine, 4 captains, a 
enfigns. Of the artillery* r captain commandant, 
2 lieutenants, t enfign, 1 adjutant, 1 commifiary. 
Of the irregular pampanges, 1 captain, 2 lieute¬ 
nants, 1 enfign. 2 adjutants of the Cavite. 2 ad¬ 
jutants of the citadel of St. Jago. 4 adjutants of 
the city of Manilla. 1 captain and engineer of ditto. 
Of the cadet company, 5. The governor general’s 
life-guard, 8. 

Officers killed. 

Or the 79th regiment, fnajor .Moore, captain 
Strahan, lieutenant Fryar. Of the battalion of 
feamen, captain Porter, lieutenant of the Norfolk ; 
Mr. White, furgeon’s mate of ditto. Of the. com¬ 
pany’s troops, lieutenant Hardwick drowned. 

Officers wounded. 

Or the 79th regiment, captain Sleigh of the gre¬ 
nadiers, lieutenant Hazlewood, lieutenant Gamoiis, 
enfign Hog. Of the battalion of feamen, Mr. 
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Neal, midlhipman of the Lenox, Of the marines, 
lieutenant Spearing. Artillery, i private killed, i 
feijeam, 3 private, wounded. 79th regiment, 6 
private killed, 45 ditto wounded. Seamen, 7 pri¬ 
vate killed, 1 lerjcant, 18 private wounded. Ma- 
rines, r, private killed. Company’s troops, 1 fer- 
jeant, 2 private drowned, i lerjcant, 5 private 
wounded. Sepoys, Si killed, 31 wounded. Total 
I fcrjeanc, 29 private killed, 3 I'erjeants, 1 hundred 
anti i private wounded. William Draper. 

Return of brafs amliron ordnance, powder, (hot, 
Ihcils, Src. found in the. town and citadel of Ma¬ 
nilla. 

Brass ordnance.—312 fervieeable, 8 unfervice- 
able. Iron ordnance—10R Icrviccable, 15 unfer- 
vieeable. Ural's mortars, 6 inch, and beds—2. 
Iron howitzer—7. Carriages—Oh fervieeable, 85 
imferviccablo. Of the above, 4 Inals guns and 7 
fwivels were 1 piked, and 3 wmuuhd. Shot, of all 
fixes, from ?.S pounders to lour ounces—18,073. 
Grapcditto—2411. Double-headed—nil. Link 
—88. Spiked—^9. Lead one pound and a half 
—-1000. Shells, from 13 inch to 7 inch—44. 

Hand-grcnadnes—84S. Gunpowder boxes, 38—. 
computed to contain ?..>.8olb. Cartridges filled with 
different fixes, 19.1—-.iyli|b. Ditto matt baggs, 141 
■—computed to contaii^fij^lb. Mulquets, repaira¬ 
ble 270, tin fervieeable 257. Ditto barrels, 360. 
Sponsion's, 4—halberts, 13—bayonets, very old, 200 
a—Sponges with rammer-heads, of little life, about 
203—bamboo cartridges, of different fixes, 240. 
Return of brafs and iron ordnance, &c. found at 

Brass ordnance—137 fervieeable, ninfcrviceablc. 
Iron ditto '—08 fervieeable, 24 unlerviceablc. Iron 
howitzers 





landed from his majefty’s fquadron under the 
command of rear admiral Cornilh; as alfo of the 
number killed and wounded during the attack of 
Manilla. 


Norfolk, rear admiral Cornilh, captain Richard 
Kempenfelt. 2 commiflioned officers, 12 petty 
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EuzAtirni, commodore Tiddeman. Captain 
Ifaac Ourrv. 1 comniiflioncd officer, 2 petty ditto, 
76 tsaiisiM, lauded. s Seaman killed. 5 ditto'wound-. 
cd. 2 commillioned officers, 3 non-com-' 

miflioned ditto, 21 private, landed. 
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Lenox, Captain Robert Jocelyn, i commiffion- 
ed officer, 5 petty ditto, 119 i'eamen, landed. 4 
leamen killed. 2 ditto wounded. Marines. 3 com- 
miffioned officers, 4 non-comtniflioned ditto, 38 
private, landed. i urivate wounded. 
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Falmouth, Captain William Brereton. i com¬ 
miffioned officer, 2 petty ditto, 50 feamen, landed. 
2 feamen killed. Marines. 2 commiffioned offir 
cers, 1 non-commiffioned ditto, 11 private, landed. 

Weymouth, Captain Richard Collins. 3-com- 
miffioned officers, 7 petty ditto, 80 feamen, landed. 
1 feaman killed. 1 ditto wounded. Marines. 2 
commiffioned officers, 6 non-commiffioncd ditto, 
26 private, landed. 2 private killed. 

America, Captain Samuel Pitchford, 2.commif¬ 
fioned officers, 2 petty ditto, 61 feamen, landed. 
1 feaman, killed. 4 ditto wounded. Marines. 1 
commiffioned officer, 4 non-commiffioned ditto, 22 
private, landed. 1 private killed. 

Panther, Captain George Ourry, afting cap¬ 
tain. 1 commiffioned officer, 2 petty ditto, 50 fea- 
rften, landed. Marines. 1 commiffioned officer, 5 
non-commiffioned ditto, 24 private, landed. 

Alton, Captain Richard King. Marines. 2 
commiffioned officers, 3 non-commiffioned ditto, 
22 private, landed. 

Seahorse, Captain Charles Cathcart Grant. 
Marines. 1 commiffioned officer, 2 non-commif- 
fioned ditto, 26 private, landed. 

Seaford, Captain John Peighin. Marines. 1 
commiffioned officer, 2 non-commiffioned ditto, 18 
private landed. 2 private killed. 

Officers killed and wounded, &c. belonging to the 

Norfolk, Lieutenant Peter Porter, and Mr. 
White, furgeon’s fecond mate, killed. 

Lenok, Thomas Spearing, fecond lieutenant of 
Marines, wounded. 

Total officers, feamen, and marines: landedr 
1017. killed 17. Wounded 17. 

N. B. The furgeons, armorers, and other artifi¬ 
cers, are not included in.the above account. 

Norfolk;, off Cavite, „ ' 

oetobcr 31, 1762. S. Cornish. ’ 

F f 3 General 
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General Draper Tent lieutenant colonel Scott, 
with the fallowing letter to the earl of Egremont, 
one of the principal fecretaries of ftate: 

“ Manilla, November 2, 1762. 

My Lord, 

I DO n.yfelf the honor of fending lieutenant co¬ 
lonel Scott, late adjutant general, to inform your 
lordfhip of the fuccefs of his rmijellyV, arms in the 
conqucil of Manill 1, the lurrender of the port of 
Cavite, and the coition of the Philippine illands. 

On the 6th of Oiftober we tool, the capital by 
ftorm, after 12 days operation, which are detailed' 
in my journal. Our lols, upon this occafion, would* 
have been trilling, but for the death of npijor Moore, 
a valiant good officer; and it is with particular fa- 
tisfailion 1 can allure your lordfhip, that the firm 
bravery and perleverance of the troops, could on¬ 
ly be equalled lay their humanity after viftory. Out 
of refpeft and deference to admiral Cornilh, we 
waited till he came on (bore, and, being delirous to 
fave fo fine a city from deftruftion, we jointly dic¬ 
tated the annexed conditions to the governor general 
(the archbifhop) and' the chief nragiltratcs, who 
jnolf readily embraced them. 

Considering their, critical fituation, and vaft 
opulence, the terms were as l eaionahle for them, as 
beneficial to 11s. We allow the India company a 
third part of the ranfom, the whole of which amounts 
to a million fterling •, and, according to my inftruc- 
tions, I have this day delivered up Manilla, one of 
the richeft cities and iflands in this part of th? 
world, with the port of Cavite, to Dav. lbn Drake, 
Eft); and the other genrlemcn appointed to receive 
them on behalf of die company, with all the artille¬ 
ry, ammunition and warlike {lores found therein, 
Agreeable to the inclofed Inventories. ' ' 

I HAV| 
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I have appointed major Fell of the 79th regi¬ 
ment to be commandant of the garrifon, which 
muftconfifi: of all the troops brought from Madrafs, 
as the great extent of the place, its very numerous 
inhabitants, and unfettled country, with the im¬ 
portance of the Cavite, demand at lead this force 
for an effectual fecurity. 

The feafon of the year, and condition of the 
fquadron, oblige us to defer the taking of poffellion 
of the fubordinate places ceded to the crown, until 
the Ihips have had a lufficienc repair; and I have 
the pleafurc to acquaint your lordlhip, that the 
large quantity of naval ftores taken in the royal 
magazines at Cavite, fupply mo* excellent mate¬ 
rials fqr this purpofc, in which the admiral is inde¬ 
fatigable, wlftjle zeal for his majefty’s fervice, great 
cordiality, and conllant attention to us during the 
whole courl'e of the expedition, and fatiguing pro- 
grefs of the fiege, are beyond all praife. The other 
officers of the fleet exerted themlelves to the utmoft 
upon every occafion. As a fmall acknowledgment 
of our many obligations to Mr. Kempenfelt, the 
admiral’s captain, I begged his acceptance of the 
government of. the citadel and port of Cavite, 
till it was given up to the company s his prudent 
and excellent regulations there were of infinite utili¬ 
ty to the public fervice. 

The captains Collins, Pitchford and George 
Ourry, who commanded the battalion of feamen, 
behaved with great fpirit and conduft; and captain 
Jocelyn, who was entrulled with the care of the dis¬ 
embarkations, gave us all the aflillance that could 
be widied or exposed from a diligent, good officer. 
The marine officers aod corps were of great fervice, 
and the feamen allonilhed us with moll extraordi¬ 
nary proofs of adlivity and valor, particularly thole 
who allifted at our batteries. 
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The reduction of Manilla has been fo much ow¬ 
ing to the confummafe flail and bravery of eolohei 
Monfon, that I fear my faint repreientations can¬ 
not do juftice to his merits, and I moil humbly beg 
leave, through your lordfhip, to recommend him 
to his majefty, together with the following officers, 
viz. lieutenant-colonel Scott, major Barker, whb 
commanded our artillery ; captain Fletcher, Major 
of brigade; the uigiuccrs, captains Stevenibn aiid 
Cotsford, and enfign Barnard", the captains Moore 
and Pcmble aids decamp, who have all acted irr their 
ieverai departments with extraordinary merit, arid 
greatly facilitate^! my good fortune. Both the royal 
and the company’s artillery, with their ocher troops, 
behaved very well. In the laft place, may f pV4- 
furne to point out the fervices of the 79th regiment, 

, which from the good conduit of their former and 
prefent Held officers, has the peculiar meric of hav¬ 
ing firft flopped the progrefs of the French iri Jnditr, 
and not a little concributeil to the trappy turn and 
decifion of that war under colonel Coote, and has 
fince extended the glory of his majelty’s arms cd the 
utmoft verge of Alia. Twenty-three officers, with' 
upwards of Soo men, have fallen, in the caufe of 
their country, fince the regiment left England: 
numbers of the lurvivors are wounded. Your lord- 
ffiip’s goodnefs encourages me to mention them as 
dbjedtsof companion and protedion. Captain Flet¬ 
cher has nine colours to lay at his majefly’s feet. 

Proposals made to their excellencies his Britannia 
Majefty’s commanders in chief by fea and laird, 
by his excellency the archbifbop, captain-gene¬ 
ral of the Philippine Blands, the royal audience, 
the city and commerce of Manilla. 

Art. I. THAT their eflefts and poflefflort* 
fhall be fecured to them, tinder the protedion of his 
Britannic 
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Britannic majefty, with’ the fame liberty' they, have 
heretofore enjoyed'. Granted. 

•II. That the catholic, apoftolic and Roman re¬ 
ligion,. be preferved and maintained in its'free ex - 
ercife and fun&ions, by its pallors and faithful ml- 
nifters. Granted. 

'•III. That the'families, which are retired into 
the country, may have free liberty to return unmci- 
Idled. Granted". 

IV. That the fame indemnification and liberty 
may extend to perfons of both fexes, inhabitants of 
this city,, without any prejudice or moleftation to 

their interior commerce.-They may carry on all 

forts of commerce, as Britilh fubjedts. 

V. IJaving great confidence in the manners and 
politenefs of'their excellencies the Britilh generals, 
hope they will ufe their bell' endeavors in preferving 
peace and quictnels in the city and fuburbs, chaf- 
tifing all people, who ihall dare to oppole their fu- 
perior orders. Granted. 

VI. That the inhabitants of this city may enjoy 
the fame liberty of commerce as they have had here¬ 
tofore, and that they may have proper"paffporfe 

granted them for that end.-Anfwered by the 

fourth' article. 

VII. That, the fame liberty may be granted to 
the natives of the country, for bringing in all man¬ 
ner of proVifions, according to their ufual method, 
without the lead oppoficion or extortion, paying for 
them, in the fame manner as hath been heretofore 
praflifed.—Granted ; but any perfon coming *in 
With any fire arms, or offenfive weapons, will be 
put to death. 

VHi, That the ecclefiaflical government may 
be totaled, and have free liberty to inftrufl the 
faithful, efpecially the native inhabitants.—-They 
nnilt not attempt to convert any of our royal mai¬ 
ler’s proteftant fubjefts to the popifli faith. 

IX. That 
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IX. That the ufe and exercife of the (Economi¬ 
cal government of the city may remain in its fame 
freedom and liberty..—Granted. 

X. That the.authority,,as well political as civil, 
may ftill remain in the hands'of the royal audience, 
to the end that, by their means, a flop may be put 
to all dilbrders, and the infolent and guilty be chaf- 
tifed.—-To befubjeft to the fuperior comroul of our 
government. 

XI. That the laid minillcrs and royal officers, 
their parlous and goods, ho in full iecurity, be 
maintained in their honors with a llipcnd fufficienc 
for their fupport, his catholic majdty being anl'wer- 
ablefor the iiime; upon theft conditions the above 
mentioned minillers will be under the protg&ion of 
his Britannic majefly, in the fame mahner as thereft 

of the inhabitants_His catholic tnajefty mult 

pay for their fupport. 

XII. That the inhabitants may have free li¬ 
berty to refide within, or out of the city, as (hall 
be molt convenient for them.—Still to be fubjeft 
to the revocation of our government if they find it 

Conditions on which the city of Manilla fhail be 
preferved from plunder -, and the inhabitants 
maintained in their religion, goods, liberties, and 
properties, under the government and proteffion 
■ of his Britannic majefty. 

«1. THE Spanidi officers of every rank (hall Joe 
efteemed as prifoners of war, upon their parole of 
honor, but (hall have the liberty of wearing their 
fivords. The roll of the troops, of every degree 
and quality, muft be difarmed, and difpoled of as 
we (hall think proper. They fliu.ll be treated with 
humanity. 


II. Ah 
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II. All the military (lores and magazines, of 
every kind, muft be furrendered, faithfully, to our 
commifiaries, and nothing fecrered or damaged. 

III. His excellency the governor muft fend im¬ 
mediate orders to the fort of Cavite, and the other 
forts under his command, and dependent upon Ma¬ 
nilla, to furrender to his Britannic majcfty. 

IV. The propoficions, contained in the paper de¬ 
livered on the part of his excellency the governor 
and his council, will be liftened to and confirmed 
to them, upon their payment of four millions of 
dollars-, the half to be paid immediately ; the other 
half to be paid in a time to be agreed upon, and 
hoftages and fecurity given for that purpofe. 

. All the iilands (fubordinate to Luconia and Ma¬ 
nilla's capital, and which are at prefmt under the 
dominion of his catholic majefty) muft be ceded to 
his Britannic majefty, who muft be acknowledged 
fovereign till the fate of thefe iflands is decided by 
a peace between the two kings. Their religion, ' 
goods, liberties, properties, and commerce, (hall 
be preferved ro the inhabitants of thole iilands, who 
are fubje&s of Spain, in as ample a manner as they 
are confirmed to the inhabitants of Manilla, and the 
illand of l.uconia. All the governors and military 
Khali be allowed the honors of war, but give.their 
parole, as the officers have done at Manilla and 
Cavite, not to ferve or take up arms againft his 
Britannic majefty. 

S. Corhilh. 

W. Draper. 

Manl, Ant° Arzp° de Manilla, 

Gov. y cap. gen. de las Philippinas. 

Franco, Henriquez de Villacourta, 

Manuel Galbany Ventura, 

I'rco. Leandro de Viana. 

Dated at Manilla, Odtuber 30, 1762.” 

I.v 
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In 1739, the Britilh miniftry intended to fit out 
two fquadrons for two iecret expeditions, which . 
would have iome connexion with each other. The 
late lord Anfon was to command one of them, and the 
late gallant captain Cornwall the other. The former 
was to take on board three in,l,.n,.„,i„nt 
of one hundred m 
proceed direflly t< 
there, from when 
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not lefs than three millions of dollars per annum 
was refervetj for the brave general Khapcr, who be¬ 
gan the expedition with uncommon ipirit, and'end¬ 
ed it with immortal honor. His clemency to the 
Spaniards delerved the utmoft gratitude: but they 
moll ungeneroufly evaded the ranlom, and acted on 
tire moft diflionorablc terms, as evidently appears, 
by the following extracts of “ colonel Draper’s an- 
fwer to thcSpaniih arguments, claiming the gai- 


The Spanilh arguments for refilling payment. 

En S ,ifll generals, who madethemfeives 
mafters of Manilla, propoied, on the fifth of Gcr 
tober 1762, a capitulation to the archbifliop, who 
acted as governor; by which they promifed to pre- 
icrve the city from pillage, if the governor and 
principal magi(trates_ would conient to, and lign 
the articles of, the laid capitulation ; which they 
were forced to do, being threatened to be put to 
the fword, in cafe of rcn.ial. 

Notwithstanding this /hameful capitulation, 
extorted and hgned by the means of violence and 
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rigor, general Draper ordered or fuffered the city 
to be lacked and pillaged, for forty hours, byfour 
thoufand Englifli, who plundered it of more than 
a million of dollars. 

, Thbrifors the faid capitulation ought to'be 
void, becaufe it was figned by force; and becaufe 
general Draper firft violated and broke the capitu¬ 
lation by permitting the city to be pillaged: con- 
fequently, that capitulation only, which was pro- 
poled by the governor, accepted of and figned by 
admiral Cornim, and general Draper, upon the fc- 
venth of Oftober, ought to beconfidered and re- 
fpedted in this affair. 

The article of which grants- to the inhabi¬ 
tants bf»Mani]la, the peaceable quiet polfeflion of 
all their effefts; the fourth and fixth grant them the 
liberty of commerce, under the proteflion of his 
Britannic mnjefty.” 

REFUTATION. 

“ It is a known and univerfal rule of war amongfl: 
the molt civilized nations, that places taken by 
ftorm, without any capitulation, are fubjeft to all 
the miferies that the conquerors may chufe toinflift. 

Manilla was in this horrid fituation; of confe- 
quence the lives of the inhabitants, with all belong¬ 
ing to them, were entirely at our mercy 1 . But chri- 
ftianity, humanity, the dignity of our nation, and 
our own feelings as men, induced us not to exert 
the utrnoft rigor of the poffeffion, againft thofe 
wretched juppliants; although my own fecretary, 
lieutentant Fryar, had been murdered, as he was 
carrying a ,flag of truce to the town. The admiral 
and 1 told the archbilhop and principal magiftrates, 
that we were defirous to fave fo fine a city from de- 
firuftion, ordered them to withdraw, confult, and 
propole Inch terms of compenfation as might ia- 
tisfy the fleet and army, and exempt them from pil¬ 
lage, and its fatal confequences. 1 '* 
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The propofols they gave in were the very fame, 
which the Spaniards molt artfully call a fecond capi* 
tulation ; and were afterwards agreed to, and con* 
firmed by us (with a few reftridtions ;) but at that 
time were fo unfuitable to their defperate fituation, 
that we rejedted them as unfatisfaftory and inafimiC 
fible. As conquerors, we took the pen, and dic¬ 
tated chofe terms of the ranfom which the Spaniards 
thought proper to Submit to: for they had the al¬ 
ternative, either to be paflive under the horrors of a 
.pillage, or compound for their prefervation s they 
accepted the latter. 

The objection and pretence of force and violence 
may be made ule of to evade any military agreements 
whatfoever, where the two parties do not cseatupon 
an equality s for who, in war, will lifbmit to an in¬ 
convenient and prejudicial compadl, unlefs from 
force; but have the Spaniards forgot their own hif- 
tories ? Or will they not remember the juft indigna¬ 
tion exprefied againft Francis tile F’hlt, who plead¬ 
ed the like fubterf'uge of force and violence, to e- 
vade the treaty made after the battle of Pavia, and 
his captivity ? 

. Should fuch elufive dodtrines prevail, it will be 
impofiible, hereafter, for the vanquifhed to obtain 
any quarter or terms whatlbever: the war will be 
carried on ufqtie ad inter actionem ; and if a fovereign 
fhall refufe to confirm the conditions ftipulated by 
his fubjedts, who are in fuch critical fituations, the 
confequences are too horrid to mention. 

. By the fame fallacious fophiftry, a ftate may ob- 
jedb to the payment of the ratifoms of fliips taken at 
fea, and to contributions levied in a country which 
is the feat of war. But it is always allowed that in 
fuch cafes, a part rnuft be focrificcd to fave the 
whole: and finely when by the laws of" war we were 
entitled to the whole, it was a great degree of mo¬ 
deration to be contended with a part. 
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THE-deftrudtion'that'we could'haveioccafioned, 
would have-trebled the lofs they fuffer by the pay¬ 
ment ofthtranfom. ' The rich clunehes and con¬ 
venes,- the king of Spain’s own palace,' with its fu- 
perb and cottly furniture, the magnificent buildings 1 
of every fort, the fortifications, cjpcks, magazines, 
touiidcries, cannon, and’, : in fliort, the whole might 
have been entirely ruined, the 1 Spaoifh empire in 
Alia fubvertedy and the fruits of their religious mif- 
fion loll for ever, together with the 1 lives of many 
thouliurds of the-inhabitants,, who were fpared by 
our huriitiniiy. As a fniuble- and grateful return 
for this lenity, the Spaniili memorial affirms,, that 
after the Capitulation was figned, general'Draper 
ordered,„ or permitted, the city to be Tacked or pil¬ 
laged for forty hours together, by four thoufand 
Englilh, who plundered it of more than a million 

As my own charafler, .both as an officer and a 
man of honor, is fo wickedly attacked by this un¬ 
juft accuftfion, I muft beg leave to ftate the'whole 
affair in its true light •, and do appeal for its veracity 
to the teftimonies of every officer and foldier, who 
ferved in the expedition, and to all of the marine 
department. 

■ We entered Manilla by ftorm, on the 6th of 
October, 1762, with an handful of troops,, whofe 
total amounted to little more than two thoufand ; a.- 
motley coropofidon of feamen, foldiers, fepoys, 
cafres, lafcars, topafees, French and German de- 

Manv of the houfes had been abandoned by the 
frighted inhabitants, ai-.cl were burft open by the 
violence of fhot, or explofion of ftieils. Some of 
lliefe were entered and pillaged. But all military 
men know, how difficult it is to reftrain the.impe- 
tuoftty of troops in the Brit fury of an affault, efpe- 
cially when compofed of fuch a variety and confu- 



«.8 A VOYAGE TO' 

Con of people, who differed as much in fentiments 
and language, as in drels and complexion. 

Several hours elapfetl, before the principal ma» 
giftrates could be brought to a conference; during 
that interval, the inhabitants were undoubtedly 
great fufferers. jjut this violence was antecedent to 
our fettling the terms of the capitulations, and by 
the laws of war, the place, with all its contents, be¬ 
came the unqueftiomible property of the captors, 
until a lulltcient equivalent was given in lieu of it. 
That Teveral robberies were committed, after the 
capitulation was ligned, is not to be denied; for 
avarice, want, and rapacity, are ever infatiable: 
but that the place was pillaged for forty hours, and 
that pillage authorized and permitted by-jpe, is a 
molt falie and infamous ailtrtion. The people of 
Manilla have itnpofed upon their court by a repre- 
fentacion of fails, which never exitted; and to 
lnake fuch a groundlefs charge, the reafon for fet- 
ting afide and evading a 'folemn capitulation, is a 
proceeding unheard of till now, and as void of de¬ 
cency as common fenfe. 

The following extradts from the public orders, 
given out the very day we entered the town, will 
iiifficiendy convince mankind, of my qqnftant at¬ 
tention to the prefervatioii of thole ungrateful peo¬ 
ple; who have a! molt taught me to believe, that 
humanity and companion ate crimes, 

E X T R A C T S. 

Odlober 6th, Manilla. 

' “ The utmoft order and regularity to be ob- 
ferved'. 

All perfons guilty of robberies, or plundering 
the churches and houfes, will be hanged without 

The guards to fend frequent patrolcs both day 
and night, to prevent all diforders. 

Tuf. 
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The drummers to beat to arms, the officers to 
aflemble with their men, and call the rolls. 

The adjutants to go round the town, and take 
an exadt account of the fafe-guards, pofted for the 
protedfion of the convents, churches and houfes. 

October 7th. 

All the inhabitants of Manilla are to be looked, 
upon and treated as his Britannic majefty’s fubjedts: 
they having agreed to pay four millions of dollars, 
for the ranlbm and prefervation of their city and 
effedts. , 

Ti-ie criminals executed for robbery and facri- 
lege, to be buried at fun-fet.” 


*C H A P. , III. 

The fecund revolution * in Bengal, in iy 6 o. The 
Soubah and major Carnack defeat the Shah 
. Zadda and M. Law, at Guya. The Morat-. 

toes defeated by major York. - The Soubah, 

Jaffier Allee Cawn is depofed by the English ’ 
prejidency at Calcutta ; and their particular 
. reafons for it. The conduit of governor Vansit- 
tart, Mr. Holwell, and colonel Caillaud on 
that occafton. They place Cossim Allee Cawn on 
the throne-, and grant protection to his father-in-, 
law, the depofed Soubah at Calcutta. 

W HEN Chandernagore was reduced by the 
Englilh in 1757, M. Law retired at the 
head of a party of French fugitives, which foon in- 
creafed to upwards of two hundred. Their com-; 
mander threw himfelf into the heart of the Mogul’s 
dominions, and at lalt joined the Shah Zaddah f , 


m See this volume, P. 252—262 
Allum Geer, the depoled Mogul. 
yOL,:II. G g 
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who entered Bengal at the head of eighty thoufand 
men •, but was met by the Soubah’s army of eighty 
thoufand men, affifted by five hundred Europeans, 
commanded by major John Carnack, who left a 
garrilbn at Patna, and defeated the enemy at a 
place called Guya, in January 1761, killed eighty 
Frenchmen, and took feven of their officers prifon- 
ers, among whom was M. Law ; after which, the 
Mogul prince retired out of the province, and fo- 
licited the interelt of the Englilh to place him on 
the throne of his depofed father. 

Tiie Morattoes alio invaded the northern pro¬ 
vinces of Bengal; but they were met and defeated 
by a body of troops under the command of major 

By thefe means, both the Naboh«s affSirs, and 
thofeof the Englilh company, were in great diftrefs, 
when Mr. Vanlittart arrived to take upon him the 
government at Calcutta, to which he was appointed 
on the return of colonel Clive to England; after 
whofe abfence affairs took an unprofperous turn, 
which was imputed to the bad conduit of the Sou- 
bah, whom the Englilh therefore depoled, and put. 
liis fon-in law on the throne. But as this impor¬ 
tant tranfailion has been varioufly related, I lhall 
here undertake to give an impartial repreientation 
of the whole affair. 

Ti-ie reafons alledged for dethroning tire Soubah 
Jaffier Allee Cawn were in fubftance as follows: 

iff, “ That foon after his advancement, he re- 
folved to reduce that power which railed him to dig¬ 
nity. 2d, That to effetff this, he affaffinated or, 
banilhed every perfon of importance, whom he fuf- 
pefled in the Englilh intereft. 3d, That he nego- 
ciated with the Dutch to introduce an armament in¬ 
to the provinces to expel the Englilh. 4 th, That 
he was guilty of the deepeft deceit and treachery 
towards the Englilh, his benefadtors and allies, in 
repeated 
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repeated inftances. 5th, That while the Englilh 
officers and troops were fuffering every diftrefs, and 
hazarding their lives, in defence of him, his fon, and 
country, the Englilh commander in chief was bafely 
and treacheroully deferred, at three different periods 
by father and fon. 6th, That he meditated a fe- 
parate, fecret treaty with the Shah Zaddah, and of¬ 
fered to facrifice the Englilh to that prince. )th. 
That the whole term of his government was an uni¬ 
form chain of cruelty, tyranny, and oppreffion. 
8th, That he meditated, and was near carrying in¬ 
to execution, an infamous fecret treaty with the 
Morattoes; which would have proved the total de- 
ftrudtion of the country, if it had not been timely 
prevented. 9th, That he threw every poffible inter¬ 
ruption ‘in thij colle&ion of the Englilh tunicas, or 
alignments upon lands. 10th, That he encouraged 
the obltruftions given to the free currency of the 
Englilh Siccass by which thecompany fuffered heavy 
Ioffes, mil, That by his cruelties, he had rendered 
it fcandalous for the Englilh to fupport his tyrannic 
government any longer. 12th, And that by his 
nrifcondufl, he had brought the affairs of the com¬ 
pany, as well as his own, into the moil imminent 
clanger of being ruined.” 

It was alledged, that each of thefe charges was 
a violation of that treaty * which put Mhir Jaffier 
Allee Cawn in poffeffion of a government of more 
value than many kingdoms of Europe, fupported 
by the Englilh at the expence of their blood, until 
it became a fcandal and reproach to their name and 
nation ; of which we have authentic proofs +. 


ins forth the unavoidable 
revolution in Bengal in 

11,Ell! P-H.JS. 


Ggj Tus 
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The particular inllances of cruelty are the vio¬ 
lent deaths of Coja Hadtlu ami Coifim Alice, two 
general officers; the brother of Surajah Dowla, and 
all that remained of his family ; which has been at¬ 
tributed to the jealoufy of the Soubah, who feared 
the Englilh would reftore that family to the throne. 

In Auguft 1760, Henry Vanfittart, Edp arrived 
at Calcutta, and received the government from Mr. 
Holwell, who alio delivered him a memorial of the 
abovemcntionecl finds. 

Major Caillaud, on the '27th of February 1760, 
■wrote a letter from the camp at Shahiadapore to go¬ 
vernor Holwell, as follows: “ The more I fee of 
the Nabob, the more I am convinced, that he mull 
be ruined in lpitc of all our endeavors, if he doth 
not alter his prelent meafores. He iyneitlier loved 
nor feared by his troops or his people : he neglefts 
fccuring the one by the badnels of his payments, 
and he wants Ipirit anti lleadinefs to command the 
other.” 

On the r ttli of March, governor Holwell wrote 
from Fort William to major Caillaud as follows: 
“Thejudgment you have formed of theNabob is too 
juft: weaknefs, irrelblution, fulpicion, and cruelty, 
form his difpofmon: what but the iflue you predift, 
can refult from thele, when joined to a mod: ungra¬ 
cious and inlolent demeanor, which has made him' 
univerfally hated and defpifed f We muft, however, 
fupport him and his government as long as we pof- 
flbly can, without involving ourfelvcs and employ- 
' ers in his ruin.” 1 

On the 21ft, the governor wrote to Mr. War¬ 
ren Hidings, concerning the Nabob, “ That his. 
irrelblution and fupinenels, he much feared, would 
prove his deftruftiqn at lad.” He farther faid, that 
“he was from good authority informed, theNabob 
liad difpatched a trufty perfon with an abjeft peti¬ 
tion to the prince, purporting, that on advices reach¬ 
ing 
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ing him, that the Morattoes intended to enter the 
country by the way of Patna, he had fent hi3 fon 
and the major to oppofe them: that it never was 
his intentions to oppofe his majefty’s arms, to whom 
he was an old profeifed Have; but, by the evii 
councils of Rajahram Narain, his fon Mhiran and 
the major, had aftcd contrary to his intentions and 
orders ; and that, if the prince defired it, he was 
ready'to furrender himfelf to his pleafure.” 

In anotherletter to captain Spears, dated Calcutta 
the 2nd of March 1760, Mr. Holwell fays, “ You 
are not only ever to be on your guard againft a fur- 
prifefrom the enemy, but alfoagainft treachery from 
the Nabob himfelf; for which precaution I have 
particular rcalbns.” 

iNalJttertsMr. Hugh Watts, dated Fort William 
the zgth of March, governor Holwell obferves, .that 
“ The Nabob’s inconfiilenciesand irrefolution conti¬ 
nued very uniform, and would in the end prove his 
ruin, unlcfs he had better luck than he deferved.” 

Major. Caillaud, in a letter to the prefidency, 
dated camp at Belgafs, April 8th, fays, “ Wehave 
loft the only opportunity we had; nor indeed can 
we expe£t much to improve opportunities, while we 
have to do with men, who are as ignorant as obfti- 
nate, and whofe troops are under no order or com- 

On the 15th, Mr. Holwell wrote to the major, 
that “ He moil heartily pitied the embarrafied fitua- 
tion he mud neceflarily be in, with people who 
manifefted themfelves unworthy that government 
they had ufurped. That lie mud confefs, the Na¬ 
bob’s whole condudl appeared to him much , more 
myfterious than that of the prince; circumltanced 
as he was, he mud plan various'Tchemes, and from 
the nature of things, his councils mud be attended 
with much confufwn and irrefolution. That theNa- 
bob’sbackwardnefs toengage himappearedabfolutely 
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unaccountable, unlefs it arofe from fome fecret ne¬ 
gotiations, which it was pofiible he might be carry¬ 
ing on with the prince to make his own peace at the 
expence of his friends.” He adds, “ ] fhould not 
think myfeif juftified in this conjcfture, nor have 
given credit fo readily to the petition lent by him to 
the prince, did I not know him capable of any thing 

ever fo unworthy and treacherous.-The parts 

atied by both tiro old and young Nabob, in the re¬ 
cent contell with the Dutch, ought ever to awaken 
our apprehenfions, and urge being on our guard 
againlt the politics of an lmloftan Durbar; the more 
elpecially, as wc fee the party round the Nabob, 
who we know would cut our throats if they could, 
obtain every day more power and influence^over his 
councils; men, who being raifed as )fe himfelf was, 
from the dirt, can never vary the complexion of 
their gr oveling genius.” 

Major Caillatid wroteto governor Holwell, from 
the camp at Dignagur on tire lame day, as follows: 
“ It is a very unfortunate circumftance that we 
have to do with a weak man, who neither from 
principle nor merit deferves the dignity of the fta- 
tion in which wc have put him, and in which he 
would not remain twenty four hours, if we were to 
withdraw our prote&ion from him, and on which 
he lb much depends, that I am obliged to give him 
a guard of fepoys for the fafety of his perfon ; it 
doth not appear to me, however, in judice or in rea- 
fon, that we ought to fupport him in the purfuit of 
unjuftifiabie meafures; fuch as he follows in regard 
to trot difeharging the vail: arrears due to his troops, 
who to a man have publicly declared, they will not 
draw their 1 words in his caul'e, and that only their 
fears of us prevent their ufing them againft him. 
The confequence will be, as to his part, that while 
he is not afraid of his head, he never will fatisfy 
them ; and to us, that though we may proteft him 
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they funk.—Tliefc arc the afis of the tyger we are 
itijijjt.'fting anti fighting for.” 

'Mr. Hastings, on the »tft, wrote from Ma- 
t.ai:! o.'.ag to governor Hoi well, as follows: “The 
relation trunfmitivd to me in your letter of the 13th 
of the murder of the two Begums, filled me with 
horror and atlonilliment; but hmv were thofe fenfa- 
tions mcrealcd, when upon inejuiry l was told, that 
not only the two ivrerrluil ftilll tin s abovementioned, 
but the whole family, to the number of nine per- 
fims, hail undergone the lame fate—I have hitherto 
been generally an advocate for the Nabob, whole 
extortions ami oppreliions I imputed to thenecefliry 
of the times, and want of uccunomy in his revenues; 
but if this charge againlt him be true,, no argument 
can'excufe or palliate lb atrocious anil complicated 


a villainy, nor our lupporting Inch a tyrant.” 

Subsequent advices brought the true Hate of 
tittle terrible murders, as follows: Ciofika Begum, 
widow of Shaw A met lung; Kmna Begum, mo¬ 
ther to the Nabob Surajud D.nvia, and widow to 
Geynde Amet Khan; Morad Dowla, the fon of 
ifattha Kooly Khan, adopted by the Shaw Amec 
Jung; Lutlen Neflii Begum, widow of Surajud 
Rowla*, and her infant daughters by that Nabob : 
Thule unhappy l'ufivrers pcrilliecl till in one night at 
Dacca, in the manner mentioned by Mr. Hoi well; 
with about twenty of their women of inferior note; 
but it was faid Alieverdy Khan’s Begum by fume 
means efcaped this maifacre of her whole family. 
A conceived though groundlefs jealouly of Morad 
Dowla’s making his dcape from his confinement in 
Dacca, was rhe caufe of this infernal carnage; to 
which may be added the murder of Abdel Ohab 
Khan, and Yar Mahomet; the former was way- 


* See this volume, p. 238. 262% 


hid 
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laid and murdered, by the Soubah’s order, on the 
Ramna, on pretence of a confpiracy, in March 
1760; and the latter, a favorite of Surajah Dowla, 
was affaffinated in prefence of Mhiran, in April 
following. 

On the 24th of May, governor Holwel! wrote to 
major Caillaud as follows: “ Hitherto our conduct 
in fupporting the Soubah’s government can hardly 
be vindicated to our employers, the more efpecially 
fince his flagrant and known breach of the treaty * 
laft year, not only by his invitation of the Dutch 
forces from Batavia, but by his (hameful and in- 
fincere conduit and dealing with us after their ar¬ 
rival, and to this hour refpeSing that people; the 
weakness and inconfiftency of his whole politics dur¬ 
ing the courle of this campaign, joined to the re¬ 
peated cruelties, murders, and oppreflions, daily 
committed by him or his fon on individuals; the 
univerfal deteftation of his government throughout 
the provinces; the obvious certainty of thefe trou¬ 
bles in the country continuing without interruption, 
whilft this family exifts at the head of it: all thefe, 
with many other confiderations, demonftrates we 
cannot longer, confident with what we.owe to the 
company, to natural juftice, and propriety, and to 
the Englifli name, fupport a fyitem of ufurpation 
and tyranny, which refledts dilhonor on it, and 
mull, if perfifted in, involve our honorable employ¬ 
ers and our colony in a fpeedy ruin.—The more we 
fee of this government, the more is verified your 
own juft obfervation at your firft knowledge of it, 
that it is rotten to the core : what then can be ex¬ 
pected from a fyitem rotten to the very heart of it, 
in every fenfe ? Ruin muft attend the family, in 
fpite of our efforts to fave them; and we muft as 


affuredly 
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afluredly be partakers in a greater or lefs degree 
thereof, to lay nothing of our drawing our fword in 
fupport of fuch a fyftetn, againit the legal, though 
unfortunate prince of the country, from whom e- 
very advantage and emolument we can wilh for the 
company, is tendered to us, without limitation.” 

Major Caillaud wrote from the camp at Balkif- 
fen’s gardens to governor Holwell at Calcutta, on 
the 29th of May, as follows: “ No new revolution 
can take place without a certainty of troubles ; and 
a revolution will certainly be the conlequence, when¬ 
ever we withdraw our prutedtioo from the Soubah: 
we cannot in prudence neither leave this revolution 
to chance ; we mull in Ionic degree be inilrumental 
to bringing it about. I11 iuch a cafe, it is <pry pof- 
fible we may raite a man to the dignify juft as unfit 
•to govern, as little to be depended upon, and in 
fliort, as great a rogue as our Nabob; but perhaps 
not fo great a > coward, nor fu great a fool, and of 
confequence much more difficult to manage. As 
to the injuftice of fupporting this man, on account 
of his cruelties, oppreflions, and his being detefted 
in his government, I fee ib little chance, in this 
bleffed country, of finding a man endued with thp 
oppofite virtues, that l think, we may put up with 
thefe vices, with which we have no concern, if in 
other matters we find him fitteft foe our purpofe.— 
You have, no doubt, received advice from Mr. 
Mailings, that Abdallah hath fent orders to the 
feveral powers, to acknowledge the prince as king 
oflndoftan, by the, name of Shaw Allum : rupees 
are {truck by his order at Banarras and Lucknow,' 
in that name: orders are alfo given to Sujah Dow- 
latt,- to accept the poft of vizier; and our Nabob 
hath got,' it is fai,d, inftrufiions to acknowledge 
him, and pay him the obeifance due to the king of 
kings, as he is {tiled.” The major then adds, 

“ You are well acquainted with the caufe which 
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firft gave rife to the prefent fhare of influence which 
we enjoy in this part of the Mogul’s empire •, a juft 
refentment for injuries received, was the firft mo¬ 
tive that induced us to make a trial of our ftrength : 
the eafe with which we fucceeded enlarged our 
views, and^ made us chearfully embrace all oppor¬ 
tunities of increafing that intereft and influence, 
both on account of the advantages which accrued 
from it to the honorable company, as likewife the 
hopes that it might in time prove a fource of beneflc 
and riches to our country. Such were, I believe, 
the motives of colonel Clive’s aftions during his ad- 
miniftration : fuch, I believe, were the views of 
the honorable company, when they folicited and 
obtained colonel Coote’s regiment from the govern¬ 
ment ; and fach, 1 am certain, is the plan which 
the colonel propofcs, on his return, to purfue and 
to fupport, in hopes to convince the miniftry and 
the company, as he is convinced himfelf, that if 
they pleal'e to fupport his projeft, it will prove of 
the gteateft advantage to the public.” 

Governor Holwell, on the 14th of June, wrote 
to major Caillatid, that " the country would never 
be in a fettled, peaceful fface, while the. Nabob’s 
family continued at the head of it:—but if matters 
ftiouid chance to come into treaty, a ratification of 
colonel Clive’s jagier mult not be forgot.” 

Mr. Hor.wiLi.alfo wrote to Mr. Amyatt, that 
“ they could not be too much upon their guard a- 
gainft the government, at that very critical period j 
for he perte&ly knew it capable of the molt fuperla- 
tive baienefs and treachery.” 

Captain Knox obtained fome advantage over 
Caudim Hofiein Khan ; afrer which major Caillaud 
crofted the river with the Nabob, and went in full 
purfuit of the fame enemy for feveral days. En¬ 
cumbered by his treafure, and i great quantity of 
baggage, Caudim Hoflein was much impeded in 



chately to < hlpatch a body of cavalry, to [top the 
enemy anti keep them in piay, and not fuller lb fair 
an occafion to be irretrievably loll; urging how 
impoffible it was for men on foot, fotigt&i'with a 
long march, to attempt to purlin; borfe. But'the 
IMabob continued deal to the major’s remonftrances ; 
and, ill tcacl of lending him tiie lead affiltance, 
formed Ins troops above a mile in the rear, and there 
waited looking on until the enemy quitted the field. 
*rom the commencement of the cannonading untii 
the firing ceafed, it was about four hours; but lit¬ 
tle execution was done on either fide. The enemy 
appeared twice in a large body, coming down upon 
the Englilh; but, on their advancing, immediately 
retreated. They were drove from tile villages, and 
abandoned feven more pieces of cannon, and as 
many camels loaded with rockets. During the ac¬ 
tion, which probably was a feint, the enemy found 
means to unload all their hackeries of their treafure, 
Genanah, and other valuable efiefts, and to.place 
them upon camels and elephants, with which they 
went oil having alfo left all their empty hackeries 
behind them. Nothing could induce the Nabob, 
even after all was over, to fend a body of horfe to 
intercept them in their retreat, which/night have 
been eiiedted with little hazard. 

Governor 
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Governor Holwell, on the ift of July, wrote 
to Mr. Amyatt as follows: “ No money, no goods, 
no credit even with that government we arefupport- 
ing ; which on the contrary, in place of advancing, 
in this diftreffed ftate of our affairs, obftru&s and 
embarraffes us on every occafion, in the colleftion 
of the tunckns which are our due, and is capable 
of refilling us a perwannah for a year or cwo’s chi- 
11am to finilh our new works. To form to you a 
compleat idea of Mahomet Jaffier Aly IChan, he is 
now, at this very junfturo, whilfl we are rifleing 
our own throats to five his,'in force negotiation 
with the Morattoes, to introduce a body of 2J or 
30,000of them into the provinces’: and he has a- 
greed to pay them twelve lack in three months.” 

The young'Nabob Mhiran was fuddenly killed 
in his tent by a flaflr of lightning; which it was . 
thought would occafion commotions in the pro¬ 
vinces. Governor Holwell paid every cuftomary. 
compliment to the memory of that prince at Calcut¬ 
ta ; fuch as minute guns, and colors of the fort and 
fhips hoifted half maft. He alfo wrote a letter of 
coodolance to the oh! Nabob, whom he adyifed 
14 to throw himfelf into the arms of Mhir Coffini 
Aly Khan and RoyDoolub; and difmifs from his 
councils thofe two vipers, Aga Salah of Cuttoclc, 
and Rajah Bullob, as well as that infamous inftru- 
ment of his cruelties, Chuccon.” 

Such was the fituation of affairs when Mr. Van- 
fittart arrived at Calcutta, and received the govern¬ 
ment from Mr. Holwell, who gave him a full 
knowledge of the fituation of the provinces, and the 
ftate of the company’s affairs. The refult was, a 
declaration from governor Vanfittart, that one or 
other of Mr. Holwell’s plans muft be’purfued, with¬ 
out lofs of time, to fave the country and company 
from impending ruin. Colonel Caiilaud was imme¬ 
diately ordered from Pattia to join their councils: 
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and Mr. Holwcll received frequent letters frotn 
Mlur Mahomet Collim Aly Khan *, containing the 
ftrongeft profeflions and affuranccs in favor of the 
company, if by their fupport, ho was promoted to 
the fuccclfion of Dewannee, and other pods enjoyed 
by the late Chuta Nabob, his brother-in-law. 

Cossim Any Khan obtained perniilfion from the 
Nabob to come to Calcutta, where he arrived on 
the 20th ot September, and had a conference with 
Mr. Holwcll on the acth. when he dil'covered his 
views were more extenlive than had been imagined. 
He urged the repeated treacherous condua of the 
Soubah, and tire late young Nabob to the Engliih, 
who had been not only their creators, but their fup¬ 
port and preiervers; expatiated on their cruelties 
and murders, and tire univerlal abhnrrenfe of the 
.people againft the Soubah and Iris houfe; dwelt much 
on his pcrfonal ingratitude to himlelf, in two at¬ 
tempts which he had made on Iris life, at the mitiga¬ 
tion of tire late young Nabob s exclaimed againft the 
fecret negociation he had carried on with the Shah 
Zadda and the Dutch ; communicated the private or¬ 
ders he had received from the Soubah, wlren lie was 
fentdown againft the Dutch, to favor them, in contra- 
didtion to the public ones, tranfmitted by the Soubah 
at that time to Mr. Holwcll : doling the introduc¬ 
tion with faying, that tire Soubah was incapable of 
government; that no faith or tvuft could be put in 
him ; and that, if lie was not taken oft', it would 
never be in his power to rentier the company tlmfe 
fervices which lie had ft) much at heart. 

Ma. Holwi:ll expreffed much aftonilhment and 
abhorrence at the overture, and replied, that howe¬ 
ver little the Soubah deferred cunflderation, yet the 
honor of the company, and the Engliih name, for-, 
bid their hearkening to any attempts againft his life 

* Or Meet-Mahomed Collim Alice Cawn. 



den[ diflatisfaflion of countenance ■, and only add¬ 
ed, that as he had no fupport but the Englifh, he 
muft fubmit to their meafures: however, they at 
lath agreed upon the following articles *. 

I. “ That Coffim Aly Khan (hall be inverted 
with the Dewannee, be declared Chuta Nabob, and 
fucccflbr in the Soubalhip to Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan, 
and enjoy all the ports poflefled by , the late young 
Nabob.—II. That all ails of the government ihall 
run under the feels of, and in die name of,- Mhir 
Jaffier Aly Khan : but the executive power Ihould 
reft in Coffim Aly Khan j the dignity of the Souba 
to remain inviolable in the perfon of the former, 
with an allowance of one lack of rupees a month, 

for the fdppora of his houlhold and expences__ 

III.-That Coffim Aly Khan fhall pay and make, 
good the balance of the tunka’s, as lately adjufted 
with Omid Roy, on the part of Jaffier Aly Khan. 
—IV. That the company (hall keep up a {landing 
force, for the defence of the government and pro¬ 
vinces, confifting of eight thouiand fepoys, two thou- 
fand European foot, two thoufand country cavalry, 
and five hundred European horfe.—V. That to en¬ 
able the company to keep up the above Handing 
force, the countries of Burdomaan, Midnapore, Chit- 
tygang, and half the annual produce oftheChinam 
at Sillet, (hall be ceded to the company in perpetuity.” 

The above five articles contained the full tenor 
andeffentialsofthe treaty: but a fixth article, prefled 
by Mr. HolwelJ, “ That Coffim Aly Khan (hotild 
concur with the Englifh in acknowledging the 
rights of the Shah Zaddah to the throne of Indof-, 


* There were none prefent but Coflim Aly Khan, his 
friend Coja Pcrtuie, bis head Moonflie, or Pcrfian fecretary, 
and Mr. HoJwell. • 
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tan,” was left dormant, and to be adjufted as fu¬ 
ture events fhould point out. 

These articles were unanimoufly approved of by 
the committee, and the treaty was interchangeably 
figned, on the 27th of September, by them on the 
one part, and by Mahomet Collim Aly Khan Ba¬ 
hadur on the other. On the 28th, he made an en¬ 
tertainment for the governor and council, and the 
next day returned to the Nabob, The lame morn¬ 
ing, Mr. Tlolwcll took, his leave of the board, and 
relignad the lervice. 

Majoii York marched a few days after, at the 
head of two hundred lSuropeans, lour cannon, and 
fix hundred iepoys, that he might be near enough 
to proteft Collim Aly Klmn, if there lliould be oc- 
cafion. Governor Vaniittart and coloneUCaillaud 
..followed foon after, and arrived at" the city with 
the detachment, which took up their quarters at 
Moradbaag, on the bppofite fide of the river to 
Moorlhedabad, where the Nabob, on the 18th of 
061'ober, paid a vilit to governor Vaqfittart, who 
reprefented to him, “ the bad management of his 
minifters*, the miteries and univerial diflalFeSion 
of the country, and the delperate ftate of his, as 
well as the company’s affairs.” 

The Nabob leaned much affefted ; and, at lad, 
confeffcd himfelf, through age and grief for the late 
lofs of his Ion, incapable’of draggling alone againft 
fo many difficulties. He defiled time to confult 
with his friends, which was granted ; but he made 
a bad ufe of it; which determined governor Vanfit- 
tart immediately to a£t upon the Nabob’s fears. 


•Theft were Keenooram, Mooilot, and Chaccon, all oflow 
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sis many of his women as lie defired, which he did 
to the number of about fixty, with a reafonable 
quantity of jewels. Governor Vanfittarc furniihed 
him with a thong efcort of Europeans and fepoys, 
and intended to lodge him at Heerajeel; but he 
would not trull: himlilf there, and begged he might 
lleep in his boats, which wa3 granted. The next 
day, lie was vilited by governor Vanfutart and co¬ 
lonel Caillaud, when lie appeared eafy, and recon¬ 
ciled to the lols of a power, which he owned to be 
rather a burtlien than pleafure, and too much for 
his abilities to manage, fiace the death of his fan: 
in fadt, the en joyment of the remainder of his days 
In fecurity, under the Englilh profeftion, feemed 
to be the chief objedt of his willies. 

■ On thermonjing of the 2jd, lie fet out for Cal¬ 
cutta, and arrived there on the 29th, when he was 
met by a deputation from the council, and treat¬ 
ed with every mark of rdpeft due to his former 
dignity. 


C II A P. IV. 

Th conduit of the new Soubah Cossim Aloe Cawn s 
his ingratitude and cruelty to the English, which 
occafions a war between them in The Eng.- 

lifli army, commanded by major Annus, take Mux.i- 
dabad, and reinfiate Jaffier Allee Cawn 
. on the throne. Major Adams defeats the army of 
Coffim Allee Cawn at Sooty : he lakes Raja- 

: MOUL and Moncheer. - the horridmafjacre of 

the Englilh gentlemen at Patna, and other places, 
by orders from Coffim Alice Cawn .—.Major Adams 
takes Patna; and Coffim Allee joins the Shah 
Zahoa, who is defeated by major Munro at 
' Buxar.— Lord Clive embarks again from Enc- 
' land to rcajfttme the command in Bengal.—TO* 
Hhi ancles 
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ar licks of the general and definitive treaty of fitter; 
eoncluJcd at 1 'aius the loth of February 1763, fo 
far as they concern the Knglilii East India eom~ 
fany, ami the fiate of affairs in India. Conclu- 


T I! U S JalUcr Alice Cawn, whom the Englilh 
had placed on the throne of Bengal in 1757 *, 
was depol'ed by them in 1760, and his Ibn-in-law 
CofTim Alice Cawn T, promoted to that dignity. 
The old Nabob was protc.dcd by the prdidency at 
Palfiitta ( while they permitted his fuccclfor to re¬ 
concile himI’d f to the .Shall Xiuldn, who had been 
declared Mogul emperor, by the name of Shah Al- 
lum ; loon after which, a perfeft tranquility was 
velbored throughout the three provmcesflf Bahar, 
Bengal, and Orixa. *' 

Tub new Soubah was a man of more fenfc, cun¬ 
ning, and courage than his father-in-law. He ced¬ 
ed a large, trait of land to the. Linglilli company, 
worth no Ids than the lum of levcn hundred thou- 
faml pounds a year to which may be added fevett- 
ty thoul'and pounds more for the Zcmindaries of Cal¬ 
cutta and of the twenty-fourth l’urgunnah. How¬ 
ever, he knew from experience, what cliftrefs his 
pi'edecdlor had been thrown into, by the I 7 .nglide 
privilege of carrying on the inland trade, without be¬ 
ing fnbjeit to any duties, and by the extenlive life 
they had made of that privilege : therefore, from the 
moment he was let on the Mul'nud, he refolved to 
put an end to it; but he ford'aw that he could not 
do this without coming to an open breach with the 
Englifh, for which reafon he would not attempt it, 
until he had provided for his defence. 


* .See this volume, p. 252. 251). 262. Or Mir Mah¬ 

mud Cofiim Klum Hahadio. | See this volume, p. 260. 
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gave chcEnglilb a great alarm, ami obliged them tQ 

oppole the Nabob they had lb lately made. 

Tims another war was eummem'cd between the 
Englifh pvelideney of Calcutta ami the new Nabob 
of Bengal ; while a general and definitive treaty of 
peace was concluded in Europe, between tile crowns 
of Great Britain and Era nee, on the lochofFe- 
bi nary iThe following is a brief and authen¬ 
tic recapituiaiion of the piineipal it an factions be¬ 
tween the company's olliurs and the new Soubalt *. 

How- 
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The Englilh captives at Patna were all inhuman¬ 
ly mailacred, on the 6th of Oflober 1763, by or¬ 
der of Coffim Allee Cawn ; who employed one 
Somers, a German, commonly called Soomeroo, 
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fed Kis brother, with Ramnarain, late Sabah of 
Patna; Rajah Bullub, and twenty-feven others, moft 
of them their relations or dependants, were put to 
death by the fame executioner: Ramnarain was 
thrown into the river, and the bodies of the others 
wereexpofed to be devoured by the beaftsand birds 
of prey, and a guard of fepoys let over them to pre¬ 
vent their relations from burning them according 
to the cuftom of their religion. 

Major Adams, on the 6th of November, took 
the city of Patna by ftorm * : after which, Coffim 
Alice Cawn retreated to Laffarum, and from thence 
to the banks of the Carrainnafia, the confines of the 
province, where he waited, with all his treafure and 
effe&s, for admittance into the country of Sujah 
Powla,*who«was vizier to the Mogul+. . - 

SThe fugitive Coffim Allee Cawn was prote&ed 
by the Shah Zadda, who was defeated' by the Eng- 
lifh troops, commanded by major Hector Monro, 
on the 23d of Oftober 1764, at Buxar, where he 
obtained a complete vidory over the king and vizier 
of Indoftan, whofe army confided of fifty thou- 
fand men, of whom fix thoufand were killed, and 
all the reft difperfed. 
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Such was the fituation of affairs in India,’ when 
lord Clive embarked from England, on the 3d of 
June 1764, to reaflume the command in Bengal, 
where it is not doubted, but his prefence will fettle 
every thing to the honor of the Bricilh nation, and 
the advantage of the Englifh Kall-Indiacompany*. 

As to what concerns the l'.nglilh Eaft-lndia com¬ 
pany by the general treaty of peace, 1 have only to 
make the following oblervatinns, for the conclufion 
of this work. 

Tun two grand ohjefts of the company, even 
from the time of commencing the ncgociation, un¬ 
der Mr. rite’s adminillration, had conllantly been* 
iirll', “ A total exclufion of the French from Ben¬ 
gal, where the company enjoyed excenfive and va¬ 
luable pofleilions, and from whence they 'derived 
tlieir moll profitable and valuable trade.” Second, 
“ In the rcllitution of French territories, to fix fuclt 
a period as would leave them nothing more than 
places of trade, without a (ingle actjuificion of’ter¬ 
ritory by conqucll or grant from the. country pow¬ 
ers 5 and it was thought, that the year 1744 or 1745 
Would eftedlually anlwer that purpofe.” 

This was the firfi time the llritifii government 
undertook to make a peace for the Eaft-lndia com¬ 
pany i and by the preliminary articles of peace, be¬ 
tween the kings of Great Britain, France and 
Spain, ligned at Fontainblcau, the 3d of Novem¬ 
ber 1762, it was ftipulated as follows: 

Articli; X. “ In the Kall-lndies, Great Bri¬ 
tain (hall rcllore to Fiance the fcveral comptoirs 
which that crown had, on thecoaft of Coromandel, 
as well as on that of Malabar, and alfo in Bengal, 


* His tordnhpyinbarltcal on board rile Knit, at Portfmmitii; 

Hope in January 1765, from whtrmo it was c.vpcctol ho would 
arrive at Bengal in March following. 




THE EAST-INDIES. 47? 

at the commencement of hoftilities between the two 
companies in the year 1749, in the condition in 
which they now are •, on condition, that his mod 
Chriftian majefty renounces the acquifitions which he 
has made on the coaftof Coromandel, fince the faid 
commencement of hoftilities between the two com¬ 
panies in the year 1749.” —“ His moil Chriftian 
majefty, on his fide ihall reftore all that he (hall 
have conquered from Great Britain, in the Eaft In¬ 
dies, during the prefent war: and he alfo engages 
not to eredb any fortifications, or to keep any troops 
in Bengal 

This article was objefted to, and with great 
reafon : but it was reftificd in the definitive treaty 
of peace, between his Britannic majefty, the molt 
Chriftian king, and the king of Spain, conclud¬ 
ed at Paris, the 10th day of February 1763, where¬ 
by it was ftipUlated as follows : 

Article XI. “ In the Eaft Indies, Great Britain 
lhall reftore to France, in the condition they are 
now in, the different fadtories, which that crown pof- 
fefied, as well on the coaft of Coromandel and O- 
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Nattal and Tapanoully, in the island of Sumatra's 
JI> lie reftured : lie irnnapes farther, not to ereit for- 


ench in thctJiaft In- 
rinccs of the country, 

j;lilh troops acquired 

ilh 'Kal^l'iidia com- 
nay bo happily main- 
;mu prudently in- 


The END, 


1 
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